










IOTC requirements regarding tuna and tuna-like species
Identify, record and correctly report every tuna caught by your vessel

The following are among the actions that fishers/observers are expected to take 
in accordance with IOTC Conservation and Management Measures (CMM) (It is 
recommended that you check annually for modifications by IOTC):

-- Fishers on board longline vessels shall report through their logbooks in number and 
in weight, catches of all tuna and tuna-like species by species as well as of other bony 
fishes as per applicable CMM.

-- Fishers on board purse seine vessels shall report through their logbooks in weight, 
catches of all tuna and tuna-like species by species, and where possible catches of 
other bony fishes as per applicable CMM.

-- Fishers on board pole-and-line, gillnet, handline and trolling vessels shall report 
through their logbooks in numbers and/or in weight, catches of all tuna and tuna-
like species by species as well as of other bony fishes as per applicable CMM.
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Ban on discards of bigeye tuna, skipjack tuna and yellowfin tuna

All purse seine vessels are required to retain on board and then land all bigeye tuna, skipjack tuna, 
and yellowfin tuna caught, except fish considered unfit for human consumption.

•	 “Unfit for human consumption” are fish that:
-- is meshed or crushed in the purse seine; or
-- is damaged due to depredation; or
-- has died and spoiled in the net where a gear failure has prevented both the normal retrieval 

of the net and catch, and efforts to release the fish alive
•	 “Unfit for human consumption” does not include fish that:

-- is considered undesirable in terms of size, marketability, or species composition; or
-- is spoiled or contaminated as the result of an act or omission of the crew of the fishing vessel.

If tuna (bigeye tuna, skipjack tuna or yellowfin tuna) was caught during the final set of a trip and 
there is insufficient well space to accommodate all tuna caught in that set, this fish may only be 
discarded if:

•	 the captain and crew attempt to release the tuna (bigeye tuna, skipjack tuna or yellowfin tuna) 
alive as soon as possible; and

•	no further fishing is undertaken after the discard until the tuna (bigeye tuna, skipjack tuna or 
yellowfin tuna) on board the vessel has been landed or transhipped

All purse seine vessels are encourage to retain on board and then land all non-targeted species as 
far as the vessel can ensure appropriate fishing operation (including but not limited to other tunas, 
rainbow runner, dolphinfish, triggerfish, billfish, wahoo, and barracuda) except fish considered unfit 
for human consumption.
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Conservation and management of tropical tuna stocks

From 2011 to 2014, the area defined by the following coordinates is closed for:
•	longline vessels in each year from 0000 hours on 1 February to 2400 hours on 1 March
•	purse seine vessels in each year from 0000 hours on 1 November to 2400 hours on 1 December

The area is defined by the following 
coordinates:
•	 0-10° North
•	 40-60° East

This closure area is applicable to all vessels of 24 meters overall length and over, and under 24 
meters if they fish outside their EEZ, fishing within the IOTC area of competence. 
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IDENTIFICATION OF TUNA AND TUNA-LIKE SPECIES IN INDIAN 
OCEAN FISHERIES
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