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26 June 2017 

 

IOTC Reference: 6719 

 
 
Dr Steven Martina 

Minister of Economic Development 

Government of Curaçao 

 

Email: stephen.mambi@gobiernu.cw 

 

 

Dear Honourable Minister, 

 

SUBJECT: Request for Cooperating non-Contracting Party status to the Indian Ocean Tuna 

Commission by the Government of Curaçao. 

 

I acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 12th June 2017, on the above subject, which shall be put before the 

2018 IOTC Compliance Committee meeting for its review and for its recommendation to the 22nd Session of 

the Commission in 2018.  The exact dates for these two meetings have not been set yet, but we expect that they 

will take place sometimes in the second quarter of 2018. 

In addition the letter of application and the commitments stated therein, I would like to bring to the attention of 

your office of the requirement to fulfil the obligations set out in paragraph 2, of Appendix III of the Rules of 

Procedure (2014).  A copy of the afore-mentioned Appendix is attached herewith, for ease of reference. 

I would also like to take this opportunity inform your office of the following decision taken by the Commission 

at its 19th Annual Session: 

The Commission AGREED that applications for CNCP status shall no longer be considered unless 

the applications are submitted on time and in accordance with Rule IX.2 Appendix III, of the IOTC 

Rules of Procedure (2014), and that the concerned parties are present at the Compliance Committee 

and Commission meetings to present their application and respond to questions from CPCs. One of 

the key requirements is for applications to be received by the Executive Secretary no later than ninety 

(90) days in advance of an Annual Session of the Commission, to be considered at that meeting 

(Paragraph 81, IOTC–2015–S19–R[E]: 155 pp) 

I remain at your disposal for any information, clarifications or assistance that your office may require from the 

IOTC Secretariat. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Alejandro Anganuzzi  

Executive Secretary (a. i.) 

 

cc Mr Ramon Chong 

 Mr Stephen Mambi

mailto:secretariat@iotc.org
http://www.iotc.org/
mailto:stephen.mambi@gobiernu.cw


 

 

IOTC RULES OF PROCEDURE (2014) 

APPENDIX III 

ON COOPERATION WITH NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES 

Application process to become a Cooperating Non-Contracting Party to the IOTC 

1. Any non-Contracting Party requesting the status of a Cooperating Non-Contracting Party shall apply to 

the Executive Secretary. Requests must be received by the Executive Secretary no later than ninety (90) 

days in advance of an Annual Session of the Commission, to be considered at that meeting.  

2. Non-Contracting Parties requesting the status of Cooperating Non-Contracting Party shall provide the 

following information in order to have this status considered by the Commission: 

a) where available, data on its historical fisheries in the IOTC area, including nominal catches, 

number/type of vessels, name of fishing vessels, fishing effort and fishing areas; 

b) all the data that Contracting Parties have to submit to IOTC based on the Resolutions adopted by 

IOTC; 

c) details on current fishing presence in the IOTC area, number of vessels and vessel characteristics 

and; 

d) information on any research programmes it may have conducted in the IOTC Area and the 

information and the results of this research. 

3. An applicant for Cooperating Non-Contracting Party shall also: 

a)  confirm its commitment to respect the Commission’s Conservation and Management Measures 

and; 

b) inform IOTC of the measures it takes to ensure compliance by its vessels of IOTC Conservation 

and Management Measures  

4. The Compliance Committee shall be responsible for reviewing requests for cooperating status and for 

recommending to the Commission whether or not an applicant should receive cooperating status. In this 

review, the Compliance Committee shall also consider information regarding the applicant available 

from other RFMOs as well as data submission of the applicant. Caution shall be used so as not to 

introduce into the IOTC Area the excessive fishing capacity of other regions or IUU fishing activities 

by granting cooperating status to the applicant. 

5. Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties status shall be annually reviewed and renewed unless revoked 

by the Commission due to non-compliance with IOTC Conserva 
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