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Cetacean species
identification

IOTC ROS SFO TR10.4

Category: Species identification

IOTC ROS SFO TR10

The slides in this presentation are taken from several identification guides and supported where 
possible with photographs taken by observers out at sea.
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Note falcate, swept back fin, pointy fin tip (slightly rounded tip), other features?
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Marine Mammals
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Long-finned Pilot Whale Globicephala melas
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Killer whale
Orcinus orca

Note dorsal fin and discolouration
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Marine Mammals
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Can have more pointy dorsal

Marine Mammals
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Exercise:

1.

Identify the animal noting specific diagnostic features that make it possible to determine the 
species.
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Exercise:

2.

Identify the animal noting specific diagnostic features that make it possible to determine the 
species.
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Exercise:

3.

Identify the animal noting specific diagnostic features that make it possible to determine the 
species.
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ANY QUESTIONS?

send us a message via Talents LMS


