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[IOTC ROS  TR18, 19, 20 and 21]



• National Observer Programmes can opt to use their own 
data collection forms or resort to forms developed by the 
IOTC in the context of its Regional Observer Scheme.

• Data Collection, Verification, Input and Reporting Training 
Course (TR 18 to 21), require observers to correctly record 
information in accordance with the protocols and formats 
provided using IOTC ROS data collection forms .

• This module aims to familiarize Observers with IOTC ROS 
data collection forms and associated materials and with 
general instructions on form filling.



• FORM 1 (PS, LL, PL, GIL): Vessel and trip information

• FORM 2 (PS, LL, PL, GIL): Fishing gear

• FORM 3 (PS, LL, PL, GIL): Fishing event

• FORM 4 (PS, LL, PL, GIL): Fishing event - Catch details

• FORM 5 (PS, LL, PL, GIL): Fishing event - Biometric information

• FORM 6 (PS, LL, PL, GIL): Fishing event –Catch details – Biological sampling

• FORM 7 (PS, LL, PL, GIL): Vessel unloading / transhipment

• FORM 8 (PS, PL): Daily activity log (only to be filled for surface fisheries)

IOTC ROS DATA COLLECTION FORMS



1. Observers are required to record data collected onboard onto IOTC 
ROS standard data collection forms.

2. All IOTC ROS data collection forms have integrated explanatory notes.

3. All data fields are numbered

4. Each space on a data form that requires information is called a “Data 
Field”.

5. Each data field on the data forms needs to be completed to reflect 
accurately the information required for that field.

6. All minimum standard data fields are highlighted in light grey. These 
are to be collected and reported to the IOTC.



FORM 1: VESSEL AND TRIP INFORMATION
This is a generic form that is designed to capture all the information related to a
particular vessel, a particular observer and trip.



FORM 2: Fishing gear
This form contains detailed questions about the fishing gear. Most fishing gears are
kept on the deck of the vessel.



FORM 3: Fishing event (Set)
This form contains detailed information about the fishing event (set). It should be
completed each time the fishing gear is deployed.



FORM 3A: Daily activity log (PS and PL only)

This form contains detailed questions
on vessel daily activities and it should
be completed by the observer at two-
hour intervals from sunrise to sunset
and at the start of every fishing
activity.

This form should only to be used by
Observers deployed in surface
fisheries: Tuna Purse-seine and Tuna
Pole and Line.



FORM 4: Set- Catch details
This form contains questions about fishing set catch details, including target and
non-target catches together with Species of Special Interest. It should be
completed each time the fishing gear is hauled.



FORM 5 : Set- Biometric information
This form should be completed when conducting standard biometric sampling for
every set where there is catch to be sampled.



FORM 6: Set–Catch details-Biological sampling
This form should be completed when collecting detailed biological information
(i.e., length(s)/weight, sex and maturity) and/or biological samples (e.g., otoliths,
stomachs, genetic samples, etc.).



FORM 7: Vessel offloading / transhipment

This form should be completed if 
at-sea transhipment to a 
carrier/fishing vessel takes place. 

Exception is made should an
Observer from the IOTC REGIONAL
OBSERVER PROGRAMME be
present on the carrier vessel
monitoring the transhipment.



• All IOTC ROS Guidelines for Observers provide general information on how to fill in 
IOTC ROS Data Collection Forms and detailed instructions on the filling of individual 
data fields. 

• Observers should refer to gear specific IOTC ROS Guidelines for Observers, 
while filling IOTC data collection forms.

IOTC ROS GUIDELINES FOR OBSERVERS



1. Observers should only record directly observed 
information.

2. Observers should fill in forms only when onboard.

3. Observers should fill in the header details on every form.

4. Forms of the same form type should be numbered 
together. 

5. Observers should write clearly.

6. Observers should correct errors but they should not re-
write data

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS ON FORM FILLING



7. Observers should fill in all required data fields. If the 
information is not available or applicable, observers should 
record “NA”, if unknown they should record “UNK”.

8. Where a field requires text to record a name or address 
these need to be written out in full.

9. Observers should record IOTC data codes where and when 
requested.

10. Observers should choose the best or most informative code 
(in some instances a single word or code is required).



11. All positions (Lat | Long) are to be collected using the same 
format. Observer should give preference to the format used 
by the fishing vessel and should stick to it for the duration of 
the trip (e.g.: DD°MM’SS”, or DD° MM,mmm’, or DD,ddd°).

12. Observer should record all times on UTC.

13. Where a unit of measurement is specified Observers should 
ensure that the measurements are recorded for that unit.
e.g. record grams “g”  do not record kilograms

[4563]  not [4.563]

14. When a unit is not specified Observers should note clearly in 
which units the measurement was made.



RECORDING MEASUREMENTS

 All measurements must be rounded 
down to the nearest whole centimetre.

 All measurements must be associated to 
a measurement type (e.g., Fork Length)

 All measurements must be associated to 
a measurement tool (e.g., calliper)

 Always reference if the length taken was 
measured in a straight or curved line

 All measurements must be recorded 
using IOTC ROS approved codes

 Always measure a fish on a flat surface.

 Never measure a crushed, broken, 
deformed or curved fish.

RECORDING WEIGHTS

 Weights are recorded to the nearest
kilogram.

 If the weight of the species is 34.2 kg
round the value down to 34 kg.

 If the weight of the species is 34.6 kg
round the value up to 35 kg.

 If the decimal place is 0.5 (that is, exactly
half a kilogram), it should be rounded up.
This means if the weight of the species is
35.5 kg, it will be rounded up to 36 kg.

 Weights are always associated with an
IOTC code for processing type (state) and
an IOTC code for estimation method
(tool).



ANY QUESTIONS?

send us a message via Talents LMS


