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ROS NATIONAL DATABASE [about]

1. Centralized national repository to collect, store, manage and analyse 

observer at-sea trip information;

2. Multi-platform app, built in Java (works on Windows, Mac and Linux).

3. Allows users (national focal points) to upload and manage trip 

observations received by national observers

4. Allows users (national focal points) to submit all information marked 

as mandatory or optional for reporting to the IOTC ROS Regional 

database.



Access and user identification

1. Click on the launch icon;

2. A login panel will appear, 

asking for user-specific 

credentials (to be provided by 

the IOTC Secretariat, to each 

focal point);

3. Once successfully logged-in, the user is redirected to the main workspace and can 
start working with the information of pertinence to its country;

4. The login process requires that the computer running the ROS National DB is 
connected to the Internet.



Access and user identification - issues
This alert is presented to the user when another instance 

of the ROS national DB is already running 

This message is presented 

when the provided credentials 

(focal point username / 

password) are wrong



Main dashboard
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1. Main menu [ File / Database / Selection / View / Settings / Help ]

2. Trip data management actions [ Import / Submit / Refresh / Delete ]

3. Summary of local information [ users can select one or more of the trips shown ]

4. Log panel [ Displays process and debug information ]

5. Status panel [ Shows basic information for the currently logged user ]



File menu
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1. Import from file – allows users to select one or 
more trip data (i.e. .ros files produced by national 

observers through the ROS e-collection tool) to be 
imported in the local database;

2. Submit selected to IOTC – submits local 
information (trip data) to the IOTC ROS regional 
database*Ɨ

3. Refresh selected from IOTC – refreshes the 
status of local trip data with the latest 
information for the same trip data as currently 
available in the IOTC ROS regional database*Ɨ 

4. Delete selected – deletes trip data from the 
local database Ɨ

5. Quit – asks user confirmation before closing the 
application

* Requires stable Internet connectivity to 

communicate with the ROS regional DB

Ɨ  Performs the corresponding actions on all 

records explicitly selected in the dashboard



Trip data management actions
1 2 3 4

• Additional user controls implementing the same main actions as the File
menu (see previous slide) but in a more accessible way;

• The action of submitting local trip data to (2) or refreshing its content from 
(3) the IOTC ROS regional database, as well as deleting trip data from the 
local database (4) is only performed on the trip data selected in the 
summary table (rows highlighted in blue);

• Trip data selection can be sequential (click on one row, then SHIFT + click on another 

row to highlight all rows included between the two) or random (click + CTRL on any row)



Database menu
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1. Query local data – allows users to select one or more 
queries to extract metrics from the content of the 
local database as well as design new metrics and 
queries for additional data analysis (more on this later);

2. Export local data to an Access DB – produces a copy 
of the local database (including its current content) as a 
Microsoft Access DB and automatically opens the 
resulting file (on Windows machines only)



Selection and View menus
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1. Select all trip data –selects all records in the 

summary table;

2. Deselect all trip data – deselects all records in 

the summary table;

1. Metadata / Show – displays additional metadata 

in the summary table (e.g. originator / originator 

version / codelist version / model version etc.);

2. Metadata / Hide – hides all additional metadata 

from display in the summary table;
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Settings and Help menus
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1. Language / English / French – selects either of the 
two as the language to be used for the user interface 
(only English is implemented in version 2.1.4);

2. Clear log – removes all messages from the log panel;

1. Show current user info – displays all personal 
information (username, full name, contact details) of 
currently logged user as well as the remote endpoint 
used to communicate with the ROS regional DB;

2. About – shows the ‘About’ page of the application;
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Data summary table
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1. Trip UID;
2. Vessel flag;
3. Vessel IOTC number;
4. Vessel name;
5. Fishery type;
6. Trip number
7. Trip start date
8. Trip end date

9. Number of fishing events
A. Observer ID
B. Observer name
C. Trip data status
D. Submitter ID
E. Submitter name
F. Submission date

Vessel details

Trip details

Observer details

Status of the 
information

Internal Trip details



Data summary table

• Column widths changed by clicking and dragging the borders of the column headers;

• Rows sorted in ascending / descending order by alternatively clicking on the column 
headers;

• Continuous / random selection of records performed by shift-clicking on two rows or 
by control-clicking on multiple rows;

• Rows with dark blue background correspond to trip data that are in the local database 
and in the ROS regional database, where they have been marked as FINALIZED and 
therefore cannot be changed through the ROS national database;



Querying local data
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1. Query selector; 
2. To export query result as CSV file;
3. The  selected query description;
4. To create a new query [ advanced users ]
5. To edit current query [ advanced users ]
6. To delete current query [ advanced users ]
7. To import queries
8. To export current queries
9. General information (status of the process, num. records returned, time 

elapsed) 



Querying local data - results
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Querying local data - results
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1. Query selector; 

2. To export query result as CSV file;

3. The  selected query description;

4. To create a new query [ advanced users ]

5. To edit current query [ advanced users ]

6. To delete current query [ advanced users ]

7. To import queries

8. To export current queries

9. General information (status of the process, num. records returned, time elapsed) 



Querying local data – advanced users
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1. Query label;
2. Query description;
3. SQL statement;
4. To test if the query is 

correctly written;
5. To save the query and 

make it available in the 
query selector;

6. To erase all fields (label / 
description / SQL 
statement)



Querying local data – advanced users
Query label Query description

Catches monthly summary Catches by operation type / year / month / species / type

Catches yearly summary Catches by operation type / year / species / type

Efforts monthly summary Efforts by operation type / year / month

Efforts yearly summary Efforts by operation type / year

Monthly catch-and-effort Catch-and-effort by operation type / year / month / grid / effort unit / species and catch type

Monthly catches Catches by operation type / year / month / grid / species and catch type

Monthly efforts Efforts by operation type / year / month / grid

Size-frequency data - all All recorded size-frequency data by year, month, grid

Size-frequency data - discards only All discards size-frequency data by year, month, grid

Size-frequency data - retained only All retained size-frequency data by year, month, grid

Size-frequency data monthly summary - all Summarized size-frequency data by year, month, species and measure type

Size-frequency data monthly summary - discards only Summarized size-frequency data for discarded catches by year, month, species and measure type

Size-frequency data monthly summary - retained only Summarized size-frequency data for retained catches by year, month, species and measure type

Size-frequency data total summary - all Summarized size-frequency data by species and measure type

Size-frequency data total summary - discards only Summarized size-frequency data for discarded catches by species and measure type

Size-frequency data total summary - retained only Summarized size-frequency data for retained catches by species and measure type

Size-frequency data yearly summary - all Summarized size-frequency data by year, species and measure type

Size-frequency data yearly summary - discards only Summarized size-frequency data for discarded catches by year, species and measure type

Size-frequency data yearly summary - retained only Summarized size-frequency data for retained catches by year, species and measure type

Trips summary Provides an overview of currently stored trips

Trips yearly summary Provides an overview of currently stored trips by operation type / year / vessel flag and type



Querying local data – advanced users

• The 21 currently predefined queries permit the extraction of 

several basic metrics from all observer data locally available;

• Far from being exhaustive, they represent a starting point for 

advanced users to understand how the information can be 

processed and analysed once stored within the ROS national 

database;

• The IOTC Secretariat expects to gather additional feedback from 

all ROS national focal points in terms of additional metrics or 

queries that might be added to the predefined list;

• Additional queries can be shared as XML files and seamlessly 

imported in the ROS National database.



How to upload an Observer trip

1. Click on the launch icon to open the National Database

2. Login using your personal user credentials

once identified and redirected to the main workspace

3. Click Import from file to import data (received as .ros file)



How to check trip observations

Go to Database menu:

1. Click on the Export local data to an Access DB button, 

to produces a copy of the local database in Microsoft 

Access and crosscheck trip data for any incoherence.

2. Click on the Query local data, to select, export query 

results as CSV file, create, edit, delete, import and 

export queries (advanced users). Crosscheck data for 

any incoherence



How to manage and correct errors found

1. Make a list of errors and incoherence’s identified 

during data checking

2. Open the e-collection tool, import the .ros file and 

makes the required changes (or ask observer to do it)

3. Once done, re-import the corrected .ros data into the 

national DB and check again

4. If all OK, select trip and click on ‘Submit selected to 

IOTC’ to submit trip data to the IOTC ROS regional DB
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