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Executive Summary

In collaboration with the Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem (BOBLME) project under the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the Bangladesh Fisheries Research
Institute (BFRI) undertook an evaluation of shark fisheries. In 2014, aligned with FAO's
International Plan of Action for Sharks (IPOA-Sharks), BFRI crafted a draft National Plan of Action
(NPOA) for the Conservation and Management of Shark Resources in Bangladesh. Following a
validation workshop at the Department of Fisheries in Dhaka on April 20, 2014, the draft NPOA-
Sharks was submitted to the Department of Fisheries (DoF) for further processing and awaited
approval from the Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock. Due to the closure of the BOBLME project
in June 2014, the approval process for the draft NPOA-Sharks faced delays. However, in 2021, the
Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock (MoFL) established a Working Group (WG) led by the
Director-General of DoF to update the draft NPOA for the conservation and management of Sharks
and Rays in Bangladesh, aligning it with national, regional, and international considerations.

The WG convened five meetings from April 6, 2021, to October 18, 2023, with the objective of
updating information on sharks and rays, reviewing actions and measures, and formulating
recommendations for their conservation and management.

While shark and rays are not the primary targets of fishing activities along the Bangladesh coast,
significant by-catches occur, particularly during small-scale hilsa and Indian salmon fisheries
deploying drift gill nets, bag nets, hook and lines, and trammel nets. The catches predominantly
consist of small-sized individuals due to the gear design. Shark catches are seasonal, peaking from
January to March during the main season of October to March, with reduced catches from July to
September due to rough seas. Sharks are captured along the entire coast and in defined fishing
grounds such as South patches, South of South patches, Middle Ground, and Swatch of No Ground.
Major landing centers include Cox’s Bazar, Teknaf, Chittagong, Khulna, Bagerhat, Dublar Char,
Kuakata, Patharghata, and Barisal.

The key focus areas for the NPOA are:
1. State responsibilities

2. Awareness building for fishers, traders, NGOs, and the general public
3. Capacity building of DoF, BFRI, BFDC, Customs, DoE, and BFD

4. Data collection

5. Monitoring, Control, and Surveillance

6. Research

7. Legislation and regulations

8. Management measures

9. International, regional, and national cooperation and coordination

10. Regular updating of the NPOA

The updated draft, termed the National Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of
Sharks and Rays (NPOA-Sharks) in Bangladesh, will undergo revision every five years based on
evolving needs and available data.




1. Background

Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Thailand
were working together through the Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Project
(GCP/RAS/236/GFF) toward a coordinated programme of action designed to improve
the lives of the coastal populations through improved regional management of the Bay of
Bengal environment and its fisheries. The Project’s Subcomponent 2.3, “Collaborative
Regional Fishery Assessments and Management Plans”, supports the introduction and
promotion of collaborative fisheries management approaches for selected key
transboundary species through the development of regional and sub-regional
management plans and harmonization of data collection and standardization.

The BOBLMEP Work plan 2012, adopted by the Project Steering Committee in March
2012, includes the following activities:

“Sharks: Targeted research (studies) are undertaken to address knowledge gaps
(taxonomy, life cycle and reproduction information, information from small-scale
fisheries, monitoring of effectiveness of conservation measures, and alternative
livelihoods). Work is undertaken in support of strengthening NPOA's and a regional
synthesis to produce a framework for a Regional Plan of Action. Partnerships
developed with BOBP-1GO and SEAFDEC for the development of the RPOA. ™

For the implementation of the BOBLME Work Plan in Bangladesh, an agreement was
reached with Bangladesh Fisheries Research Institute. BFRI agreed to carry out a survey
on shark fisheries and in a consultative manner formulate a draft National Plan of Action
for the conservation and management of shark resources in Bangladesh.

Little is known about shark fisheries in Bangladesh. Most of the catches, in the order
of 3000-4000 t/yr, are caught as by-catch in driftnet and long-line fisheries targeting
other species, such as Hilsa and Indian salmon. Official statistics show a small decline
in the catches the last few years (2009-2012). There is also anecdotal
information that the catches of under-sized sharks have increased recently. This
indicates that stocks are overexploited. However, all information needs verification.
There are no systematically gathered data available on abundance, species, catches and
utilization.

The International Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Shark
Resources (IPOA-Sharks) were adopted by FAO’s Committee on Fisheries in 1999, in
line with the provisions in the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (CCRF). The
IPOA-Sharksstipulates that FAO member countries shall assess their shark fisheries and
if required prepare a National Plan of Action. Bangladesh had not formulated and
adopted a NPOA- Sharks, largely because of a lack of data and information about
fisheries with the shark by-catches.

Y X




A Letter of Agreement between FAO, Dhaka on behalf of BOBLME and Bangladesh
Fisheries Research Institute was negotiated in 2012 to address the lack of information
on shark and shark fisheries and to prepare a NPOA-Sharks.

With financial and technical assistance from the Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem
(BOBLME) project of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAQ), the Bangladesh Fisheries Research Institute (BFRI) carried out an assessment of
shark fisheries and formulated a draft National Plan of Action (NPOA) for Conservation
and Management of Shark Resources in Bangladesh in 2014 in line with FAO’s
International Plan of Action (IPOA-Sharks). After the validation workshop which was
convened at the Department of Fisheries in Dhaka on 20 April 2014, the draft NPOA-
Sharks was handed over to the DoF for further necessary actions and _ approval from the
Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock. As the BOBLEM project was closed in June, 2014
the progress of approval of the draft NPOA-Sharks got delayed but in 2021 the MoFL has
formed a Working Group led by the Director General of DoF for updating the draft
NPOA for conservation and management of Sharks and Rays in Bangladesh in
accordance with national, as well as regional and international aspects.

The WG has been met three meetings from 6 April 2021 to 18 October 2023 aiming to
update the information on sharks and rays, review the actions and measures, and make
recommendations for the conservation and management of sharks and rays.




2. Introduction

The International Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks
(IPOA- Sharks) was adopted by the 23 Session of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) of
FAO in 1999. The IPOA-Sharks is a voluntary international instrument for nations to take
positive action to ensure the conservation and management of sharks and their long-term
sustainable use. The NPOA-Sharks have been formulated in line with the provisions in
the IPOA-Sharks. The overall objective of the NPOA- Shark is sustainable production
and harvest and conservation of species diversity

The term ‘sharks’ includes all species of sharks, as well as related species of skates and
chimeras (class Chondrichthyes) unless otherwise mentioned. Indonesia and India rank
highest in FAO statistics for shark landings in the BOBLME region. Historical data on
landings of sharks in Bangladesh reveals that both catch volume and size of harvested
sharks have decreased gradually. Unless regulatory measures are taken to improve their
conservation and management, these top predators will be overexploited and the balance
in the marine biodiversity would be in jeopardy.

Up to date knowledge on the history and development of the shark fishery, its status,
stakeholders, the scale of operation and legislative and administrative framework in
Bangladeshwere gathered to enable a situation analysis. The NPOA-Sharks focuses on
the most commonly found species, which include 34 species of sharks, 6 species of
skates and 29 species of rays (no chimeras are yet reported from Bangladesh’s
waters). The majority of species are caught as by-catch. This document provides an
overview of shark stocks in Bangladesh’s waters, identifies priorities for the NPOA,
highlights the current legislative framework and international commitments, and outlines
measures to monitor, assess and manage these populations and their related fisheries.
Recommendations for possible enhancements to existing conservation and
management practices are presented.

The draft was prepared by the Support to Sustainable Management of the BOBLME
(SBOBLME) Project of the Bangladesh Fisheries Research Institute (BFRI). Outcomes of
the National consultation workshop on Shark fisheries in the Bay of Bengal,
Bangladesh: Status and potentialities in November 2010 and three stakeholders’
consultations at major shark landing centers (Patharghata, Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar,)
sponsored by BOBLME during 2013, were the main basis of the plan.

In the National consultation workshop and three stakeholders’ consultations
representatives of the Department of Fisheries (DoF), Bangladesh Fisheries Development
Corporation (BFDC), Bangladesh Fisheries Research Institute (BFRI), Department of
Environment (DoE), Forest Department (FD), Institute of Marine Sciences of the
Chittagong University, Shark Fishers & Traders Association, and NGOs took part.
Besides, NPOAs of Canada, Malaysia and Seychelles were consulted. Later the draft
NPOA-shark was reviewed in a National Shark Stakeholders’ Consultation Wor ks h
o p for its validation and finalization. A total of _29 participants were represented by
various stakeholders (2 participants from the MoFL, 12 from the DoF, 2 from the BFDC,
3 from the BFRI, 1 from the Institute of Marine Sciences, Chittagong University; |
from the Department of Zoology, Dhaka University; 1 from the Marine Fisheries




Academy, Chittagong; 2 from the Forest Department, 2 from the Department of
Environment, 1 from the [IUCN, Dhaka office, 1 from the WorldFish Center, Dhaka office
and | from the Shark Fishers' & Traders' Welfare Association (SFTWA), Cox's Bazar).
The workshop proposed certain refinements in the consultation process.

International commitments

The Government of Bangladesh recognizes that the sustainability of fisheries is an
international as well as a national challenge. To ensure the conservation and
sustainable use of fisheries resources in international waters, Bangladesh participates in
various international and regional organizations concerned with fisheries management
and negotiations of trade agreements and has ratified and supported various
agreements/treaties:

*  United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 1982
» International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS), 1982

e United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement, 1995

e  FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, 1995.




3. Status of shark fisheries in Bangladesh

Sharks have been harvested and traded in Bangladesh since time immemorial, although
they are not economically important. The consumption of sharks is limited mainly to
tribal people in coastal regions and hilly areas. The flesh, fins and skins are mostly sun-
dried and exported. There is no comprehensive study or report on the status of the shark
fishery in Bangladesh. Apart from sporadic works of Hussain (1969 and 1971), Quddus
and Shafi (1983), Ahmed and Sarker (1984), Quddus et al. (1988), Sarker (1989), Huda et
al. (2003), Roy et al. (2007), Krajangdara ef al. (2008) and Rahman ef al. (2009) there is
no document on the taxonomy and fishery of the Elasmobranch fishes. There has been no
attempt to describe in detail the taxonomy, biology and ecology of the estuarine and
marine elasmobranchs.

In Bangladesh, it is not a targeted fishery, rather a bycatch in hilsa and Indian salmon
fisheries and there is no fishing zone demarcation for shark fisheries. There are no
reported landings from the industrial fisheries, which by law should fish beyond 40 m
depth. However, there is anecdotal information that considerable amounts of sharks are
landed by the industrial fleet. Sharks are mainly caught by the artisanal fisheries with drift
gill nets, set bag nets, long lines and trammel nets within 10-80 m depth ranges. In Cox’s
Bazar-_Chattogram area sharks are caught at greater depths and the bulk of the landings
are in Cox’s Bazar area (Table 1). In Cox’s Bazar- Chattogram most catches come from
long lines and hooks, estuarine set bag nets (ESBN) and marine set bag nets (MSBN),
shark nets and gill nets. In t h e Barisal region, the most catch comes from the gill nets
and ESBN/MSBN. Mostly small-sized sharks and rays are caught because the gears are
mostly less than 30 cm, while skates and rays are caught at bigger (>50 cm) sizes.

Artisanal fisheries in the Bay of Bengal of Bangladesh contribute to the high levels of
global fishing pressure on elasmobranchs. However, it is one of the most data-poor regions
of the world, and the diversity, occurrence and conservation needs of elasmobranchs in this
region have not been adequately assessed. Findings show that elasmobranch diversity in
Bangladesh has previously been underestimated. In our study, over 160000 individual
elasmobranchs were recorded through landing site monitoring, comprising 88 species (30
sharks and 58 rays) within 20 families and 35 genera. Of these, 54 are globally threatened
according to the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, with ten species listed as Critically
Endangered and 22 species listed as Endangered. Almost 98% juvenile catch (69-99% for
different species) for large species sand a decline in numbers of large individuals were
documented, indicating unsustainable fisheries. Several previously common species were
rarely landed, indicating potential population declines. The catch pattern showed
seasonality and, in some cases, gear specificity. Overall, Bangladesh was found to be a
significant contributor to shark and ray catches and trade in the Bay of Bengal region.
Effective monitoring was not observed at the landing sites or processing centres, despite 29
species of elasmobranchs being protected by law, many of which were frequently landed
(Haque et al. 2021).




3.1 Harvesting seasons and grounds: Seasonal abundance reveals that shark
harvesting gains momentum in the October-December period and peaks during January-
March, while catches gradually fall in April-June, with the lowest catches during July-
September. Prime fishing grounds are in the southwest region are Kuakata, Sonar char
(island), Ruper char, Fatrar char, Char Gongmoti and Dublar char in Patuakhali district
and Asar Char, Patharghata areas of Barguna district and the coastal areas of the
Sunderbans. In the southeast, catching grounds are Sandwip. Kutubdia, Moheshkhali,
Cox’s Bazar and Teknaf coasts. Besides, sharks are also harvested from the four
identified fishing grounds like South Patches, South of South Patches, Middle Ground
and Swath of No Ground. Major landing centers of sharks are Cox’s Bazar, Teknaf,
Chattogram, Khulna, Bagerhat, Dublar char, Kuakata, Patharghata, Barisal and some
small markets along the coasts (Haroon, 2011).

Table 1. Location-wise harvesting depth, catch percentages of sharks and rays
Location Depth C m.h ;
(m) Yo
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3.2 Harvest trends: In the early 2000’s catches were around 5,000-6,000 t/yr. (about 1-
1.5% of the total marine catch), in the mid-2000s catches were a little over 4,000 t/yr.
(0.8-0.9% of the total marine catch) and it declined to 3,373 MT/yr. during 2019-20,
only 0.50% of the total marine catch. (Fig.1). Catch records reflect a declining trend.
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Fig. 1. 20-year time-series landing data of Elasmobranchs in Bangladesh [Saurce
_ERSS, DoF 2022] &3




Table 2. Year-wise catch records (in metric tons) of sharks and rays in respect to total
marine catch, Bangladesh. Figures in the parenthesis are percentages of marine harvest

Year/Fishery Total ma rine catch Sharks and rays (t) & %
()~ ofmarine catch
2021-22 706,030 7,017 (0.99)
2020-21 681,239 8,228 (1.21)
2019-20 671.104 3,373 (0.50)
2018-19 659,911 4,274 (0.64)
2017-18 654,687 3,974 (0.60)
2016-17 637.476 4,495 (0.70)
2015-16 626,528 4,622 (0.73)
2014-15 599,846 5,093 (0.85)
2013-14 595,385 5,648 (0.95)
2012-13 588,988 ! 5,017 (0.85)
2011-12 578,620 3,865 (0.67)
2010-11 546.333 4,205 (0.77)
2009-10 517,282 4,033 (0.78)
2008-09 514,644 3,933 (0.76)
2007-08 497,573 4,767 (0.96)
2006-07 487,438 4,790 (0.98)
2005-06 479,810 4,448 (0.93)
2004-05 474,597 4,085 (0.86)
2003-04 455,207 4,946 (1.09)
2002-03 431,908 5,063 (1.17)
~2001-02 415,420 6,234 (1.50)
2000-01 379,497 5,162 (1.36)

Source: Year Book of Fisheries Statistics of Bangladesh 2021-22, DoF, Dhaka

3.3 Species diversity: Haque, A.B (2021) showed that Among all the elasmobranchs
that were counted, 94.24% (n = 152849) were sharks, and 5.76% (n = 9349) were rays
since rays were more challenging to identify as a result of being landed on their ventral
side except for Rhinopristiformes rays which were landed on their dorsal side making
it easier to identify. Almost 29.26% of sharks were identified to species level as piles
of smaller individuals were virtually impossible to identify in the landing sites.
Additionally, 55.57% Rhinopristiformes rays and 82.8% other rays were identified to

species level (Table 3).




\\Table 3: Evaluating artisanal fishing of globally threatened sharks and rays in the
Bay of Bengal, Bangladesh

Family Scientific name  Common name Local name Number CITES IUCN National CMS
(Bangla) (Year of protection
last
ment
Carcharhinidae Scoliodon Spadenose Churi hangor, Not NT (2005) | Schedule I
laticaudus Shark and New Kala hangor listed (Scoliodon listed
Spadenose Shar laticaudus)
Carcharhinidae |  Carcharhinus Spottail Shark Lota hangor 4596 Not NT (2007) | Schedule I Not
sorrah listed listed
Carcharhinidae Lamiopsis Broadfin Shark 16 Not NT (2008) Not Not
temmincki listed protected listed
Carcharhinidae Galeocerdo Tiger Shark Bagha hangor 2496 Not NT (2008) | Schedule I Not
cuvier listed listed
Carcharhinidae |  Carcharhinus Pigeve Shark Bhota/Moilla/ 1909 Not DD Not Not
amboinensis Mohila listed (2008) protected listed
/Goh/Gundum/
Gongi/ Boli
hangor
Carcharhinidae |  Carcharhinus Bull Shark Bhota hangor 123 Not NT (2005) Not Not
leucas listed protected listed
Carcharhinidae Carcharhinus Blacktip reef Illissha boli 10 Not vu Not Not
melanopterus shark hangor listed (2020) protected listed
Carcharhinidae | Rhizoprionodon Milk Shark - 25 Not VU Schedule 1 Not
actutus listed (2020) listed
Carcharhinidae | Rhizoprionodon | Grey Sharpnose Shonali 147 Not LC (2003) | Schedule I Not
oligolinx Shark hangor/shonali listed listed
lota
Carcharhinidae Carcharhinus Blacktip Shark Lota boli 117 Not NT (2005) | Schedule | Not
limbatus hangor/bhota listed listed
hangor
Carcharhinidae |  Carcharhinus Spinner Shark | Athailla/illissha 45 Not vu Not Not
brevipinna boli hangor listed (2020) protected listed
Carcharhinidae Glyphis Ganges Shark Bhota/illissha 3 Not CR (2007) | Schedulel Not
gangeticus hangor listed listed
Carcharhinidae Carcharhinus Graceful shark - 1 Not NT (2005) Not Not
amblyrhynchoides listed protected listed
Carcharhinidae Carcharhinus Silky shark Lota hangor 1 App. 1l vu Schedule I | Schedul
[falciformis (2017) &l
Carcharhinidae |  Carcharhinus Hardnose Shark - 15 Not NT (2003) | Schedule I App. 11
macloti listed
Sphynidae Sphyma Great Haturi 3 App. Il | CR(2018) | Schedulel App. 1
mokarran Hammerhead hangor/Kaunna
shark
Sphynidae Sphyrna lewini Scalloped Haturi 8611 App. 1l | CR(2007) | Schedulel App. Il
Hammerhead hangor/Kaunna
Shark
Rhincodontidae | Rhincodon typus Whale Shark Timi hangor 5 App. 1l | EN(2016) | Schedulel App.
I&Il
Alopiidae Alopias sp. Thresher Shark - 2 App. 11 vu Not App. 11
(2018) protected
Stegostomatidae Stegostoma Zebra shark - 1 Not EN (2015) | Schedule I Not
Jfasciatum listed listed
Triakidae lago cf. Bigeye - 37 Not LC (2008) Not Not
omanensis Houndshark listed protected listed
Hemigaleidae Chiloscyllium Hasselt’s Bashpata 129 Not EN (2020) Not Not
hasseltii bambooshark hangor/Bash listed protected listed
hangor/Hanno/
Bang
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Family

Scientific name

Common name

Local name
(Bangla)

Number

CITES

INCN
(Year of
last
assessment

National
protection

NG

Hemiscyllidae Chiloscyllium Burmese Not Not
hasseltii bambooshark listed (2020) protected listed
Hemiscyllidae Chiloscyllium Grey Bamboo - 102 Not VU Schedule Not
griseum Shark listed (2020) listed
Hemiscvllidae Chiloscyllium cf. Arabian - 31 Not NT (2017) Not Not
arabicum carpetshark listed protected listed
Hemiscyllidae Hemipristis sp. Snaggletooth - 3 Not VU Not Not
shark listed (2015) protected listed
Rhinopristiformes rays
Pristidae Pristis pristis Largetooth Khotok/Khorkh 32 App.1 | CR(2013) | Schedulel Not
sawfish or/Aissha/Korat listed
mach
Pristidae Pristis zijsron Green sawfish | Khotok/Khorkh 1 App.1 | CR(2012) | Schedulel Not
or/Aissha/Korat listed
mach
Rhinobatidae Rhinobatos Bengal Pitambori/Geren 35 Not DD Not Not
annandalei Guitarfish ja listed (2008) protected listed
Rhinobatidae Rhinobatos Smooth back Pitambori/Geren 1 Not DD Not Not
lionotus guitarfish ja listed (2008) protected listed
Rhinobatidae Rhinobatos Ranong Pitambori/Geren 300+ Not NE Not Not
ranongensis guitarfish ja listed protected listed
Glaucostegidae|  Glaucostegus Sharp nose Pitambori/Geren 897 App. 1l | CR(2018) | Schedulel Not
granulates Guitarfish ja/Nangla listed
Glaucostegidae|  Glaucostegus Sharp nose Pitambori/Geren - - - - -
cfgranulatus Guitarfish ja/Nangla
Glaucostegidae|  Glaucostegus Widenose Pitambori/Geren 282 App. Il | CR(2018) Not Not
obtusus Guitarfish Jja/Nangla protected listed
Glaucostegidae|  Glaucostegus Giant Pitambori/Geren 28 App. 11 | CR(2018) Not Not
hypus Shovelnose Ray ja/Nangla protected listed
Rhinidae Rhina Bow mouth Bang hangor 113 App. 1l | CR(2018) Not Not
ancylostoma Guitarfish protected listed
Dasyatidae Urogymnus Mangrove - } Not VU Not Not
granulates whipray listed (2015) protected listed
Dasyatidae Urogymnus Giant - 52 Not EN (2016) Not Not
polylepis freshwater listed protected listed
whipray
Dasyatidae Urogymnus Tube mouth - 68 Not EN (2020) Not Not
lobistoma Whipray listed protected listed
Urogymnus Porcupine Ray - 1 Not vu Not Not
asperrimus listed (2015) protected listed
Dasyatidae Maculabatis Short-tail Shaplapata 63 Not NE Not Not
bineeshi whipray listed protected listed
Dasyatidae Maculabatis Whitespotted Fut shaplapata 54 Not EN (2020) Not Not
gerrardi Whipray listed protected listed
Dasyatidae Maculabatis Pakistan/Arabic - 14 Not CR (2017) Not Not
Arabica whipray listed protected listed
Dasyatidae Maculabatis Round whip ray - 12 Not EN (2020) Not Not
pastinacoides listed protected listed
Dasyatidae Pastinachus ater Broad cowtail - 2 Not LC (2015) Not Not
ray listed protected listed
Dasyatidae Pastinachus cf. Narrow cowtail - 2 Not EN (2020) Not Not
Gracilicaudus ray listed protected listed
Dasyatidae Pastinachus Narrow cowtail - 8 Not EN (2020) Not Not
gracilicaudus ray listed protected listed
Dasvatidae Pastinachus cf. Cowtail ray - 4 Not NT (2017) Not Not
14




sephen listed protected listed
Dasyatidae Pastinachus Roughnose - 18 Not EN (2020) Not Not
solocirostris cowtail ray listed protected listed
Dasyatidae Brevitrygon Bengal whipray - 64 Not VU Not Not
imbricata listed (2020) _protected listed
Dasyatidae Brevitrygon Scaly whipray - 34 Not NT (2017) Not Not
walga listed protected listed
Dasyatidae Brevitrygon Dwarf whipray - 8 Not NE Not Not
heterura listed protected listed
Dasyatidae Himantura Leopard Bagha 560 Not VU Not Not
leoparda whipray shaplapata listed (2015) protected listed
Dasyatidae Himantura Coach Whipray Bagha 452 Not vu Not Not
uarnak shaplapata listed (2015) protected listed
Dasyatidae Himantura Honeycomb Bagha 487 Not EN (2020) Not Not
undulata whipray shaplapata listed protected listed
Dasyatidae Pateobatis Jenkins’ - 23 Not vu Not Not
Jjenkinsii whipray listed (20135) protected listed
Dasyatidae Pateobatis Whitenose - 21 Not EN (2020) Not Not
uarnacoides whipray listed protected listed
Dasyatidae Pateobatis Bleeker's - 61 Not EN (2020) Not Not
bleekeri whipray listed protected listed
Dasyatidae Taeniurops Round - 21 Not VU Not Not
meyeni ribbontail ray listed (2015) protected listed
Dasyatidae Neotrygon cf. Bluespotted - 11 Not NE Not Not
Caeruleopunctata maskray listed protected listed
Dasyatidae Neotrygon indica Indian Ocean - 24 Not NE Not Not
blue-spotted listed protected listed
maskray
Dasyatidae Neotrygon kuhlii Blue-spotted - 5 Not DD Schedule I Not
stingray listed (2017) listed
Dasyatidae Neotrygon spp. Mask rays (Bay Nil fut 649 Not NE Not Not
of Bengal shaplapata listed protected listed
variants)
Dasyatidae Hemitrygon Bennett’s - 13 Not vu Not Not
bennetti stingray listed (2020) protected listed
Narcinidae Narcine Tonkin - 4 Not DD Not Not
prodorsalis numbfish listed (2007) protected listed
Narcinidae Narcine Brown - 1 Not DD Not Not
brunnea/timlei numbfish listed (2007) protected listed
Narcinidae Narcine sp. Andaman - 1 Not NE Not Not
numbfish listed protected listed
Gymnuridae Gymnura Long-tailed Podoni/Projapoti | 1321 Not NT (2006) | Schedule II Not
poecilura butterfly ray listed listed
Mobulidae Mobula kuhlii Shortfin Devil Shing 117 App. Il | EN (2020) Not App. 1
Ray Chowain/Badura protected &1l
Mobulidae Mobula Mobular | Giant Devil Ray Shing 380 App. 11 | EN(2018) Not App. |
Chowain/Badura protected & 11
Mobulidae Mobula birostris Giant Manta Shing 4 App.IT | EN(2019) Not App. 1
Ray Chowain/Badura protected & I1
Mobulidae Mobula Longhorned Shing 4 App. I | EN (2020) Not App. 1
eregoodoo Pygmy Devil Chowain/Badura protected & 11
Ray
Mobulidae Mobula Sicklefin Devil Shing 26 App. 11 | EN(2018) Not App. I
tarapacana Ray Chowain/Badura protected & 11
Mobulidae Mobula thurston Bentlin Devil Shing Chowain 54 App. EN (2018) Not Appl &
Ray Badura I protected Il
Aetobatidae Actobatus Spotted eagle - 45 Not VU Not Not
ocellatus ray listed (2015) protected listed
1
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Family

Scientific name

Common name

Local name
(Bangla)

Number

CITES

IVCN
(Year of
last
assessment

National
protection

Aetobatidae Aetobatus Longhead Eagle 21 Not (2006) Not Not
SNagellum Ray listed protected listed

Aectobatidae Aetobatus spp. Whitespotted - 34 Not NT (2006) | Schedule IT Not
Eagle Ray listed listed

Myliobatidae Actomylaeus Mottled eagle - 12 Not EN (2020) Not Not
maculatus ray listed protected listed

Rhinopteridae Ritinoptera Javanese Chowain 252 Not vu Not Not
Javanicu Cownose Ray listed (2006) protected listed

Rhinopteridae Rhinoptera Oman cownose Chowain 154 Not NE Not Not
Javakari ray listed protected listed

Species needing further photographic and genetic evidences

Carcharhinidae Laxodon Sliteye shark - 10 Not LC (2003) Not Not
macrorhinus listed protected listed

Hemiscyllidae Chilosevllium Ridgebacked - 1 Not vu Not Not
indicum Bamboo Shark listed (2020) protected listed

Hemiscyllidae Chiloscyllium Brownbanded 1 NT(20153) Not Not
punctatum bamboo shark protected listed

Dasyatidae Maculabatis Sharpnose - 23 Not EN (2020) Not Not
macrura whisray listed protected listed

Dasyatidae Telatrygon zugei Pale-edged - 13 Not NT (2016) Not Not
stingray listed protected listed

Dasyatidae Telatrygon cf. Indian - 2 Not NE Not Not
crozieri sharpnose ray listed protected listed

Narkidae Narke Numbray - 1 Not DD Not Not
dipterygia listed (2007) protected listed

Dasyatidae Pateobatis fai Pink whipray - A Not VU Not Not
listed (2015) protected listed
Mobulidae Mobula alfredi Alfred manta Shing Chowain/ 5 App. 11 VU Not App. 1
Badura (2018) protected &I

Myliobatidae Aetomylaeus Banded eagle - 1 Not VU Schedule 11 Not
nichofii ray listed (2015) listed




Unidentified individuals to the species level

requiem shark

Aetobatus sp. 243
Mobula sp. 243
Maculabatis sp. 324
Pateobatis sp. 265
Glaucostegus sp./ 1350
Rhinobatos sp.
Gymnura sp. Butterfly ray 11
Chiloscyllium Bamboo shark 159
spp.

Small unidentified 107743

requiem sharks

Unidentified large 225

Table 3: List of all Shark and Ray species recorded between January 2016 and December
2019, Global TUCN Red List of Threatened status (EN: Endangered; NT: Near
Threatened; VU: Vulnerable; DD: Data Deficient; LC: Least Concern); NE: Not
Evaluated). Assessment dates, CITES, CMS and National protection status are given with
commented on their identifications.

According to the Schedules no 1 and 2 of the Bangladesh Wildlife (Conservation and
Security) Act 2012 and amendment on 13 September 2021 current status of sharks and

rays are as follows;

Table 4. List of shark species occur in Bangladesh as per Bangladesh Wildlife
(Conservation and Security) Act 2012 and amendment on 13 September 2021.

NC s

Scientific Name Common/English Name Schedule in
Wildlife Act
Confirmed
Alopias pelagicus Pelagic thresher 1
Carcharhinus amboinensis Pig eye shark |
Carcharhinus leucas Bull shark |
Carcharhinus Graceful shark Il
amblyrhynchoides
*Carcharhinus longimanus Oceanic whitetip shark I
Carcharhinus brevipinna Spinner shark 11
Carcharhinus falciformis Silky shark 11
Glyphis gangeticus Ganges shark 1
Carcharhinus limbatus Black tip shark 11
Carcharhinus melanopterus Blacktip reef shark 11
170

C.




Scientific Name Common/English Name Schedule in
Wildlife Act
Carcharhinus sorrah Spottail shark 11
Lamiopsis temminckii Broadfin shark I
Galeocerdo cuvier Tiger shark 11

Negaprion acutidens

Sharptooth lemon shark

(Slender hammerhead)

Prionace glauca Blue shark 1l
Nebrius ferrugineus Tawny nurse shark 11
Hemipristis elongata Snaggletooth shark 11
Isurus oxyrinchus Shortfin mako shark I
Isurus paucus Longfin mako shark |
Rhincodon typus Whale shark |
Eusphyra blochii Winghead shark |

Sphyrna lewini

Scalloped hammerhead

Sphyrna mokarran

Great hammerhead

Sphyrna zygaena

Smooth hammerhead

Stegostoma fasciatum

Zebra shark

Triaenodon obesus

Whitetip reef shark

|

_—

Table 5. List of ray species occur in Bangladesh as per Bangladesh Wildlife (Conservation

and Security) Act 2012 and amendment on 13 September 2021.

Scientific Name Common/English Name | Schedule in
Wildlife Act
Confirmed

Aetomylaeus nichofii

Banded eagle ray

11

Rhinobatos annandalei

Bengal guitarfish
(Annandale's guitarfish)

Glaucostegus granulatus

Sharpnose guitarfish

Pateobatis bleekeri

Bleeker's whipray

Taeniurops meyeni Blotched stingray 11
Glaucostegus obtusus Widenose guitarfish I
Narcine timlei Brown numbfish 11
Glaucostegus typus Giant guitarfish |

Himantura uarnak

Coach whipray
(Reticulated whipray)

Glaucostegus thouin

Clubnose guitarfish

Himantura undulata

Honeycomb whipray
(Bleeker's variegated
whipray)

Mobula birostris

Giant manta ray

I
Urogymnus polylepis Giant freshwater whipray I
Mobula eregoodootenkee Longhorned pygmy devilray I
Mobula kuhlii Shortfin devilray (Kuhl's 1

devilray)

Pristis zijsron Green sawfish |
Pateobatis jenkinsii Jenkin's whipray 11
Rhinoptera javanica Javan cownose ray |

Himantura leoparda

I i

Leopard whipray












































































