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RESPONSE TO POSSIBLE INFRACTIONS FROM THAILAND UNDER THE
REGIONAL OBSERVER PROGRAMME
Prepared by IOTC Secretariat, 26 April 2014

This paper presents the responses to the possible infractions received by Thailand on 16 May 2014. It is additional
information to the Appendix Il Responses received from CPCs after the deadline of 25/02/2014 of the paper “lOTC-
2014-CoC11-08c - Summary Report on possible infractions ROP”.
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Department of Fisheries
Kaset Klang, Chatuchak
Paholyothin Road,
Bangkok 10900, Thailand
Tel/Fax: 662 5797947

14 May B.E. 2557 (2014)

No. 0505.3/ 92335

Dear Sir,

Subject: Investigation on the Possible Infractions of Thai Tuna Longliners During
At-Sea Transhipment in 2013

In 2013, the Thai tuna longliners, Mook Andaman 018 and Mook Andaman 028
conducted four at-sea transhipments on 21 and 23 October 2013 by the carrier vessel
CHITOSE and on 26 and 26 December 2013 by the carrier vessel SHOTA MARU. These
transhipments at sea were implemented in accordance with the IOTC Regional Observer
Programme and procedures in which the two tuna longliners were inspected by the deployed
regional observers.

The Department of Fisheries of Thailand received the IOTC observer reports
from the Secretariat in December 2013 and March 2014 respectively specifying possible
infractions observed by the regional observers during their at-sea transhipments as appeared in
the table attached herewith. The Department of Fisheries has conducted investigation of
possible infractions stipulated in the reports and would like to make the following conclusions:

1. The two tuna longliners had wvalid authorization to fish during the
transhipments at sea.

2. The two tuna longliners are equipped with the Vessel Monitoring System
(VMS) whereas the Department of Fisheries has been regularly monitoring
the locations and activities of these vessels. Nevertheless, the Department of
Fisheries would like to highlight the disparity occurring during the
inspections of the two deployed regional observers. The observer on board
the carrier vessel CHITOSE mentioned that he was not familiar with the
equipment “AMEC Camino 101S” which is, in fact, not the VMS installed
at the vessels. With that explanation, he identified that the vessels have no
VMS on board while the other deployed observers confirmed that there were
VMS on board the vessels. Attached herewith please find the details of
VMS system on board the two tuna longliners.

3. The Department consulted with the owner of the two tuna longliners and
requested the company to rectify the problem relating to clear name
markings as specified by the two observers in order to ensure that the same
problem shall not be observed again in the future inspection. In accordance
with the observer report, there was a lot progress with regard to name
marking of the vessel MOOK ANDAMAN 028 specifically confirmed by
the observer on board the carrier vessel SHOTA MARU later in December
2013. At present situation, the Department of Fisheries would like to
disclose the fact that both longliners already had clear vessel identification.
Attached herewith please find two photographs of the vessels MOOK
ANDAMAN 018 and MOOK ANDAMAN 028 for reference.

Overall...



e

Overall, the Department of Fisheries is very delighted with the outcome of its
investigation and is of the view that no clear ground exists to stipulate that the Thai tuna
longliners committed possible infraction during their at-sea transshipment in 2013.

Sir, I would like to kindly ask the IOTC Secretariat for distributing this letter to

the other CPCs as well. Thank you in advance.
Please be assured of our fullest cooperation.

Yours sincerely,

(Mr.Chirdsak Vongkatnotchoon)
Deputy Director-General
For Director-General

Rondolph Payet

Executive Secretary

Indian Ocean Tuna Commission

Le Chantier Mall - PO Box 1011, Victoria
Seychelles

Tel: 2484225494

Fax: 2484224364
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MOOK ANDAMAN 018

- VMS System : INMARSAT

= Brand : THRANE&THRANE
= Model : TT-3026S
= Serial No. : 4TTO89E6B29D

= IMN NO. : 424400456

MOOK ANDAMAN 028

= VMS System : INMARSAT

- Brand : THRANE&THRANE
- Model : TT-3026S

= Serial No. : 4TT089CC001C
- IMN NO. : 424426553
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FEATURES

« Fully compliant with |EC 62;
- Receives both Class A and Class B AIS messages
- Compatible with major AlS-ready Navigation Systems
- Greatly improves the level of the situational awareness, even in
bad weather, worse vision or congested watéway

using design, easy for \
wireless design and o
Viewer software for |
play with two viewi
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