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ATTACHMENT 1 

 

Requirement: Full Data on Historical Fisheries, Including: 

a) Nominal catches;  

b) Number/type of vessels; 

c) Name of fishing vessels;  

d) Fishing effort/fishing areas. 

 

Liberia 

 

NOTE: This requirement does not apply to Liberia for non-domestic fishing 

activities. In the event there is consideration for registration of fishing vessels in 

IOTC’s Convention Area, Liberia will provide notification of the same, including: 

 

a) Nominal catches;  

b) Number/type of vessels; 

c) Name of fishing vessels;  

d) Fishing effort/fishing areas. 

 

However, we may provide a spreadsheet identifying currently registered 

Liberian-flagged reefer vessels by name, type, and IMO number. 
 



ATTACHMENT 2 

 
Requirement: Data that Contracting Parties have to Submit to 
IOTC Based on the Resolutions Adopted by IOTC: 
 
 
Liberia: At the IOTC’s request, Liberia is willing to compile the necessary 
information and submit without delay to the IOTC. 
 

 



ATTACHMENT 3 

 
Requirement: Details on Current Fishing Presence in the IOTC 
Area, Number of Vessels and Characteristics: 
 
 
Liberia: This requirement does not apply to Liberia for non-domestic fishing 
activities. In the event there is consideration for registration of fishing vessels in 
IOTC’s Convention Area, Liberia will provide said information. 
 

 



ATTACHMENT 4 

 

Requirement: Information on any Research Programs that Liberia 

has Conducted in the IOTC Area and Results: 

 

 
Liberia: This requirement does not apply to Liberia. In the event there is 

consideration for research programs in IOTC’s Convention Area, Liberia will 

provide the requisite information. 

 

 



ATTACHMENT 5 

 
Requirement: Commitment to Respect and Fully Cooperate in the 
Implementation of IOTC’s Conservation and Management 
Measures (CMMs): 
 
Liberia makes this explicit commitment to respect and fully cooperate in the 
implementation of IOTC’s CMMs, specifically: 
 
Resolution 13/01  Concerning the IOTC record of vessels authorized to operate in the IOTC 

area of competence; 
 
Resolution 12/10 To promote implementation of Conservation and Management Measures 

already adopted by IOTC; 
 
Resolution 11/03  Establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, 

unreported and unregulated fishing in the IOTC area of competence; 
 
Resolution 06/03  On establishing a vessel monitoring system program. 



ATTACHMENT 6 

 
Requirement: Inform the Commission of the Measures to Ensure 

Compliance by Liberian Flagged Reefer Vessels: 

 

 
Monitoring:   Liberia has established Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) 

requirements for all ships that engage in transshipment through our transshipment 

licensing program. When a ship applies for a transshipment license, the ship is sent 

an Automatic Location Communicator (ALC) in the form of a VMS Thorium kit 

(including a tablet), sent directly from our office in Virginia, USA. The vessels 

will send location positions to our Fish Monitoring Center (FMC) once every one 

(1) hour. We source our VMS through CLS America.  

 

Transshipment Reports: The VMS tablet comprises of both an electronic 

transshipment logbook and reporting tool. As required, before and/or after each 

transshipment or landing, a transshipment declaration will be sent to the 

Secretariat, our flag state FMC and/or port state competent authority. 

 

Annual Reports: Liberia will also submit annual reports to the IOTC as required.  
 

Contacts:   The Liberian Registry has 17 offices around the world and nearly 400 

flag state inspectors at all major shipping ports. The head office of the Registry is 

in Vienna, Virginia, USA, which is where we operate our Flag State Fisheries 

Monitoring Centre for vessels engaged in transshipment activities.  
 

Inspection:  If one of our vessels is inspected and an infringement is found, the 

Liberian Registry has the authority to send a vessel to port pursuant to Liberian 

Maritime Regulations (RLM-108). Regulations are made by the Commissioner of 

Liberia Maritime Authority under the powers conferred upon him by section 11 of 

Chapter 1 of Title 21 of the Laws of The Republic of Liberia (the Maritime Law).  

 

ISO 9001:  The Liberian Registry has a Quality Management System (QMS) that is 

ISO 9001 certified through the British Standards Institution (BSI). This ensures 

that we maintain a quality transshipment program with strict procedures that are 

followed by our office and our vessels, all of which are independently and 

externally audited annually. 



ATTACHMENT 7 

 

 
Draft Marine Notice; 

Relevant Sections of the Liberian Fisheries 

Regulations (2010) 
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Inquiries concerning the subject of this Notice should be directed to the Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Republic of Liberia,  
the Liberian International Ship & Corporate Registry, LLC, 8619 Westwood Center Dr., Suite 300, Vienna, VA 22182, USA 
  01/2015 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office of 
Deputy Commissioner  

of Maritime Affairs 
 

THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 
LIBERIA MARITIME AUTHORITY 

 

Marine Notice 
 

____-005 
02 JAN 2015 

  
 

TO:  ALL SHIPOWNERS AND OPERATORS OF LIBERIAN-FLAGGED 
REEFER VESSELS 

 
SUBJECT: Transshipment and Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 

Activities 
 
Reference: (A) Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) 

(b)  Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) 
(c) International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas 

(ICCAT) 
(d)  Southern Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organization 

(SPRFMO)  
(e) Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) 

 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
 This Notice advises those owners and operators of Liberian-flagged reefer vessels 
involved in or plan to be involved in the transshipment of certain fish stocks in and around the 
Indian Ocean. Transshipment facilitates the laundering of ‘pirate’ fish, due to the inability of 
coastal and Flag State authorities to monitor how, by whom and where transferred fish is caught. 
Global losses due to Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) or pirate fishing are estimated to 
be between $10 billion and $23.5 billion every year. Flag States are urged by Regional Fisheries 
Management Organizations (RFMOs) to discourage their reefer vessels from carrying out illegal 
transshipment. 
 
APPLICABILITY: 

 
 This Notice applies to all Liberian-flagged reefer vessels engaging in or plan to engage in 
fish transshipment in and around the Indian Ocean. Pursuant to the RFMOs’ principles, 
members, including Contracting Parties (CPs) and Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties 
(CNCPs) are advised to: 

 Authorize the use of fishing and reefer vessels flying their flags for activities only where 
they are able to exercise effectively their responsibilities in respect of such vessels; 

 Implement and enforce conservation and management measures (CMMs) through 
effective monitoring, control and surveillance; and  

 Deter IUU fishing. 
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DESCRIPTION: 
 

A. Transshipment 
  
 Transshipment is the transfer of consignments from a fishing vessel to another vessel, 
generally a refrigerated cargo ship, or reefer. These transfers can either take place in ports or at 
sea and are a key cause of the lack of transparency in global fisheries that enables illegal, 
unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing. 
 

B. IUU Fishing Activities 
 

IUU fishing is the term used to describe fishing activity which contravenes national or 
international agreements and management measures. RFMOs, in their efforts to combat illegal 
fishing, review information provided by their member states on activities of fishing and reefer 
vessels that could potentially undermine the effectiveness of their CMMs. Vessels are presumed 
to have carried out IUU fishing activities when those vessels: 

 Harvest protected fish stocks in a given Convention Area and are neither registered nor 
authorized to fish in that area; 

 Do not record or report their catches in accordance with reporting requirements, or 
deliberately make false reports;  

 Engage in fishing, including transshipment, contrary to CMMs; and 
 Fish and or transship without a license. 

 
C. IUU Vessels List 
 

Vessels that are confirmed to have conducted one or more of the above activities are listed on 
a draft “IUU Vessels List” which is then transmitted to CPs and CNCPs whose vessels are 
included thereon. The Flag State has the responsibility to notify the owner of the vessels of their 
inclusion on the List and of the consequences that may result. Some probable actions against 
vessels presumed to have engaged in IUU activities, include: 

 Withdrawal or suspension of licenses; 
 Prohibition of port access; 
 Confiscation of catch; 
 Refusal to grant a flag; 
 De-flagging of vessel; and 
 Prohibition of importation, exportation and re-exportation of fishery products. 

 
D. Deletion from IUU Vessels List 

 
 A vessel may be removed from an IUU Vessels List if the vessel’s Flag State 
demonstrates that: 

 The vessel did not engage in any IUU fishing activities; or 
 Effective action has been taken in response to the IUU fishing activities in question, 

including, prosecution, and imposition of sanctions of adequate severity; 
 It has adopted measures that will ensure that the vessel complies with all; and 
 It will be able to assume effectively its responsibilities regarding the monitoring and 

control of the vessel’s fishing activities in the Convention Area. 
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REQUIREMENTS: 
 
 The RFMOs require that their members take the necessary measures to ensure that 
fishing or reefer vessels flying their flag comply with certain requirements when fishing or 
engaging in transshipment activities. Below are some requirements that are applicable to 
Liberian-flagged reefer vessels:  
 
1.0 Conservation and Management Measures (CMMs) 
 

Contracting and Non-Contracting Parties are required to implement CMMs adopted by 
the RFMOs, including, but not limited to measures: 

(a) To implement port state measures to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing; 
(b) To establish a list of vessels presumed to have carried IUU fishing; 
(c) To ensure the long-term sustainability of fishery resources and promote the objective 

of their responsible utilization; and 
(d) To establish programs for transshipment by large-scale vessels; 
 

2.0 Flag State Duties to be Implemented by Liberia in IOTC Convention Area 
 

Flag States are required to take all necessary measures to ensure that fishing and or reefer 
vessels flying their flag: 

A. Comply with the provisions of IOTC’s Conventions and the CMMs adopted, and 
ensure that vessels do not engage in any activity which undermines the effectiveness 
of such measures; 

B. Authorize the use of vessels flying its flag for transshipment in the Convention Area; 
C. Maintain a Record of Vessels entitled to fly its flag and authorized to fish for fishery 

resources, and ensure that, for all such vessels, such information as may be specified 
by the Commission is entered in that register; 

D. Notify the Commission when a previously authorized vessel is no longer authorized 
by the Member or CNCP to fish within the Convention area; 

E. Carry and operate equipment sufficient to comply with vessel monitoring system 
(VMS) standards and procedures adopted by the Commission; 

F. Land or transship fishery resources caught in the Convention Area in accordance with 
standards and procedures adopted by the Commission; 

G. Take all necessary measures to support efforts to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU 
fishing; and 

H. Investigate immediately and report on actions taken in response to any alleged 
violation by fishing vessels and or reefer vessels flying their flags.  

 
3.0 Shipowner and Operator Responsibilities   
 

Shipowners and Operators of vessels must comply with the applicable national laws of 
each State Party to the Convention in whose jurisdiction it enters and must be responsible for the 
compliance by the vessels and crew with such laws and vessels must be operated in accordance 
with such laws. Shipowners and Operators of vessels engaging in transshipment activities in the 
are to: 
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A. Ensure that they obtain authorization from the flag State before engaging in 
transshipment activities;  

B. Ensure that authorization issued by the flag State of the vessel and, if applicable, any 
license must be carried on board the vessel at all times and produced at the request of 
an authorized enforcement official of any member of the Commission; 

C. Ensure that data on landings and transshipment operations are provided to the flag; 
D. Ensure that the vessel is marked and identified; at all times when the vessel is in the 

Convention Area, all parts of such markings must be clear and distinct; 
E. Ensure that Automatic Location Communicator (ALC) on the vessels remains 

operational and report in accordance with the RFMOs’ vessel monitoring standards; 
F. Allow and assist any person authorized by the RFMOs in whose designated port or 

area a transshipment takes place to have full access to and use of facilities and 
equipment which such authorized person may determine is necessary to carry out his 
or her duties, including full access to the bridge, fish on board and areas which may 
be used to hold, process, weigh and store fish, and full access to the vessel’s records, 
including its log and documentation for the purpose of inspection and photocopying.  

 
4.0  Transshipment Licenses - Authorization 

 
Flag states are encouraged to ensure that all their fishing, transport and support vessels 

involved in transshipment at sea have obtained a prior authorization or a transshipment license 
issued by the Flag State and to report to the RFMOs or other designated institution the required 
information about operations. 

 
The Liberian Registry, upon approval/acceptance from the IOTC and other RFMOs, will 

issue transshipment licenses authorizing Liberian-flagged reefer vessels to participate in 
transshipment activities in various Convention Areas.  
 
5.0 Monitoring, Compliance and Enforcement 
 

The RFMOs have established appropriate cooperative procedures for effective 
monitoring, control and surveillance of fishing and transshipment and to ensure compliance with 
their Conventions and CMMs: 

 The establishment and maintenance of record of vessels authorized to fish in the 
Convention Area; 

 Ensuring that vessels are equipped with operational Automatic Location Communicator 
(ALC); 

 The marking of vessels and fishing gear, the recording of fishing activities, and the 
reporting of vessel movements and activities by a satellite vessel monitoring system; 

 An inspection program, both at sea and in port, including procedures to board and inspect 
vessels in the Convention Area; 

 Reporting on violations detected, progress and outcomes of investigations, and 
enforcement actions taken. 

 
6.0 Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) 
 

Liberia will ensure that all Liberian flagged reefer vessels engaging in transshipment 
activities in the Convention Areas are fitted with fully operational ALC. VMS service will be 
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provided for Liberian flagged vessels by a company designated by Liberia.  
 

7.0 High Seas Boarding 
 
The RFMOs have established procedures for high seas boarding. These procedures may 

include authorized observers and inspectors with the authority to inspect fishing and reefer 
vessels in the Convention Areas, their licenses, gear, equipment, records, and any relevant 
documents necessary to verify compliance with the CMMs in force pursuant to their 
Conventions and other established procedures. 

 
 
 

 
 

** * ** 
 
  































ATTACHMENT 8 

 

Spreadsheet Identifying Reefer Vessels  

Currently Registered in Liberia 
 



Vessel Name Call Sign IMO No. Flag State Status
FRIO OLYMPIC A8EJ6 8801802  Liberia Active

PRINCE OF SEAS A8JI5 9014444 Liberia Active
FRIO IONIAN ELPE2 9014793 Liberia Active

TAGANROGSKIY ZALIV A8UC4 9016973 Liberia Active
BONAIRE TRADER D5GP9 9340922 Liberia Active
GREEN GLACIER D5HI8 9004401 Liberia Active

LIBERIAN FLAGGED REEFER VESSELS AUTHORIZED TO ENGAGE IN TRANSSHIPMENT 
ACTIVITIES



REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

MONROVIA, LIBERIA

Office o f the Minister

Mr. Rondolph P ay e t February  12, 2015
Secretary
Indian O cean  T una Com mission 
2nd Floor, Le C hantie r Mall 
P.O. Bo x  1011 
Victoria, M ahe, Seychelles

R E: L ib e r ia 's  A p p lic a t io n  fo r  C o o p e r a t in g  N o n - C o n tr a c t in g  P a r ty  S t a tu s

D ear Mr. Secretary:

T his le tte r se rv es  a s  L iberia's application  fo r co opera ting  N on-C ontracting Party  ("CNCP") 
s ta tu s  w ith th e  Ind ian  O cean  Tuna Com m ission ( ' lO T C '). P lease  n o te  th a t  ou r re aso n  for 
a tta in ing  CNCP s ta tu s  is b e ca u se  w e  h av e  in o u r  Liberian Regis try  reefe r v esse ls th a t  participate  
In tran ssh ip m en t activ ities in  th e  IOTC C onvention A rea. T he  following inform ation com prises 
th e  req u irem en ts  for CNCP s ta tu s  a n d  subm rtted  in su p p o rt of L iberia's APPLICATION:

1. W here  available , d a ta  o n  historical fisheries In th e  IOTC A rea, including nom inal catches, 
n u m b er/ty p e  of vessels, n am e  o f fishing vessels, fishing effort a n d  fishing a rea s ;

2 . Ail th e  d a ta  th a t  C ontracting P artie s  h av e  to  subm it to  IOTC b ased  on th e  resolutions 
a d o p te d  by IOTC;

3 . D etails o n  c u rren t fishing p resen ce  in th e  IOTC Area, n u m b er o f  v esse ls  a n d  vessel 
characteristics;

4 . Inform ation o n  any  research  p ro g ram s cond u cted  in th e  IOTC Area a n d  th e  inform ation 
a n d  th e  resu lts  o f  th is  research;

5 . C om m itm ent to  re sp ec t th e  C om m ission 's conservation  a n d  m an ag em en t m ea su re s  and ;
6 . Inform  IOTC of th e  m easu re s  to  en su re  com pliance by Liberian flagged  v esse ls of 

IOTC's conservation  a n d  m an ag em en t m easu res;
7 . Draft M arine Notice a n d  re levan t sec tio n s o f  th e  Liberian Fisheries R egulations; and
8 . S p re a d sh ee t identifying reefer v esse ls  curren tly  reg is te red  in  Liberia.

Kindly rev ert w ith an  acknow ledgem en t a n d  a d vis e  w h e th er Liberia can  b e  g ran ted  CNCP 
s ta tu s .
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