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PURPOSE

To provide the Commission with an opportunity to consider the applications for Contracting Party (Members) status
in accordance with article IV.2 of the Agreement, and for acquisition of the Cooperating Non-Contracting Party
(CNCP) status, in accordance with Rule IX of the IOTC Rules of Procedure (2014).

BACKGROUND

Contracting Party (Member) status:

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea: On the 6™ April 2017, in conformity with the provisions of Article XVII.1
of the Agreement for the Establishment of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (1993), an instrument of acceptance
of the Agreement by the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea was submitted for consideration
to the Director-General of the FAO.

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, a member of FAO, is not a coastal State situated wholly or partly
within the Area of the Agreement. Based on the information available to the Depositary, vessels of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea do not engage in fishing in the Area for stocks covered by the Agreement. Therefore, the
elegibility criteria set forth in the text of the IOTC Agreement are not fulfilled.

At its Thirteenth Session in 2009, the Commission recommended that, when the eligibility criteria are not met, the
Depository should seek the views of the Members of the Commission. Accordingly, the Members are invited to
inform the Commission of the opinion they may have in the context of this issue.

Cooperating Non-Contracting Party (CNCP) status:

The IOTC Rules of Procedure (2014), Rule IX, require the following action in regards to ‘Cooperating Non-
Contracting Party status’:

1. The Chairperson or the Vice-Chairperson acting as Chairperson of the Commission, shall annually send
a letter to all non-Contracting Parties known to be fishing in the IOTC area of competence for species
covered by the Agreement to urge them to become a Contracting Party to IOTC or attain the status of a
Cooperating Non-Contracting Party. In doing so, the Chairperson or the Vice-Chairperson shall
instruct the Executive Secretary to provide a copy of all relevant Conservation and Management
Measures adopted by the Commission.

2. The application process for requesting the status of Cooperating Non-Contracting Party is provided at
Appendix II1. [of the IOTC Rules of Procedure (2014)]

DISCUSSION

In accordance with Rule IX, paragraph 1 of the IOTC Rules of Procedure (2014) (shown above), on 6 February 2017
letters of invitation to become either a Contracting Party or a Cooperating Non-Contracting Party of the IOTC, were
communicated to each of the eleven (11) remaining coastal States of the IOTC area of competence, who are not
currently CPCs.

e Bahrain

e East Timor

e Egypt
e Iraq

e Israel

e Jordan
e Kuwait

e Myanmar
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e Qatar
e Saudi Arabia
e  United Arab Emirates

Update: Of the 11 Non-CPCs contacted, no response has been received.
Cooperating Non-Contracting Party (CNCP) status: 2016-17 CNCPs

At the 20™ Session of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), held in La Reunion, France from 23 -27 May
2016, the Commission granted the status of Cooperating Non-Contracting Party (CNCP) to the following four (4)
countries until the close of the 21% Session in 2017 (22-25 May 2017).

Bangladesh

Djibouti

Liberia

Senegal

In accordance with the IOTC Rules of Procedure (2014), Appendix III paragraph 1, invitations were sent to each of
the four (4) current CNCPs on 6 February 2017, requesting that they consider submitting an application for renewal
of their CNCP status to the IOTC. The CNCPs were reminded that in accordance with the IOTC Rules of Procedure
(2014), a formal request needs to be made to the IOTC Executive Secretary no later than ninety (90) days in advance
of the next Session of the Commission, which in this case was 15 February 2017.

Each CNCP was also reminded of the following decision taken by the Commission at its 19™ Annual Session:

“The Commission AGREED that applications for CNCP status shall no longer be considered unless the
applications are submitted on time and in accordance with Rule IX.2 Appendix IlI, of the IOTC Rules of
Procedure (2014), and that the concerned parties are present at the Compliance Committee and Commission
meetings to present their application and respond to questions from CPCs. One of the key requirements is for
applications to be received by the Executive Secretary no later than ninety (90) days in advance of an Annual
Session of the Commission, to be considered at that meeting” (Paragraph 82, IOTC-2015-S19-R[E]: 155 pp)

Provided at Appendix I are the details for each CNCP application received for consideration by the Commission
in 2016.

RECOMMENDATION/S
That the Commission:

1) NOTE paper IOTC-2017-S21-06 which provided the Commission with an opportunity to consider the
applications for Contracting Party (Member) status in accordance with article IV.2 of the Agreement, and for
acquisition of the Cooperating Non-Contracting Party (CNCP) status, in accordance with Rule IX of the
IOTC Rules of Procedure (2014).

2) CONSIDER the situation of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, given that it is not a coastal State
situated wholly or partly within the Area of the Agreement. It would also appear that the vessels of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea do not engage in fishing in the Area, for stocks covered by the
Agreement.

3) CONSIDER whether to renew or grant the status of Cooperating Non-Contracting Party to the four (4)
applicants received in 2017, until the close of the 22™ Session in 2018, taking into consideration the
deliberations at the 14™ Session of the Compliance Committee.
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APPENDIX I
Current CNCP: Applications
CNCP Supporting Application Apolication received Application Present at CoC14 Present Ehog:lbllggiged S21
applications information deadline PP complete CoC14 Recommendation at S21 Rules Decision
o . I0OTC-2017-CoC14- | 15 February Yes The CoC Pending Pending Pending
Liberia CNCPO1 2017 06 February 2017 Complete RECOMMENDED

2.a) where available, data on its historical fisheries in the
IOTC area, including nominal catches, number/type of
vessels, name of fishing vessels, fishing effort and fishing

areas;

2.b) all the data that Contracting Parties have to submit to
IOTC based on the Resolutions adopted by IOTC,;

2.¢) details on current fishing presence in the IOTC area,
number of vessels and vessel characteristics and;

2.d) information on any research programmes it may have
conducted in the IOTC Area and the information and the

results of this research.

3.a) confirm its commitment to respect the Commission’s
Conservation and Management Measures and;

3.b) inform IOTC of the measures it takes to ensure
compliance by its vessels of IOTC Conservation and
Management Measures

that the Commission
considers renewing
the status of Liberia
as Cooperating
Non-Contracting
Party of the IOTC.
orc-2017-
CoC14-R para 134)
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CNCP Supporting Application .. . Application Present at CoCl4 . Present Eligible based SZI
e . . . . Application received Recommendatio on IOTC Decision
applications information deadline complete CoC14 n at S21 Rules
-2017- - NOTING that i i i
Djibouti IOTCCZNO(I;) (()320C 14- | 15 I;%blr;lary 8 February 2017 Tncomplete No Dibout was r?ot Pending Pending Pending
present during the

2.a) where available, data on its historical fisheries in the [OTC
area, including nominal catches, number/type of vessels, name
of fishing vessels, fishing effort and fishing areas;

2.b) all the data that Contracting Parties have to submit to IOTC
based on the Resolutions adopted by IOTC;

2.¢) details on current fishing presence in the IOTC area,
number of vessels and vessel characteristics and;

2.d) information on any research programmes it may have
conducted in the IOTC Area and the information and the results
of this research.

3.a) confirm its commitment to respect the Commission’s
Conservation and Management Measures and;

3.b) inform IOTC of the measures it takes to ensure compliance
by its vessels of IOTC Conservation and Management
Measures

CoCl14 to present
their application for
Cooperating Non-
Contracting Party
status, the CoC
RECOMMENDED
that the Commission
considers the
application by
Djibouti for the status
of Cooperating Non-
Contracting Party of
the IOTC (IOTC—-
2017-CoC14—
CNCPO02) at S21,
bearing in mind
paragraph 82 of the
Report of the 19"
Session of the
Commission. (/OTC—
2017—CoC14-R para
135)
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. s s Eligible based S21
CNC? .Supportl.ng Appllcz}tlon Application received Application Present at CoC14 . Present on IOTC Decision
applications information deadline complete CoC14 Recommendation at S21 Rules
I0OTC-2017-CoC14- | 15 February Yes The CoC Pending Pending Pending
Senegal CNCPO3 2017 14 February 2017 Complete RECOMMENDED

2.a) where available, data on its historical fisheries in the
IOTC area, including nominal catches, number/type of vessels,
name of fishing vessels, fishing effort and fishing areas;

2.b) all the data that Contracting Parties have to submit to
IOTC based on the Resolutions adopted by IOTC;

2.¢) details on current fishing presence in the IOTC area,
number of vessels and vessel characteristics and;

2.d) information on any research programmes it may have
conducted in the IOTC Area and the information and the
results of this research.

3.a) confirm its commitment to respect the Commission’s
Conservation and Management Measures and;

3.b) inform IOTC of the measures it takes to ensure
compliance by its vessels of IOTC Conservation and
Management Measures

that the Commission
consider renewing
the status of Senegal
as Cooperating
Non-Contracting
Party of the IOTC.
orCc-2017-
CoC14-R para 136)
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CNCP Supporting Application s . Application Present at CoC14 Present Eligible based SZI
.. . . . Application received . on IOTC Decision
applications information deadline complete CoC14 Recommendation at S21 Rules
I0OTC-2017-CoC14- | 15 February No NOTING that Pending Pending Pending
Bangladesh CNCPO4 2017 19 February 2017 Complete Bangladesh was not

2.a) where available, data on its historical fisheries in the
IOTC area, including nominal catches, number/type of vessels,
name of fishing vessels, fishing effort and fishing areas;

2.b) all the data that Contracting Parties have to submit to
IOTC based on the Resolutions adopted by IOTC;

2.¢) details on current fishing presence in the IOTC area,
number of vessels and vessel characteristics and;

2.d) information on any research programmes it may have
conducted in the IOTC Area and the information and the
results of this research.

3.a) confirm its commitment to respect the Commission’s
Conservation and Management Measures and;

3.b) inform IOTC of the measures it takes to ensure
compliance by its vessels of IOTC Conservation and
Management Measures

present during the
CoCl14 to present
their application for
Cooperating Non-
Contracting Party
status, the CoC
RECOMMENDED
that the Commission
consider the
application by
Bangladesh for the
status of
Cooperating Non-
Contracting Party of
the IOTC (I0OTC—
2017-CoC14-
CNCPO05) at S21,
bearing in mind
paragraph 82 of the
Report of the 19"
Session of the
Commission.
oTCc-2017-
CoCI14-R para 137)
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