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31 May 2019 

IOTC CIRCULAR  

2019-25 
 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

DRAFT INDIAN OCEAN TUNA COMMISSION IUU VESSELS LIST – ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

In accordance with Paragraph 12 of IOTC Resolution 18/03: On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried 
out illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing in the IOTC Area, please find attached a communication from the United 
Kingdom (OT) concerning the four Sri Lankan vessels listed in the 2019 Draft IOTC IUU Vessels List. 

I encourage CPCs to refer to the text of IOTC Resolution 18/03 for more details on these matters. Please do not hesitate 
to contact the IOTC Secretariat should you require further information. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 
Christopher O’Brien 
Executive Secretary  

 

Attachment: 

 Communication from the United Kingdom (OT) 
 

mailto:iotc-secretariat@fao.org
http://www.iotc.org/
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Dr Chris O’Brien                             30 May 2019   
Executive Secretary  
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission  
Mahe   
Seychelles  
cc.  Mr Hosea Gonza Mbilinyi, Chair of the Compliance Committee;  

Ms Anne-France Mattlet, Vice Chair;  
Mr Kumara, and Ms K Hewapathirana, DFAR, Sri Lanka 

 
 
Dear Dr O’Brien,   

 

Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out IUU fishing in the IOTC 
Area of Competence:  Sri Lankan Flagged Vessels IMULA 0030 GLE; IMULA 0207 GLE; IMULA 
0293 KLT; IMULA 0728 KLT   

 

I refer to the 2019 Draft IUU vessels list circulated today, and four letters from UKOT to the IOTC Secretariat 
dated 28 March 2019 with evidence for the above referenced vessels flagged to Sri Lanka. Pursuant to 
paragraph 12 of Resolution 18/03 this letter contains additional information regarding these four vessels on 
the Draft IUU vessel List. Correspondence between the BIOT Administration and Sri Lanka since 28 March 
is attached (the evidence referred to by Sri Lanka is not attached, but was separately provided to the IOTC 
Secretariat in Sri Lanka’s response pursuant to paragraph 10 of Resolution 18/03 at 15 days). For simplicity 
all four vessels are dealt with here rather than in separate correspondence.  

IMULA 0030 GLE; IMULA 0207 GLE; IMULA 0293 KLT; 

Based on the evidence provided by Sri Lanka, the BIOT Administration is now satisfied that the actions 
taken by Sri Lanka against the owners of these three vessels are of adequate severity and proportionate to the 
criminality engaged in within BIOT waters. We note the steps taken to monitor the location of the fishing 
vessels during the period of fine repayment and that they are permitted only to fish within the Sri Lankan 
EEZ, and consider that the level of monitoring of these vessels, on a trip by trip basis demonstrates 
appropriate oversight.  We further note that if the owners stop paying their fine instalments the vessels will 
be impounded until the full fines are paid. 

The BIOT Administration now withdraw our recommendation for IUU listing and revise our 
recommendation to a) ‘Notification to the IOTC Secretariat only. No further Action is recommended’ 

IMULA 0728 KLT 

Based on the evidence provided by Sri Lanka, the BIOT Administration consider that appropriate action was 
taken against the skipper of this vessel. Whilst we remain unsatisfied that sanctions of adequate severity have 
been taken in respect of the owner, we recognise that under Sri Lankan law that two separate investigations 
cannot be initiated for the same incident and consequently no further action can be taken by Sri Lanka against 
the owner. 

The BIOT Administration now withdraw our recommendation for IUU listing and revise our 
recommendation to a) ‘Notification to the IOTC Secretariat only. No further Action is recommended’ 

mailto:enquiry@mrag.co.uk
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We shall be happy to present these revised recommendations to the IOTC Compliance Committee when the 
Draft IUU Vessel List is discussed. 

I would be grateful if you could circulate this material for the information and consideration of the 
Compliance Committee.  

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Dr C.C. Mees 
Head of UK(OT) Delegation to IOTC 
Enclosed:  Letter from DFAR to BIOT 29/03/19 
  Letter from BIOT to DFAR 24/04/19 
  Letter from DFAR to BIOT 17/05/19 
  Letter from BIOT to DFAR 30/05/19 

mailto:enquiry@mrag.co.uk








                                   
 

18 Queen Street  
London   
W1J 5PN   
United Kingdom                            

              
        Tel:       (+ 44) 020 7255 7755   
        Fax:    (+ 44) 020 7499 5388  
        E-Mail: enquiry@mrag.co.uk  
        Internet:     www.mrag.co.uk    

    

MRAG Ltd 
Registered Company no. 291 2982  
VAT Registration No 877 7013 92 
 

In association with 
Marine Education and Conservation Trust 

Reg. Charity No. 297 193 

 

Ginigie Prasanna Janaka Kumara       24 April 2019 
Director General 
Department of Fisheries and Natural Resources 
No. 10 New Secretariat 
Maligawatta, Colombo 10  
 
E-Mail:  Director General   dgdfar@gmail.com 

Cc: Kalyani Hewapathirana   hewakal2012@gmail.com 
Geethamali Chandrasiri  ip@fisheriesdept.gov.lk  

  Janak Pushpakumara  kumara84janaka@gmail.com  
Nuwan Gunawardana   nuwan54@gmail.com;  

 

 

Dear Mr. Kumara, 

Reporting presumed IUU vessels to the IOTC Compliance Committee (CoC) 

Thank you for the letter submitted on your behalf by Kalyani Hewapathirana, dated 29 March 2019 
responding to that dated 26 March from BIOTA.  We thank you for your feedback on VMS on multiday 
vessels, and that timelines for changing the Fisheries Act in respect of skippers will be provided in due course. 

IOTC IUU vessel listing 

As you are aware, by the 70 day reporting deadline to IOTC Compliance Committee, in respect of four vessels 
flagged to Sri Lanka, the BIOT Administration were unable to conclude on the information provided that 
actions of adequate severity had been or shall be taken by Sri Lanka. The vessels are now on the IOTC draft 
IUU vessels list.  

IMUL A 0030 GLE; IMUL0207 GLE; and IMUL 0293 KLT 

We remain unable to conclude on the information currently provided up to and including your above 
referenced letter, that actions of adequate severity have or shall be taken and maintain our recommendation for 
IUU listing.  

We note that Sri Lankan Law permits an administrative process rather than a Court process for first–time 
violations. We would be grateful if you would please provide the following details, with supporting evidence, 
to help our determination of the adequacy of actions taken by Sri Lanka: 

 What was the administrative penalty imposed for each of the owners of these vessels? 

 Has that penalty been implemented, and have the penalties been settled?  

 Are the vessels still detained in port? If not please provide details of the periods for which the vessels 
were detained.   

IMUL 0728 KLT.  

Thank you for the further details relating to this vessel and its owner. We welcome the action taken against the skipper 
of this vessel, but remain unsatisfied that sanctions of adequate severity have been taken in respect of the owner. 
However, we recognise that under Sri Lankan law that two separate investigations cannot be initiated for the same 
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incident and consequently no further action can be taken by Sri Lanka. We will therefore withdraw our IUU listing for 
this vessel. 

If you have any questions or require assistance please do not hesitate to contact Chris Mees (c.mees@mrag.co.uk) 
or James Moir Clark (j.clark@mrag.co.uk). We look forward to your continued cooperation. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr C.C. Mees       Linsey Billing    

Head of UK(OT) Delegation to IOTC    BIOT Administration, Director of Fisheries
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Kalyani Hewapathirana        30 May 2019 
Head of Delegation to IOTC 
Department of Fisheries and Natural Resources 
No. 10 New Secretariat 
Maligawatta, Colombo 10  
 
E-Mail:  Kalyani Hewapathirana   hewakal2012@gmail.com 

Cc: Director General   dgdfar@gmail.com 
Geethamali Chandrasiri  ip@fisheriesdept.gov.lk  

  Janak Pushpakumara  kumara84janaka@gmail.com  
Nuwan Gunawardana   nuwan54@gmail.com;  

Dear Ms Hewapathirana, 

Reporting presumed IUU vessels to the IOTC Compliance Committee (CoC) 

Thank you for your letter dated 17 May 2019 responding to that dated 24 April from BIOTA.   

IOTC IUU vessel listing: IMUL A 0030 GLE; IMUL0207 GLE; and IMUL 0293 KLT 

We note the further actions taken by Sri Lanka against the owners of these three vessels. On the basis of the 
evidence and information provided the BIOT Administration is now satisfied that the actions taken are of 
adequate severity and proportionate to the criminality engaged in within BIOT waters. We note the steps taken 
to monitor the location of the fishing vessels during the period of fine repayment and that they are permitted 
only to fish within the Sri Lankan EEZ, and consider that the level of monitoring of these vessels, on a trip by 
trip basis demonstrates appropriate oversight.  We further note that if the owners stop paying their fine 
instalments the vessels will be impounded until the full fines are paid. 

The BIOT Administration will write separately to the IOTC Secretariat for the information of the Compliance 
Committee indicating that we are now content to change the recommendation to a) ‘Notification to the IOTC 
Secretariat only. No further Action is recommended’. 

If you have any questions or require assistance please do not hesitate to contact myself (c.mees@mrag.co.uk) 
or James Moir Clark (j.clark@mrag.co.uk). We look forward to your continued cooperation. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr C.C. Mees       Linsey Billing    

Head of UK(OT) Delegation to IOTC    BIOT Administration, Director of Fisheries
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