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COMPLEMENTARY ELEMENTS FOR DISCUSSION UNDER ITEM 7 OF THE
AGENDA FOR THE COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE

Prepared by IOTC Secretariat, 13 MAY, 2019

PURPOSE
To bring to the attention of the Compliance Committee the actions undertaken by CPCs during the last
intersessional period to address fishing practices that undermines the effectiveness of conservation and
management measures of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission.

INFORMATION REPORTED TO THE IOTC SECRETARIAT

Information with regards to one Sri Lankan vessel:

 Attachment 1 – Information on the vessel SENEKA 07 (IMULA 0142 PTM), flagged to Sri Lanka,
submitted by the UK (OT) in March 2019.

RECOMMENDATION/S

That the CoC16:

1) NOTE paper IOTC–2019–CoC16–08a, which describes one incidence of illegal fishing activities that
took place in the waters of the UK (OT), within the IOTC Area.

2) NOTE the actions that Sri Lanka has taken against the vessel involved in this incidence.

3) NOTE the effectiveness of the bilateral relationship established between Sri Lanka and the UK (OT)
with the objective of combatting IUU fishing activities.

4) RECOMMEND that CPCs continue to provide the Compliance Committee with information of actions
they undertake to combat fishing practices that undermines the effectiveness of conservation and
management measures adopted by the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission.
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Dear Dr O’Brien,

Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out IUU fishing in the IOTC 
Area of Competence:  Sri Lankan Flagged Seneka 07 IMULA 0142 PTM

As required in paragraphs 5 and 6 of Resolution 18/03 please find attached a completed IOTC Reporting 
form for Illegal Activity and accompanying correspondence with Sri Lanka for the Sri Lankan flagged 
vessel Seneka 07 IMULA 0142 PTM. Under the bilateral arrangement established between UKOT and 
Sri Lanka in order to combat IUU, this vessel was reported to the Sri Lankan Authorities who have taken
action against the owner/master under the provisions of national fisheries legislation (FARA 
1996/2016). We are satisfied that sanctions of adequate severity have been taken by the flag State in 
respect of the owner of this vessel. We consider the actions taken in respect of the skipper to be 
inadequate but note that such administrative powers that are currently available to deal with the skippers 
of IUU vessels have been applied. We note the intention of Sri Lanka to update its Fisheries Act in 
respect of the sanctions available to it against vessel operators (skippers).

Noting the effective bilateral relationship established with Sri Lanka, and their firm and demonstrated
commitment to combat IUU perpetrated by vessels flagged to Sri Lanka we recommend ‘(b) Notification of 
illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. Recommend notification of activity to flag State’. 

I would be grateful if you could circulate this material for the information of the Compliance Committee

Thank you.

Yours sincerely

Dr C.C. Mees
Head of UK(OT) Delegation to IOTC
Enclosed: IOTC Reporting form for Illegal Activity, Seneka 07 IMULA 0142 PTM

gdomingue
Typewritten text
Attachment 1
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IOTC Reporting form for Illegal Activity 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity recorded by UK(OT) in British Indian 
Ocean Territory. 

A. Details of Vessel  
(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below) 

Item  Definition  Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if 
any)  IMUL-A-0142-PTM (also known as Senaka 07) 

 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any)  Sri Lanka 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel List (if 
applicable)  N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available  N/A 

e Photo  Yes, See Appendix 1 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any)  4SF3324 

g Owner (previous owner/s, if any)  

Tenisan Thenabadu, Palawaththa, Light House Road, 
Devinuwara – as per flag state issued fishing license 
(WLDCL Perera, near the church, Kandakuliya – as per 
IOTC record) 

h Operator (previous operator/s, if any) and 
Master/Fishing Master  Not known 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities  11/07/2018 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities   S  E

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section B 
for more detail)  

Fishing without a licence in BIOT water. 
The IOTC record for the authorization period showed that 
this had expired on 31/12/2017. The vessel also only had 
a state issued fishing license for operating within the Sri 
Lankan EEZ. 
There were no catch records in the state issued fishing 
logbook. No other catch records were shown. 
Fishing gear observed on-board did not have markings.  
A VMS system was present on board but appeared to be 
switched off. 

yellowfin tuna and swordfish. 
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l 
Summary of any Actions known to have been 
Taken in respect of the alleged IUU fishing 
activities  

The vessel was approached, photographed and boarded. 

m Outcome of Actions taken  Following approach and boarding the vessel was detained 
and escorted to Diego Garcia. 
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B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened  

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 17/03 contravened, and provide relevant 
details including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in an attachment 
if necessary.) 

 
That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or by 
IOTC Conservation and Management Measures: 

 
Item  Definition  Indicate 

a 
Engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is neither registered on the 
IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels in 
recorded in the Active list of vessels; or 

 

b 
Engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when its flag State is without 
quota, catch limit, or effort allocation under IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures where applicable; or 

 

c Failed to record or report its catches in accordance with IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures or has made false reports; or  

d Taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures; or  

e 
Engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during closed fishing periods or in 
closed areas in contravention of IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; 
or 

 

f 
Used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures; or  

g 

Transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint operations with, support 
or re-supply vessels that are not included on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels or not on the Record of Vessels Authorised to receive transhipments at-
sea in the IOTC Area or 

 

h 

Engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in waters that are under the 
national jurisdiction of a coastal State without the permission or authorisation of 
that State or in contravention of the laws and regulations of that State (without 
prejudice to the sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 
enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

 

i 
Engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst being without nationality; or 

 

j 
Engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having intentionally falsified or 
concealed its markings, identity or registration; or  

k 
Engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in contravention of any other 
binding IOTC Conservation and Management Measures;  
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C. Associated Documents  
(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings and 
photographs)  
Appendix I – Photographs. 
Appendix II – Inspection Report 
Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 
 
 
D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action is recommended.  

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. Recommend notification of activity to flag State.  

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  
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Appendix I – Photographs. 

Figure 1: Vessel photo, portside Figure 2: Vessel name/registration number 

Figure 3: Vessel stern with no vessel name or 
identification 
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Appendix II – Inspection Report 

INSPECTION REPORT – JB/12/2018

1 Summary

Date of boarding 11/07/2018
Patrol type and number FIPA44
Vessel name Senaka 07
Vessel type Longline
Vessel flag and home port Sri Lanka - Dondra
Vessel identification number IMULA0142PTM 

4SF3324
Vessel identification type Registration number 

Callsign
IOTC# (if registered) 14214 – expired 31/12/2017
Vessel Master name MMM Danesh
SFPO Judith Brown
Grampian crew assisting James Ward
Outcome of boarding Detained and taken to Diego Garcia for suspected illegal fishing 

within BIOT EEZ

2 Initial sighting details (from Grampian Frontier only)

Date and time of first sighting 11/07/2018 07:10 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM)
Sighted by John Krueger Radar x Visual x
Position of target 1
Course Nil – laid to
Speed 0 knots
Range 5.1 nm
Bearing 320 degrees
Comments: Visibility was poor – detected on radar and once closer saw a light.

Fisheries Pennant and Sierra 
Quebec Three Raised 11/07/2018 07:50 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM)

Target requested to stop and 
prepare for boarding. 11/07/2018 08:22 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM)

Response to request for 
boarding

No VHF response. No response to BPV crew with loudspeaker 
request to stop. Vessel made speed to BIOT EEZ border, stopping 
twice likely due to engine overheating before finally stopping.
Followed BPV back to initial detection point near where SFPO 
boarding another vessel. SFPO requested verbally to captain 
permission to board.

3 Launching of workboat

Time workboat launched 11/07/2018 07:50 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM)
Workboat crew Steve Tredigo 

Donald MacFarlane
Comments on the approach to the FV: On seeing BPV FV turned and headed towards the BIOT EEZ 
border.
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Port Y
Photographic Evidence Collected (See Annex 
1).

Starboard Y
Stern Y
Fishing gear Y
Other

4 Boarding details

Date and time vessel boarded 11/07/2018 10:07 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM)
Position vessel boarded
Boarding party team Judith Brown/James Ward
Language spoken Sri Lankan
Interpreter needed (Y/N)? Non available – little English 

spoken
Name N/A

4.1 Crew details

Vessel Master name MMM Danesh
Vessel Master nationality Sri Lankan
Vessel Master address 90 Pattihena Dewinuwara
Vessel Master D.o.B 10/10/1986 (DD/MM/YY)
Number of crew (including captain) 5
Vessel crew nationality Sri Lankan
Are any crew under 18 (Y/N), if ‘Y’ provide details below. N
Do any crew have health issues (Y/N), if ‘Y’ provide details below. N
Observations:
Photographic Evidence Collected (See Annex 
1).

Captain ID Y

Other crew id Y

4.2 Vessel registration and paperwork

Fishing licence present (y/n) and number if relevant Y: 18 EEZ IMUL 2225 MTR
Valid for Sri Lankan waters only.

Fishing licence date of issue, expiry and issuing authority 09/03/2018-
31/12/2018
Department of 
Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources, Sri Lanka

(DD/MM/YY)

FV owner name (as per licence) Tenisan Thenabadu
FV owner details (as per licence) Palawaththa, Light House Road, 

Devinuwara
Fishing logbook present (y/n) and number if relevant Y LB_17 1236
Issuing authority Department of Fisheries and Aquatic 

Resources, Sri Lanka
Date of last entry 25/05/2018 (DD/MM/YY)
Position of last entry
Other paperwork: There was no catch log that the captain was willing to show the SFPO in relation to 
the current catch on board. This was not documented in the official logbook.
Captains skipper ID no: SK0745MTR.
Photographic Evidence Collected (See Annex 1). Licence Y

Logbook Y
Other Y



Page 8 of 27

4.3 Information from Captain

Time of discussion with captain 10:07 (HH:MM)
Captain’s rights read and understood? N/A
FV Port of departure Dondra, Sri Lanka
Date of departure 19/06/2018 (DD/MM/YY)
Travelling to or from fishing grounds? From
Amount of fish onboard (t) 26 fish (number given by captain)
If fish onboard where caught? No logbook details for the catch on board.
If fish onboard when caught? No logbook details for the catch on board but 

freshness score 2 so only a few days old 
maximum

If fish onboard how caught? Longline
Destination Dondra, Sri Lanka
Port of return Dondra, Sri Lanka
Anticipated date of return 21/07/2018 (DD/MM/YY)
Comments: Captain reported in broken English that they had been fishing outside the EEZ but the 
other FV (IMULA1380MTR) had engine trouble and they came to assist. Engine problem on other 
vessel (IMULA01380MTR) was fixed very rapidly and it departed.

4.4 Vessel inspection

Fishing gear type Longline
Comments: Longline was nylon monofilament and steel hooks. 1000 hooks on board.

Catch onboard (estimated t) 26 fish (approx. 500kg) – information on numbers 
of fish from captain

IOTC species onboard (Y/N) Y Endangered species onboard (Y/N) Not seen
Description of catch: 
20 yellowfin tuna on ice 
3 billfish (marlin) on ice
3 other fish on ice – captain pointed at picture of blue shark (however SFPO did not see any shark 
carcass in hold but did see at least 5 billfish heads so possibly a different species of billfish)
[1 skipjack tuna (seen by SFPO, not reported by captain)]

Comments: Captain provided verbal information on catch on board (not documented in official or other 
logbook). SFPO recorded yellowfin tuna and marlin on ice in hold.

Photographic Evidence Collected (See Annex 1). Gear Y
Catch Y
Hold Y

5 List of violations (“X” marks non-compliance otherwise leave blank)

5.1 BIOT ordinance violations

Fishing without a licence x
Fishing with prohibited fishing gear
Possession of prohibited fishing gear
Obstruction of a fisheries patrol officer
Possession of sea cucumbers or molluscs
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Traversing or landing on an SNR
Comments: Marlin head showed red gills and convex eye (freshness score 2/3) indicating recently 
caught.

5.2 IOTC CMM violations

Vessel not marked with name or callsign
Fishing gear not marked with name or callsign X
No VMS
VMS not tamperproof X (VMS switched off)
No state issued logbook X (not used for this 

catch)
No state issued licence X (Sri Lanka seas only)
Possession of drift net over 2.5km.
Not on the IOTC authorised list X (out of date)
Not on the IOTC Record Active Tuna / Swordfish X
No turtle de hooker on board
Comments:
Whilst the vessel had a state issued logbook the latest catch was not written in there. 
VMS on board was switched off
Vessel held valid licence to fish in Sri Lanka seas only. Fishing licence does not permit High Seas 
fishing or fishing within the BIOT EEZ and the vessel had tuna catch on board. Photographs of 
yellowfin tuna and marlin on ice in hold.
Vessel on the IOTC authorised list, but expired 31/12/2017 
Fishing floats were not marked with vessel call sign or name.

6 SFPO actions

Vessel and Master detained and escorted to DG Y
FPN issued and catch and gear seized
IOTC Reporting Form to be completed (Res: 11/03) Y
Master given verbal warning and released
No further action, vessel released
Comments (when detained / escorted) Detained on 11/07/2018. Captain instructed by SFPO to follow 
BPV back to Diego Garcia (at 12:48 on 11/07/18). Escorted back to Diego – approximate arrival due 
14/07/18.

7 Disembarkation and recovery

Time FV disembarked 11:02 (HH:MM)
Time Workboat recovered to the BPV 11:09 (HH:MM)
Comments: Reboarded FV on 11/07/2018 at 12:48 and disembarked at 13:15 to collect evidence 
(vessel logbook, paperwork and crew ID) and to inform captain to follow BPV back into Diego Garcia. 
Captain given boarding receipt.
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8 Vessel records and history

Vessel on IOTC register (Y/N) Y but
expired 
31/12/2017

IOTC number 14214

Vessel on IOTC Record Active Tuna / Swordfish (Y/N) N
Version of IOTC database referenced: IOTC_positive_list_2018-

06-04
Vessel previously boarded (Y/N) N Inspection report ID
Master previously boarded (Y/N) N Inspection report ID
Owner previously boarded (Y/N) N Inspection report ID
Crew previously boarded (Y/N) Inspection report ID
Comments:

Judith Brown
BIOT Senior Fisheries Protection 
Officer 11/07/2018
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Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 
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