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Dear Madam / Sir

A CHANGE TO THE MODE OF CONDUCTING THE COMMISSION MEETING IN 2020

Please find attached a communication from the Government of Indonesia indicating its withdrawal as host of the
2020 Commission meeting due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

On behalf of the Commission, | would like to thank the Government of Indonesia for its offer to host the Commission
and associated meetings in 2020 and convey our complete understanding and support to the Director General of
Capture Fisheries of the decision that has been made.

As indicated in Circular 2020-17 [click here], an electronic meeting will now be held during the scheduled period i.e.
2-6 November, and | will begin a process to obtain agreement from Members on how we will proceed. | look forward
to getting their suggestions and recommendations which will ensure that we have an open, inclusive and
transparent process in place.

| stand in solidarity with all the Member states fighting the COVID-19 and extend my sincere condolences for their
loss.

Yours sincerely
} E&'r’fkj—-’\

Susan Imende

IOTC Chairperson

Attachments:
®  |Letter from Indonesia
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Annex 1. A letter from Indonesia

MINISTRY OF MARIME AFFAIRS AND FISHERIES
DIRECTORATE GEMNERAL OF CAPTURE FISHERIES

W § JALAN MEDANM MERDEKA TIMUR NUMBER 16 JAKARTA PUSAT 10110
\..) ! TELEPHOME +6221-3519070 (EXT. 123%), FACSIMILE +5221-3521782

gy WEBPAGE: hifps-/kip. g ididint EMAIL: diptiSicin.go_id
Numioer - BAD1WDJPTIPL 140.D1/TV/2020 Aprl 20, 2020
Subject - Withdrawal as the Host of I0TC Mesting 2020

Dr. Christopher O'Brien
Executive Secretary

Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC)
PO Box 1011 Viciora, Mahe, Seychalles

Dear 33,

A5 a response of the novel coronavinis disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, the
Govemment of the Republic of Indonesla has deciared an emesgency shuation through the
Issuance of e Presidential Decree Number 11 of 2020 on the Deciaration of Cononavirs
Disease 2019 35 Publlc Haalth Emergancy. A& a folow Up, Indonesta has taken a national
poilcy to realiocate the state budget to sUPDOR aforementioned declaration, particulary io
andress the Impacts within the communily. This has reduced the budget alocation Tor
Indonesta participation In regional and Intenatonal fora untll the end of 2020,

Therefore, we ane regrefiuly withdrawing s the host of 247 Seesion of the Indian
Ocean Tuma Commisgion, which |5 supposed fo b2 held In Movember 2020 In Bal,
Indonesla. It was a dificult decision to be made since we have bean preparing the
arrangement for this event for a long time and It may afiect the 10TC budget plan Tor 2020

Lastly, we would aiso IIke to take this opportunity o express our solidarty with Member
States who are fighting fhe COVID-13 pandemic and our sincere condolences for thelr oss.
Hopetully, we could s¥ive togefher In our efforts i fight against the disease In the spirt of

good conparation.

¥ourg sncerefy.
-1l

M. Zullicar Mochtar

Cirector General of Capture Fisheres

Directorate eneral of Caphme Flshenes
Minisiny of Marne Affalrs and Fisheres

of Repundic of Indonesla

Co
Secretary General of the Minisiry of Marne Affais and Fishenes
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