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COMPLEMENTARY ELEMENTS FOR DISCUSSION UNDER ITEM 4 OF THE 

AGENDA FOR THE COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE 
Prepared by IOTC Secretariat, 05 SEPTEMBER, 2020 

PURPOSE 
To bring to the attention of the Compliance Committee the actions undertaken by CPCs during the last 
intersessional period to address fishing practices that undermines the effectiveness of conservation and 
management measures of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission. 

INFORMATION REPORTED TO THE IOTC SECRETARIAT 

1. Information with regards to three Sri Lankan flagged vessels: 
 Attachment 1 – Information on the vessel, IMUL-A-0204-MTR (DINESH 03), submitted by the 

UK (“BIOT”) in March 2020. 

 Attachment 2 – Information on the vessel, IMUL-A-0868-CHW (CHAMARA PUTHA), submitted 
by the UK (“BIOT”) in July 2020. 

 Attachment 3 – Information on the vessel, IMUL-A-0063-KMN, submitted by the UK (“BIOT”) 
in July 2020. 

2. Information with regards to a vessel flagged to Taiwan, Province of China: 
 Attachment 4 – Information on the vessel, YONG QING FA No. 666, submitted by South Africa 

in August 2020. 

RECOMMENDATION/S 

That the CoC17: 

1) NOTE paper IOTC–2020–CoC17–07a, which describes four incidences of illegal fishing activities that 
took place in the waters of the two CPCs, within the IOTC Area. 

2) NOTE the actions that Sri Lanka and Taiwan, Province of China, have taken against the vessels involved 
in these incidences. 

3) NOTE the effectiveness of the bilateral relationship established between Sri Lanka and the UK 
(“BIOT”) with the objective of combatting IUU fishing activities. 

4) RECOMMEND that South Africa keep CPCs informed on the progress and outcome of the criminal 
proceedings against the owner and/or master of the vessel. 

5) RECOMMEND that Taiwan, Province of China, cooperate with the authorities of South Africa by 
providing information that will assist the latter in this criminal investigation. 

6) RECOMMEND that Taiwan, Province of China, provide information to the Compliance Committee 
on the timeframe and nature of the violation that was committed under its legal framework. 

7) RECOMMEND that CPCs continue to provide the Compliance Committee with information of actions 
they undertake to combat fishing practices that undermines the effectiveness of conservation and 
management measures adopted by the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission. 
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Dr Chris O’Brien      20 March 2020   
Executive Secretary  
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission 
Mahe   
Seychelles  
cc. Ms Anne-France Mattlet, Chair of the Compliance Committee;

Mr Kumara; Ms K Hewapthinara; Ms G. Chandrasiri. DFAR, Sri Lanka

Dear Dr O’Brien, 

Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out IUU fishing in the IOTC 
Area of Competence:  Sri Lankan Flagged vessel IMULA 0204 MTR (Dinesh 3) 

As required in paragraphs 5 and 6 of Resolution 18/03 please find attached a completed IOTC Reporting 
form for Illegal Activity and accompanying correspondence with Sri Lanka for the Sri Lankan flagged vessel 
IMULA 0204 MTR (Dinesh 3). Under the bilateral arrangement established between UKOT and Sri Lanka 
in order to combat IUU, this vessel was reported to the Sri Lankan Authorities who have taken action against 
the owner under the provisions of national fisheries legislation (FARA 1996/2016).  

We are satisfied that sanctions of adequate severity have been taken by the flag State in respect of the 
owner of this vessel. We note that the vessel has been released on the condition that it undertakes no 
high seas fishing and that it is prioritised for installation of VMS. We request that the Sri Lankan 
Authorities report to the Compliance Committee when installation of the VMS occurs. 

We consider the actions taken in respect of the skipper to be inadequate but note that such administrative 
powers that are currently available to deal with the skippers of IUU vessels have been applied. We note 
the intention of Sri Lanka to update its Fisheries Act in respect of the sanctions available to it against 
vessel operators (skippers). 

Noting the effective bilateral relationship established with Sri Lanka, and their firm and demonstrated 
commitment to combat IUU perpetrated by vessels flagged to Sri Lanka we recommend ‘(b) Notification of 
illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. Recommend notification of activity to flag State’.  

I would be grateful if you could circulate this material for the information of the Compliance Committee 

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 

Dr C.C. Mees 
Head of UK(OT) Delegation to IOTC 
Enclosed: IOTC Reporting form for Illegal Activity, IMULA 0204 MTR (Dinesh 3) 

Attachment 1
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IOTC Reporting form for Illegal Activity 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity recorded by UK(OT) in British Indian 
Ocean Territory. 
 

A. Details of Vessel  
(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below) 
 

Item  Definition  Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if 
any)  DINESH 3 

 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any)  Sri Lanka 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel List (if 
applicable)  N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available  N/A 

e Photo  Yes 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any)  4SF4158 

g Owner (previous owner/s, if any)  A W P Gamini Mahinda  

h Operator (previous operator/s, if any) and 
Master/Fishing Master  J A S Kumara 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities  15/06/2019 12:00 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities  03 54‘ S 68 49‘ E 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section B 
for more detail)  

Fishing without a licence in BIOT water.  
The vessel also only had a fishing licence for operating 
within the local EEZ. 
No VMS present. 
Using prohibited long line and bait on deck including 
tools. Gill nets also stowed. 
 

l 
Summary of any Actions known to have been 
Taken in respect of the alleged IUU fishing 
activities  

The vessel was approached, photographed and boarded. 
Details checked, boarded a second time.  

m Outcome of Actions taken  Following approach and boarding the vessel was detained 
and escorted to Diego Garcia. 
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B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened  

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 17/03 contravened, and provide relevant 
details including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in an attachment 
if necessary.) 

 
That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or by 
IOTC Conservation and Management Measures: 

 
Item  Definition  Indicate 

a 
Engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is neither registered on the 
IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels in accordance with Resolution 15/04, nor 
recorded in the Active list of vessels; or 

☒ 

b 
Engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when its flag State is without 
quota, catch limit, or effort allocation under IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures where applicable; or 

☐ 

c Failed to record or report its catches in accordance with IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures or has made false reports; or ☒ 

d Taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures; or ☐ 

e 
Engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during closed fishing periods or in 
closed areas in contravention of IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; 
or 

☐ 

f 
Used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures; or ☐ 

g 

Transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint operations with, support 
or re-supply vessels that are not included on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels or not on the Record of Vessels Authorised to receive transhipments at-
sea in the IOTC Area or 

☐ 

h 

Engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in waters that are under the 
national jurisdiction of a coastal State without the permission or authorisation of 
that State or in contravention of the laws and regulations of that State (without 
prejudice to the sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 
enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

☒ 

i 
Engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst being without nationality; or 

☐ 

j 
Engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having intentionally falsified or 
concealed its markings, identity or registration; or ☒ 

k 
Engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in contravention of any other 
binding IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; ☒ 
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C. Associated Documents  
(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings and 
photographs)  
Appendix I – Photographs. 
Appendix II – Inspection Report 
Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 
 
 
D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action is recommended. ☐ 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. Recommend notification of activity to flag State. ☒ 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list ☐ 
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Appendix I – Photographs. 

 

  

  

 

Figure 1: Tuna freshness 
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Appendix II – Inspection Report 

INSPECTION REPORT – YB/04/2019 

1 Summary 
 

Date of boarding 15/06/2019 
Patrol type and number FIPA 69 
Vessel name DINESH 3 
Vessel type MULTIPURPOSE 
Vessel flag and port of reg. SRI LANKA,  DEWINUWARA 
Vessel Registration No. IMULA 0207MTR, 

CALL SIGN 
 IOTC# (if registered) NO 

Vessel Captain’s name J A S KUMARA 
SFPO Yolanda Barnes 
BPV crew assisting James Ward 
Action Taken: 
Vessel issued with detention notice and taken to DG 

 

2 Initial sighting details (from Initial Target Sighting Form) 
 

Date and time of first sighting 15/06/2019 12:00 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM)  
Sighted by James Ward Radar Y Visual Y 
Position of target 1 03 54‘ S 68 49‘ E 
Course None clear 
Speed 2.0 kts 
Range 6.1 nm 
Bearing 336 degrees 
Comments: FV initially travelling about 2kts and no exact heading, once BPV sighted, heading became 
apparent to head west, speed increased to 7kts and smoke visible from vessel as speed increased. 
Fisheries Pennant and Sierra 
Quebec 3 Raised  15/06/2019 12:16 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM)  

Vessel called on VHF CH16 
and/or MF 2182.0 15/06/2019 12:45 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM)  

Target requested to stop 
and prepare for boarding 

 
15/06/2019 Hailed from DC and BPV via VHF 12:50 

Response to request for 
boarding 

None, no radio on board 
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3 Launching of RHIB 
 

Time RHIB launched 15/06/2019 12:32 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM) 
RHIB crew Donald, William, 

James Ward,  
Yolanda Barnes 

Comments on the approach to the FV: Vessel ceased transit and reduced speed, crew came to deck, DC 

circled vessel twice to take photos and assess clear boarding area. Crew/captain agreed to allow boarding from 

SB side via verbal communications. 

BPV boarded vessel with no issues or hostility. 
Photographic Evidence Collected (See Annex 
1). 

Port Y 
Starboard Y 
Stern Y 
Fishing gear Y 
Other Hold, deck, fish in hold, fresh 

fish, nav equipment, vessel 
documents 

 

4 Boarding details 
 

Date and time vessel boarded 15/05/2019 13:00 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM) 
Position vessel boarded 3 54.121’S 68 41.843’E 
Boarding party team James Ward 
Language spoken English, Sinhalese (good English) 
Language Cards used Y/N N Numbers used N/A 

4.1 Crew details 
 

Vessel Master name J A S Kumara 
Vessel Master nationality Sri Lankan 
Vessel Master address Kupugama West, Devinuwara 
Vessel Master D.o.B 13/06/1990  (DD/MM/YY) 
Number of crew (including captain) 5 
Vessel crew nationality Sri Lankan 
Are any crew under 18 (Y/N), if ‘Y’ provide details below. N/A 
Do any crew have health issues (Y/N), if ‘Y’ provide details below. N/A 
Observations: None stated. One crew member missing large toe, but was healed and walked with no issues. 
All appeared healthy and with no visible disabilities. 
Photographic Evidence Collected (See Annex 
1). 

Captain ID Y 

Other crew id Y 

Other Documents detained by SFPO 

 
4.2 Vessel registration and paperwork 

 
Fishing licence present (y/n) and number if relevant Y: IMULA 0204 MTR 

Valid for Sri Lankan waters only. 
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Fishing licence date of issue, expiry and issuing authority 01/12/2018 – 
28/12/2019 
Department of 
Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources, Sri Lanka 

(DD/MM/YY) 

FV owner name (as per licence) A W P Gamini Mahinda 
FV owner details (as per licence) Gunapala MW, Devinuwara 

Fishing logbook present (y/n) and number if relevant Y LB_17 4175 
Issuing authority Department of Fisheries and Aquatic 

Resources, Sri Lanka 
Date of last entry April 2019   
Position of last entry 10 50’S 83 10’E 
Other paperwork: Telecommunications regulatory commission of Sri Lanka 
 

Photographic Evidence Collected (See Annex 1). Licence Y 
Logbook Y 

 Other Y 
 

4.3 Information from Captain 
 

Time of discussion with captain 13:01 (HH:MM) 
Captain’s rights read and understood? N/A 
FV Port of departure Dewinuwara 
Date of departure 23/05/2019 (DD/MM/YY) 
Travelling to or from fishing grounds? Unknown 
Amount of fish onboard (t) Unknown 
If fish onboard where caught? Unknown 
If fish onboard when caught? Unknown, captain stated previous day for the 

fresh tuna 
If fish onboard how caught? Longline 
Destination Dewinuwara/Sri Lanka 
Port of return Dewinuwara/Sri Lanka 
Anticipated date of return 25/06/2019 (DD/MM/YY) 
Skipper stated it was his first time on board as skipper, admitted to not filling in fish log, they were to 
return to Sri Lanka in 10 days time prior to leaving on 23/05/2019. He commented that fishing had 
only began yesterday despite having a full hold (I believe he did not really understand the question). 

 
4.4 Vessel inspection 

 
Fishing gear type Longline and gill nets 
Comments: Long line and gill nets. However, skipper said he did not have gill nets, again I do not believe he 
understood the reference. Long lines were situated on for deck next to shooting reel, bait barrels on deck and 
tools. All hooks set up and ready to be shot. Gill nets were stowed in front of wheel house wrapped in black 
canvas bags/sheets 

Catch onboard (estimated t) Unknown, no fish log 

IOTC species onboard (Y/N) Y Endangered species onboard (Y/N) Unknown 
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Full middle hold, tuna species shown after ice broken. 
5 fresh YFT in hold forward of this wrapped in hessian, one smaller tuna, species unknown. 

Comments: 5 large YFT tuna stowed in ‘cold store’ in front of iced hold. 2 wrapped in hessian and 3 
hidden under food stores along with a smaller tuna species (no ID). YFT was lifted onto deck by crew 
and examined by SFPO and James, due to looking very fresh. Blood poured from the fish when 
brought to deck. Gills were bright red, blood bright red, pec fins cut and tail fins, both red with fresh 
blood. Eyes were transparent, black pupil and soft but firm to touch, pigment of skin was bright and 
no change from original colour. Hole from hook in the mouth visible. Fish was clearly caught within 
the last few hours. 
Photographic Evidence Collected (See Annex 1). Gear Y 

Catch Y 
Hold Y 
Other Bait in barrels and bait 

fish in forward/aft holds. 
 
5 List of violations (“X” marks non-compliance otherwise leave blank) 

5.1 BIOT ordinance violations 
 

Fishing without a licence  x 
Fishing with prohibited fishing gear  x 
Possession of prohibited fishing gear  x 
Obstruction of a fisheries patrol officer  
Possession of sea cucumbers or molluscs  
Traversing or landing on an SNR  
Comments: Marlin head showed red gills and convex eye (freshness score 2/3) indicating recently 
caught. 

 

5.2 IOTC CMM violations 
 

Vessel not marked with name or callsign  
Fishing gear not marked with name or callsign X 
No VMS   X 
VMS not tamperproof N/A 
No state issued logbook X (present, not 

maintained) 
No state issued licence X (Local EEZ only) 
Possession of drift net over 2.5km.  
Not on the IOTC authorised list X  
Not on the IOTC Record Active Tuna / Swordfish X 
No turtle de hooker on board   X 
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Comments: 
Large hook used to lift tuna from hold, but none other seen. 

Tools on green padding of 2nd hold cover as soon as vessel was boarded. Next to hooks and line on 

deck. Hook/line barrels next to shooting reel on SB side.  

Line/hooks were not wet however, very possible for any gear 
to be cut immediately without evidence. 

 
6 SFPO actions 

 
Vessel and Master detained and escorted to DG Y 
FPN issued and catch and gear seized  N 
IOTC Reporting Form to be completed (Res: 11/03) Y 
Master given verbal warning and released  N 
No further action, vessel released  N/A 
Comments:  During inspection of the vessel, crew on BPV noted 2 white floats in the water (no 
images) in a very close location to where the vessel was first sighted. A position was logged by 2/o 
on bridge of BPV. The floats were 200-250m apart, floats passed close to portside of BPV, no other 
descriptions were noted. 
SFPO and boat crew returned to BPV, IOTC register checked and information exchanged. Fishing 
vessel was then boarded for a second time. Skipper had previously admitted gear was in the water 
but was ’71 miles away’ to the west.  
On second boarding skipper was asked about gear that was found by BPV and SFPO asked for the 
position to be put into his plotter. He denied this was his gear after being asked several times, told 
the gear was in almost the same position as his prior to changing heading and increasing his vessel 
speed. SFPO asked skipper to take the vessel to the floats and to recover them, but he continued to 
deny they were his. Before departed skipper was given one last chance to recover gear stating that 
SFPO needed to recover the gear and if he did not and it was his he would not get it back. He still 
denied ownership. 

7 Disembarkation and recovery 
 

Time FV disembarked 15:11 (HH:MM) 
Time Workboat recovered to the BPV 15:15 (HH:MM) 
Comments: FV given boarding receipt, instruction to follow the vessel in transit to Diego Garcia. No 
resistance and vessel was seen to start engine as DC was returning to BPV. Vessel then followed ft 
of BPV. 

 

8 Vessel records and history 
 

Vessel on IOTC register (Y/N) N  
 

IOTC number N/A 

Vessel on IOTC Record Active Tuna / Swordfish (Y/N) N 
Version of IOTC database referenced: IOTC_positive_list_2018- 

06-04 
Vessel previously boarded (Y/N) N Inspection report ID   N/A 
Master previously boarded (Y/N) N Inspection report ID   N/A 
Owner previously boarded (Y/N) N Inspection report ID   N/A 
Crew previously boarded (Y/N)   N Inspection report ID   N/A 
Comments: Unknown if vessel was previously boarded, not seen in recent history. 
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Yolanda Barnes  
BIOT Senior Fisheries 
Protection Officer  
15/06/2019 
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Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 
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18 Queen Street 
London 
W1J 5PN 
United Kingdom 

 Tel:       (+ 44) 020 7255 7755  
   Fax:    (+ 44) 020 7499 5388  
   E-Mail: enquiry@mrag.co.uk  
   Internet:     www.mrag.co.uk   

MRAG Ltd 
Registered Company no. 291 2982 
VAT Registration No 877 7013 92 

In association with 
Marine Education and Conservation Trust 

Reg. Charity No. 297 193

Dr Chris O’Brien      21 July 2020 
Executive Secretary  
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission 
Mahe   
Seychelles  
cc. Ms Anne-France Mattlet, Chair of the Compliance Committee;

Mr Kumara, and Ms K Hewapathirana, DFAR, Sri Lanka

Dear Dr O’Brien, 

Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out IUU fishing in the IOTC 
Area of Competence:  Sri Lankan Flagged Vessel IMUL-A-0868-CHW 

As required in paragraphs 5 and 6 of Resolution 18/03 please find attached a completed IOTC Reporting 
form for Illegal Activity and accompanying evidence supporting IUU fishing activity for the Sri Lankan 
flagged vessel IMUL-A-0868-CHW. Under the bilateral arrangement established between UKOT and Sri 
Lanka in order to combat IUU, this vessel was reported to the Sri Lankan Authorities who have taken action 
against the owner/master under the provisions of national fisheries legislation (FARA 1996/2013). 

The attached evidence shows that: 

• The vessel was on not on the current IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels and was not licenced to
fish on the high seas

• The vessel was transiting BIOT waters.
• Sri Lanka has detained the vessel in port under, suspended the fishing operation licence, skipper

licence and seized the registration and log books.
• A trial date has been set for 15 July 2020.

We submit this vessel to IOTC Compliance Committee with recommendation b) ‘Notification of illegal 
activity to IOTC Secretariat. Recommend notification of activity to flag State.’. We recommend that Sri 
Lanka informs the Compliance Committee of the outcome of sanctions against this vessel owner and skipper. 

I would be grateful if you could circulate this material for the information and consideration of the 
Compliance Committee.  

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 

Dr C.C. Mees 
Head of UK(OT) Delegation to IOTC 
Enclosed: IOTC Reporting form for Illegal Activity, IMUL-A-0868-CHW  

Attachment 2
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ANNEX I 

IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 
 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity recorded by [name of CPC, third 
party] in [area in which the activity took place] ……………….. 

A. Details of Vessel 

(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below) 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, 
if any) 

Chamara Putha 
IMUL-A-0868-CHW 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) Sri Lanka 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel 
List (if applicable) 

N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available Unknown 

e Photo Yes, See Appendix I 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) Unknown 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any) PSP Fernando 

h Operator (previous Operator/s, if any) and 
Master/Fishing Master 

Unknown 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities 22/04/2020 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities Lat: 03.15.8 (S) Long: 073.57.4 (E) 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see 
section B for more detail) 

No transit reports had been received for this vessel. The vessel 
is on the IOTC Active vessel database however, the 

authorisation date expired on 31/12/2019. It was clear from the 
photographs that the vessels gear was not marked.   

l Summary of any actions known to have 
been taken in respect of the alleged IUU 
fishing activities 

Vessel approached and photographed from BPV bow. 

m Outcome of actions taken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

No action taken 
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B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened 

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide relevant details 
including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in an attachment if necessary.) 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or by IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures: 

 

Item Definition Indicate 

a. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is 
neither registered on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels in accordance with Resolution 15/04 
[superseded by Resolution 19/04], nor recorded in the 
Active list of vessels; or 

X 

b. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when 
its flag State is without quota, catch limit, or effort 
allocation under IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures where applicable; or 

 

c. failed to record or report its catches in accordance 
with IOTC Conservation and Management Measures 
or has made false reports; or 

 

d. taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of 
IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

e. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during 
closed fishing periods or in closed areas in 
contravention of IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures; or 

 

f. used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

g. transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint 
operations with, support or re-supply vessels that are 
not included on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels or not on the Record of Vessels Authorised to 
receive transhipments at-sea in the IOTC Area or 

 

h. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
waters that are under the national jurisdiction of a 
coastal State without the permission or authorisation 
of that State or in contravention of the laws and 
regulations of that State (without prejudice to the 
sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 
enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

 

i. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst 
being without nationality; or 

 

j. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having 
intentionally falsified or concealed its markings, 
identity or registration; or 

X (gear markings) 

k. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
contravention of any other binding IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; 
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C. Associated Documents 

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, photographs) 
Appendix I – Photographs. 
Appendix II – Inspection Report 
Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 
Appendix IV – Request for Clarification and Response from DFAR 
 

 

 

D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action 
is recommended. 

 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. 
Recommend notification of activity to flag State. 

X 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  
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Appendix I – Photographs. 
 

 
Figure 1: Vessel photo, starboard side 

 
Figure 2: Vessel name/registration number 

 
Figure 3: Vessel bridge roof, unmarked gear 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

 

 

 
 
Appendix II – Inspection Report 
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John Caddle 
 
22/04/2020  
 
BIOT Senior Fisheries Protection Officer 
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Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 
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Appendix IV – Request for Clarification and Response from DFAR 
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18 Queen Street 
London 
W1J 5PN 
United Kingdom 

 Tel:       (+ 44) 020 7255 7755  
   Fax:    (+ 44) 020 7499 5388  
   E-Mail: enquiry@mrag.co.uk  
   Internet:     www.mrag.co.uk   

MRAG Ltd 
Registered Company no. 291 2982 
VAT Registration No 877 7013 92 

In association with 
Marine Education and Conservation Trust 

Reg. Charity No. 297 193

Dr Chris O’Brien      21 July 2020 
Executive Secretary  
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission 
Mahe   
Seychelles  
cc. Ms Anne-France Mattlet, Chair of the Compliance Committee;

Mr Kumara, and Ms K Hewapathirana, DFAR, Sri Lanka

Dear Dr O’Brien, 

Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out IUU fishing in the IOTC 
Area of Competence:  Sri Lankan Flagged Vessel IMUL-A-0063-KMN 

As required in paragraphs 5 and 6 of Resolution 18/03 please find attached a completed IOTC Reporting 
form for Illegal Activity and accompanying evidence supporting IUU fishing activity for the Sri Lankan 
flagged vessel IMUL-A-0063-KMN. Under the bilateral arrangement established between UKOT and Sri 
Lanka in order to combat IUU, this vessel was reported to the Sri Lankan Authorities who have taken action 
against the owner/master under the provisions of national fisheries legislation (FARA 1996/2013). 

The attached evidence shows that: 

• The vessel was on the current IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels
• The vessel was fishing without a licence in BIOT waters on 17 June 2020.
• The catch included tuna and tuna like species
• Due to the current situation with Coronavirus the vessel was not boarded and the BIOT Authorities

were unable to conduct a full criminal investigation of the vessel’s activity; Sri Lanka was requested
to investigate the vessel.

• Sri Lanka has detained the vessel in port under a SLR5 millions bond, suspended the fishing
operation licence, skipper licence and seized the registration and log books.

• A trial date has been set for 20 October 2020 which is after the Compliance Committee Meeting.

By copy of this letter, we request that in advance of the Compliance Committee meeting Sri Lanka 
confirm that this vessel remains detained in port. 

We submit this vessel to IOTC Compliance Committee with recommendation b) ‘Notification of illegal 
activity to IOTC Secretariat. Recommend notification of activity to flag State.’. This recommendation is made 
noting that the vessel is detained in port under bond and the owner will be tried in October 2020. We reserve 
the right to resubmit this vessel in 2021 if sanctions of adequate severity are not applied.  

I would be grateful if you could circulate this material for the information and consideration of the 
Compliance Committee.  

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 

Dr C.C. Mees 
Head of UK(OT) Delegation to IOTC 
Enclosed: IOTC Reporting form for Illegal Activity, IMUL-A-0063-KMN  

Attachment 3

mailto:enquiry@mrag.co.uk


2  

 
 
 

ANNEX I 

IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 
 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity recorded by [name of CPC, third 
party] in [area in which the activity took place] ……………….. 

A. Details of Vessel 

(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below) 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if any) IMUL-A-0063-KMN 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) Sri Lanka 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel List (if 
applicable) 

N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available Unknown 

e Photo Yes, See Appendix I 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) Unknown 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any) Yogendra Jeyakwthan 

h Operator (previous Operator/s, if any) 
and Master/Fishing Master 

Unknown 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities 17/06/2020 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities Lat: 04.39.139 S Long: 074.12.466 E 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section B 
for more detail) 

On approaching the vessel, the crew were hauling 
gear forward on the starboard side. Vessel gear not 

marked 

l Summary of any actions known to have been taken 
in respect of the alleged IUU fishing activities 

Vessel was not boarded the inspection took place 
from the deck of the BPV work boat. The Captain was 

told that a report would be sent to Sri Lanka and he 
should return there. He indicated he would.  

m Outcome of actions taken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vessel escorted towards the eastern border by BPV.   
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B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened 

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide relevant details 
including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in an attachment if necessary.) 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or by IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures: 

 

Item Definition Indicate 

a. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is 
neither registered on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels in accordance with Resolution 15/04 
[superseded by Resolution 19/04], nor recorded in the 
Active list of vessels; or 

X 

b. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when 
its flag State is without quota, catch limit, or effort 
allocation under IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures where applicable; or 

 

c. failed to record or report its catches in accordance 
with IOTC Conservation and Management Measures 
or has made false reports; or 

 

d. taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of 
IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

e. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during 
closed fishing periods or in closed areas in 
contravention of IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures; or 

 

f. used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

g. transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint 
operations with, support or re-supply vessels that are 
not included on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels or not on the Record of Vessels Authorised to 
receive transhipments at-sea in the IOTC Area or 

 

h. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
waters that are under the national jurisdiction of a 
coastal State without the permission or authorisation 
of that State or in contravention of the laws and 
regulations of that State (without prejudice to the 
sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 
enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

X 

i. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst 
being without nationality; or 

 

j. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having 
intentionally falsified or concealed its markings, 
identity or registration; or 

 

k. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
contravention of any other binding IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; 
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C. Associated Documents 

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, photographs) 

 
Appendix I – Photographs. 
Appendix II – Inspection Report 
Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 
Appendix IV – Request for Clarification and Response from DFAR 
 

 

 

D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action 
is recommended. 

 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. 
Recommend notification of activity to flag State. 

X 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  
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Appendix I – Photographs. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: Vessel photo, portside 

 

 
Figure 2: Vessel registration number 

 

 
Figure 3: Vessel stern with no vessel name or identification 

 

 
Figure 4: Vessel photo, starboard side 
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Appendix II – Inspection Report 
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John Caddle   
 
17/06/2020  
 
BIOT Senior Fisheries Protection Officer 
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Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 
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Appendix IV – Request for Clarification and Response from DFAR 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity recorded by [name 
of CPC, third party] in [area in which the activity took place] HIGH SEAS AND CAPE TOWN AREA   

A. Details of Vessel

(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below)

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if 
any)  

Yong Qing Fa No. 666 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) Taiwan 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel List (if 
applicable)  

N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available 8653061 

e Photo 

Figure 1TAIWANESE FISHING ENTERED RSA EEZ WITHOUT A PERMIT 

Attachment 4



______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Figure 2TAIWANESE FISHING VESSEL ABANDONED BY OWNER AND 
FLAG STATE 

Figure 3CREW RESCUED BY SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 

Figure 4CREW ABANDON FROM YONG QING FA NO.666 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) BH3221 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any)  JENN AH HOA FISHERY CO,LTD 

h Operator (previous Operator/s, if any) and 
Master/Fishing Master  

JENN AH HOA FISHERY CO,LTD 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities 13 DECEMBER 2019 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities CAPE TOWN & HIGH SEAS  



______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section 
B for more detail)  

VESSEL NOT CONFIRMED BY FLAG STATE ON ITS NATIONALITY; THE 

FLAG STATE ALLEGED THAT THE VESSEL COMMITTED SOME 

VIOLATION UNDER ITS NATIONAL REGULATION. THE OWNER 

ABANDON THE VESSEL, FLAG STATE ABANDON THE VESSEL AND THE 

VESSEL ENTERED SOUTH AFRICA EEZ WITHOUT AUTHORISATION, NO 

CAPTAIN ON BOARD, THE VESSEL WAS STEERED BY THE ENGINEER 

WITH ONLY 6 CREW MEMBERS ON BOARD. TAIWAN IS NOT 

COOPERATING WITH SOUTH AFRICA AND LEFT ITS NATIONALS 

WITHOUT SUPPORT.  

l Summary of any actions known to have been 
taken in respect of the alleged IUU fishing 
activities  

CRIMINAL CASE HAS BEEN OPENED BY DEPARTMENT OF 

AGRICULTURE FORESTRY AND FISHERIES (CURRENTLY 

ENVIRONMENTAL FORESTRY AND FISHERIES, CASE NUMBER 

81/12/2020) AND THE VESSEL IS SEIZED BY FISHERIES FOR 

CONTRAVENING MARINE LIVING RESOURCES ACT 18/98, SECTION 13, 

READ WITH REG 11 BY ENTERING EEZ WITHOUT A PERMIT AND OTHER 

REGS SUCH AS 79(1)(2), 80(1) (A)(B). 

m Outcome of actions taken MATTER IS STILL IN COURT  



B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide
relevant details including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in 

an attachment if necessary.) 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement 
or by IOTC Conservation and Management Measures: 

Item Definition Indicate 

a.  
engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is neither registered on the IOTC Record 
of Authorised Vessels in accordance with Resolution 15/04, nor recorded in the Active list 
of vessels; or 

☒

b.  
engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when its flag State is without quota, catch 
limit, or effort allocation under IOTC Conservation and Management Measures where 
applicable; or  

☐

c.  
failed to record or report its catches in accordance with IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures or has made false reports; or  ☒

d.  
taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of IOTC Conservation and Management 
Measures; or  ☐

e.  
engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during closed fishing periods or in closed 
areas in contravention of IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; or  ☐

f.  
used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC Conservation and Management 
Measures; or  ☐

g.  
transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint operations with, support or re-supply 
vessels that are not included on the IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels or not on the 
Record of Vessels Authorised to receive transhipments at-sea in the IOTC Area or  

☐

h.  

engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in waters that are under the national 
jurisdiction of a coastal State without the permission or authorisation of that State or in 
contravention of the laws and regulations of that State (without prejudice to the sovereign 
rights of the State concerned to undertake enforcement measures against such a vessel); 
or  

☐

i.  engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst being without nationality; or ☒

j. 
engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having intentionally falsified or concealed 
its markings, identity or registration; or ☐

k.  
engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in contravention of any other binding IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures;  ☒

C. Associated Documents

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, 
photographs)  

Click here to enter text. 

D. Recommended Actions

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action is recommended. ☒ 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. Recommend notification of activity to flag State. ☒ 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list ☒
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