Joint NGO Statement on the urgency of adopting an interim plan for
rebuilding the Indian Ocean yellowfin tuna stock
The Indian Ocean yellowfin tuna stock is overfished and subject to continued overfishing, with
scientists warning that the stock could collapse within the next five years if fishing pressure is
not reduced. NGOs are concerned about the current state of this yellowfin tuna stock since a
rebuilding plan put in place by the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) in 2016 to
significantly reduce catches, based on 2014 catch levels, has proved ineffective. Catches have
actually increased by over 10% between 2014 and 2019, according to new catch figures.
A Special Session of the Commission was held in March (2021) to deal specifically with the
sustainability of the yellowfin tuna fishery. However, this meeting ended without the
adoption of an updated rebuilding plan for the overfished stock.
The 25th Session of the IOTC is being held virtually from 7-11 June 2021 and two proposals
on an interim plan for rebuilding the Indian Ocean yellowfin tuna stock have been tabled –
one submitted by the EU and another by Maldives, Kenya, South Africa and Comoros. We
urge the proponents of these proposals to undertake bilateral dialogue ahead of the 25th
Session of the Commission.
The undersigned organizations urge the contracting parties and cooperating non contracting
parties (CPCs) of the IOTC to adopt a conservation and management measure for yellowfin
tuna that rebuilds the stock using the best scientific advice, while capping catches in the range
of 339,000 - 350,000 tonnes. We, (the undersigned) believe that the Maldives proposal cosponsored by Kenya, South Africa and Comoros offers the best starting point to move towards
a precautionary interim arrangement until another stock assessment is undertaken later in
2021.
We recognize that the Maldivian proposal is more ambitious and equitable than the proposal
tabled by the EU, but further catch reductions will be required to achieve stock rebuilding
within two generations. As such, we urge CPCs to undertake the most logical, pragmatic and
precautionary approach possible while recognizing that this Session cannot end without an
improved rebuilding plan agreed.
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