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REGARDING THE INTERPRETATION OF RESOLUTION 21/01 IN RELATION TO THE 
YELLOWFIN TUNA ALLOCATED CATCH LIMITS FOR 2022 

PREPARED BY THE SECRETARIAT 

  

ABOUT THE REVISIONS 

Rev1: document IOTC-2022-WPICMM05-14 was revised to include comments received from Thailand on 31 
January, that were inadvertently not included in the original document. 

Rev2: document IOTC-2022-WPICMM05-14_Rev1 was revised to include comments received from the European 
Union on 3 February. 

Rev3: document IOTC-2022-WPICMM05-14_Rev2 was revised to include comments received from the United 
Kingdom on 31 January, that were inadvertently not included in the original document. 

 

PURPOSE 

This document provides background and Member comments to assist the Working Party on the Implementation 
of Conservation and Management Measures (WPICMM) to deliberate on the interpretation of IOTC Resolution 
21/01 para 14a and IOTC Resolution 19/01 para 13b and provide guidance on this matter to the Compliance 
Committee. 

BACKGROUND 

In IOTC Circular 2022-04, Seychelles queried the interpretation of paragraph 14a of Resolution 21/01 On an Interim 
Plan for Rebuilding the Indian Ocean Yellowfin Tuna Stock in the IOTC Area of Competence. in relation to the 
estimated allocated catch limits for 2022 that were posted in IOTC Circular 2021-78. Seychelles has a similar issue 
with paragraph 13b of Resolution 19/01, the preceding yellowfin rebuilding resolution. 

Seychelles is querying the interpretation of paragraph 14a text which determines the deduction of over-catch for 
a given fleet of a CPC when it occurs.  

 

Resolution 21/01 Paragraph 14 states: 

If over catch of an annual limit for a given CPC listed in paragraph 5 to 13 occurs, catch limits for that CPC shall be 
reduced as follows: 

a: for over-catch of limits set forth in Resolution 19/01, in 2020 and/or 2021, 100% of that over-catch shall 
be deducted from following two years limit,  

 

Resolution 19/01 Paragraph 13b states: 

If over-catch of an annual limit for a given fleet of a CPC listed in paragraph 5 to 10 occurs, catch limits for that 
fleet shall be reduced as follows:  

b. For 2020 and following years, 100% of that over-catch shall be deducted from the following two years 
limit; unless  

 

The 2022 yellowfin catch limit estimates, as reported by the Scientific Committee, were based on 100% of an over-
catch being be deducted from the limits each year, for two years following. However, Seychelles is of the opinion 
that this interpretation does not reflect the aim of this provision as adopted by the Commission. Instead, Seychelles 
believes that the Commission aimed at reducing the impact of a payback on a given CPC by allowing the 100% 
over-catch to be split over a two-year limit. 

https://www.iotc.org/documents/regarding-interpretation-resolution-2101-relation-yellowfin-tuna-allocated-catch-limits
https://www.iotc.org/cmm/resolution-2101-interim-plan-rebuilding-indian-ocean-yellowfin-tuna-stock-iotc-area-competence
https://www.iotc.org/documents/regarding-yellowfin-tuna-allocated-catch-limits-2022
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The IOTC Chairperson indicated that further deliberation by the Commission on these elements is required and 
proposed the following steps to resolve the issues: 

1. CPCs to be invited to submit comments on their interpretations of Res21/01 para 14a and Res19/01 para 13b, in 
writing to the Secretariat by 31 January 

2. The Working Party on the Implementation of Conservation and Management Measures (WPICMM) that is 
meeting in February 2022 will discuss the matter and provide guidance to the Compliance Committee, who will in 
turn provide advice to the Commission. The comments received from CPCs will be compiled in a document and 
provided to the WPICMM as soon as possible after 1 February. 

3. The matter will be concluded by the Commission at S26 in May. 

 

FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE WPICMM 

The following information is available to assist discussions: 

• the letter from Seychelles outlining the issue (Annex 1). 

• Responses received from Australia, Japan, Maldives and Thailand on the matter (Annex 2). 

 

Note also, Resolution 21/01 para 14 a does not include guidance on a process that Members should use to declare 
how they would want to apportion a payback over each of the two years. 

RECOMMENDATION/S  

That the WPICMM: 

1. NOTE paper IOTC-2022-WPICMM055-14 that provides information to be considered on the interpretation 
of Resolution para 14 a and Resolution 19/01 para 13 a. 

2. PROVIDE GUIDANCE to the Compliance Committee on the matter. 
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Annex 1. 
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Annex 2 

Australia: 

Dear Ms Kim 

 

Thank you for IOTC Circular 2022-04 regarding the interpretation of Resolution 21/01 in relation to 

yellowfin tuna catch limits for 2022. 

 

Australia agrees the drafting of the resolution with respect to payback provisions is ambiguous, but we 

agree with Seychelles interpretation that payback of overcatch should be initially be only 100% of the 

overcatch amount, and that this be returned over the following 2 year period (that is 50% of the 

overcatch amount, for two years).  

 

Australia recalls this was the intention of the provision when it was agreed. Further, while 

acknowledging the IOTC is able to make whatever provisions it thinks is appropriate with respect to 

overcatch, Australia notes that other RFMOs, for example the CCSBT, only seek repayment of 

overcatch and do not penalise members for overcatch over and above seeking repayment of any 

overcatch amount. Additional penalties may be appropriate for continued or deliberate overcatch, but 

this should be discussed by Compliance Committee, taking all circumstances into account, and a 

recommendation made to the Commission for subsequent decision. 

 

Noting that other parties may have differing views of the resolution, Australia supports the process you 

propose to resolve the issue. However, if there is a unanimous view among members on the 

interpretation of the overcatch provision, Australia would support an expedited process to clarify the 

resolution drafting and recalculate catch limits, using out of session decision making processes. 

 

Australia also notes that, while the use of ‘allocated’ in the circular title is consistent with the 

resolution, we would like to put on the record that the resolution relates only to an interim measure to 

limit the catch of yellowfin tuna and is not relevant to any longer term catch allocation process. 

 

Best regards 

George Day 

Assistant Secretary, Fisheries Branch and Australian Head of Delegation to the IOTC  

Agvet Chemicals, Fisheries, Forestry and Engagement  

Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment 

t  +61 2  6271 6466  | m  +61 401 004 967 

w www.awe.gov.au  |  e george.day@awe.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:george.day@awe.gov.au
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European Union: 
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Japan 
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Maldives: 

Dear Ms. Kim, 

 

We concur with the interpretation of Seychelles as explained in the letter relating to implementation of 

Para 14a of Resolution 21/01.  

 

As the main proponent of the Proposal that is now adopted as Resolution 21/01, I can confirm that our 

intention was to reasonably minimise the impact of the overcatch in the event it happens as we 

understand that there are serious reporting difficulties with many CPCs.  

 

Best regards, 

 

---------------------------- 

Adam Ziyad 

Director General   

Fisheries Department  

 

Ministry of Fisheries, Marine Resources and Agriculture   

7th Floor, Velaanage, Ameer Ahmed Magu, Male', 20096 Maldives 

Tel No: +960 3339266 | Fax: +960 3326558 | 

Email: adam.ziyad@fishagri.gov.mv     | Website: www.fishagri.gov.mv 
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Thailand: 
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Unitd Kingdom: 

 

 


