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COMPLEMENTARY ELEMENTS FOR DISCUSSION UNDER ITEM 6 OF THE
AGENDA FOR THE COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE 

Prepared by IOTC Secretariat, 26 April 2022

PURPOSE 
To bring to the attention of the Compliance Committee the actions undertaken by CPCs during the last 
intersessional period to address fishing practices or activities that undermines the effectiveness of conservation 
and management measures adopted by the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission. 

INFORMATION REPORTED TO THE IOTC SECRETARIAT 
1. Information with regards to eight Sri Lankan flagged vessels, reported by the United Kingdom in

February 2022.  The attachments also contain information provided by Sri Lanka in regard to actions
that it has taken against vessel owners/skippers.
• Attachment 1 – Information on the vessels, IMUL-A-0633 CHW (JANITH PUTHA), IMUL-A-

0740KLT (DULAJ PUTHA) and IMUL-A-0778KLT (DULAJ PUTHA-3).
• Attachment 2 – Information on the vessel, IMUL-A-0248-KLT (previously ‘DILSHANTHA

PUTHA 3). 
• Attachment 3 – Information on the vessel, IMUL-A-0947-MTR (CHUTI KUMARI).
• Attachment 4 – Information on the vessel, IMUL-A-0524-KLT.

2. Information with regards to two vessels flagged to India, reported by the United Kingdom in February
2022.
• Attachment 5 – Information on the vessel, IND.TN.15.MM.4569 (NOVA).

• Attachment 6 – Information on the vessel, IND.TN.15.MM.5707 (YONA).

3. Information with regards to a vessel flagged to Japan, reported by France (OT).  The attachment also
contains communications between the IOTC Secretariat and Japan.
• Attachment 7 - Information on the vessel, MATSUEI MARU No. 3.

4. Information with regards to two vessels flagged to Panama, reported by France (OT).  The attachment
also contains communications between the IOTC Secretariat and Panama.
• Attachment 8 - Information on the vessels, HONGDONGFISHERY 12 and LEXMAR009.

5. Information with regards to three vessels flagged to China, reported by the European Union.  The
attachment also contains communications between the IOTC Secretariat, China and the European Union.
• Attachment 9 – Information on the vessels, FU YUAN YU 7617, FU YUAN YU 7618 and FU

YUAN YU 7619.

RECOMMENDATION/S 
That the CoC19: 

1) NOTE paper IOTC–2022–CoC19–07d, which describes several incidences of alleged illegal fishing
activities that took place in the IOTC Area.

2) NOTE the actions that Sri Lanka has taken against its vessels involved in these incidences.

3) NOTE the responses provided by Japan and China for the incidences related to the vessels under their
flag, and the FURTHER NOTE the response of Panama for the incidences related to the vessels which
were previously under its flag.

4) NOTE that India has not provided any information to the IOTC Secretariat on the incidences related to
the vessels under its flag.
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5) RECOMMEND that Japan and China keep CPCs informed on the progress and outcome of their
investigations.

6) RECOMMEND that India provide the Compliance Committee with an update of the investigations
related to the two Indian vessels listed in this document.

7) RECOMMEND that Sri Lanka keep CPCs informed on the progress and outcome of the proceedings
against the owner and/or master of the eight Sri Lankan vessels listed in this document.

8) RECOMMEND that CPCs continue to provide the Compliance Committee with information of actions
they undertake to combat fishing practices that undermines the effectiveness of conservation and
management measures adopted by the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission.



British Indian Ocean Territory Administration 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

London SW1A 2AH 

Dr Chris O’Brien      25 February 2022 
Executive Secretary  
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission 
Mahe   
Seychelles  
cc. Ms Anne-France Mattlet, Chair of the Compliance Committee; Dr Indra Jaya Vice Chair CoC

Mr Susantha Kahawatta, and Ms Kalyani Hewapathirana, DFAR, Sri Lanka

Dear Dr O’Brien,  

Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out IUU fishing in the IOTC 
Area of Competence:  Sri Lankan Flagged Vessels: IMULA-0633-CHW; IMULA-0740-KLT; 
IMULA-0778-KLT 

Details on the above referenced vessels are submitted to the IOTC Compliance Committee with 
recommendation a) Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action is recommended. We report 
the IUU activity of each vessel and the reason for presenting these vessels for the information of the 
Compliance Committee only.  

As required in paragraphs 5 and 6 of Resolution 18/03 please find attached completed IOTC Reporting forms 
for Illegal Activity and accompanying evidence for each vessel. Under the bilateral arrangement established 
between UKOT and Sri Lanka in order to combat IUU, these vessels were reported to the Sri Lankan 
Authorities for action – see their responses dated 04/09/21 and 14/02/22. 

The attached evidence shows that: 

• IMULA-0633-CHW: The flag State has taken (effective) action and applied sanctions of adequate
severity; The vessel was installed with VMS on 6/12/21 and was added to the ‘Risk Vessel Register
of DFAR’.

• IMULA-0740-KLT. The flag State has taken (effective) action and applied sanctions of
adequate severity; The vessel remains in detention pending installation of VMS; It was added
to the ‘Risk Vessel Register of DFAR’

• IMULA-0778-KLT. The flag State has taken (effective) action and applied sanctions of
adequate severity; The vessel remains in detention pending installation of VMS; It was added
to the ‘Risk Vessel Register of DFAR’

Whilst we are content not to place these vessels on the draft IUU vessels list, BIOTA’s letter dated 16 
February 2022 (included in the IOTC Reporting Forms for Illegal Activity with these vessels) highlights that 
a number of concerns remain about the effectiveness of flag State controls. We invite Sri Lanka to provide 
a detailed response to the points raised I that letter. In particular, for the information of the Compliance 
Committee, we draw attention to our concern that Sri Lankan Flagged vessels on the IOTC Authorised 
Fishing Vessel List are operating without having a functioning VMS installed in contravention of 
Resolutions 15/03 and 19/04. 

Attachment 1



I would be grateful if you could circulate this material for the information and consideration of the 
Compliance Committee.  

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 

      Dr C.C. Mees 
UK Delegation to IOTC 
Enclosed: IOTC Reporting Forms for Illegal Activity, IMULA-0633-CHW; IMULA-0740-KLT; IMULA-
0778-KLT 
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ANNEX I 

IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 
 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity recorded by UK(OT) in British 
Indian Ocean Territory. 

A. Details of Vessel 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if 
any) 

JANITH PUTHA 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) Sri Lanka 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel List 
(if applicable) 

N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available IMUL-A-0633 CHW 

e Photo Yes, see Appendix I 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) 4SF3434 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any) P.A.S. KUMARA, 518/3, Barudalpola, Thoduwawa 

h Operator (previous Operator/s, if
 any) and Master/Fishing 
Master 

UNK 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities CJ001: 02/09/2021 
CJ002: 08/09/2021 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities CJ001: -07°10.1’S, 071°03.7’E 
CJ002:-04°36.2’S, 072°25.1’E 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see 
section B for more detail) 

CJ001: Fishing without a license; Configured to use large scale 
driftnets (>2.5km) (17/07 para 4) 

CJ002: Fishing without a licence; VMS not tamper resistant 
(15/03 para. 8); Configured to use large scale driftnets (>2.5km) 

( /   ) 
l Summary of any actions known to have been 

taken in respect of the alleged IUU fishing 
activities 

CJ001: Warning given to F/V about BIOT Fisheries Law and 
instructed to haul gear, discarding catch and to leave BIOT MPA. 

CJ002: Warning given to F/V about BIOT Fisheries Law and 
instructed to haul gear, discarding catch and follow escort to 

leave BIOT MPA. 

m Outcome of actions taken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CJ001: They acknowledged contravention of regulations. Their 
drift net took 4 hours to haul. They discarded catch. They 

agreed to leave MPA and return to Sri Lanka and proceeded to 
the NE across Pitt Bank under our observation. 

CJ002: They acknowledged contravention of regulations. Their 
drift nets and longlines took a total of 8 hours to haul. They 
discarded catch. They agreed to leave MPA and return to Sri 
Lanka and proceeded to the northern boundary of the BIOT 

MPA under the escort of the BIOT patrol vessel. They then as 
instructed proceeded E under the northern boundary to exit the 

NE corner beyond Maldivian waters. 
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B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened 

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide relevant details 
including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in an attachment if necessary.) 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or by IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures: 

 

Item Definition Indicate 

a. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is 
neither registered on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels in accordance with Resolution 15/04 
[superseded by Resolution 19/04], nor recorded in the 
Active list of vessels; or 

X 

b. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when 
its flag State is without quota, catch limit, or effort 
allocation under IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures where applicable; or 

 

c. failed to record or report its catches in accordance 
with IOTC Conservation and Management Measures 
or has made false reports; or 

 

d. taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of 
IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

e. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during 
closed fishing periods or in closed areas in 
contravention of IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures; or 

 

f. used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

g. transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint 
operations with, support or re-supply vessels that are 
not included on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels or not on the Record of Vessels Authorised to 
receive transhipments at-sea in the IOTC Area or 

 

h. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
waters that are under the national jurisdiction of a 
coastal State without the permission or authorisation 
of that State or in contravention of the laws and 
regulations of that State (without prejudice to the 
sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 
enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

X 

i. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst 
being without nationality; or 

 

j. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having 
intentionally falsified or concealed its markings, 
identity or registration; or 

 

k. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
contravention of any other binding IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; 

X 
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C. Associated Documents 

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, photographs) 

 
Appendix I – Photographs. 
Appendix II – Inspection Report CJ001 
Appendix III – Inspection Report CJ002 
Appendix IV – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 

 

D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action 
is recommended. 

X 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. 
Recommend notification of activity to flag State. 

 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  
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Appendix I – Photographs 
Photographs from CJ001 on 02/09/2021 

 

 
Figure 1: Start & End of net hauling at NW & SW 
corners of plot – 6.1 NM 

 

 
Figure 2: Vessel ID on port bow.      

 

 
Figure 3: JANITH PUTHA, IMUL-A-0633CHW, 4sf3434 
& BIOT Patrol Vessel 

 

 
Fig 4:   Tuna being 
hauled. 

Figure 5: Tuna being 
discarded. 

 

 
Figure 6: More tuna being hauled. 

 

         
Figure 7: 6 Crew on deck 

 

 
Figure 8: Tuna being extracted from net. 

 

 
Figure 9: Patrol location setting SW of Pitt Bank BIOT 
MPA 
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Photographs from CJ002 on 08/09/2021 
 

 
[Fig 1] 02:34 08/09/2021. Situation stable. Blue targets 4 & 5. 

 

 
[Fig 2] 04:40 08/09/2021. Targets diverge at  over 6kn. 

 

 
 
[Fig. 3] Immediately before target 4 stopped. 

 

 
[Fig.4] Large Boat ‘North Star 232’ approaching Target 4 at 
06:47 08/09/2021. 

 

 
 
[Fig. 5] The SFPO inspecting Target 4, being the Janith Putha.  

 

 
[Fig. 6]The Janith Putha with BPV in background 
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[Fig. 7] The Janith Putha 

 

 
[Fig. 8] The Captain 

 

 
[Fig 9] Line guide on rail & auto hauler behind crewman. Long-
line barrels along port rail. 

 

 
[Fig 10] Dan Buoy, float and line visible. 

 

 
[Fig 11] Net hauling. 
 

 

 
[Fig 12] Line hauling. Zoom page to see visible line. 
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Appendix II – Inspection Report CJ001 
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John Caradoc Jones 
BIOT Senior Fisheries Protection Officer 
02/09/2021 
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Appendix III – Inspection Report CJ002 
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John Caradoc Jones  
BIOT Senior Fisheries Protection Officer 
10/09/2021 
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Appendix IV – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 
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ANNEX I 

IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 
 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity recorded by UK(OT) in British 
Indian Ocean Territory. 

A. Details of Vessel 

(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below) 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if any) DULAJ PUTHA 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) Sri Lanka 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel List (if 
applicable) 

N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available IMUL-A-0740KLT 

e Photo Yes, see Appendix I 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) 4SF4544 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any) RMCP Fernando (IOTC Records) 

h Operator (previous Operator/s, if any)
 and Master/Fishing Master 

UNK 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities 09/06/2021 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities -06°10.35’S, 071°34.55’E 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section B for 
more detail) 

No fishing gear (buoys/floats) marked. 

l Summary of any actions known to have been taken 
in respect of the alleged IUU fishing activities 

Warning given to F/V about BIOT 
Fisheries Law and instructed to follow 

the BPV North towards Sri Lanka. 

m Outcome of actions taken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

F/V Master complied and observed 
heading North past Speakers Bank 
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B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened 

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide relevant details 
including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in an attachment if necessary.) 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or by IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures: 

 

Item Definition Indicate 

a. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is 
neither registered on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels in accordance with Resolution 15/04 
[superseded by Resolution 19/04], nor recorded in the 
Active list of vessels; or 

 

b. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when 
its flag State is without quota, catch limit, or effort 
allocation under IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures where applicable; or 

 

c. failed to record or report its catches in accordance 
with IOTC Conservation and Management Measures 
or has made false reports; or 

 

d. taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of 
IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

e. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during 
closed fishing periods or in closed areas in 
contravention of IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures; or 

 

f. used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

g. transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint 
operations with, support or re-supply vessels that are 
not included on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels or not on the Record of Vessels Authorised to 
receive transhipments at-sea in the IOTC Area or 

 

h. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
waters that are under the national jurisdiction of a 
coastal State without the permission or authorisation 
of that State or in contravention of the laws and 
regulations of that State (without prejudice to the 
sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 
enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

X 

i. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst 
being without nationality; or 

 

j. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having 
intentionally falsified or concealed its markings, 
identity or registration; or 

 

k. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
contravention of any other binding IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; 
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C. Associated Documents 

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, photographs) 

 
Appendix I – Photographs. 
Appendix II – Inspection Report 
Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 

 

D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action 
is recommended. 

X 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. 
Recommend notification of activity to flag State. 

 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  
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Appendix I – Photographs 
Figure 1: ECDIS Screenshot; BPV and FV Position at time 
of interception 

 

Figure 2: SFPO; WB232 and FV Position at time of interception 

  

Figure 3: FV Starboard 

 

Figure 4: FV Bow (with Name and Registration) 

 
Figure 5: FV Stern 

 

Figure 6: FV Port 

 
Figure 7: FV Unmarked Gear; Buoys/floats 

 

Figure 8: Both ‘DULAJ PUTHA’ & ‘DULAJ PUTHA-3’ with WB232 
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Appendix II – Inspection Report 
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Rhys Diplock 
BIOT Senior Fisheries Protection Officer 
09/06/2021 
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Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 
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ANNEX I 

IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 
 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity recorded by UK(OT) in British 
Indian Ocean Territory. 

A. Details of Vessel 

(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below) 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if any) DULAJ PUTHA-3 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) Sri Lanka 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel List (if 
applicable) 

N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available IMUL-A-0778KLT 

e Photo Yes, see Appendix I 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) 4SF4701 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any) RMCP Fernando 

h Operator (previous Operator/s, if any)
 and Master/Fishing Master 

UNK 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities 09/06/2021 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities -06°14.37’S, 071°26.34’E 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section B for 
more detail) 

No fishing gear (buoys/floats) marked. 

l Summary of any actions known to have been taken 
in respect of the alleged IUU fishing activities 

Warning given to F/V about BIOT 
Fisheries Law and instructed to follow 

the BPV North towards Sri Lanka. 

m Outcome of actions taken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

F/V Master complied and observed 
heading North past Speakers Bank. 
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B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened 

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide relevant details 
including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in an attachment if necessary.) 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or by IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures: 

 

Item Definition Indicate 

a. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is 
neither registered on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels in accordance with Resolution 15/04 
[superseded by Resolution 19/04], nor recorded in the 
Active list of vessels; or 

 

b. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when 
its flag State is without quota, catch limit, or effort 
allocation under IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures where applicable; or 

 

c. failed to record or report its catches in accordance 
with IOTC Conservation and Management Measures 
or has made false reports; or 

 

d. taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of 
IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

e. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during 
closed fishing periods or in closed areas in 
contravention of IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures; or 

 

f. used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

g. transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint 
operations with, support or re-supply vessels that are 
not included on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels or not on the Record of Vessels Authorised to 
receive transhipments at-sea in the IOTC Area or 

 

h. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
waters that are under the national jurisdiction of a 
coastal State without the permission or authorisation 
of that State or in contravention of the laws and 
regulations of that State (without prejudice to the 
sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 
enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

X 

i. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst 
being without nationality; or 

 

j. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having 
intentionally falsified or concealed its markings, 
identity or registration; or 

 

k. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
contravention of any other binding IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; 

X 
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C. Associated Documents 

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, photographs) 

 
Appendix I – Photographs. 
Appendix II – Inspection Report 
Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 

 

D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action 
is recommended. 

X 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. 
Recommend notification of activity to flag State. 

 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  
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Appendix I – Photographs 
Figure 1: ECDIS Screenshot; BPV and FV Position at 
time of interception 

 

Figure 2: SFPO; WB232 and FV Position at time of 
interception 

  
Figure 3: FV Starboard 

 

Figure 4: FV Bow 

 
Figure 5: FV Stern 

 

Figure 6: FV Port 

 
Figure 7: FV ID; Name and Registration marked on 
bow 

 

Figure 8: FV shadowed by BPV 
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Figure 9: FV Unmarked Gear; Buoys/floats 

 

Figure 10: Both ‘DULAJ PUTHA-3’ & ‘DULAJ PUTHA’ 
with WB232 
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Appendix II – Inspection Report 
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Rhys Diplock 
BIOT Senior Fisheries Protection Officer 
09/06/2021 
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Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 
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British Indian Ocean Territory Administration 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

London SW1A 2AH 

Dr Chris O’Brien      25 February 2022 
Executive Secretary  
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission 
Mahe   
Seychelles  
cc. Ms Anne-France Mattlet, Chair of the Compliance Committee; Dr Indra Jaya Vice Chair CoC

Mr Susantha Kahawatta, and Ms Kalyani Hewapathirana, DFAR, Sri Lanka

Dear Dr O’Brien,  

Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out IUU fishing in the IOTC 
Area of Competence:  Sri Lankan Flagged Vessel IMULA 0248 KLT  

As required in paragraphs 5 and 6 of Resolution 18/03 please find attached a completed IOTC Reporting 
form for Illegal Activity and accompanying evidence supporting IUU fishing activity in BIOT waters, fishing 
contrary to Sri Lankan fisheries law and to IOTC Conservation Management Measures for the Sri Lankan 
flagged vessel IMULA 0248 KLT. Under the bilateral arrangement established between UKOT and Sri 
Lanka in order to combat IUU, this vessel was reported to the Sri Lankan Authorities in order to take action 
against the owner/master under the provisions of national fisheries legislation (FARA 1996/2013). 

The attached evidence shows that: 

• The multipurpose longline/gillnet vessel was not on the current IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels
and had no authorisation from it’s flag State to fish on the high seas

• The vessel was fishing illegally without a licence within BIOT waters – it was inspected on 8
February 2022.

• The vessel had fishing gear in the water within BIOT and the Captain was requested to haul the gear
by the Senior Fisheries Protection Officer. The catch included one shark only.

• Due to the current situation with Coronavirus the vessel was not boarded and the BIOT Authorities
were unable to conduct a full criminal investigation of the vessel’s activity; Sri Lanka was requested
to investigate the activities of the vessel.

• At the time of writing no response from Sri Lanka has been received regarding the actions it
intends to take

We submit this vessel to IOTC Compliance Committee with recommendation b) ‘Notification of illegal 
activity to IOTC Secretariat. Recommend notification of activity to flag State.’. This recommendation is 
made noting the following context: 

• The vessel was inspected only 20 days prior to submission of vessels for consideration on the draft
IUU vessels List. Noting that as a result of Coronavirus there are delays in the Sri Lankan judicial
system this case may not be settled by the time of the Compliance Committee in 2022.

• We recall the bilateral relationship between UK-BIOT and Sri Lanka to combat IUU and under
which Sri Lanka routinely investigates, and where appropriate takes action against, vessels reported
to it. We have requested a full regulatory investigation into the activities of this vessel and an
indication of any legal action that the Sri Lankan Authorities plan to implement. We request that Sri

Attachment 2



 

Lanka makes these details available to the Compliance Committee in 2022. We anticipate that this 
vessel will remain detained until the case is concluded. 

• Noting  
o that this unauthorised vessel was fishing illegally in BIOT without a licence,  
o that Resolution 18/03 Paragraph 5 enables vessels engaged in IUU fishing activities within 

a 24 month period prior to the meeting of the Compliance Committee to be reported,  
BIOT will present this vessel for inclusion on the draft IUU vessels list in 2023 if Sri Lanka has not 
demonstrated that effective action has been taken, including prosecution and imposition of sanctions 
of adequate severity (Resolution 18/03 para 14d). 

I would be grateful if you could circulate this material for the information and consideration of the 
Compliance Committee and that the details are discussed during the annual meeting of the Compliance 
Committee to make appropriate recommendations on reporting by the flag State intersessionally.  

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dr C.C. Mees 
UK Delegation to IOTC 
Enclosed: IOTC Reporting form for Illegal Activity, IMULA 0248 KLT 
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ANNEX I 

IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 
 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity recorded by UK(OT) in British 
Indian Ocean Territory. 

A. Details of Vessel 

(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below) 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if any) IMULA0248KLT (Previously ‘DILSHANTHA 
PUTHA 3’) 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) Sri Lanka 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel List (if 
applicable) 

N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available IMUL-A-0248 KLT 

e Photo Yes, see Appendix I 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) UNK 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any) WKAD Dias, 826/3 Galle Roas, Katukurunda, 
Kalutara 

h Operator (previous Operator/s, if any)
 and Master/Fishing Master 

UNK 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities 08/02/2022 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities -07°41.00’S, 071°32.23’E 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section B 
for more detail) 

F/V reg only (IMUL-A-0248 KLT) clearly 
visible. No vessel name or IRCS. 

IOTC license: 11079 (Expired 31/12/2012). 
No fishing gear identifiably marked. 

Illegal fishing in BIOT without a license. 
l Summary of any actions known to have been taken 

in respect of the alleged IUU fishing activities 

F/V instructed to haul deployed fishing gear 
and given verbal warning on BIOT fisheries 

law. 

m Outcome of actions taken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

~8nm of longline and ~1km of gillnet recovered 
by F/V and then escorted East towards the 

BIOT Eastern boundary by the BPV. 
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B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened 

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide relevant details 
including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in an attachment if necessary.) 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or by IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures: 

 

Item Definition Indicate 

a. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is 
neither registered on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels in accordance with Resolution 15/04 
[superseded by Resolution 19/04], nor recorded in the 
Active list of vessels; or 

X 

b. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when 
its flag State is without quota, catch limit, or effort 
allocation under IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures where applicable; or 

 

c. failed to record or report its catches in accordance 
with IOTC Conservation and Management Measures 
or has made false reports; or 

 

d. taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of 
IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

e. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during 
closed fishing periods or in closed areas in 
contravention of IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures; or 

 

f. used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

g. transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint 
operations with, support or re-supply vessels that are 
not included on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels or not on the Record of Vessels Authorised to 
receive transhipments at-sea in the IOTC Area or 

 

h. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
waters that are under the national jurisdiction of a 
coastal State without the permission or authorisation 
of that State or in contravention of the laws and 
regulations of that State (without prejudice to the 
sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 
enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

X 

i. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst 
being without nationality; or 

 

j. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having 
intentionally falsified or concealed its markings, 
identity or registration; or 

 

k. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
contravention of any other binding IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; 

X 
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C. Associated Documents 

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, photographs) 

 
Appendix I – Photographs. 
Appendix II – Inspection Report  
Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 

 

D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action 
is recommended. 

 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. 
Recommend notification of activity to flag State. 

X 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  
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Appendix I – Photographs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Figure 1:  F/V Starboard-side 

 
 

Figure 2: F/V Bow 

 
 

Figure 3: F/V Stern

 
 

Figure 4: F/V Port-side 

 
 

Figure 5:  F/V Registration 

 
 

Figure 6:  F/V Crew (Master far left) 
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Figure 7: F/V Hauling longline 

 
 

Figure 8: F/V Hauling driftnet 

 
 

Figure 9: F/V Position hauling with BPV 

 
 

Figure 10: ECDIS screenshot of BPV monitoring F/V 
hauling 
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Appendix II – Inspection Report 
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Rhys Diplock    
08/02/2022 
BIOT Senior Fisheries Protection Officer 
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Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 

 



         

S/N Reg. Number /  
Vessel Name  
  

Date of 

arrested 

/inspected  

Date of 

arrival to SL  

Initial Actions taken by DFAR  Legal Actions taken   Current Status  

 

01 

 

IMUL A 0248 

KLT 

 

DILSHANTHA  

 

08th Feb 

2022 

 

27th March 

2022 

 

(i)Detained the vessel after arrival to the 

port of SL and keep under the 

supervision of Department of Coast 

Guard (DCG).  

  
(ii)Summon the skipper and crew to the 

head office, DFAR and conduct and 

inquiry in the presence of the vessel 

owner.  

  
(iii)Suspend the fishing operation 

license, skipper license and seize the 
registration book and the log book 

issued to the vessel.   

  
(iv)The owner informed the 

repercussions of being listed IUU 

vessels list as per the IOTC 

Resolution 18/03.  
 

 

(i)Initiate court case in MC 

Colombo under 14 F 

sentences of FARA No. 2 of 

1996 amended by FARA 

No.35 of 2013. Case No: 

65793/5/22 

 
(ii)Magistrate summoned to 

detain the vessel under the 
Department of Coast Guard. 

  
(iii)Skipper license has 

suspended for 6 months and 

informed to harbour 
Operation Officers. 

 

 

(i)Accused accept the guilty and request for 
settlement under 52(B)sentence of FARA No.02 

of 1996 

 

(ii)Next trial date 04.05.2022 

Table 2 - Status of legal actions taken against the Sri Lanka vessels reported in BIOT waters after 27.02.2022 (Before 70 days 

reporting) 

 



02 IMUL A 0947 

MTR 

 

CHUTI 

KUMARI 

10th Feb 

2022 

21st March 

2022 

(i)Detained the vessel after arrival to the 
port of SL and keep under the 

supervision of Department of Coast 

Guard (DCG).  

  
(ii)Summon the skipper and crew to the 

head office, DFAR and conduct and 

inquiry in the presence of the vessel 

owner.  

  
(iii)Suspend the fishing operation 

license, skipper license and seize the 

registration book and the log book 

issued to the vessel.   

  
(iv)The owner informed the 

repercussions of being listed IUU 

vessels list as per the IOTC 

Resolution 18/03.  
 

(i)Initiate court case in MC 
Colombo under 14 F 

sentences of FARA No. 2 of 

1996 amended by FARA 

No.35 of 2013. Case No: 

65794/5/22 

 
(ii)Magistrate summoned to 

detain the vessel under the 

Department of Coast Guard. 

  
(iii)Skipper license has 

suspended for 6 months and 

informed to harbour 

Operation Officers. 

(i)Accused accept the guilty and request for 
settlement under 52(B)sentence of FARA No.02 

of 1996 
 

(ii)Next trial date 04.05.2022 

03 IMUL A 0524 

KLT 

 

 

13th Feb 

2022 

23rd Feb 2022 (i)Detained the vessel after arrival to the 

port of SL and keep under the 

supervision of Department of Coast 

Guard (DCG).  

  
(ii)Summon the skipper and crew to the 

head office, DFAR and conduct and 
inquiry in the presence of the vessel 

owner.  

  
(iii)Suspend the fishing operation 

license, skipper license and seize the 

registration book and the log book 

issued to the vessel.   

  
(iv)The owner informed the 

repercussions of being listed IUU 

vessels list as per the IOTC 

Resolution 18/03.  
 

(i)Initiate court case in MC 

Colombo under 14 A 

sentences of FARA No. 2 of 

1996 amended by FARA 

No.35 of 2013. Case No: 

65795/5/22 

 
(ii)Magistrate summoned to 

detain the vessel under the 
Department of Coast Guard. 

  
(iii)Skipper license has 

suspended for 6 months and 

informed harbour Operation 
Officers..to all harbour 

operation officers. 
 

(iv)Accused accept the guilty 
and request for settlement 

under 52 (B) sentence of 
FARA No. 2 of 1996.    

 

i) Administrative penalty SLR  
500,000LKR has imposed for owner   

 

ii) Administrative penalty SLR  
500,000LKR is paid.    
 
iii) Case is over. Suspensions lifted 

 

iv) The vessel is detained and the owner is in 
the pending list of VMS installation. 

 
v) Added to the  risk vessel list of DFAR 

 
 

 

 



British Indian Ocean Territory Administration 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

London SW1A 2AH 

Dr Chris O’Brien      25 February 2022 
Executive Secretary  
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission 
Mahe   
Seychelles  
cc. Ms Anne-France Mattlet, Chair of the Compliance Committee; Dr Indra Jaya Vice Chair CoC

Mr Susantha Kahawatta, and Ms Kalyani Hewapathirana, DFAR, Sri Lanka

Dear Dr O’Brien,  

Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out IUU fishing in the IOTC 
Area of Competence:  Sri Lankan Flagged Vessel IMULA-0947-MTR  

As required in paragraphs 5 and 6 of Resolution 18/03 please find attached a completed IOTC Reporting 
form for Illegal Activity and accompanying evidence supporting IUU fishing activity in BIOT waters, fishing 
contrary to Sri Lankan fisheries law and to IOTC Conservation Management Measures for the Sri Lankan 
flagged vessel IMULA-0947-MTR. Under the bilateral arrangement established between UKOT and Sri 
Lanka in order to combat IUU, this vessel was reported to the Sri Lankan Authorities in order for them to 
take action against the owner/master under the provisions of national fisheries legislation (FARA 
1996/2013). 

The attached evidence shows that: 

• The vessel was not on the current IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels and had no authorisation from
it’s flag State to fish on the high seas

• The multipurpose longline/gillnet vessel was fishing illegally without a licence within BIOT waters
– it was inspected on 10 February 2022.

• The vessel had longline fishing gear with wire trace in the water within BIOT and the Captain was
requested to haul the gear by the Senior Fisheries Protection Officer. The catch included yellowfin
tuna and sharks (including hammerhead)

• Due to the current situation with Coronavirus the vessel was not boarded and the BIOT Authorities
were unable to conduct a full criminal investigation of the vessel’s activity; Sri Lanka was requested
to investigate the activities of the vessel.

• At the time of writing no response from Sri Lanka has been received regarding the actions it
intends to take

We submit this vessel to IOTC Compliance Committee with recommendation b) ‘Notification of illegal 
activity to IOTC Secretariat. Recommend notification of activity to flag State.’. This recommendation is 
made noting the following context: 

• The vessel was inspected only 17 days prior to submission of vessels for consideration on the draft
IUU vessels List. Noting that as a result of Coronavirus there are delays in the Sri Lankan judicial
system this case may not be settled by the time of the Compliance Committee in 2022.

• We recall the bilateral relationship between UK-BIOT and Sri Lanka to combat IUU and under
which Sri Lanka routinely investigates, and where appropriate takes action against, vessels reported
to it. We have requested a full regulatory investigation into the activities of this vessel and an
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indication of any legal action that the Sri Lankan Authorities plan to implement. We request that Sri 
Lanka makes these details available to the Compliance Committee in 2022. We anticipate that this 
vessel will remain detained until the case is concluded. 

• Noting  
o that this unauthorised vessel was fishing illegally in BIOT without a licence,  
o that Resolution 18/03 Paragraph 5 enables vessels engaged in IUU fishing activities within 

a 24-month period prior to the meeting of the Compliance Committee to be reported,  
BIOT will present this vessel for inclusion on the draft IUU vessels list in 2023 if Sri Lanka has not 
demonstrated that effective action has been taken, including prosecution and imposition of sanctions 
of adequate severity (Resolution 18/03 para 14d). 

I would be grateful if you could circulate this material for the information and consideration of the 
Compliance Committee and that the details are discussed during the annual meeting of the Compliance 
Committee to make appropriate recommendations on reporting by the flag State intersessionally.  

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

      Dr C.C. Mees 
      UK Delegation to IOTC 
      Enclosed: IOTC Reporting form for Illegal Activity, IMULA-0947-MTR 
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ANNEX I 

IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 
 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity recorded by UK(OT) in British 
Indian Ocean Territory. 

A. Details of Vessel 

(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below) 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if any) CHUTI KUMARI 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) Sri Lanka 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel List (if 
applicable) 

N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available IMUL-A-0947 MTR 

e Photo Yes, see Appendix I 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) 4SF2232 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any) DHK. Wijesuriya. 22/20, Sunanda, Mawatha, 
Mirissa 

h Operator (previous Operator/s, if any) a    UNK 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities 10/02/2022 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities -06°12.38’S, 072°59.40’E 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section B 
for more detail) 

IOTC license: 12032 (Expired 30/04/2019). 
Caught and released one Yellowfin tuna alive. 

No fishing gear identifiably marked. 
Illegal fishing in BIOT without a license. 

l Summary of any actions known to have been taken 
in respect of the alleged IUU fishing activities 

F/V instructed to haul deployed fishing gear 
and given verbal warning on BIOT fisheries 

law. 

m Outcome of actions taken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

~8nm of longline recovered by F/V and then 
instructed to exit BIOT waters to the E/NE 

and return to port in Sri Lanka. 
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B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened 

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide relevant details 
including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in an attachment if necessary.) 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or by IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures: 

 

Item Definition Indicate 

a. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is 
neither registered on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels in accordance with Resolution 15/04 
[superseded by Resolution 19/04], nor recorded in the 
Active list of vessels; or 

X 

b. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when 
its flag State is without quota, catch limit, or effort 
allocation under IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures where applicable; or 

 

c. failed to record or report its catches in accordance 
with IOTC Conservation and Management Measures 
or has made false reports; or 

 

d. taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of 
IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

e. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during 
closed fishing periods or in closed areas in 
contravention of IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures; or 

 

f. used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

g. transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint 
operations with, support or re-supply vessels that are 
not included on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels or not on the Record of Vessels Authorised to 
receive transhipments at-sea in the IOTC Area or 

 

h. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
waters that are under the national jurisdiction of a 
coastal State without the permission or authorisation 
of that State or in contravention of the laws and 
regulations of that State (without prejudice to the 
sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 
enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

X 

i. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst 
being without nationality; or 

 

j. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having 
intentionally falsified or concealed its markings, 
identity or registration; or 

 

k. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
contravention of any other binding IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; 

X 
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C. Associated Documents 

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, photographs) 

 
Appendix I – Photographs. 
Appendix II – Inspection Report  
Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 

 

D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action 
is recommended. 

 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. 
Recommend notification of activity to flag State. 

X 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  
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Appendix I – Photographs 

 
  

Figure 1:  

 
F/V Starboard-side. 

Figure 2: 

 
F/V Bow. 

Figure 3: 

 
F/V Stern. 

Figure 4: 

 
F/V Port-side. 

Figure 5:  

 
F/V Name & Registration. 

Figure 6:  

 
F/V Crew (Master far right). 
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Figure 7:  

 
F/V CHUTI KUMARI Commenced hauling longline. 

Figure 8: 

 
F/V CHUTI KUMARI Position when commenced hauling 
longline. 

Figure 9: 

 
ECDIS screenshot of BPV monitoring CHUTI KUMARI 
hauling longline. 

Figure 10: 

 
F/V CHUTI KUMARI releasing Yellowfin tuna (alive). 

Figure 11: 

 
F/V CHUTI KUMARI with unmarked fisning gear (buoys). 
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Appendix II – Inspection Report 
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Rhys Diplock    
10/02/2022 
BIOT Senior Fisheries Protection Officer 
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Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 

 



         

S/N Reg. Number /  
Vessel Name  
  

Date of 

arrested 

/inspected  

Date of 

arrival to SL  

Initial Actions taken by DFAR  Legal Actions taken   Current Status  

 

01 

 

IMUL A 0248 

KLT 

 

DILSHANTHA  

 

08th Feb 

2022 

 

27th March 

2022 

 

(i)Detained the vessel after arrival to the 

port of SL and keep under the 

supervision of Department of Coast 

Guard (DCG).  

  
(ii)Summon the skipper and crew to the 

head office, DFAR and conduct and 

inquiry in the presence of the vessel 

owner.  

  
(iii)Suspend the fishing operation 

license, skipper license and seize the 
registration book and the log book 

issued to the vessel.   

  
(iv)The owner informed the 

repercussions of being listed IUU 

vessels list as per the IOTC 

Resolution 18/03.  
 

 

(i)Initiate court case in MC 

Colombo under 14 F 

sentences of FARA No. 2 of 

1996 amended by FARA 

No.35 of 2013. Case No: 

65793/5/22 

 
(ii)Magistrate summoned to 

detain the vessel under the 
Department of Coast Guard. 

  
(iii)Skipper license has 

suspended for 6 months and 

informed to harbour 
Operation Officers. 

 

 

(i)Accused accept the guilty and request for 
settlement under 52(B)sentence of FARA No.02 

of 1996 

 

(ii)Next trial date 04.05.2022 

Table 2 - Status of legal actions taken against the Sri Lanka vessels reported in BIOT waters after 27.02.2022 (Before 70 days 

reporting) 

 



02 IMUL A 0947 

MTR 

 

CHUTI 

KUMARI 

10th Feb 

2022 

21st March 

2022 

(i)Detained the vessel after arrival to the 
port of SL and keep under the 

supervision of Department of Coast 

Guard (DCG).  

  
(ii)Summon the skipper and crew to the 

head office, DFAR and conduct and 

inquiry in the presence of the vessel 

owner.  

  
(iii)Suspend the fishing operation 

license, skipper license and seize the 

registration book and the log book 

issued to the vessel.   

  
(iv)The owner informed the 

repercussions of being listed IUU 

vessels list as per the IOTC 

Resolution 18/03.  
 

(i)Initiate court case in MC 
Colombo under 14 F 

sentences of FARA No. 2 of 

1996 amended by FARA 

No.35 of 2013. Case No: 

65794/5/22 

 
(ii)Magistrate summoned to 

detain the vessel under the 

Department of Coast Guard. 

  
(iii)Skipper license has 

suspended for 6 months and 

informed to harbour 

Operation Officers. 

(i)Accused accept the guilty and request for 
settlement under 52(B)sentence of FARA No.02 

of 1996 
 

(ii)Next trial date 04.05.2022 

03 IMUL A 0524 

KLT 

 

 

13th Feb 

2022 

23rd Feb 2022 (i)Detained the vessel after arrival to the 

port of SL and keep under the 

supervision of Department of Coast 

Guard (DCG).  

  
(ii)Summon the skipper and crew to the 

head office, DFAR and conduct and 
inquiry in the presence of the vessel 

owner.  

  
(iii)Suspend the fishing operation 

license, skipper license and seize the 

registration book and the log book 

issued to the vessel.   

  
(iv)The owner informed the 

repercussions of being listed IUU 

vessels list as per the IOTC 

Resolution 18/03.  
 

(i)Initiate court case in MC 

Colombo under 14 A 

sentences of FARA No. 2 of 

1996 amended by FARA 

No.35 of 2013. Case No: 

65795/5/22 

 
(ii)Magistrate summoned to 

detain the vessel under the 
Department of Coast Guard. 

  
(iii)Skipper license has 

suspended for 6 months and 

informed harbour Operation 
Officers..to all harbour 

operation officers. 
 

(iv)Accused accept the guilty 
and request for settlement 

under 52 (B) sentence of 
FARA No. 2 of 1996.    

 

i) Administrative penalty SLR  
500,000LKR has imposed for owner   

 

ii) Administrative penalty SLR  
500,000LKR is paid.    
 
iii) Case is over. Suspensions lifted 

 

iv) The vessel is detained and the owner is in 
the pending list of VMS installation. 

 
v) Added to the  risk vessel list of DFAR 

 
 

 

 



British Indian Ocean Territory Administration 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

London SW1A 2AH 

Dr Chris O’Brien      25 February 2022 
Executive Secretary  
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission 
Mahe   
Seychelles  
cc. Ms Anne-France Mattlet, Chair of the Compliance Committee; Dr Indra Jaya Vice Chair CoC

Mr Susantha Kahawatta, and Ms Kalyani Hewapathirana, DFAR, Sri Lanka

Dear Dr O’Brien,  

Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out IUU fishing in the IOTC 
Area of Competence:  Sri Lankan Flagged Vessel IMULA-0524-KLT  

As required in paragraphs 5 and 6 of Resolution 18/03 please find attached a completed IOTC Reporting 
form for Illegal Activity and accompanying evidence supporting IUU fishing contrary to Sri Lankan fisheries 
law and to IOTC Conservation Management Measures for the Sri Lankan flagged vessel IMULA-0524-
KLT. Under the bilateral arrangement established between UKOT and Sri Lanka in order to combat IUU, 
this vessel was reported to the Sri Lankan Authorities in order that they may take action against the 
owner/master under the provisions of national fisheries legislation (FARA 1996/2013). 

The attached evidence shows that: 

• The vessel was not on the current IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels and had no authorisation from
it’s flag State to fish on the high seas

• The multipurpose longline/gillnet vessel was fishing illegally without authorisation in the IOTC
Area of Competence (Saya de Mahla Bank) – it was inspected on 13 February 2022.

• There was no evidence of illegal fishing in BIOT waters; the vessel had not submitted a Transit
Report

• Due to the current situation with Coronavirus the vessel was not boarded and the BIOT Authorities
were unable to conduct a full investigation of the vessel’s activity; Sri Lanka was requested to
investigate the activities of the vessel.

• At the time of writing no response from Sri Lanka has been received regarding the actions it
intends to take

We submit this vessel to IOTC Compliance Committee with recommendation b) ‘Notification of illegal 
activity to IOTC Secretariat. Recommend notification of activity to flag State.’. This recommendation is 
made noting the following context: 

• The vessel was inspected only 15 days prior to submission of vessels for consideration on the draft
IUU vessels List. Noting that as a result of Coronavirus there are delays in the Sri Lankan judicial
system this case may not be settled by the time of the Compliance Committee in 2022.

• We recall the bilateral relationship between UK-BIOT and Sri Lanka to combat IUU and under
which Sri Lanka routinely investigates, and where appropriate takes action against, vessels reported
to it. We have an investigation into the activities of this vessel and an indication of any action that
the Sri Lankan Authorities plan to implement. We request that Sri Lanka makes these details
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available to the Compliance Committee in 2022. We anticipate that this vessel will remain detained 
until the case is concluded. 

• Noting  
o that this vessel was fishing in the IOTC Area without Authorisation,  
o that Resolution 18/03 Paragraph 5 enables vessels engaged in IUU fishing activities within 

a 24-month period prior to the meeting of the Compliance Committee to be reported,  
CPCs / the Compliance Committee should consider whether to present this vessel for inclusion on 
the draft IUU vessels list in 2023 if Sri Lanka has not demonstrated that effective action has been 
taken, including prosecution and imposition of sanctions of adequate severity (para 14d). 

I would be grateful if you could circulate this material for the information and consideration of the 
Compliance Committee and that the details are discussed during the annual meeting of the Compliance 
Committee to make appropriate recommendations on reporting by the flag State intersessionally.  

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 

         Dr C.C. Mees 
         UK Delegation to IOTC 
         Enclosed: IOTC Reporting form for Illegal Activity, IMULA-0524-KLT 
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ANNEX I 

IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 
 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity recorded by UK(OT) in British 
Indian Ocean Territory. 

A. Details of Vessel 

(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below) 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if any) IMULA0524KLT 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) Sri Lanka 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel List (if 
applicable) 

N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available IMUL-A-0524 KLT 

e Photo Yes, see Appendix I 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) UNK 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any) S.A.A.D. Kumari. Bubulalanda, 
Karadagoda, Beruwala 

h Operator (previous Operator/s, if any)
 and Master/Fishing Master 

UNK 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities 03/02/2022 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities -04°46.53’S, 072°28.23’E 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section B for 
more detail) 

F/V reg only (IMUL-A-0524 KLT) 
clearly visible. No vessel name or 

IRCS. 
    

 
     

l Summary of any actions known to have been taken in 
respect of the alleged IUU fishing activities 

F/V given verbal warning on BIOT 
fisheries law and instructed to leave 

BIOT waters. 

m Outcome of actions taken F/V observed heading N/NE 
towards Sri Lanka (Northern BIOT 

boundary). 
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B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened 

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide relevant details 
including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in an attachment if necessary.) 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or by IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures: 

 

Item Definition Indicate 

a. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is 
neither registered on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels in accordance with Resolution 15/04 
[superseded by Resolution 19/04], nor recorded in the 
Active list of vessels; or 

X 

b. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when 
its flag State is without quota, catch limit, or effort 
allocation under IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures where applicable; or 

 

c. failed to record or report its catches in accordance 
with IOTC Conservation and Management Measures 
or has made false reports; or 

 

d. taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of 
IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

e. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during 
closed fishing periods or in closed areas in 
contravention of IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures; or 

 

f. used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

g. transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint 
operations with, support or re-supply vessels that are 
not included on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels or not on the Record of Vessels Authorised to 
receive transhipments at-sea in the IOTC Area or 

 

h. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
waters that are under the national jurisdiction of a 
coastal State without the permission or authorisation 
of that State or in contravention of the laws and 
regulations of that State (without prejudice to the 
sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 
enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

 

i. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst 
being without nationality; or 

 

j. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having 
intentionally falsified or concealed its markings, 
identity or registration; or 

 

k. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
contravention of any other binding IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; 

X 
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C. Associated Documents 

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, photographs) 

 
Appendix I – Photographs. 
Appendix II – Inspection Report  
Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 

 

D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action 
is recommended. 

 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. 
Recommend notification of activity to flag State. 

X 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  

 
  



3 
 

 

 

Appendix I – Photographs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Figure 1:  

 
F/V Position when inspected by SFPO 

Figure 2: 

 
F/V and BPV position when inspected by SFPO (ECDIS) 

Figure 3: 

 
F/V Starboard 

Figure 4: 

 
F/V Bow  

Figure 5:  

 
F/V Stern 

Figure 6:  

 
F/V Port 



3 
 

 

 

Figure 7:  

 
F/V Registration 

Figure 8: 

 
F/V Crew with unmarked fishing gear (buoys/DAN 
flags) 

 
  



3 
 

 

 

Appendix II – Inspection Report 
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Rhys Diplock 
BIOT Senior Fisheries Protection Officer 
13/02/2021 
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Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 

 



         

S/N Reg. Number /  
Vessel Name  
  

Date of 

arrested 

/inspected  

Date of 

arrival to SL  

Initial Actions taken by DFAR  Legal Actions taken   Current Status  

 

01 

 

IMUL A 0248 

KLT 

 

DILSHANTHA  

 

08th Feb 

2022 

 

27th March 

2022 

 

(i)Detained the vessel after arrival to the 

port of SL and keep under the 

supervision of Department of Coast 

Guard (DCG).  

  
(ii)Summon the skipper and crew to the 

head office, DFAR and conduct and 

inquiry in the presence of the vessel 

owner.  

  
(iii)Suspend the fishing operation 

license, skipper license and seize the 
registration book and the log book 

issued to the vessel.   

  
(iv)The owner informed the 

repercussions of being listed IUU 

vessels list as per the IOTC 

Resolution 18/03.  
 

 

(i)Initiate court case in MC 

Colombo under 14 F 

sentences of FARA No. 2 of 

1996 amended by FARA 

No.35 of 2013. Case No: 

65793/5/22 

 
(ii)Magistrate summoned to 

detain the vessel under the 
Department of Coast Guard. 

  
(iii)Skipper license has 

suspended for 6 months and 

informed to harbour 
Operation Officers. 

 

 

(i)Accused accept the guilty and request for 
settlement under 52(B)sentence of FARA No.02 

of 1996 

 

(ii)Next trial date 04.05.2022 

Table 2 - Status of legal actions taken against the Sri Lanka vessels reported in BIOT waters after 27.02.2022 (Before 70 days 

reporting) 

 



02 IMUL A 0947 

MTR 

 

CHUTI 

KUMARI 

10th Feb 

2022 

21st March 

2022 

(i)Detained the vessel after arrival to the 
port of SL and keep under the 

supervision of Department of Coast 

Guard (DCG).  

  
(ii)Summon the skipper and crew to the 

head office, DFAR and conduct and 

inquiry in the presence of the vessel 

owner.  

  
(iii)Suspend the fishing operation 

license, skipper license and seize the 

registration book and the log book 

issued to the vessel.   

  
(iv)The owner informed the 

repercussions of being listed IUU 

vessels list as per the IOTC 

Resolution 18/03.  
 

(i)Initiate court case in MC 
Colombo under 14 F 

sentences of FARA No. 2 of 

1996 amended by FARA 

No.35 of 2013. Case No: 

65794/5/22 

 
(ii)Magistrate summoned to 

detain the vessel under the 

Department of Coast Guard. 

  
(iii)Skipper license has 

suspended for 6 months and 

informed to harbour 

Operation Officers. 

(i)Accused accept the guilty and request for 
settlement under 52(B)sentence of FARA No.02 

of 1996 
 

(ii)Next trial date 04.05.2022 

03 IMUL A 0524 

KLT 

 

 

13th Feb 

2022 

23rd Feb 2022 (i)Detained the vessel after arrival to the 

port of SL and keep under the 

supervision of Department of Coast 

Guard (DCG).  

  
(ii)Summon the skipper and crew to the 

head office, DFAR and conduct and 
inquiry in the presence of the vessel 

owner.  

  
(iii)Suspend the fishing operation 

license, skipper license and seize the 

registration book and the log book 

issued to the vessel.   

  
(iv)The owner informed the 

repercussions of being listed IUU 

vessels list as per the IOTC 

Resolution 18/03.  
 

(i)Initiate court case in MC 

Colombo under 14 A 

sentences of FARA No. 2 of 

1996 amended by FARA 

No.35 of 2013. Case No: 

65795/5/22 

 
(ii)Magistrate summoned to 

detain the vessel under the 
Department of Coast Guard. 

  
(iii)Skipper license has 

suspended for 6 months and 

informed harbour Operation 
Officers..to all harbour 

operation officers. 
 

(iv)Accused accept the guilty 
and request for settlement 

under 52 (B) sentence of 
FARA No. 2 of 1996.    

 

i) Administrative penalty SLR  
500,000LKR has imposed for owner   

 

ii) Administrative penalty SLR  
500,000LKR is paid.    
 
iii) Case is over. Suspensions lifted 

 

iv) The vessel is detained and the owner is in 
the pending list of VMS installation. 

 
v) Added to the  risk vessel list of DFAR 

 
 

 

 



British Indian Ocean Territory Administration 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

London SW1A 2AH 

Dr Chris O’Brien      25 February 2022 
Executive Secretary  
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission 
Mahe   
Seychelles  
cc. Ms Anne-France Mattlet, Chair of the Compliance Committee; Dr Indra Jaya Vice Chair CoC

Mr IA Siddique; Dr P. Pandian; Mr J. Balaji, Ministry of Fisheries, Government of India

Dear Dr O’Brien,  

Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out IUU fishing in the IOTC 
Area of Competence:  Indian Flagged Vessels IND.TN.15.MM.4569 (NOVA) 

As required in paragraphs 5 and 6 of Resolution 18/03 please find attached a completed IOTC Reporting 
form for Illegal Activity and accompanying evidence supporting IUU fishing presumed contrary to Indian 
fisheries law and to IOTC Conservation Management Measures for the Indian flagged vessel 
IND.TN.15.MM.4569 (NOVA). This vessel was reported to Indian Authorities. 

The attached evidence shows that: 

• The vessel was not on the current IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels; we have requested
clarification of the authorisation for tis vessel to fish beyond the Indian EEZ;

• The longline vessel was fishing illegally without IOTC authorisation in the IOTC Area of
Competence (West of BIOT) – it was inspected on 14 February 2022.

• There was no evidence of illegal fishing in BIOT waters; the vessel had not submitted a Transit
Report

• Due to the current situation with Coronavirus the vessel was not boarded and the BIOT Authorities
were unable to conduct a full investigation of the vessel’s activity; India was requested to investigate
the activities of the vessel.

• At the time of writing no response from India has been received regarding the actions it intends
to take

We submit this vessel to IOTC Compliance Committee with recommendation b) ‘Notification of illegal 
activity to IOTC Secretariat. Recommend notification of activity to flag State.’. This recommendation is 
made noting the following context: 

• The vessel was inspected only 14 days prior to submission of vessels for consideration on the draft
IUU vessels List and this may be insufficient time for the case to be concluded by the Indian
Authorities by the time of the Compliance Committee in 2022.

• We have requested an investigation into the activities of this vessel and an indication of any action
that the Indian Authorities plan to implement. We request that India makes these details available to
the Compliance Committee in 2022. We anticipate that this vessel will remain detained until the
case is concluded if it did not possess the appropriate authorisation to fish beyond the Indian EEZ.

• Noting
o that this longline vessel was fishing in the IOTC Area without IOTC Authorisation,

Attachment 5



 

o that Resolution 18/03 Paragraph 5 enables vessels engaged in IUU fishing activities within 
a 24-month period prior to the meeting of the Compliance Committee to be reported,  

CPCs / the Compliance Committee should consider whether to present this vessel for inclusion on 
the draft IUU vessels list in 2023 if India has not demonstrated that effective action has been taken, 
including prosecution and imposition of sanctions of adequate severity (Resolution 18/03 para 14d). 

I would be grateful if you could circulate this material for the information and consideration of the 
Compliance Committee and that the details are discussed during the annual meeting of the Compliance 
Committee to make appropriate recommendations on reporting by the flag State intersessionally.  

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 

Dr C.C. Mees 
UK Delegation to IOTC 
Enclosed: IOTC Reporting form for Illegal Activity, IND.TN.15.MM.4569 (NOVA). 
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ANNEX I 

IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 
 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity recorded by UK(OT) in British 
Indian Ocean Territory. 

A. Details of Vessel 

(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below) 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if 
any) 

NOVA 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) India 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel List (if 
applicable) 

N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available IND.TN.15.MM.4569 

e Photo Yes, see Appendix I 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) UNK 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any) UNK 

h Operator (previous Operator/s, if any)    UNK 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities 14/02/2022 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities -05°06.12’S, 071°53.3’E 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section B 
for more detail) 

Fishing in the IOTC area without 
authorisation 

l Summary of any actions known to have been 
taken in respect of the alleged IUU fishing 
activities 

F/V Master given a verbal warning on BIOT 
fisheries law and instructed to leave BIOT 

waters. 

m Outcome of actions taken The vessel was observed heading North 
before the BPV altered course East and 
resumed patrol to the Salomon Islands. 
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B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened 

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide relevant details 
including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in an attachment if necessary.) 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or by IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures: 

 

Item Definition Indicate 

a. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is 
neither registered on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels in accordance with Resolution 15/04 
[superseded by Resolution 19/04], nor recorded in the 
Active list of vessels; or 

X 

b. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when 
its flag State is without quota, catch limit, or effort 
allocation under IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures where applicable; or 

 

c. failed to record or report its catches in accordance 
with IOTC Conservation and Management Measures 
or has made false reports; or 

 

d. taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of 
IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

e. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during 
closed fishing periods or in closed areas in 
contravention of IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures; or 

 

f. used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

g. transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint 
operations with, support or re-supply vessels that are 
not included on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels or not on the Record of Vessels Authorised to 
receive transhipments at-sea in the IOTC Area or 

 

h. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
waters that are under the national jurisdiction of a 
coastal State without the permission or authorisation 
of that State or in contravention of the laws and 
regulations of that State (without prejudice to the 
sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 
enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

 

i. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst 
being without nationality; or 

 

j. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having 
intentionally falsified or concealed its markings, 
identity or registration; or 

 

k. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
contravention of any other binding IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; 

X 
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C. Associated Documents 

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, photographs) 

 
Appendix I – Photographs. 
Appendix II – Inspection Report  
Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 

 

D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action 
is recommended. 

 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. 
Recommend notification of activity to flag State. 

X 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  
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Appendix I – Photographs 

 
[Fig.1] Initial position of radar targets and BPV when 
targets fixed ~10nm North of Peros Banhos on BPV 
ECDIS (14/02/22 09:30). 

 
[Fig.2] Position of BPV and FV targets (two) when 
WB232 with SFPO approaching for interception 
(14/02/22 10:05). 

 
[Fig.3] Position of BPV and FV targets when SFPO 
onboard WB232 intercepted Indian FVs ‘NOVA’ and 
‘YONA’ ~10nm North of Peros Banhos atoll 
(14/02/22 10:12). 

 
[Fig.4] Position and time FVs ‘NOVA’ and ‘YONA’ 
intercepted by SFPO onboard WB232; 
-05°04.54’S, 071°55.51’E (14/02/22 10:16). 

 
[Fig.5] FV ‘NOVA’ and FV ‘YONA’ (background) 
intercepted by SFPO onboard WB232 – Stern 
(14/02/22 10:16). 

 
[Fig.6] FV ‘NOVA’ intercepted by SFPO onboard 
WB232 - Portside (14/02/22 10:16). 
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[Fig.7] FV ‘NOVA’ intercepted by SFPO onboard 
WB232 - Bow (14/02/22 10:17). 

 
[Fig.8] FV ‘NOVA’ intercepted by SFPO onboard 
WB232 - Starboard (14/02/22 10:17). 

 
[Fig.9] Vessel name ‘NOVA’ marked on FV bow 
(14/02/22 10:17). 

 
[Fig.10] Vessel registration ‘IND.TN.15.MM.4569’ 
marked on FV Starboard (14/02/22 10:17). 

 
[Fig.11] Position of BPV and WB212 (showing on 
AIS) when SFPO completed inspection of FVs 
‘NOVA’ and ‘YONA’ (14/02/22 10:28). 

 
[Fig.12] FVs ‘NOVA’ and ‘YONA’ observed 
heading North towards the Northern BIOT 
Boundary as BPV resumed patrol SE (14/02/22 
10:50). 
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Appendix II – Inspection Report 
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Rhys Diplock 
BIOT Senior Fisheries Protection Officer 
14/02/2021 
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Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 

 



British Indian Ocean Territory Administration 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

London SW1A 2AH 
 

 
 
Dr Chris O’Brien                        12 April 2022 
Executive Secretary  
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission  
Mahe   
Seychelles  
cc.  Dr Indra Jaya Vice Chair CoC 

Mr IA Siddique; Dr P. Pandian; Mr J. Balaji, Ministry of Fisheries, Government of India 
 
 

Dear Dr O’Brien,   

Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out IUU fishing in 
the IOTC Area of Competence:  Indian Flagged Vessel IND.TN.15.MM.4569 (NOVA) 

Further to our submission on 25th February 2022 of the above referenced vessel with 
recommendation b) ‘Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. Recommend notification 
of activity to flag State.’, and pursuant to paragraph 12 of Resolution 18/03 we submit additional 
information regarding this vessel. We attach a letter to the Indian Authorities dated 4 April 2022 and 
a vessel Inspection Report from 27 March 2022. At the time of writing no response has been received 
from India. 

India responded to our communication to the Secretariat dated 25 February 2022 by email on 
08/03/22 indicating that ‘the matter is being investigated by the concerned authorities and further 
information shall be shared at the earliest’. However, the attachment shows that the same vessel, 
IND.TN.15.MM.4569 (NOVA) was inspected a second time in BIOT waters on 27 March 2022.  

• The vessel is not on the IOTC authorised fishing vessel list 
• The vessel had not yet been detained by the Indian Authorities. 
• The Master of the vessel admitted to illegally fishing in BIOT waters 
• Baited handlines were in use. 
• The vessel was fishing as part of a group of 5 vessels representing coordinated IUU. 

I would be grateful if you could circulate this material for the information and consideration of the 
Compliance Committee.  

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 

       Dr C.C. Mees 
       UK Delegation to IOTC  
       Enclosed: Letter to India dated 4 April 2022; vessel Inspection Report dated 27 March 2022 
 



British Indian Ocean Territory Administration 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

London SW1A 2AH 
 

Mr I.A. Siddiqui         4 April 2022 
Fisheries Development Commissioner (i/c) 
 
Cc: Dr.P.Paul Pandian           
Fisheries Development Commissioner, Government of India 
 
Mr. J. Balaji 
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying 
 
E-Mail: ia.siddiqui@gov.in;  jsfy@nic.in; pl_pndn@yahoo.com  
 
Dear Mr Siddiqui, 
 

Notification of vessel inspection of the Indian flagged multipurpose vessel IND.TN.15.MM.4569 (NOVA) 
in BIOT waters and request for an investigation into its activities. 
 

On 27 March 2022 the Senior Fisheries Protection Officer inspected the above referenced vessel on suspicion 
of illegal fishing activity Bank in BIOT waters. The same vessel was reported to you on 16 February 2022 and 
by email (Dr Pandian, 8/2/22) you indicated ‘the matter is being investigated by the concerned authorities and 
further information shall be shared at the earliest’ – unfortunately it appears that this vessel has neither been 
recalled to port nor detained. An Inspection Report for the vessel is attached. 
 

• The vessel was not on the IOTC Authorised Fishing Vessel list 
• The vessel had not submitted a transit report through BIOT waters 
• The vessel was illegally fishing with baited handlines 
• The Master indicated he had been fishing for the past 3 days in BIOT waters 
• The vessel was fishing as part of a coordinated (IUU) group of 5 vessels 
• Due to the current situation with Coronavirus neither vessel was boarded and we were therefore unable 

to conduct a full investigation of the vessels’ activities 
 
We would be grateful if you could investigate the activities of this vessel regarding any fishing outside Indian 
waters and if VMS is present confirm any activity within BIOT waters. Following your investigation, we would 
also be grateful for an early indication of whether you plan to request that Indian authorities deal with this vessel 
if it is confirmed to be in violation of the fisheries regulations of India. 
 
This vessel was notified to the IOTC Secretariat on 25 February 2022 and we shall be providing an update 
including these details and any feedback that you are able to share with us. 
 
If you have any questions or require assistance, please do not hesitate to contact myself (c.mees@mrag.co.uk) 
or John Pearce (j.pearce@mrag.co.uk). We look forward to your continued cooperation in combatting IUU.  
 
Yours Sincerely 
 

       
Dr C.C. Mees        Christopher (Kit) Pyman 
  
UK Delegate to IOTC       BIOT Administrator 
Attachment: Inspection Report for IND.TN.15.MM.4569 (NOVA)  

mailto:ia.siddiqui@gov.in
mailto:ia.siddiqui@gov.in
mailto:jsfy@nic.in
mailto:jsfy@nic.in
mailto:pl_pndn@yahoo.com
mailto:pl_pndn@yahoo.com
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1. SUMMARY 
Date of boarding 27/03/2022 

Patrol type and number FIPA119 

Vessel name NOVA 

Vessel type Gill-netter 

Vessel flag and port of reg. Indian, Colachel. Base of operation: Eraviputhenthurai. 

Vessel Registration No. INDTN15MM4569 

IOTC# (if registered)  

Vessel Captain’s name  

SFPO Caradoc Jones 

BPV crew assisting Stephen Tredigo, Michael Dalton 

Action Taken: 

Nova: No evidence of fish or fishing except crew of this vessel (Nova) volunteered they had been fishing here 

for 3 days.  All dan- buoys and Floats seemed to be on-board, stowed on the wheelhouse roof. Nets stowed 

forward of the wheelhouse. Net hauler was dismounted. Hand lines in use, one photographed baited being set. 

This vessel has previously been inspected (RD019 14/02/2022). 

 

These Nova was part of a group of five vessels grouped together at the Three Brothers. They volunteered that  

they had between them been fishing in the area for between two and eight days. They were given both written 

and verbal simple instructions that were acknowledged as clearly understood: - No Fishing for 200 miles, leave 

area now / go to India, switch on AIS for three days. All agreed to the instructions and proceeded to leave the 

area. No major gear deployments were apparent at the time of inspection apart from a typical array of floats 

with tangled attached lines as we returned to the BPV. A small number of hand lines were observed on some 

of the vessels. No fish were observed or recorded on the decks of any of the vessels. It is likely they are hand-

lining whilst in shallow water of lagoons, reef-fringes and banks. 

 

The five vessels were identified as:  

INDTN15MM4783 - LIVING GOD 

INDTN15MM4594 - ALFA 

INDTN15MM5176 - SALVE REGINA 

INDTN15MM5707 – YONA  

INDTN15MM4569 - NOVA 
 

 

 
2. INITIAL SIGHTING DETAILS (from Initial Target Sighting Form) 

Date and time of first sighting 27/03/2022 – 05:10 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM) 
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Sighted by: (insert name) OOW Radar X Visual  

Position of target 06°10.6’S 71°29.5’E 

Course  

Speed  

Range 8.8nm 

Bearing 112° 

Comments: 

 

Fisheries Pennant and Sierra 

Quebec 3 Raised  
27/03/2022 08:50 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM) 

Vessel called on VHF CH16 and 

MF 2182.0 
27/03/2022 08:53 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM) 

Target requested to stop and 

prepare for boarding 
27/03/2022 08:57 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM) 

Response to request for 

boarding 

Unidentified respondent among the 5 vessel group  responded and whole 

group came to a stop, allowing each to be inspected in turn. 
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3. LAUNCHING OF RHIB 
Time RHIB launched 27/03/2022 09:01 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM) 

RHIB Crew (names) Stephen Tredigo, Michael Dalton, x1 RM 

Comments on the approach to the FV: 

 

Photographic Evidence 

Collected (See Annex 1). 

 

Port 3 

Starboard 3 

Stern 2 

Fishing gear 2 

Other 6 GIS, ECDIS, BPV logbook, sighting sheet. 

 
4. BOARDING DETAILS 

Date and time vessel boarded 27/03/2022 10:02 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM) 

Position vessel boarded 6° 6.751'S   71° 34.809'E 

BPV crew assisting Stephen Tredigo, Michael Dalton, x1 RM 

Language spoken English 

Language Cards used Y/N N Numbers used N 

 
5. CREW DETAILS 

Captain’s name unk 

Captain’s nationality unk 

Captain’s address unk 

Captain’s D.o.B unk (DD/MM/YY) 

Number of crew (inc. Captain) 16 as told by crew and counted. (12 on reg. cert.) 

Nationality of Crew Assumed Indian 

Are any crew under 18 (Y/N), if ‘Y’ provide details below unk 

 

 

 

Do any crew have health issues (Y/N), if ‘Y’ provide details below. unk 

Health issue details: 

 

Photographic Evidence Collected 

(See Annex 1). 

Captain ID  

Other crew ID  

Other General crew photos 

 
 



INSPECTION REPORT – INDTN15MM4569 NOVA 27/03/2022 
 

4 
 

6. VESSEL DOCUMENTS and REGISTRATION 
Vessel Name NOVA 

International Callsign unk 

Flag State India 

Authorisation to Fish/Fishing Licence No.   

Valid from / to (dd/mm/yyyy)  

Port of Registration Colachel in Kanyakumari district. 

Registration Number IND-TN-15-MM-4569 

FV owner name and details (as per licence) Baiju S/O Alby 

Fishing logbook No. No logbook provided despite request. 

Issuing Authority  

Date of last entry (dd/mm/yyyy)  

Position of last entry    

Boat Departure Form/Port Exit Documents (Y/N): if Y 

provide details of port and date of departure. 

N 

Insurance documentation (Y/N) N 

Names and addresses of 

owners 

1-25C, Convent Vilgam, Eraviputhenthurai 

Aadhaar (UID): 881408405096 

Overall length (ft/m) 18.1m Engine Power (KW/hp)  122hp 

Other paperwork:  

Photographic Evidence Collected (See Annex 1). 

 

Licence  

Logbook  

Boat Departure/Exit  

Other Cert. of Reg. of a Fishing 

Boat. 
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7. INTERVIEW WITH CAPTAIN 
Time of interview  (HH:MM) 

Travelling to or from fishing grounds?  

Port and date of departure  

Total amount of fish onboard (t)  

If fish onboard where caught?  

If fish onboard when caught?  

If fish onboard how caught?  

Destination  

Next port of call  

ETA  (DD/MM/YY) 

Comments: 

No interview with Captain 

 

 
8. VESSEL INSPECTION 

Fishing gear type  

Comments 

Likely mainly using handlines. One in use during inspection. Gillnet hauler was dismounted. All dan-buoys and 

floats seemed present and correct on board. Nets stowed forward of wheelhouse. 

 

 

Catch onboard (estimated/reported t) unk 

IOTC species onboard (Y/N) unk Endangered species onboard (Y/N) unk 

Description of catch 

 

unk 

Comments 

No catch observed on board 

 

 

Photographic Evidence Collected (See Annex 1). Gear 3 

Catch  

Hold  

Other 15 
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9. BIOT ORDINANCE NON-COMPLIANCE (use comments to expand where necessary) 

Ordinance Section Yes/No 
Non-Compliant 

(X) 
Section 5 (1(c)). Are there any sea cucumbers or molluscs on 

board? 

unk  

Section 6 (1(a)). Is the vessel fishing using prohibited fishing gear? Yes (hand lines) X 

Section 6 (2). Is the vessel in possession of prohibited fishing gear? Yes (all gear is 

prohibited) 
X 

Section 7 (1). Is the vessel fishing without a license? Yes (non are being 

issued and they 

volunteered they were 

fishing) 

X 

Section 9 (1). Is all fishing gear stowed and not readily available for 

use for fishing? 
NO (Heavy gear was 

stowed. BUT a hand 

line was in use) 

X 

Section 16. Has the Fisheries Protection Officer been obstructed in 

his/her duties by person(s) on the vessel or has that person(s) 

refused or neglected to comply with any order, direction or 

requirement given by a Fisheries Protection officer? 

No. (Generally 

cooperative, but could / 

would not provide 

logbook.) 

 

Other: 
 

  

Comments 

 

 

 

 
10. IOTC CMM NON-COMPLIANCE (use comments to expand where necessary) 
Note: AFV (Authorised Fishing Vessel-licenced to operate in the IOTC area of competence) 

IOTC Resolution Yes/No 
Non-Compliant 

(X) 
19/04 2. Is the vessel authorised to fish in the IOTC area of 

competence? 
No X 

19/04 11. c) For AFVs, are valid certificates of vessel registration and 

valid authorisation to fish/tranship present on board? 
No (Sec 9 of its licence says ‘As 

prescribed in the MFR act’) 
X 

19/04 11. d) Is the AFV engaged in or associated with IUU fishing? Yes (The crew volunteered that 

they had been fishing for 5 days) 
X 

19/04 11. e) Is the AFV engaged in or associated with tuna fishing 

activities conducted by vessels not entered into the IOTC Record in 

the IOTC area of competence? 

unk  
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IOTC Resolution Yes/No 
Non-Compliant 

(X) 
19/04 17. a) (i). Does the fishing vessel carry a licence, permit or 

authorisation to fish with terms and conditions attached? 
No X 

19/04 17. a) (ii). Does the vessel carry documents with the vessel 

name? 
Yes  

19/04 17. a) (iii) Does the vessel carry documents of Port of 

Registration and registered number? 
Yes  

19/04 17. a) (iv) Does the vessel carry documents detailing its 

International callsign? 
No X 

19/04 17. a) (v) Does the vessel carry documents with names and 

addresses of owner(s) or charterer? 
Yes  

19/04 17. a) (vi) Does the vessel carry documents detailing overall 

length? 
Yes  

19/04 17. a) (vii) Does the vessel carry documents detailing engine 

power, in KW/horsepower? 
Yes  

19/04 18. Is the vessel readily identified with markings indicating 

vessel name and/or callsign? (see FOA Standard Specification for 

the Marking and Identification of Fishing vessels). 

Yes  

19/04 19. b) Are marker buoys and similar floats marked with the 

letter(s) and/or number(s) of the vessel (e.g. name or callsign)? 

Unk (could not board or get 

close enough to examine) 
 

19/04 20. Does the vessel keep a bound fishing national logbook with 

consecutively numbered pages on board? 
No (could not provide one 

despite requests) 
X 

15/01 3. Does the logbook record data that meets the minimum 

requirement for data and information set out in Annex I, II and III. 
  

15/03 1: Does the vessel have VMS on board? unk  

15/03 7. and 9. (see Annex 1) Is the VMS fully operational? unk  

15/03 8. and 9. (see Annex 1) Is the VMS tamper resistant (not 

capable of being over-ridden – see 15/03 Paras 8 a) and b)) 

unk  

15/03 9. Is the VMS not working due to technical failure? unk  

17/07 4. Does the vessel have large-scale driftnets on board 

(>2.5km)? (12/12 binding on Pakistan) 

unk  

12/04 8. a) Does the vessel have line cutters and turtle de-hookers 

on board 

unk  

19/03 3. Has the vessel retained onboard, transhipped, landed or 

stored any part or whole carcass of mobulid rays (Manta and devil 

rays)? 

unk  
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IOTC Resolution Yes/No 
Non-Compliant 

(X) 
18/02 2. Has the vessel recorded catches of blue shark in 

accordance with Resolution 15/01? 
unk  

18/05 7. Has the vessel recorded catches of Striped Marlin, Black 

Marlin, Blue Marlin and Sailfish in accordance with Resolution 15/01? 
unk  

17/05 2. and 3 a) For sharks fresh (on ice) has the vessel retained all 

parts of the shark except heads, guts and skins, with the exception 

of species prohibited by IOTC? 

unk  

17/05 2 and 3 b) For sharks frozen, has the vessel retained for all 

sharks, fins amounting to >5% of the weight of sharks on board? 
unk  

17/05 5. Have shark fins been removed from the carcass? unk  

12/09 2. Are there any parts or whole carcass of thresher sharks on 

board? 
unk  

19/04 11. b) Does the AFV comply with all relevant IOTC CMMs? No X 

Comments   19/04 2. – no evidence of authorization could be provided to the SFPO. 

 

 

 

 
 
11. SFPO ACTIONS TAKEN 

Vessel and Master detained and escorted to DG  

FPN issued and catch and gear seized  

IOTC Reporting Form to be completed X 

Master given verbal warning and released X 

No further action, vessel released  

Comments: 

 

 

 
12. DISEMBARKATION and RECOVERY 

Time FV disembarked 10:17 (HH:MM) 

Time RHIB recovered to the BPV 10:48 (HH:MM) 

Comments: 
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13. VESSEL RECORDS and HISTORY 

Vessel on IOTC register (Y/N) N IOTC number  

Date authorised from  Date authorised to  

Vessel currently authorised to fish in IOTC area of competence (Y/N)  

Version of IOTC database referenced:  

Vessel previously boarded (Y/N) Y Inspection report ID RD019 (14/02/2022) 

Master previously boarded (Y/N)  Inspection report ID  

Owner previously boarded (Y/N)  Inspection report ID  

Crew previously boarded (Y/N)  Inspection report ID  

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
[NAME]……Caradoc Jones…..   [DATE]………03/04/2022……………. 
 
BIOT Senior Fisheries Protection Officer       
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ANNEX 1: PHOTOGRAPH LOG 

Stage of Boarding / Inspection Type of Photograph Number of 
photos 

Prior to Boarding 

Portside  
Starboard side  
Vessel name and identification  
Bow  
Stern  
Evidence of fishing  
FV with BPV  
Other  

Wheel house 

Radar  
GPS  
SFPO GPS  
Radio equipment  
VMS  
Plotter  

Documents 

License  
Logbook  
Boat departure form  
Insurance  
Other documents  

Crew identification 

Captain photos  
Crew member photo  
Captain identification  
Crew identification  

Fishing activity 

Fishing 
equipment 

Nets  
Longline  
Wire trace  
Hand line  
Harpoon  
Pots / traps / cages  
Marker buoys  
Fishing equipment in water  
Other  

Evidence of 
fishing 

Blood on deck  
Catch in water  
Catch released alive  
Hauling  
Position Gear (start)  
Position Gear (end)  

Holds and catch 
storage 

Hold lid on  
Hold lid off  
Catch in hold  
Bridge deckhead  
Catch on deck  
Security seals  

Other (list)   
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IOTC Resolutions References: 
 
Resolution 15/01 On the recording of catch and effort data by fishing vessels in the IOTC area of competence. 
 
See………  
 
Annex I  Record once per trip (unless gear configuration changes) 
 
Annex II Record once per set/shot/operation  
 
Annex III Specifications for handline and trolling 
 
Resolution 15/03 On the vessel monitoring system (VMS) programme. 
 
See Paras 8 a) and 8 b) 
 
8. Each CPC as a Flag State shall ensure that the vessel monitoring device(s) on board its vessels are 

tamper resistant, that is, are of a type and configuration that prevent the input or output of false 
positions, and that they are not capable of being over-ridden, whether manually, electronically or 
otherwise. To this end, the on-board satellite monitoring device must: 

 
a) be located within a sealed unit; and 

 
b) be protected by official seals (or mechanisms) of a type that will indicate whether the unit has been 

accessed or tampered with. 
 

See Annex I  Responsibilities concerning the satellite-tracking devices and requirements in case of technical 
failure or non-functioning of the satellite-tracking devices. 



Photographic_Evidence_INDTN15MM4569_NOVA_27_03_2022 

 
 

 
[Fig.1] Position of Nova at boarding and x4 other 
FVs that were in the vicinity – NE of the Three 
Brother 

 

 
[Fig.4] Target sighting 3. 

 

 
[Fig 2] BPV Logbook 
 

 
[Fig.5] Initial sighting of targets W of Three Brothers 
at 03:40 hrs. 

 

 
[Fig.6].Targets having moved NE of Three Brothers by 
09:15 hours. 
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[Fig.7] 09:43 hrs the NS232 workboat intercepting 
targets. 

 
[Fig.8] 10:14 Fishing vessels moving off to NE as 
instructed. 

 

 
 [Fig.9]  Starboard. Nets stowed? On foredeck. 

 

 
[Fig.10] Handline in use at stern 

 

   
[Fig.11] Detail – baited handline 

 

    
[Fig.12] Bow + see handlines on frame. 
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[Fig.13] Port side 

    
[Fig.14]Port: ID many floats and dan-buoys stowed on 
roof 

 

 
[Fig.15] Port side, fore deck and x16 crew(12 on cert) 

 

    
[Fig.16] 

 

 
[Fig. 17] Certificate of Registry of a Fishing Boat p1 

 

 
[Fig. 18] Certificate of Registry of a Fishing Boat p2 

 



British Indian Ocean Territory Administration 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

London SW1A 2AH 

Dr Chris O’Brien      25 February 2022 
Executive Secretary  
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission 
Mahe   
Seychelles  
cc. Ms Anne-France Mattlet, Chair of the Compliance Committee; Dr Indra Jaya Vice Chair CoC

Mr IA Siddique; Dr P. Pandian; Mr J. Balaji, Ministry of Fisheries, Government of India

Dear Dr O’Brien,  

Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out IUU fishing in the IOTC 
Area of Competence:  Indian Flagged Vessel IND.TN.15.MM.5707 (YONA) 

As required in paragraphs 5 and 6 of Resolution 18/03 please find attached a completed IOTC Reporting 
form for Illegal Activity and accompanying evidence supporting IUU fishing presumed contrary to Indian 
fisheries law and to IOTC Conservation Management Measures for the Indian flagged vessel 
IND.TN.15.MM.5707 (YONA). This vessel was reported to Indian Authorities.  

The attached evidence shows that: 

• The vessel was not on the current IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels; we have requested
clarification of the authorisation for this vessel to fish beyond the Indian EEZ;

• The longline vessel was fishing illegally without IOTC authorisation in the IOTC Area of
Competence (West of BIOT) – it was inspected on 14 February 2022.

• There was no evidence of illegal fishing in BIOT waters; the vessel had not submitted a Transit
Report

• Due to the current situation with Coronavirus the vessel was not boarded and the BIOT Authorities
were unable to conduct a full investigation of the vessel’s activity; India was requested to investigate
the activities of the vessel.

• At the time of writing no response from India has been received regarding the actions it intends
to take

We submit this vessel to IOTC Compliance Committee with recommendation b) ‘Notification of illegal 
activity to IOTC Secretariat. Recommend notification of activity to flag State.’. This recommendation is 
made noting the following context: 

• The vessel was inspected only 14 days prior to submission of vessels for consideration on the draft
IUU vessels List and this may be insufficient time for the case to be concluded by the Indian
Authorities by the time of the Compliance Committee in 2022.

• We have requested an investigation into the activities of this vessel and an indication of any action
that the Indian Authorities plan to implement. We request that India makes these details available to
the Compliance Committee in 2022. We anticipate that this vessel will remain detained until the
case is concluded if it did not possess the appropriate authorisation to fish beyond the Indian EEZ.

• Noting
o that this longline vessel was fishing in the IOTC Area without IOTC Authorisation,

Attachment 6



 

o that Resolution 18/03 Paragraph 5 enables vessels engaged in IUU fishing activities within 
a 24-month period prior to the meeting of the Compliance Committee to be reported,  

CPCs / the Compliance Committee should consider whether to present this vessel for inclusion on 
the draft IUU vessels list in 2023 if India has not demonstrated that effective action has been taken, 
including prosecution and imposition of sanctions of adequate severity (Resolution 18/03 para 14d). 

I would be grateful if you could circulate this material for the information and consideration of the 
Compliance Committee and that the details are discussed during the annual meeting of the Compliance 
Committee to make appropriate recommendations on reporting by the flag State intersessionally.  

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 

        Dr C.C. Mees 
UK Delegation to IOTC 
Enclosed: IOTC Reporting form for Illegal Activity, IND.TN.15.MM.5707 (YONA) 
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ANNEX I 

IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 
 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity recorded by UK(OT) in British 
Indian Ocean Territory. 

A. Details of Vessel 

(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below) 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if any) YONA 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) India 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel List (if 
applicable) 

N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available IND.TN.15.MM.5707 

e Photo Yes, see Appendix I 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) UNK 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any) UNK 

h Operator (previous Operator/s, if any)
 and Master/Fishing Master 

UNK 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities 14/02/2022 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities -05°06.01’S, 071°53.05’E 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section B for 
more detail) 

Fishing in IOTC Area without authorisation 

l Summary of any actions known to have been taken 
in respect of the alleged IUU fishing activities 

F/V Master given a verbal warning on BIOT 
fisheries law and instructed to leave BIOT 

waters. 

m Outcome of actions taken The vessel was observed heading North 
before the BPV altered course East and 
resumed patrol to the Salomon Islands. 
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B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened 

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide relevant details 
including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in an attachment if necessary.) 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or by IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures: 

 

Item Definition Indicate 

a. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is 
neither registered on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels in accordance with Resolution 15/04 
[superseded by Resolution 19/04], nor recorded in the 
Active list of vessels; or 

X 

b. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when 
its flag State is without quota, catch limit, or effort 
allocation under IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures where applicable; or 

 

c. failed to record or report its catches in accordance 
with IOTC Conservation and Management Measures 
or has made false reports; or 

 

d. taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of 
IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

e. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during 
closed fishing periods or in closed areas in 
contravention of IOTC Conservation and 
Management Measures; or 

 

f. used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

g. transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint 
operations with, support or re-supply vessels that are 
not included on the IOTC Record of Authorised 
Vessels or not on the Record of Vessels Authorised to 
receive transhipments at-sea in the IOTC Area or 

 

h. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
waters that are under the national jurisdiction of a 
coastal State without the permission or authorisation 
of that State or in contravention of the laws and 
regulations of that State (without prejudice to the 
sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 
enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

 

i. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst 
being without nationality; or 

 

j. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having 
intentionally falsified or concealed its markings, 
identity or registration; or 

 

k. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 
contravention of any other binding IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures; 

X 
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C. Associated Documents 

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, photographs) 

 
Appendix I – Photographs. 
Appendix II – Inspection Report  
Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 

 

D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action 
is recommended. 

 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. 
Recommend notification of activity to flag State. 

X 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  
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Appendix I – Photographs 

 
[Fig.1] Initial position of radar targets and BPV when 
targets fixed ~10nm North of Peros Banhos on BPV 
ECDIS (14/02/22 09:30). 

 
[Fig.2] Position of BPV and FV targets (two) when 
WB232 with SFPO approaching for interception 
(14/02/22 10:05). 

 
[Fig.3] Position of BPV and FV targets when SFPO 
onboard WB232 intercepted Indian FVs ‘NOVA’ and 
‘YONA’ ~10nm North of Peros Banhos atoll 
(14/02/22 10:12). 

 
[Fig.4] Position and time FVs ‘NOVA’ and ‘YONA’ 
intercepted by SFPO onboard WB232; 
-05°04.54’S, 071°55.51’E (14/02/22 10:16). 

 
[Fig.5] FV ‘YONA’ intercepted by SFPO onboard 
WB232 – Portside (14/02/22 10:24). 

 
[Fig.6] FV ‘YONA’ intercepted by SFPO onboard 
WB232 - Bow (14/02/22 10:26). 
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[Fig.7] FV ‘YONA’ intercepted by SFPO onboard 
WB232 - Starboard (14/02/22 10:26). 

 
[Fig.8] FV ‘YONA’ intercepted by SFPO onboard 
WB232 - Stern (14/02/22 10:27). 

 
[Fig.9] Vessel name ‘YONA’ marked on FV bow 
(14/02/22 10:26). 

 
[Fig.10] Vessel registration ‘IND.TN.15.MM.5707’ 
marked on FV wheelhouse (14/02/22 10:27). 

 
[Fig.11] Position of BPV and WB212 (showing on 
AIS) when SFPO completed inspection of FVs 
‘NOVA’ and ‘YONA’ (14/02/22 10:28). 

 
[Fig.12] FVs ‘NOVA’ and ‘YONA’ observed heading 
North towards the Northern BIOT Boundary as BPV 
resumed patrol SE (14/02/22 10:50). 
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Appendix II – Inspection Report 

 
  



3 
 

 

 

 
  



3 
 

 

 

 
  



3 
 

 

 

 
  



3 
 

 

 

 
  



3 
 

 

 

 
  



3 
 

 

 

 
  



3 
 

 

 

 
  



3 
 

 

 

 
 
Rhys Diplock 
BIOT Senior Fisheries Protection Officer 
14/02/2021 
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Appendix III – Notification of Investigation and Request for Cooperation 

 
 



British Indian Ocean Territory Administration 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

London SW1A 2AH 
 

 
 
Dr Chris O’Brien                         12 April 2022 
Executive Secretary  
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission  
Mahe   
Seychelles  
cc.  Ms Anne-France Mattlet, Chair of the Compliance Committee; Dr Indra Jaya Vice Chair CoC 

Mr IA Siddique; Dr P. Pandian; Mr J. Balaji, Ministry of Fisheries, Government of India 
 
 

Dear Dr O’Brien,   

Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out IUU fishing in 
the IOTC Area of Competence:  Indian Flagged Vessel IND.TN.15.MM.5707 (YONA) 

Further to our submission on 25th February 2022 of the above referenced vessel with 
recommendation b) ‘Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. Recommend notification 
of activity to flag State.’, and pursuant to paragraph 12 of Resolution 18/03 we submit additional 
information regarding this vessel. We attach a letter to the Indian Authorities dated 4 April 2022 and 
a vessel Inspection Report from 27 March 2022. At the time of writing no response has been received 
from India. 

India responded to our communication to the Secretariat dated 25 February 2022 by email on 
08/03/22 indicating that ‘the matter is being investigated by the concerned authorities and further 
information shall be shared at the earliest’. However, the attachment shows that the same vessel, 
IND.TN.15.MM.5707 (YONA) was inspected a second time in BIOT waters on 27 March 2022.  

• The vessel is not on the IOTC authorised fishing vessel list 
• The vessel had not yet been detained by the Indian Authorities. 
• The Master of the vessel admitted to illegally fishing in BIOT waters 
• The vessel was fishing as part of a group of 5 vessels representing coordinated IUU. 

I would be grateful if you could circulate this material for the information and consideration of the 
Compliance Committee.  

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 

       Dr C.C. Mees 
       UK Delegation to IOTC  
       Enclosed: Letter to India dated 4 April 2022; vessel Inspection Report dated 27 March 2022 
 



British Indian Ocean Territory Administration 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

London SW1A 2AH 
 

Mr I.A. Siddiqui         4 April 2022 
Fisheries Development Commissioner (i/c) 
 
Cc: Dr.P.Paul Pandian           
Fisheries Development Commissioner, Government of India 
 
Mr. J. Balaji 
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying 
 
E-Mail: ia.siddiqui@gov.in;  jsfy@nic.in; pl_pndn@yahoo.com  
 
Dear Mr Siddiqui, 
 

Notification of vessel inspection of the Indian flagged multipurpose vessel IND.TN.15.MM.5707 (YONA) 
in BIOT waters and request for an investigation into its activities. 
 

On 27 March 2022 the Senior Fisheries Protection Officer inspected the above referenced vessel on suspicion 
of illegal fishing activity Bank in BIOT waters. The same vessel was reported to you on 16 February 2022 and 
by email (Dr Pandian, 8/2/22) you indicated ‘the matter is being investigated by the concerned authorities and 
further information shall be shared at the earliest’ – unfortunately it appears that this vessel has neither been 
recalled to port nor detained. An Inspection Report for the vessel is attached. 
 

• The vessel was not on the IOTC Authorised Fishing Vessel list 
• The vessel had not submitted a transit report through BIOT waters 
• The vessel had its gear deployed (net-hauler) and not correctly stowed 
• The Master indicated he had been fishing for the past 5 days in BIOT waters 
• The vessel was fishing as part of a coordinated (IUU) group of 5 vessels 
• Due to the current situation with Coronavirus neither vessel was boarded and we were therefore unable 

to conduct a full investigation of the vessels’ activities 
 
We would be grateful if you could investigate the activities of this vessel regarding any fishing outside Indian 
waters and if VMS is present confirm any activity within BIOT waters. Following your investigation, we would 
also be grateful for an early indication of whether you plan to request that the Indian authorities deal with this 
vessel if it is confirmed to be in violation of the fisheries regulations of India. 
 
This vessel was notified to the IOTC Secretariat on 25 February 2022 and we shall be providing an update 
including these details and any feedback that you are able to share with us. 
 
If you have any questions or require assistance, please do not hesitate to contact myself (c.mees@mrag.co.uk) 
or John Pearce (j.pearce@mrag.co.uk). We look forward to your continued cooperation in combatting IUU.  
 
Yours Sincerely 
 

       
Dr C.C. Mees        Christopher (Kit) Pyman 
  
UK Delegate to IOTC       BIOT Administrator 
Attachment: Inspection Report for IND.TN.15.MM.5707 (YONA) 

mailto:ia.siddiqui@gov.in
mailto:ia.siddiqui@gov.in
mailto:jsfy@nic.in
mailto:jsfy@nic.in
mailto:pl_pndn@yahoo.com
mailto:pl_pndn@yahoo.com
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1. SUMMARY 
Date of boarding 27/03/2022 

Patrol type and number FIPA 119 

Vessel name Yona 

Vessel type Gill Netter 

Vessel flag and port of reg. Indian, Colachel (as per fishing licence) 

Vessel Registration No. IND-TN-15-MM-5707 

IOTC# (if registered)  

Vessel Captain’s name Fishing Licence issued to John Britto S/O Ronimus  

(either captain or owner) 

SFPO John Caradoc Jones 

BPV crew assisting Stephen Tredigo, Michael Dalton 

Action Taken: 

Overnight passage N up outside of GCB to Eagle Island. Numerous fishing vessels spotted overnight around 

Three Brothers and still apparent at first light. The Chief Scientific Advisor kindly reversed his plan for the day 

so he would visit Middle Brother first. This allowed us to intercept x5 Indian fishing vessels during the morning. 

All were inspected from alongside, identified, photographed and questioned. They had been fishing in the area 

for between two and eight days. They were given both written and verbal instructions: - No Fishing for 200 

miles, leave area now / go to India, switch on AIS for three days. All agreed to the instructions and proceeded 

to leave the area. No major gear deployments were apparent at the time of inspection though we did recover a 

typical array of floats with tangled attached lines as we returned to the BPV. A small number of hand lines were 

observed on some of the vessels. No fish were observed or recorded on the decks of any of the vessels. They 

were identified as: 

 

INDTN15MM4783 - LIVING GOD 

INDTN15MM4594 - ALFA 

INDTN15MM5176 - SALVE REGINA 

INDTN15MM5707 – YONA  

INDTN15MM4569 - NOVA 

 

Yona: No direct evidence of fish or fishing except that the crew volunteered that they had been for five days. 

Missing floats and only small number of Dan buoys on roof indicative they may have been deployed. Net hauler 

was mounted, not stowed away.  

 

 

 
2. INITIAL SIGHTING DETAILS (from Initial Target Sighting Form) 
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Date and time of first sighting 27/03/2022 – 05:10 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM) 

Sighted by: (insert name) OOW Radar X Visual  

Position of target 06°10.6’S 71°29.5’E 

Course  

Speed  

Range 8.8nm 

Bearing 112° 

Comments: 

 

Fisheries Pennant and Sierra 

Quebec 3 Raised  
27/03/2022 08:50 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM) 

Vessel called on VHF CH16 and 

MF 2182.0 
27/03/2022 08:53 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM) 

Target requested to stop and 

prepare for boarding 
27/03/2022 08:57 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM) 

Response to request for 

boarding 

Unidentified respondent among the 5 vessel group  responded and whole 

group came to a stop, allowing each to be inspected in turn. 
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3. LAUNCHING OF RHIB 
Time RHIB launched 27/03/2022 09:01 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM) 

RHIB Crew (names) Stephen Tredigo, Michael Dalton, x1 RM 

Comments on the approach to the FV: 

 

Photographic Evidence 

Collected (See Annex 1). 

 

Port 9 

Starboard 6 

Stern 1 

Fishing gear 3 

Other 8 (licence, ECDIS, GIS, detection) 

 
4. BOARDING DETAILS 

Date and time vessel boarded 27/03/2022 09:26 (DD/MM/YY HH:MM) 

Position vessel boarded 6° 6.751'S   71° 34.809'E 

BPV crew assisting Stephen Tredigo, Michael Dalton 

Language spoken English 

Language Cards used Y/N No Numbers used No 

 
5. CREW DETAILS 

Captain’s name unk 

Captain’s nationality Unk assumed Indian 

Captain’s address unk 

Captain’s D.o.B unk (DD/MM/YY) 

Number of crew (inc. Captain) 12 

Nationality of Crew Unk assumed Indian 

Are any crew under 18 (Y/N), if ‘Y’ provide details below  

No 

 

 

Do any crew have health issues (Y/N), if ‘Y’ provide details below.  

Health issue details: 

 

Photographic Evidence Collected 

(See Annex 1). 

Captain ID  

Other crew ID  

Other  
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6. VESSEL DOCUMENTS and REGISTRATION 
Vessel Name Yona 

International Callsign  

Flag State India 

Authorisation to Fish/Fishing Licence No. TN-L160158/21 & 01/02/2021  

Valid from / to (dd/mm/yyyy) 11/04/2020 to 10/04/2023 

Port of Registration Colachel 

Registration Number IND-TN-15-MM-5707 

FV owner name and details (as per licence) John Britto S/O Ronimus 

Fishing logbook No.  

Issuing Authority  

Date of last entry (dd/mm/yyyy)  

Position of last entry    

Boat Departure Form/Port Exit Documents (Y/N): if Y 

provide details of port and date of departure. 

N 

Insurance documentation (Y/N) N 

Names and addresses of 

owners 

1/2/204, Elanthavilagam, ERA Viputhenthurai. 

Overall length (ft/m) 19.5m Engine Power (KW/hp)  122hp 

Other paperwork:  

Photographic Evidence Collected (See Annex 1). 

 

Licence 1 

Logbook  

Boat Departure/Exit  

Other  
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7. INTERVIEW WITH CAPTAIN 
Time of interview  (HH:MM) 

Travelling to or from fishing grounds?  

Port and date of departure  

Total amount of fish onboard (t)  

If fish onboard where caught?  

If fish onboard when caught?  

If fish onboard how caught?  

Destination  

Next port of call  

ETA  (DD/MM/YY) 

Comments: 

In this case unusually, the captain was not specifically identified. In conversation the crew said they had been 

fishing here for five days. 

 

 
8. VESSEL INSPECTION 

Fishing gear type Gill Netter 

Comments 

The usual large number of floats and dan-buoys stowed on the wheelhouse roof were absent, indicating they 

may have been deployed. One unattributable set of gear was found nearby. The gill-nett hauling winch was 

mounted in position for hauling rather than being dis-mounted and stowed. 

 

 

Catch onboard (estimated/reported t) unk 

IOTC species onboard (Y/N) unk Endangered species onboard (Y/N) unk 

Description of catch 

 

 

Comments 

 

 

 

Photographic Evidence Collected (See Annex 1). Gear 4 

Catch  

Hold  

Other  
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9. BIOT ORDINANCE NON-COMPLIANCE (use comments to expand where necessary) 

Ordinance Section Yes/No 
Non-Compliant 

(X) 
Section 5 (1(c)). Are there any sea cucumbers or molluscs on 

board? 

unk  

Section 6 (1(a)). Is the vessel fishing using prohibited fishing gear? unk  

Section 6 (2). Is the vessel in possession of prohibited fishing gear? Yes  
(Is not all gear prohibited in 

the terms of BIOT 

legislation as it now 

stands?) 

 

X 

Section 7 (1). Is the vessel fishing without a license? unk  

Section 9 (1). Is all fishing gear stowed and not readily available for 

use for fishing? 

No X 

Section 16. Has the Fisheries Protection Officer been obstructed in 

his/her duties by person(s) on the vessel or has that person(s) 

refused or neglected to comply with any order, direction or 

requirement given by a Fisheries Protection officer? 

No  

Other: 
 

  

Comments 

Missing floats and only small number of dan buoys on roof indicative they may have been deployed. Net 

hauler was mounted, not stowed away.  

 

 

 
10. IOTC CMM NON-COMPLIANCE (use comments to expand where necessary) 
Note: AFV (Authorised Fishing Vessel-licenced to operate in the IOTC area of competence) 

IOTC Resolution Yes/No 
Non-Compliant 

(X) 
19/04 2. Is the vessel authorised to fish in the IOTC area of 

competence? 
No X 

19/04 11. c) For AFVs, are valid certificates of vessel registration and 

valid authorisation to fish/tranship present on board? 
No (Sec 9 of its licence says ‘As 

prescribed in the MFR act’) 
X 

19/04 11. d) Is the AFV engaged in or associated with IUU fishing? Yes (The crew volunteered that 

they had been fishing for 5 days) 
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IOTC Resolution Yes/No 
Non-Compliant 

(X) 
19/04 11. e) Is the AFV engaged in or associated with tuna fishing 

activities conducted by vessels not entered into the IOTC Record in 

the IOTC area of competence? 

unk  

19/04 17. a) (i). Does the fishing vessel carry a licence, permit or 

authorisation to fish with terms and conditions attached? 
Yes (but not valid for here by 

IOTC CMMs) 
 

19/04 17. a) (ii). Does the vessel carry documents with the vessel 

name? 
Yes  

19/04 17. a) (iii) Does the vessel carry documents of Port of 

Registration and registered number? 
Yes  

19/04 17. a) (iv) Does the vessel carry documents detailing its 

International callsign? 
No X 

19/04 17. a) (v) Does the vessel carry documents with names and 

addresses of owner(s) or charterer? 
Yes  

19/04 17. a) (vi) Does the vessel carry documents detailing overall 

length? 
Yes  

19/04 17. a) (vii) Does the vessel carry documents detailing engine 

power, in KW/horsepower? 
Yes  

19/04 18. Is the vessel readily identified with markings indicating 

vessel name and/or callsign? (see FOA Standard Specification for 

the Marking and Identification of Fishing vessels). 

Yes  

19/04 19. b) Are marker buoys and similar floats marked with the 

letter(s) and/or number(s) of the vessel (e.g. name or callsign)? 

Unk (could not board or get 

close enough to examine) 
 

19/04 20. Does the vessel keep a bound fishing national logbook with 

consecutively numbered pages on board? 
No (could not provide one 

despite requests) 
X 

15/01 3. Does the logbook record data that meets the minimum 

requirement for data and information set out in Annex I, II and III. 
  

15/03 1: Does the vessel have VMS on board? unk  

15/03 7. and 9. (see Annex 1) Is the VMS fully operational? unk  

15/03 8. and 9. (see Annex 1) Is the VMS tamper resistant (not 

capable of being over-ridden – see 15/03 Paras 8 a) and b)) 

unk  

15/03 9. Is the VMS not working due to technical failure? unk  

17/07 4. Does the vessel have large-scale driftnets on board 

(>2.5km)? (12/12 binding on Pakistan) 

unk  

12/04 8. a) Does the vessel have line cutters and turtle de-hookers 

on board 

unk  
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IOTC Resolution Yes/No 
Non-Compliant 

(X) 
19/03 3. Has the vessel retained onboard, transhipped, landed or 

stored any part or whole carcass of mobulid rays (Manta and devil 

rays)? 

unk  

18/02 2. Has the vessel recorded catches of blue shark in 

accordance with Resolution 15/01? 
unk  

18/05 7. Has the vessel recorded catches of Striped Marlin, Black 

Marlin, Blue Marlin and Sailfish in accordance with Resolution 15/01? 
unk  

17/05 2. and 3 a) For sharks fresh (on ice) has the vessel retained all 

parts of the shark except heads, guts and skins, with the exception 

of species prohibited by IOTC? 

unk  

17/05 2 and 3 b) For sharks frozen, has the vessel retained for all 

sharks, fins amounting to >5% of the weight of sharks on board? 
unk  

17/05 5. Have shark fins been removed from the carcass? unk  

12/09 2. Are there any parts or whole carcass of thresher sharks on 

board? 
unk  

19/04 11. b) Does the AFV comply with all relevant IOTC CMMs? No X 

Comments    19/04 2. – no evidence of authorization could be provided to the SFPO. 

 

 

 

 
 
11. SFPO ACTIONS TAKEN 

Vessel and Master detained and escorted to DG  

FPN issued and catch and gear seized  

IOTC Reporting Form to be completed X 

Master given verbal warning and released X 

No further action, vessel released  

Comments: 

 

 

 
12. DISEMBARKATION and RECOVERY 

Time FV disembarked 10:02 (HH:MM) 

Time RHIB recovered to the BPV 10:48 (HH:MM) 
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Comments: 

 

 

 
13. VESSEL RECORDS and HISTORY 

Vessel on IOTC register (Y/N) N IOTC number  

Date authorised from  Date authorised to  

Vessel currently authorised to fish in IOTC area of competence (Y/N) N 

Version of IOTC database referenced: On line 

Vessel previously boarded (Y/N) Y Inspection report ID RD020 (22/02/2022) 

Master previously boarded (Y/N)  Inspection report ID  

Owner previously boarded (Y/N)  Inspection report ID  

Crew previously boarded (Y/N)  Inspection report ID  

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
[NAME]…John Caradoc Jones                                                  [DATE]……03/04/2021……. 
 
BIOT Senior Fisheries Protection Officer       
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ANNEX 1: PHOTOGRAPH LOG 

Stage of Boarding / Inspection Type of Photograph Number of 
photos 

Prior to Boarding 

Portside 8 
Starboard side 7 
Vessel name and identification 7 
Bow 4 
Stern 2 
Evidence of fishing  
FV with BPV  
Other 2 Licence 

Wheel house 

Radar  
GPS  
SFPO GPS  
Radio equipment  
VMS  
Plotter  

Documents 

License 2 
Logbook  
Boat departure form  
Insurance  
Other documents  

Crew identification 

Captain photos  
Crew member photo  
Captain identification  
Crew identification 2 

Fishing activity 

Fishing 
equipment 

Nets  
Longline  
Wire trace  
Hand line  
Harpoon  
Pots / traps / cages  
Marker buoys  
Fishing equipment in water  
Other 6 Net hauler 

Evidence of 
fishing 

Blood on deck  
Catch in water  
Catch released alive  
Hauling  
Position Gear (start)  
Position Gear (end)  

Holds and catch 
storage 

Hold lid on  
Hold lid off  
Catch in hold  
Bridge deckhead  
Catch on deck  
Security seals  

Other (list)   
33 pics available in total. 



Inspection_Report_INDTN15MM5707_YONA_27_03_2022 
 

11 
 

IOTC Resolutions References: 
 
Resolution 15/01 On the recording of catch and effort data by fishing vessels in the IOTC area of competence. 
 
See………  
 
Annex I  Record once per trip (unless gear configuration changes) 
 
Annex II Record once per set/shot/operation  
 
Annex III Specifications for handline and trolling 
 
Resolution 15/03 On the vessel monitoring system (VMS) programme. 
 
See Paras 8 a) and 8 b) 
 
8. Each CPC as a Flag State shall ensure that the vessel monitoring device(s) on board its vessels are 

tamper resistant, that is, are of a type and configuration that prevent the input or output of false 
positions, and that they are not capable of being over-ridden, whether manually, electronically or 
otherwise. To this end, the on-board satellite monitoring device must: 

 
a) be located within a sealed unit; and 

 
b) be protected by official seals (or mechanisms) of a type that will indicate whether the unit has been 

accessed or tampered with. 
 

See Annex I  Responsibilities concerning the satellite-tracking devices and requirements in case of technical 
failure or non-functioning of the satellite-tracking devices. 
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[Fig.1] Position of Yona at boarding and x4 other FVs 
that were in the vicinity – NE of the Three Brothers. 

 

 
[Fig.4] Target sighting 3. 

 

 
[Fig 2] BPV Logbook 

 

 
[Fig.5] Initial sighting of targets W of Three Brothers 
at 03:40 hrs. 

 

 
[Fig.6].Targets having moved NE of Three Brothers by 
09:15 hours. 
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[Fig.7] 09:43 hrs the NS232 workboat intercepting 
targets. 

 
[Fig.8] 10:14 Fishing vessels moving off to NE as 
instructed. 

 

 
 [Fig.9] Yona starboard. Very few floats and limited 
number of Dan Buoys aboard. 

 

 
[Fig.10] Yona, IND-TN-MM-5707. Not much fishing 
gear stowed on wheelhouse roof. 

 

 
[Fig.11] Yona: bow detail. 

 

    
[Fig.12] Yona bow. Gill net winch is mounted. 
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[Fig.13] Port bow detail. Only a few dan-buoys on 
board? 

    
[Fig.14]Port side & wheelhouse roof 

 

 
[Fig.15] Stern 

 

    
[Fig.16] ‘Certificate of Licence of a Fishing Boat.’ 

 
33 images available in total if required. 



Paris, 28 February 2022 
Sub-directorate of Fishery Resources 
Fisheries Control Office 

Ref : 017939 

Case handled by 
Ms. Fanny LOISEL 
Tel : 0140819331 
Mail : fannyloisel@agriculture.gouv.fr 

the Director of Marine Fisheries and Aquaculture 
to 

the Secretariat of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) 

SUBJECT: PROVISION OF INFORMATION ON IUU FISHING ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE IOTC AREA BY VESSELS FLAGGED 
TO JAPAN, SRI LANKA AND PANAMA  

Attachments: 
- 4 infringement notices
- 4 Annexes I - IOTC Reporting form for Illegal Activity

In accordance with Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out IUU fishing in the 
IOTC Area of Competence, a CPC shall submit to the IOTC Secretariat any information that one or more vessels has 
engaged in IUU fishing activities within a 24 month period prior to the annual meeting. The French Authorities wish 
to forward to the IOTC Executive Secretary information on offences of IUU fishing in the IOTC Area by vessels flagged 
to Japan, Sri Lanka and Panama in 2021. 

• The Japanese flagged vessel MATSUEI MARU 3 entered the Crozet EEZ (French Southern and Antarctic Lands
- TAAF) on the 1st and 2nd April 2021 but did not give proper notice of entry and did not report the total catch
weight retained on-board.

• The Sri Lankan flagged vessel MANGALA inspected on 24th April was within the Glorieuse's EEZ (TAAF) for six
days but did not give proper notice of entry and did not report the catch retained on-board. At the time of
inspection, the vessel was fishing in a regulated area.

• Following an inspection on 13th December 2021, the inspectors noted that two Panamanian flagged vessels
LEXMAR 009 and HONGDONGFISHERY 12 entered the Juan De Nova EEZ (TAAF) but did not give proper
notice of entry and did not report the catch retained on-board.

The French Authorities enclose herewith for the attention of the IOTC Executive Secretary the Reporting forms for 
Illegal Activity for each suspected vessel as well as the infringement notices and remain available for any further 
information the IOTC Secretariat may need. 

On behalf of the Director 
the Sub-Director of Marine Fisheries 

Stéphane GATTO 

Attachment 7

mailto:fannyloisel@agriculture.gouv.fr


 

 

 

 

IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 

 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, unreported 

and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity recorded by France (OT). 

 

A. Details of Vessel 

(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below) 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if any) MATSUEI MARU n°3 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) Japan 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel  List (if 

applicable) 

N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available 9020792 

e Photo N/A 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) JNQB 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any) SHIMABIRA DAIICHI GYOGYO SEISAN 

KUMIAI 
h Operator (previous Operator/s, if  any) and 

Master/Fishing Master 

SHIMABIRA DAIICHI GYOGYO SEISAN 

KUMIAI 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities 1st & 2nd April 2021 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities Crozet EEZ – France 

42°52’ S – 48°44’ E 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section B for 

more detail) 

The vessel entered into the French EEZ but did not 

give proper notice of entry and did not report the 

quantity of fish on-board. The vessel was not on an 

innocent transit route, rather on a route used for 

fishing or searching for fish purposes. 

l Summary of any actions known to have  been taken in 

respect of the alleged IUU fishing activities 

Based on the AIS satellite tracking, an offence was 

recorded and an infringement notice was issued 

and submitted to the French judicial authorities. 

m Outcome of actions taken None 

 

  



 

B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened 

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide  relevant details 

including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in an attachment if necessary.) 

 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or  by IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures: 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is 

neither registered on the IOTC Record of Authorised 

Vessels in accordance with Resolution 15/04 

[superseded by Resolution 19/04], nor recorded in the 

Active list of vessels; or 

 

b. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when its 

flag State is without quota, catch limit, or effort 

allocation under IOTC Conservation and Management 

Measures where applicable; or 

 

c. failed to record or report its catches in accordance with 

IOTC Conservation and Management Measures or has 

made false reports; or 

 

d. taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of 

IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; or 
 

e. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during 

closed fishing periods or in closed areas in 

contravention of IOTC Conservation and Management 

Measures; or 

 

f. used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures; or 
 

g. transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint 

operations with, support or re-supply vessels that are 

not included on the IOTC Record of Authorised 

Vessels or not on the Record of Vessels Authorised to 

receive transhipments at-sea in the IOTC Area or 

 

h. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 

waters that are under the national jurisdiction of a 

coastal State without the permission or authorisation of 

that State or in contravention of the laws and 

regulations of that State (without prejudice to the 

sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 

enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

X 

i. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst 

being without nationality; or 
 

j. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having 

intentionally falsified or concealed its markings, 

identity or registration; or 

 

k. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 

contravention of any other binding IOTC Conservation 

and Management Measures; 

 

 

  



 

 

C. Associated Documents 

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, photographs) 

 

The infringement notice is attached to this report, showing in particular the course followed by the fishing vessel 
inside French waters. 

 
D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action 

is recommended. 
 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. 

Recommend notification of activity to flag State. 
X 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  
 



Available only in French.
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From:
Sent: 14 April 2022 06:14
To: IOTC-Secretariat
Cc: IOTC-Compliance;

Subject: (update) NOTIFICATION OF FLAG STATE - JAPAN - RESOLUTION 18/03 ON ESTABLISHING A LIST 
OF VESSELS PRESUMED TO HAVE CARRIED OUT ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED 
FISHING IN THE IOTC AREA OF COMPETENCE

Dear IOTC Secretariat and French colleagues, 

I am writing to inform you of the update on our investigation on MATSUEI Maru No.3 following the 
notification on the 7th March. 

Fisheries Agency of Japan checked VMS information of that vessel and found that the vessel entered 
Crozet EEZ on 1-2 April 2021. 
We will continue our investigation and keep you updated. 

Best regards, 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

International Affairs Division, Fisheries Agency of Japan 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

@maff.go.jp>
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From: IOTC‐Secretariat <IOTC‐Secretariat@fao.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 8, 2022 5:51 PM 

To:  @maff.go.jp>; IOTC‐Secretariat <IOTC‐Secretariat@fao.org> 

Subject: RE: NOTIFICATION OF FLAG STATE ‐ JAPAN ‐ RESOLUTION 18/03 ON ESTABLISHING A LIST OF VESSELS 
PRESUMED TO HAVE CARRIED OUT ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING IN THE IOTC AREA OF 
COMPETENCE 

You will find attached the requested document. 
The French authority is in copy of this message. 
Best regards. 
IOTC Secretariat. 

From
Sent: 08 March 2022 12:29 
To: IOTC‐Secretariat  

Subject: RE: NOTIFICATION OF FLAG STATE ‐ JAPAN ‐ RESOLUTION 18/03 ON ESTABLISHING A LIST OF VESSELS 
PRESUMED TO HAVE CARRIED OUT ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING IN THE IOTC AREA OF 
COMPETENCE 
Dear IOTC Secretariat, 
We acknowledge the receipt of the notification concerning Matsuei Maru No.3. 

It would be appreciated if you would send ‘the infringement notice…showing in particular the course followed by 

the fishing vessel inside French waters’, referred to in section C “Associated Documents”. 
Best regards, 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

International Affairs Division, Fisheries Agency of Japan 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

From: Secretariat <secretariat@iotc.org> On Behalf Of IOTC‐Secretariat 
Sent: Monday, March 7, 2022 9:25 PM 

To: 
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Cc: IOTC‐Compliance <IOTC‐Compliance@fao.org>; IOTC‐Secretariat <IOTC‐Secretariat@fao.org>; 

Subject: NOTIFICATION OF FLAG STATE ‐ JAPAN ‐ RESOLUTION 18/03 ON ESTABLISHING A LIST OF VESSELS 
PRESUMED TO HAVE CARRIED OUT ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING IN THE IOTC AREA OF 
COMPETENCE 
Importance: High 

Dear CPC,  
We are transmitting the attached documents received in accordance with paragraph 5 of RESOLUTION 18/03 ON 
ESTABLISHING A LIST OF VESSELS PRESUMED TO HAVE CARRIED OUT ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED 
FISHING IN THE IOTC AREA OF COMPETENCE, regarding information on illegal activities from Japan flagged vessel 
within the IOTC Area of Competence. 
We would appreciate if you could acknowledge the reception of this email and the attached files.  
Best regards,  
IOTC Secretariat. 



IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity recorded by France OT. 

A Details of Vessel 

(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below) 

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if any) 2 vessels:  

HONGDONGFISHERY 12 

LEXMAR009 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) Panama 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel  List (if 

applicable) 

N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available MMSI 352980844 

MMSI 352980845 

e Photo 
N/A 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) HOA7920 

HOA7921 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any) N/A 

h Operator (previous Operator/s, if  any) and 

Master/Fishing Master 

N/A 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities 13/12/21 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities Juan de Nova EEZ – France 

16°06’ S – 42°01’ E 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section B 

for more detail) 

The vessel entered into the French EEZ but 

did not give proper notice of entry and did not 

report the quantity of fish on-board. 

l Summary of any actions known to have  been taken 

in respect of the alleged IUU fishing activities 

Based on the AIS satellite tracking and 

sighting by a surveillance aircraft, an offence 

was recorded and an infringement notice was 

issued and submitted to the French judicial 

authorities. 

m Outcome of actions taken None 

B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened
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(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide  relevant details 

including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in an attachment if necessary.) 

 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or  by IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures: 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is 

neither registered on the IOTC Record of Authorised 

Vessels in accordance with Resolution 15/04 

[superseded by Resolution 19/04], nor recorded in the 

Active list of vessels; or 

 

b. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when its 

flag State is without quota, catch limit, or effort 

allocation under IOTC Conservation and Management 

Measures where applicable; or 

 

c. failed to record or report its catches in accordance with 

IOTC Conservation and Management Measures or has 

made false reports; or 

 

d. taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of 

IOTC Conservation and Management Measures; or 
 

e. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during 

closed fishing periods or in closed areas in 

contravention of IOTC Conservation and Management 

Measures; or 

 

f. used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures; or 
 

g. transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint 

operations with, support or re-supply vessels that are not 

included on the IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels or 

not on the Record of Vessels Authorised to receive 

transhipments at-sea in the IOTC Area or 

 

h. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in waters 

that are under the national jurisdiction of a coastal State 

without the permission or authorisation of that State or 

in contravention of the laws and regulations of that State 

(without prejudice to the sovereign rights of the State 

concerned to undertake enforcement measures against 

such a vessel); or 

X 

i. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst 

being without nationality; or 
 

j. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having 

intentionally falsified or concealed its markings, 

identity or registration; or 

 

k. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in 

contravention of any other binding IOTC Conservation 

and Management Measures; 

 

 

  



 

 

C. Associated Documents 

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, photographs) 

 

The infringement notice and a picture of both vessels are attached to this report. 

 
D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action 

is recommended. 
 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. 

Recommend notification of activity to flag State. 
X 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  

 



FALCON 50 

P.V. n°28 

/2021/24F

PROCES-VERBAL DE CONSTATATION 

D’INFRACTION  

Cadre réservé au 

destinataire 

Analyse et Référence(s) : Infractions : 

Pénétration d’un navire de pêche ou de transport de 

poisson dans la ZEE des terres australes sans signaler 

son entrée (code NATINF 22807) 

Pénétration d’un navire de pêche ou de transport de 

poisson dans la ZEE des terres australes sans déclarer 

les quantités détenues à bord (code NATINF 22808) 

Navire en cause : HONGDONGFISHERY. 12 

MMSI 352980844 – C/S HOA7920 

 Pavillon : PANAMA  - Longueur HT 38m 

L'an deux mille vingt et un, le lundi treize décembre à treize heures et quarante-huit minutes 

(13-12-2021-13H48UTC). 

Je soussigné : Lieutenant  de vaisseau MORAUX Julien, commandant de bord du FALCON 50 

de la marine nationale basé à Dzaoudzi  ( 976 ) ; 

Vu l'article 28 du code de procédure pénale ; 

Vu l’article L 1521-1-2 et suivants du Code de la défense, Livre V – Action de l’État en 

Mer, 

Vu le Code disciplinaire et pénal de la marine marchande ; 

  Vu l’article L 942-1 du code rural et de la pêche maritime. 

RAPPORTONS LES OPERATIONS SUIVANTES : 

PREAMBULE 

Le 13 décembre 2021, le FALCON 50M est en mission de surveillance de la navigation 

maritime et de police des pêches dans la zone économique et exclusive de Juan de Nova. 

CONSTATATIONS 

A 13 heures et 48 minutes UTC, nous identifions le navire de pêche HONGDONGFISHERY. 

12 en position Latitude 16° 06’ S –  Longitude 042° 01’E, naviguant dans la ZEE de Juan de 

Nova. Nous le reportons au CNSP via SPRINT. Il s’avère que ce navire n’a pas réalisé au 

préalable de demande de passage inoffensif. Après avoir reçu l’accord du CNSP, nous essayons 

de prendre contact sur VHF16 avec le navire pour lui signifier son infraction. Nos appels restent 

sans réponse. 

Available only in French.



 
En conséquence nous dressons le procès-verbal de constatation d’infraction à l’encontre du 

navire HONGDONGFISHERY. 12 pour : 

- Pénétration d’un navire de pêche ou de transport de poisson dans la ZEE des terres australes 

sans signaler son entrée (code NATINF 22807) 
à titre d’information : 

Infraction prévue par :  

 Les articles L.981-7 3° et L.981-6 du code rural et de la pêche maritime,  

 L’arrêté préfectoral TAAF n° 2013-24 

 

- Pénétration d’un navire de pêche ou de transport de poisson dans la ZEE des terres australes 

sans déclarer les quantités détenues à bord (code NATINF 22808) 
à titre d’information : 

Infraction prévue par :  

 Les articles L.981-7 3° et L.981-6 du code rural et de la pêche maritime 

 

Fait et clos à bord le 13 décembre 2021   

Le lieutenant  de vaisseau MORAUX Julien  

Commandant de bord du FALCON 50 

julien.moraux@intradef.gouv.fr, +33 6 09 07 75 75 

 

Signature 

 

 

 

 

Destinataire(s) : M. Le Procureur de la République du département d’immatriculation 

du navire de pêche (2 exemplaires) 

Copie(s) extérieure(s): M. Le Directeur Mer et Littoral du port d’immatriculation du navire 

de pêche 

Copie(s) intérieure(s): 

                

ADP POLPECHE, archives. 

 
 

 

mailto:julien.moraux@intradef.gouv.fr




FALCON 50 

P.V. n°29 

/2021/24F

PROCES-VERBAL DE CONSTATATION 

D’INFRACTION  

Cadre réservé au 

destinataire 

Analyse et Référence(s) : Infractions : 

Pénétration d’un navire de pêche ou de transport de 

poisson dans la ZEE des terres australes sans signaler 

son entrée (code NATINF 22807) 

Pénétration d’un navire de pêche ou de transport de 

poisson dans la ZEE des terres australes sans déclarer 

les quantités détenues à bord (code NATINF 22808) 

Navire en cause : LEXMAR 009 

MMSI 352980845 – C/S HOA7921 

 Pavillon : PANAMA  - Longueur HT 38m 

L'an deux mille vingt et un, le lundi treize décembre à treize heures et quarante-huit minutes 

(13-12-2021-13H48UTC). 

Je soussigné : Lieutenant de vaisseau MORAUX Julien, commandant de bord du FALCON 50 

de la marine nationale basé à Dzaoudzi  ( 976 ) ; 

Vu l'article 28 du code de procédure pénale ; 

Vu l’article L 1521-1-2 et suivants du Code de la défense, Livre V – Action de l’État en 

Mer, 

Vu le Code disciplinaire et pénal de la marine marchande ; 

  Vu l’article L 942-1 du code rural et de la pêche maritime. 

RAPPORTONS LES OPERATIONS SUIVANTES : 

PREAMBULE 

Le 13 décembre 2021, le FALCON 50M est en mission de surveillance de la navigation 

maritime et de police des pêches dans la zone économique et exclusive de Juan de Nova. 

CONSTATATIONS 

A 13 heures et 48 minutes UTC, nous identifions le navire de pêche LEXMAR009 en position 

Latitude 16° 06’ S –  Longitude 042° 01’E, naviguant dans la ZEE de Juan de Nova. Nous le 

reportons au CNSP via SPRINT. Il s’avère que ce navire n’a pas réalisé au préalable de 

demande de passage inoffensif. Après avoir reçu l’accord du CNSP, nous essayons de prendre 

contact sur VHF16 avec le navire pour lui signifier son infraction. Nos appels restent sans 

réponse. 

Available only in French.



 
En conséquence nous dressons le procès-verbal de constatation d’infraction à l’encontre du 

navire LEXMAR009 pour : 

- Pénétration d’un navire de pêche ou de transport de poisson dans la ZEE des terres australes 

sans signaler son entrée (code NATINF 22807) 
à titre d’information : 

Infraction prévue par :  

 Les articles L.981-7 3° et L.981-6 du code rural et de la pêche maritime,  

 L’arrêté préfectoral TAAF n° 2013-24 

 

- Pénétration d’un navire de pêche ou de transport de poisson dans la ZEE des terres australes 

sans déclarer les quantités détenues à bord (code NATINF 22808) 
à titre d’information : 

Infraction prévue par :  

 Les articles L.981-7 3° et L.981-6 du code rural et de la pêche maritime 

 

Fait et clos à bord le 13 décembre 2021   

Le lieutenant de vaisseau MORAUX Julien  

Commandant de bord du FALCON 50 

julien.moraux@intradef.gouv.fr, +33 6 09 07 75 75 

Signature 

 

 

 

 

Destinataire(s) : M. Le Procureur de la République du département d’immatriculation 

du navire de pêche (2 exemplaires) 

Copie(s) extérieure(s): M. Le Directeur Mer et Littoral du port d’immatriculation du navire 

de pêche 

Copie(s) intérieure(s): 

                

ADP POLPECHE, archives. 

 
 

 

mailto:julien.moraux@intradef.gouv.fr
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From: IOTC-Compliance
Sent: 08 March 2022 09:05
To:  IOTC-Secretariat;
Cc:

Subject: RE: NOTIFICATION OF FLAG STATE - PANAMA - RESOLUTION 18/03 ON ESTABLISHING A LIST 
OF VESSELS PRESUMED TO HAVE CARRIED OUT ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND 
UNREGULATED FISHING IN THE IOTC AREA OF COMPETENCE

Attachments: 4d - HONGDONGFISHERY.12.jpg; 4e - LEXMAR009.jpg; 4b - PV HONGDONGFISHERY 12.pdf; 4c - 
PV LEXMAR009.pdf

Dear Sir, 

We acknowledge the reception of your message. 

You will find attached the additional information only available in French language. 

The French Authority is in copy of this message. 

Best regards. 

IOTC Secretariat. 

From:  @arap.gob.pa>  
Sent: 08 March 2022 05:01 
To: IOTC‐Secretariat <IOTC‐Secretariat@fao.org> 
Cc: ; IOTC‐Compliance <IOTC‐Compliance@fao.org>; 

Subject: Re: SPAMNOTIFICATION OF FLAG STATE ‐ PANAMA ‐ RESOLUTION 18/03 ON ESTABLISHING A LIST OF 
VESSELS PRESUMED TO HAVE CARRIED OUT ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING IN THE IOTC AREA 
OF COMPETENCE 

Dear Sirs, 

Through these means we confirm the reception of your email. 

Based on this notification, we would require receiving the support documentation related to the 
inclusion of both vessels in the presumed IUU vessels. 

Please note that both vessels in reference are not currently under the Panamanian, since 
December 29th, 2021. 

We thank in advance for your consideration on this subject. 

Kind regards, 
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De: "iotc-secretariat" <IOTC-Secretariat@fao.org> 
Para: 

CC: "IOTC-Compliance" <IOTC-Compliance@fao.org>, "iotc-secretariat" <IOTC-
Secretariat@fao.org>

Enviados: Lunes, 7 de Marzo 2022 7:34:37 
Asunto: SPAMNOTIFICATION OF FLAG STATE - PANAMA - RESOLUTION 18/03 
ON        ESTABLISHING A LIST OF VESSELS PRESUMED TO HAVE CARRIED OUT 
ILLEGAL,        UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING IN THE IOTC AREA OF 
COMPETENCE 
 
Dear Sir,  
  
We are transmitting the attached document received in accordance with paragraph 5 of RESOLUTION 18/03 
ON ESTABLISHING A LIST OF VESSELS PRESUMED TO HAVE CARRIED OUT ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND 
UNREGULATED FISHING IN THE IOTC AREA OF COMPETENCE, regarding information on illegal activities from 
Panama flagged vessels within the IOTC Area of Competence. 
  
We would appreciate if you could acknowledge the reception of this email and the attached file.  
  
Best regards,  
  
IOTC Secretariat. 
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From: @ec.europa.eu>
Sent: 01 March 2022 17:39
To: IOTC-Compliance; IOTC-Secretariat
Cc:

Subject: IOTC - Submission of information on IUU fishing - Ares(2022)1511205
Attachments: Annexe 1ter- Formulaire FU YUAN YU- 7619.docx; Annexe 2 - PV FU YUAN YU-signe.pdf; Annexe 

1bis - Formulaire FU YUAN YU - 7618.docx; Annexe 1 - Formulaire FU YUAN YU- 7616.docx; 
Annexe 3 tracé AIS.pdf

IOTC - Submission of information on IUU fishing - Ares(2022)1511205  (Please use this link only if you are an Ares user – Svp, utilisez ce lien 
exclusivement si vous êtes un(e) utilisateur d’Ares)  

Dear colleagues,  

In accordance with paragraph 5 of resolution 18/03, we would like to submit information to report illegal 
activities from three Chinese flagged vessels in the Union water of La Réunion.  
Please find attached the IOTC reporting forms for each vessel as well as the AIS signal of those vessels at the 
time of the incident (they were moving together so appear as one trace) and the police report made by the 
inspecting vessel.  
We would appreciate if you could notify the flag State.  

Best regards,  

European	Commission	
Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 
Unit B2 Regional Fisheries Management Organisations	
J99 03/72	
B-1049 Brussels/Belgium	

Attachment 9



Annex 1 

IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out 

illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity 

recorded by the European Union-France in the Indian Ocean. 

A. Details of Vessel

(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below)

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if any) 
     FU YUAN YU 7617 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) 
China 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel  List (if 

applicable) N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available IMO : 9896373 

MMSI 412440741 

e Photo N/A 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) BZU4U 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any) N/A 

h Operator (previous Operator/s, if  any) and 

Master/Fishing Master 

N/A 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities 13/12/21 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities La Réunion EEZ – France 

23°18’ S – 54°18’ E 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section B 

for more detail) 

The vessel didn’t comply with a request 

for inspection by French fisheries 

inspectors in the French EEZ. 

l Summary of any actions known to have  been 

taken in respect of the alleged IUU fishing 

activities 

An infringement notice was issued and 

will be submitted to the French judicial 

Authorities. 

m Outcome of actions taken None. The vessel continued its transit and 

left the French EEZ. 

Attachment 9



 

 
B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened 

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide 

relevant details including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in 

an attachment if necessary.) 

 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or  

by IOTC Conservation and Management Measures: 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is neither 

registered on the IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels in 

accordance with Resolution 15/04 [superseded by Resolution 

19/04], nor recorded in the Active list of vessels; or 

 

b. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when its flag 

State is without quota, catch limit, or effort allocation under 

IOTC Conservation and Management Measures where 

applicable; or 

 

c. failed to record or report its catches in accordance with IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures or has made false 

reports; or 

 

d. taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures; or 
 

e. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during closed 

fishing periods or in closed areas in contravention of IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

f. used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures; or 
 

g. transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint operations 

with, support or re-supply vessels that are not included on the 

IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels or not on the Record of 

Vessels Authorised to receive transhipments at-sea in the IOTC 

Area or 

 

h. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in waters that are 

under the national jurisdiction of a coastal State without the 

permission or authorisation of that State or in contravention of 

the laws and regulations of that State (without prejudice to the 

sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 

enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

X 

i. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst being 

without nationality; or 
 

j. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having 

intentionally falsified or concealed its markings, identity or 

registration; or 

 

k. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in contravention 

of any other binding IOTC Conservation and Management 

Measures; 

 

 

  



 

 
C. Associated Documents 

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, 

photographs) 

 

The infringement notice and the ship route extracted from the AIS are attached to this report. 

 
D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action 

is recommended. 
 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. 

Recommend notification of activity to flag State. 
X 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  

 
  



 

 
Annex 1bis 

IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 

 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out 

illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity 

recorded by the European Union-France in the Indian Ocean. 

 

A. Details of Vessel 

(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below) 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if any) 
     FU YUAN YU 7618 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) 
China 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel  List (if 

applicable) N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available IMO : 9896397 

MMSI 412440742 

e Photo N/A 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) 
     BZU5U 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any) N/A 

h Operator (previous Operator/s, if  any) and 

Master/Fishing Master 

N/A 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities 13/12/21 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities La Réunion EEZ – France 

23°18’ S – 54°18’ E 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section B 

for more detail) 

The vessel didn’t comply with a request 

for inspection by French fisheries 

inspectors in the French EEZ. 

l Summary of any actions known to have  been 

taken in respect of the alleged IUU fishing 

activities 

An infringement notice was issued and 

will be submitted to the French judicial 

Authorities. 

m Outcome of actions taken None. The vessel continued its transit and 

left the French EEZ. 

 

  



 

 
B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened 

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide 

relevant details including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in 

an attachment if necessary.) 

 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or  

by IOTC Conservation and Management Measures: 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is neither 

registered on the IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels in 

accordance with Resolution 15/04 [superseded by Resolution 

19/04], nor recorded in the Active list of vessels; or 

 

b. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when its flag 

State is without quota, catch limit, or effort allocation under 

IOTC Conservation and Management Measures where 

applicable; or 

 

c. failed to record or report its catches in accordance with IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures or has made false 

reports; or 

 

d. taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures; or 
 

e. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during closed 

fishing periods or in closed areas in contravention of IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

f. used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures; or 
 

g. transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint operations 

with, support or re-supply vessels that are not included on the 

IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels or not on the Record of 

Vessels Authorised to receive transhipments at-sea in the IOTC 

Area or 

 

h. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in waters that are 

under the national jurisdiction of a coastal State without the 

permission or authorisation of that State or in contravention of 

the laws and regulations of that State (without prejudice to the 

sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 

enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

X 

i. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst being 

without nationality; or 
 

j. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having 

intentionally falsified or concealed its markings, identity or 

registration; or 

 

k. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in contravention 

of any other binding IOTC Conservation and Management 

Measures; 

 

 

  



 

 
C. Associated Documents 

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, 

photographs) 

 

The infringement notice and the ship route extracted from the AIS are attached to this report. 

 
D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action 

is recommended. 
 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. 

Recommend notification of activity to flag State. 
X 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  

 
  



 

 
Annex 1ter 
 

IOTC REPORTING FORM FOR ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 

 

Recalling IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have carried out 

illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area, attached are details of illegal activity 

recorded by the European Union-France in the Indian Ocean. 

 

A. Details of Vessel 

(Please detail the incidents(s) in the format below) 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a Current Name of Vessel (Previous name/s, if any) 
FU YUAN YU 7619 

b Current Flag (previous flag/s, if any) 
China 

c Date first included on IOTC IUU Vessel  List (if 

applicable) N/A 

d Lloyds IMO Number, if available IMO : 9896402 

MMSI 412440743 

e Photo N/A 

f Call Sign (previous call sign, if any) 
BZU6U 

g Owner (previous Owner/s, if any) N/A 

h Operator (previous Operator/s, if  any) and 

Master/Fishing Master 

N/A 

i Date of alleged IUU fishing activities 13/12/21 

j Position of alleged IUU fishing activities La Réunion EEZ – France 

23°18’ S – 54°18’ E 

k Summary of alleged IUU activities (see section B 

for more detail) 

The vessel didn’t comply with a request 

for inspection by French fisheries 

inspectors in the French EEZ. 

l Summary of any actions known to have  been 

taken in respect of the alleged IUU fishing 

activities 

An infringement notice was issued and 

will be submitted to the French judicial 

Authorities. 

m Outcome of actions taken None. The vessel continued its transit and 

left the French EEZ. 

 

  



 

 
B. Details of IOTC Resolution Elements Contravened 

(Indicate with a “X” the individual elements of IOTC Resolution 18/03 contravened, and provide 

relevant details including date, location, source of information. Extra information can be provided in 

an attachment if necessary.) 

 

That a vessel has, within the IOTC Area and in relation to species covered by the IOTC Agreement or  

by IOTC Conservation and Management Measures: 
 

Item Definition Indicate 

a. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities and is neither 

registered on the IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels in 

accordance with Resolution 15/04 [superseded by Resolution 

19/04], nor recorded in the Active list of vessels; or 

 

b. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities when its flag 

State is without quota, catch limit, or effort allocation under 

IOTC Conservation and Management Measures where 

applicable; or 

 

c. failed to record or report its catches in accordance with IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures or has made false 

reports; or 

 

d. taken or landed undersized fish in contravention of IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures; or 
 

e. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities during closed 

fishing periods or in closed areas in contravention of IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures; or 

 

f. used prohibited fishing gear in contravention of IOTC 

Conservation and Management Measures; or 
 

g. transhipped fish to, or otherwise participated in joint operations 

with, support or re-supply vessels that are not included on the 

IOTC Record of Authorised Vessels or not on the Record of 

Vessels Authorised to receive transhipments at-sea in the IOTC 

Area or 

 

h. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in waters that are 

under the national jurisdiction of a coastal State without the 

permission or authorisation of that State or in contravention of 

the laws and regulations of that State (without prejudice to the 

sovereign rights of the State concerned to undertake 

enforcement measures against such a vessel); or 

X 

i. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities whilst being 

without nationality; or 
 

j. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities having 

intentionally falsified or concealed its markings, identity or 

registration; or 

 

k. engaged in fishing or fishing related activities in contravention 

of any other binding IOTC Conservation and Management 

Measures; 

 

 

  



 

 
C. Associated Documents 

(List here the associated documents that are appended e.g. boarding reports, court proceedings, 

photographs) 

 

The infringement notice and the ship route extracted from the AIS are attached to this report. 

 
D. Recommended Actions 
 

Recommended Actions Indicate 

a Notification to IOTC Secretariat only. No further action 

is recommended. 
 

b Notification of illegal activity to IOTC Secretariat. 

Recommend notification of activity to flag State. 
X 

c Recommended for inclusion on IOTC IUU list  

 



Available only in French.





Annexe 3     :
Extraction AIS de la trajectoire des trois navires chinois en ZEE Réunion

- 07/12 à 16h (heure locale) : entrée en ZEE française, sur une route à destination de l’Argentine
- 08/12 à 16h (heure locale) : sortie de la ZEE française (jour de la tentative de contrôle)
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From: @ec.europa.eu>
Sent: 06 April 2022 17:32
To:
Cc:

IOTC-Compliance
Subject: RE: Re:RE: NOTIFICATION OF FLAG STATE - CHINA - RESOLUTION 18/03 ON ESTABLISHING A 

LIST OF VESSELS PRESUMED TO HAVE CARRIED OUT ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND 
UNREGULATED FISHING IN THE IOTC AREA OF COMPETENCE

Dear all,  

Thank you for your email.  

We have no additional information or element to submit on alleged IUU activities of the three vessels 
as the captains did not answers the calls and the vessels did not let themselves get inspected. 
Therefore, there was no way for the inspecting vessel to assert if illegal fishing took place. 
Furthermore, in the absence of an inspection, it was also impossible to verify if the gear were not 
operational at the time of the transit.  

We would like to highlight that according to several articles in UNCLOS, the French authorities have a 
legitimate right to inspect any fishing vessel present in Union waters:  

 Article 56.1.(a) foresees that Coastal States have sovereign rights in the EEZ for the purpose of the
exploiting and managing the living resources. That comes with powers not only to adopt conservation
and management measures but also to enforce them.

 Article 62.4 clearly states that nationals of other States fishing in the EEZ are to comply with the
conservation measures and with other terms and conditions established in the laws and regulations of
the coastal State.

 Regarding enforcement, Article 73.1. foresees that the coastal State, in the exercise of its sovereign
rights to manage and conserve the living resources in the EEZ may take measures as boarding,
inspection, arrest and judicial proceedings. That includes ascertaining whether the vessels were really
just in transit or had fished illegally in the Union waters. Article 73 doesn’t create an exemption for a
transiting vessel.

In our views, the competent authorities shall be able to inspect the vessel and ascertain whether they 
are indeed in transit or not. 

Therefore, we are expecting the Chinese authorities to investigate the reasons the masters of the 
three vessels have not answered the calls made by French inspecting vessel while being in the French 
EEZ, therefore for not respecting the above mentioned provision of UNCLOS, for their lack of 
cooperation with the authorities of the Coastal State that have sovereign rights over the area the vessels 
were situated, and to conduct investigation on the activities of the vessels prior their accession to the 
French EEZ and during the transit, to ascertain that no illegal activities took place.  

Best regards,  



2

European	Commission	
Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 
Unit B2 Regional Fisheries Management Organisations	
J99 03/72	
B-1049 Brussels/Belgium	

From: @fao.org>  
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2022 5:14 AM 
To:  @ec.europa.eu> 

Cc:

Subject: RE: Re:RE: NOTIFICATION OF FLAG STATE ‐ CHINA ‐ RESOLUTION 18/03 ON ESTABLISHING A LIST OF 
VESSELS PRESUMED TO HAVE CARRIED OUT ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING IN THE 
IOTC AREA OF COMPETENCE 

Dear Ms Marot, 

We shall be grateful if your can refer to the below message from Mr   from the Bureau of 
Fisheries, P. R. China. 
We shall be equally grateful if you can assist Mr  with the information being sought (highlighted part of 
the below message), so that the Bureau of Fisheries, China, can conduct a more thorough investigation into 
the alleged IUU case reported against the three vessels (FU YUAN YU 7617, FU YUAN YU 7618 and FU YUAN 
YU 7619), flagged to China. 

Thank you and kind regards, 

From:
Sent: 18 March 2022 18:01 
To:
Cc: 

 IOTC‐Compliance <IOTC‐Compliance@fao.org> 
Subject: Re:RE: NOTIFICATION OF FLAG STATE ‐ CHINA ‐ RESOLUTION 18/03 ON ESTABLISHING A LIST OF 
VESSELS PRESUMED TO HAVE CARRIED OUT ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING IN THE 
IOTC AREA OF COMPETENCE 

Dear 
    Thank you for your assistance for dealing with tthe matter.  We have conducted a peliminary 
investigation with the fishing company involved. The information we learned is that the 3 vessels 
concerned were carring out a direct passage through the La Réunion EEZ at that date.  From the report you 
provided we did not learn what fishing or fishing related activities the vessels were probably operating, so could 
you please, if possible through the EU, provide more detailed information or potential evdience of the alleged IUU 
fishing, so that we can conduct more careful investigations. 
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   Thank you in advance. 

With best regards, 

Division of Distant‐water Fisheries 

Bureau of Fisheries 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 

P. R. China 

At 2022-03-09 15:22:54, 

Dear Mr

We thank you, for acknowledging the reception of the “Notification of the flag State”. 

In accordance to paragraph 7 of IOTC Resolution 18/03, “Where the flag State of the vessel is a CPC, 
if requested by any other CPC through the IOTC Executive Secretary, it shall investigate the allegation 
and shall report the progress of the investigation to the IOTC Executive Secretary within 60 days. […]. 
The IOTC Executive Secretary shall then, as soon as practicably possible, notify each CPC and the 
flag State of each vessel concerned, together with such compiled information as has been received. 
Where the alleged IUU activities occurred in the waters of a coastal State CPC of IOTC, the CPC 
concerned may seek to include the vessel on the draft IUU list (paragraph 6(c).iv).” 

We hope that the above is of help, and we remain available to assist in any other way that we can. 

Kind regards, 

From:
Sent: 09 March 2022 09:31 
To: IOTC-Secretariat <IOTC-Secretariat@fao.org> 
Cc:
IOTC-Compliance <IOTC-Compliance@fao.org>; 

Subject: Re:NOTIFICATION OF FLAG STATE - CHINA - RESOLUTION 18/03 ON ESTABLISHING A 
LIST OF VESSELS PRESUMED TO HAVE CARRIED OUT ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND 
UNREGULATED FISHING IN THE IOTC AREA OF COMPETENCE 

Dear Secretariat, 

  Thanks for the email and we acknowlege the reception of the information. 



4

 And we are wondering if there is any guideline suggesting what we can do for the moment? 

   Thanks. 

With best regards, 

Division of Distant-water Fisheries 

Bureau of Fisheries 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 

P. R. China 

At 2022-03-07 20:08:18, "IOTC-Secretariat" <IOTC-Secretariat@fao.org> wrote: 

Dear CPC, 

We are transmitting the attached document received in accordance with paragraph 5 of RESOLUTION 
18/03 ON ESTABLISHING A LIST OF VESSELS PRESUMED TO HAVE CARRIED OUT ILLEGAL, 
UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING IN THE IOTC AREA OF COMPETENCE, on information on 
illegal activities from three Chinese flagged vessels in the European Union water of La Réunion within the 
IOTC Area of Competence. 

We would appreciate if you acknowledge the reception of this email and the attached file. 

Best regards, 

IOTC Secretariat 
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