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The designations employed and the presentation of material in this publication and its lists do not imply the
expression of any opinion whatsoeveron the part of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (I0TC) or the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations concerning the legal or development status of any
country, territory, city or area or of its authorities,or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

This work is copyright. Fair dealing for study, research, news reporting, criticism or review is permitted.
Selected passages, tables or diagrams may be reproduced for such purposes provided acknowledgment of the
source is included. Major extracts or the entire document may not be reproduced by any process without the
written permission of the Executive Secretary, IOTC.

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission has exercised due care and skill in the preparation and compilation of the
information and data set out in this publication. Notwithstanding, the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission,
employeesand advisers disclaim all liability, including liability for negligence, for any loss, damage, injury,
expense or cost incurred by any person as a result of accessing, using or relying upon any of the information
or data set out in thispublication to the maximum extent permitted by law.

Contact details:
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission
PO Box 1011
Victoria, Mahé, Seychelles
Ph: +248 422 5494
Email: |IOTC-secretariat@fao.org
Website: http://www.iotc.org
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CDS
CMM

CoC
CPC
EU
EEZ
FAD
FAO
I0TC
LSTLV
MCS
SDP
TBD
VMS
WP
WPICMM
WWF

Acronyms

catch documentation scheme

Conservation and Management Measure (of the I0TC; Resolutions and
Recommendations)

Compliance Committee

contracting Party (Member) or cooperating non-contracting Party

European Union

exclusive economic zone

fish aggregating device

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Indian Ocean Tuna Commission

large-scale tuna longline vessel

monitoring, control and surveillance

statistical document programme

to be determined

vessel monitoring system

work plan

Working Party on the Implementation of Conservation and Management Measures
World Wide Fund for Nature
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HOW TO INTERPRET TERMINOLOGY
CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT

This report has been written using the following terms and associated definitions so as to
removeambiguity surrounding how particular paragraphs should be interpreted.

Level 1: From a subsidiary body of the Commission to the next level in the structure of the
Commission:

RECOMMENDED, RECOMMENDATION: Any conclusion or request for an action to be
undertaken, from a subsidiarybody of the Commission (Committee or Working Party), which is to
be formally provided to the next level in the structure of the Commission for its
consideration/endorsement (e.g., from a Working Party to the Scientific Committee; from a
Committee to the Commission). The intention is that the higher body will consider the
recommended action for endorsement under its own mandate, if the subsidiary body does not
already have the required mandate. Ideally this should be task specific and contain a timeframe
for completion.

Level 2: From a subsidiary body of the Commission to a Contracting Party or
Cooperating Non-ContractingParty (CPC), the IOTC Secretariat, or other body (not the
Commission) to carry out a specified task:

REQUESTED: This term should only be used by a subsidiary body of the Commission if it does
not wish to have the request formally adopted/endorsed by the next level in the structure of
the Commission. For example, if a Committee wishes to seek additional input from a CPC on a
particular topic, but does not wish to formalize the request beyond the mandate of the
Committee, it may request that a set action be undertaken. Ideally this shouldbe task specific
and contain a timeframe for the completion.

Level 3: General terms to be used for consistency:

AGREED: Any point of discussion from a meeting which the I0TC body considers to be an agreed
course of action covered by its mandate, which has not already been dealt with under Level 1 or
level 2 above; a general point of agreement among delegations/participants of a meeting which
does not need to be considered/adopted by the nextlevel in the Commission’s structure.

NOTED/NOTING: Any point of discussion from a meeting which the I0TC body considers to be
important enough torecord in a meeting report for future reference.

Any other term: Any other term may be used in addition to the Level 3 terms to highlight to the
reader of the IOTC report, the importance of the relevant paragraph. However, other terms used
are considered for explanatory/informational purposes only and shall have no higher rating
within the reporting terminology hierarchythan Level 3, described above (e.g., CONSIDERED;
URGED; ACKNOWLEDGED).
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Background information

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) Performance Reviews (2009 and 2015) contained
recommendations that the IOTC should develop a comprehensive monitoring, control and
surveillance (MCS) system, including a Catch Documentation Scheme (CDS). In particular:

i. IOTC should develop a comprehensive monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS) system
through the implementation of the measures already in force, and through the adoption of
new measures and tools such as possible on-board regional observers’ scheme, a possible
catch documentation scheme as well as a possiblesystem on boarding and inspection.
Recommendation 51, |OTC-2009-PRIOTCO1-R - 56 pp.

ii. the I0TC should continue to develop a comprehensive MCS system through the
implementation of the measures already in force, and through the adoption of new
measures and tools such as a possible catch documentation scheme, noting the process
currently being undertaken within the FAO. Paragraph 149 (a), IOTC— 2016—-PRIOTC02-R: 86 pp.

These recommendations were adopted by the Commission and were the basis for an in-depth
appraisal for the development of an electronic CDS (e-CDS) for the I0TC, and the results of the
appraisal were presented at a workshopin Maputo, Mozambique, on 12 February 2019. This
workshop recommended that a Working Group be constituted to guide the development of a CDS
Strategy. The recommendation was subsequently endorsed by the second meeting of the Working
Party on the Implementation of Conservation and Management Measures (WPICMMO02), the
Compliance Committee (CoC16) and the Commission (S23).

Subsequently, seven Catch Documentation Scheme Working Group (CDSWG) meetings have been
held. In response to arecommendation from the third meeting of the CDSWG, the Commission endorsed
the Terms of Reference in November 2020. The fourth meeting of the CDSWG (CDSWG04) was the
first meeting after the endorsement of the Terms of Reference. This report provides a record of the
Eighth CDSWG (CDSWGO08), as agreed to by the participants of that meeting.
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10.

11.

1. OPENING OF THE MEETING

The meeting was held in person and online, via Zoom, on 13 February 2023.

The List of Participants is presented in Appendix 1. A total of 48 participants attended the
meeting. The meeting was chaired by Dr Indra Jaya (IDN).

The Chair INVITED participants to introduce themselves.

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE
MEETING

The CDSWG08 ADOPTED the agenda provided in Appendix 2.

3. ADMISSION OF OBSERVERS

The CDSWG08 NOTED the admission of observers from Sustainable Fisheries and Community
Trust (SFACT), PEW Charitable Trusts (PEW), World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and Invited
Experts and FURTHER NOTED that there was no objection to their attendance.

4. REVIEW OF STATUS OF MEMBERSHIP TO THE CDS WG
The CDSWG08 NOTED 106 nominees of the CDS Working Group as follows:

e 24 CPCs with 94 nominees;

e Four observers with nine nominees; and

o Three Invited Experts.

5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF THE DRAFT CDS STRATEGY
DOCUMENTS

The CDSWG08 NOTED paper |0TC-2023-CDSWG08-02 , the draft IOTC Catch Documentation
Strategy and FURTHER NOTED paper |0TC-2023-CDSWG08-03, the I0OTC CDS Strategy
Companion, which provides background and justification for the different elements of the
strategy proper.

The CDSWGO08 NOTED that for artisanal fishermen who do not have the means of
communication or literacy to operate a CDS system, the operators or buyers could fill in the
estimated catch certificate for validation by the Coastal State.

The CDSWGO08 NOTED that it may be impractical to introduce the three tropical species and
swordfish at once, and FURTHER NOTED that introduction immediately of fresh tuna and
processed products would be challenging.

The CDSWG08 AGREED that the implementation schedule of the transition from trade-based
CDS to fishery-based CDS for artisanal fisheries should be subject to further decision by the
Commission.

The CDSWG08 AGREED that the introduction of the three tropical species and swordfish, and of
different product types should be gradual.

The CDSWGO08 AGREED that the Commission should consider whether the CDS should be
expanded to all 16 species on risk basis.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

The CDSWG08 AGREED that Expected Result 0 in the draft CDS Strategy should be renamed
Overall Expected Result.

The CDSWG08 NOTED that the same species are imported by IOTC CPCs from countries that are
not members of IOTC, and therefore might require the trade CDS to be satisfied that the
product is not from IOTC.

CDSWGO08 AGREED to add text for imports from non-CPCs to paragraph 0.1 of the draft CDS
Strategy, to reflect the need for consultation with other RFMOs and non-members of IOTC.

The CDSWGO08 AGREED that the outcome of the pilot trials should lead to consideration of
stepwise introduction of species.

The CDSWGO08 AGREED that the transition from trade-based to fishery-based CDS for artisanal
fisheries be included in Result 2 activities.

The CDSWG08 NOTED that the MCS CDS consultant’s report had recommended that all IOTC
species be covered.

The CDSWG08 AGREED to include Compliance as an assessment criterion in the CDS Strategy,
which would indicate the level of implementation of the CDS by different CPCs and identify
reasons for non-compliance and their possible solutions.

The CDSWG08 AGREED that the timeline (and the logical framework) should be synchronised
with the text where changes have been made by the CDSWGO0S8.

The CDSWG08 REQUESTED the Secretariat adopt the text that has been agreed in the
CDSWGO0S, and leave in track changes those additions that the Secretariat has been asked to
draft, and then to distribute a v2.0 to participants before presentation to the Compliance
Committee.

6. DATES OF THE NEXT CDSWG MEETINGS

The CDSWG08 AGREED that the next meeting be held from 11h00 to 15h00 Seychelles time
(UTC+4) in the fourth week of September and FURTHER AGREED that the meeting will be
virtual.

7. ANY OTHER MATTERS

The Report of the meeting was adopted by correspondence on 07 March 2023.
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APPENDIX 2
AGENDA OF THE MEETING

ADOPTED AGENDA: EIGHTH MEETING OF THE CATCH DOCUMENTATION
SCHEME WORKING GROUP

Date: 13 February 2023
Location: Safari Park Hotel & Casino, Nairobi, Kenya / Hybrid Zoom
Time: 0900-1700 Kenya time
Chair: Dr Indra Jaya (Indonesia) Vice-chair: Dr Ansuman Das (India)

. OPENING OF THE MEETING

. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MEETING

. ADMISSION OF OBSERVERS
REVIEW OF STATUS OF MEMBERSHIP TO THE CDSWG
REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF THE DRAFT OF IOTC CDS STRATEGY DOCUMENTS
DATES OF NEXT CDSWG MEETINGS

. ANY OTHER MATTERS
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