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To: Indian Ocean Tuna Commission
Ms Jung-te Riley Kim
Chairperson

Ref. Consultation process tegarding the Consetvation and management of
Yellowfin tuna in the Indian Ocean- IOTC REF: 10T C2022-210 of 20 July 2022

Ref. Oman’s proposal to adopt a new Conservation Measure that shall amend RES
21/01, in relation to Oman, on an Interim Plan for rebuilding the Indian Ocean
yellow fin tuna stock in the IOTC Area of Competence

1 refer to your communication dated 20 July 2022 (IOTC ref. I0T'C2022-210).

As you know, the existing management and conservation measures to rebuild the yellowfin l
tuna stock in the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) area of competence (Resolutions ‘
18/01, 19/01 and 21/01) have been objected by some Contracting Parties, and therefore
are not bound to implement the measures therein. l

Indeed, you state in your communication that:

- In the Annual Meeting of May 2022, ...”at least eight Members expressed their
concerns and) or a lack of support to adopt a new yellowfin proposal (10 C-2022-526-
PropMe>[_Rev1) and the proposal was subsequently withdrawn.” .

- “Currently, India bas objected 10 yellowfin tuna resolutions 21/01 and 19/01 (but is
legally bound by Res 18/01); Indonesia, Tran, Madagascar, Oman and Somalia have
objected to Res 21/01 (but are legally bound by Res 19/01); and all other IOTC
Members are bound by Res 21/017.

In your communication, you also indicated that at S26,

1he Commission agreed to the possibility of convening a Special Session of the Compmission
for the purpose of reaching agreement 01l 4. yellowfin tuna rebuilding plan.
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- The Commission requested that a Heads of Delegations meeting be convened to agree on a
process to convene a series of meetings with the Contracting Parties objecting to Resolution

Contracting Parties to explore ways o address their concerns”.

In your letter you also stated that ... TOTC Heads of Delegations met o 19 July 2022 and agreed
Lo the below process to collect information. from objectors and hold a series of meetings with objecting Contracting
Parties (CPs) and interested CPs 1o explore ways to address concerns”.

and indicated at S26, that it did not suppott

As stated in RES 21/01, it is an intetim plan for rebuilding the Indian Ocean Yellowfin
Tuna Stock in the IOTC Area of Competence.

Oman is secking to agree on a plan for rebuilding the Indian Ocean Yellowfin Tuna Stock

in the IOTC Area of Competence, considering a fair solution for the developing coastal
States that had confirmed time ago to the Commission about its intention to develop 2

In the present Communication, Oman submits a proposal to lift the objection to RES 21/01

nservation Measure that shall amend RES 21/01,
Plan for rebuilding the Indian Ocean yellow fin

tuna stock in the IOTC Area of Competence.

Oman agrees to support a robust management and

conservation measure that will allow the yellowfin tuna stock to rebuild, but taking more into
account the interest of developing coastal States.

To date, no meeting has been convened with objecting Contracting Parties (CPs) and
interested CPs who have already adopted RES 21/01 not only to address concerns, but to
seck solutions that will allow CPs such as Oman to lift its objection to RES 21 /01 (Objection
ceceived from India, Indonesia, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Madagascar, Oman and

Resolution 19/01 remains binding for Indonesia, the

Islamic Republic of Tran, Madagascar, Oman and Somalia. Resolution 18/01 remains binding
for India. Resolution 21/01 entered into force on 17 December 2021)

With this purpose, Oman respectfully submits the following proposal to adopt a new
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Oman’s proposal to support a new Consetvation Measute that shall amend
RES 21/01, in relation to Oman, on an Intetim Plan for rebuilding the Indian
Ocean yellow fin tuna stock in the IOTC Area of Competence

1. Introduction

Striving to become a developed country, the Sultanate of Oman is building a productive and
diversified economy, founded on innovation, integration of roles, and equal opportunities;
leveraging Oman’s competitive advantages, driven by the private sector towards integration
into the wotld economy and active contribution to international trade; to ultimately achieve
inclusive and sustainable development, based on effective economic leadership that operates
within an institutional framework of coherent and contemporary economic policies and
legislations, to ensure financial sustainability and diversify public revenues. Soutce: Oman
2040 Vision Plan https://www.oman2040.om/vision-en.html

The Sultanate of Oman ovetlooks a coastline that extends for 3,165km, starting in the
farsourhteast; where the Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea lie, to the Sea of Oman, at
Musandam in the North.

The fisheries sector is one of the most important economic sectors and among the key
sources of income for the national economy, thanks to the Omani coasts ovetlooking the
Indian Ocean, the Arabian See, the Sea of Oman and the Arabian Gulf. Tt is natural therefore
to find that fishing is the main soutce of income for a considerable number of Omani
individuals and companies in the coastal areas. On top of that there is an emerging industry
fishing sector including processing and canning factories, and also aquaculture projects.

The number of marine fishing port in Oman stands at 25, ranging in size and facilities,
between ports that provide most of the necessary needs of the fishing fleet in the port area,
and others that provide some protections and betths that serve the actual needs of the site.
The fishing potts are distributed over the coastal governorates of Oman (Musandam, Al
Batinah North, Al Batinah South, Muscat, Al Sharqiah South, Al Wusta, and Dhofar.
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As a responsible Contracting Party, and as developing coastal State, Oman of course 18
committed to addressing the situation of yellowfin stocks in the Indian Ocean, which are
vital for a sustainable tuna fishery and to the livelihood of thousands of fisheries communities
in the region.

Precisely for that reason, Oman would like to remind that any Conservation Measure (CM)
and Recommendation to be approved

. must recall the recommendations adopted by the KOBE TI, held in San Sebastian,
Spain, June 23 — July 3 2009; implementing where appropriate a freeze on fishing
capacity on a fishery by fishery basis and such a frecze should not constrain the
access to, development of, and benefit from sustainable tuna fisheries by
developing coastal States;

_ needs to consider the objectives of the C ommission to maintain stocks in perpetuity
and with high probability, at levels not less than those capable of producing their
maximum sustainable yield as qualified by relevant environmental and economic
factors including the special requitements of developing States in the 1I0TC
area of competence;

_ must being mindul of Article XVI of the IOTC Agteement regarding the rights of
Coastal States and of Article 87 and 116 of the UN Convention of the Law of the
Sea regarding the right to fish on the high seas;

_ inust recall also the recommendations adopted by the KOBE 111, held in La Jolla,
California, 12- 14 July 2011; considering the status of the stocks, each RFMO should
consider a scheme for reduction of overcapacity in a way that does not constrain the
access to, development of, and benefit from sustainable tuna fisheries, including on
the high seas, by developing coastal State ;

_ take into account that Article V.2b of the Agteement for the Establishment of the
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission give full recognition to the special interests and
needs of Members in the region that are developing countries, in relation to the
conservation and management and optimum utilization of stocks covered by this
Agreement and encouraging development of fisheries based on such stocks;

. further noting that Article V.2d and Article 24(c) of UNFSA, require the Commission
to keep under review the economic and social aspects of the fisheries based on the
stocks covered by this Agreement bearing in mind, in particular, the interests of
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developing coastal States. This includes ensuring that consetvation and
management measutes adopted by it do not result in transferring, directly or
indirectly, a disproportionate butden of conservation action onto developing States.

Thus, in Oman’s opinion, the conservation burden which aeeds to be assumed in order
ensure the sustainable tropical tuna fisheries in the Indian Ocean must be by all CPCs, but
never constraining the access to the development of a minimum fishery for a developing
coastal State.

In this regard, since 2000 (by Letter 24 May 2006 ref. CoCO8 [E]-add4 Sultanate of Oman Fleet
Development Plan) Oman has continuously reported in different meetings to the IOTC Oman’s
plans to restructure the artisanal fleet and to develop an industrial fleet that would be
completed before 2025.

As coastal State it has the right to develop an industrial tuna fishing and has a plan to catry
out investments in farming, canneries (which is already under construction) , and even
processing of tuna loins.

More recently, Oman announced its intention as coastal State to tegister purse seiner vessels
with a view to continue developing a tuna industry.

To this respect, a number of purse seiners will be registeted in the Omani Ship Registry and
licences will be granted. To this respect, TOTC has already recorded in June 2022 one purse
seiner in the Authorized Vessels List that is undertaken notmal fishing operations in the
1IOTC Area of Competence.

On 29 August 2022, the Sultanate of Oman provided you the answers to the three questions
raised. As widely explained in those answets, Oman strongly believes that RES 21/01
establishes an unfair playing field for coastal developing States. 1t does so by maintaining an
allocation reference year (2014) that clearly benefits some of the major harvesters in the
Indian Ocean, while particularly penalizes developing countties such as Oman which for a
long period did not have the needed resources to organize the data collection of YF tuna
landings to yeatly repott to the IOTC.

On 10 October 2022, we sent you a new Communication (ref. 223181987), whete Oman has
reiterated its commitment to fully cooperate with TOTC on this critical matter.
Consequently, to be in a position to suppott a new -or  amended- Conservation and
Management Measure (CMM), Oman would like to emphasized its position.




RO FCBIIS

IL Reference tepotting years

Oman confirms its formal commitment to accept a relevant decrease of Yellowfin catches
to be implemented in accordance with a plan across the coming yeas.

This plan would need a transition period to readapt the allocation of the quota among its
artisanal fleet, longline vessels, tuna putse seinets, and others. Oman will be in a position to
provide figures in the coming months.

However, Oman cannot accept 2014, 2015 ot the average of years 2017-201 8-2019 years as
“reference yeat” -

A difference allocation reference year for developing coastal States such as Oman would
need to be accepted by the Commnissiof.

Historic reported YF catches to IOTC by some CPs. The starting point is to review
the historic reports of YF catches of the CPs
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Oman has not significantly increased the yellowfin catches.

On the contrary, it has substantially increased in recent years the reporting of catches. As
explained in Oman Statement §26, sharp incteases in the yellow fin catch corresponds to
improved data collection and increased catches from the artisanal sector. As explained above
it is important to highlight that the Fisheries administration of the Sultanate Oman has not
always had the tools and staff to propetly collect data about YF landings. For these and other
reasons , it is not difficult to find relevant disparities in the catches repotted to the 10TC
across the years. For instance, Oman has also had sharp decreases, such as in 2009 with 7,991
mt compared with 21,045 mt in 2008.. The case of Oman is pretty similar to what have
happened to other CPs, whohave also substantially increased or decreased the reporting of
YT catches, for instance Maldives within two year time, Maldives increased more than 100%
its reported catches (2010: 21,068 mt and in 2012 44,261 mt), or Iran who in 2013 declare
32,403 mt and had a relevant50% increase one year after in 2014 with 46,216 mt and in 2018
reported 58,560 mt.

In recent yeats, other CPs have sharply increased the repotting of catches too.

Reference petiod fot YF catch

RES 19/01 states in Point 6.b-: b Ln applying the catch reductions in paragraph 5, Small Istand
Developing State CPCs and 1east Developed State CPCs can either choose between catches of yellowfin tnna
reported for either 2014, or 2015 or their average catches for the period from 2017 1o 20719.

As explained above, Oman is not in a position to accept the average petiod of 2017 to 2019,
ot either 2014 or 2015. It would be hatdly penalized, in particulat, its plan to develop an
industrial tuna fleet at the same time that it is implemented a restructure of its artisanal fleet.

Oman proposes to considet the average of reported catches of YF of the last three years
2020, 2021 and 2022.

2020 68785

2021 71,600

2022 71,000
Average

2020/2022 211,385 70,461 mt




Lo
NI RIS

III. Proposal on YF catch limits

RES 21/01 states:

5. CPCs whose reported catches of: yellowfin tuna for 2014 were above 5000t shall reduce their catches
of yellowfin tuna by 21 % compared to 2014 yellowfin luna cateh, excepl:

a. If those CPCs are Coastal Developing States, they shall veduce their catches of yellowfin tuna by 12%
compared 1o 2014 yellowfin tuna catch;

b. If those CPCs are S mall Island Developing States or Least Developed States, they shall reduce their
catches of yellowfin tna by 10% compared to 2014, yellowfin tuna catch.

6. CPCs whose reported catches of yellowfin tuna Jor 2014 were below 5000t and their average catches
of yellowfin tuna for the period from 2017 to 201 9 inclusive, were above 50002, shall reduce their catches of

yellowfin tuna by 21% com ared to 2014 yellowfin tuna catch, except;
; d 7 . Vf

Oman commits to not exceed the quantity of 70,461 mt of Yellow fin during the years 2023
and 2024.

As Oman qualifies as a Coastal Developing State (see list of UN least developed countries),
Oman will apply a reduction of 12,5%, to be applicable to the quantity of Yellow fin
hatvested by its purse seiner feet in 2024 after that year, the Oman YF quota will be the
result of the total quantity of YF harvested by Oman reduced by the reduction of the
percentage applicable to the quantity harvested by its Purse Seiner fleet during 2024

Considering the average reported catches of the period 2020-2022, Oman agrees to
consider 70,461 mt as the basis to set up catch limits.

Oman shall limit total allowed YF catches in 2023 to 70,461 mt.
Oman shall limit total allowed YF catches in 2024 to 70,461 mt.

Oman shall limit total allowed YF catches as from 2025 to result of reducing the 12,5% to
the YF harvested in 2024 by its tuna putse seiner fleet to the 70,461 mt quota.
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To this respect, Oman is finalizing a restructuring plan to reotganize the artisanal fleet and
its whole tuna industry.

Allocation Plan of YF quotas by harvesting areas.

Across the years, most of the YE catches have been caught inside the EEZ of the Sultanate
of Oman by both artisanal and long-liners fleets.

Taking into account this fact and with a view to continue implementing the planned industrial
fleet of purse seiners, Oman plans to split the licenses of YF quotas in two areas: inside and
outside the EEZ.

Artisanal fleet, will continue leading the catches of YF, but just operating within the EEZ.

Long liners and purse seiners will be able to operate both inside and outside the EEZ.

**************************

In the coming weeks, Oman will determine approptiate methods for achieving these catch
reductions, which could include capacity reductons, effott limits, etc., and will report to the
IOTC Sectetariat in their Implementation Report every year.

Oman respectfully requests you to organize a meeting with the support of IOTC Secretary
to discuss the details of this proposal and the best way to implement it under the IOTC rules,

for instance in the framework of a Specml Session of the Commissiofl.

I thank you for your usual co-operation.

Yours sincerely,

M  Abdulaziz Al Marzugi

Head of Delegation to IOTC
SULTANATE OF OMAN

cc Mt. Chris O'Brien

Executive Secretary Indian
Ocean Tuna Commission




