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Prof Indra Jaya,  

Chairman of the Compliance Committee 

cc. Mr Zahor El Kharousy

Vice-Chairman of the Compliance Committee 

cc. Mr. Chris O´Brien

Executive Secretary 

Indian Oceaan Tuna Commission 

Le Chantier Mall, P.O. Box 11 

Victoria, Seychelles. 

SULTANANTE OF OMAN 

Muscat, 2nd May 2023 

Prof Indra Jaya, dear Chairman, 

Ref. 20 TH SESSION OF THE COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE 
Point 10 of the Agenda. Review of the implementation of IOTC Conservation and Management 
Measures (CMMs) together with associated reports and identification of challenges encountered in the 
implementation of IOTC CMMs – Appendix V of the IOTC Rules of Procedure.  

During yesterday’s session of this 20th Session of the Compliance Committee, the IOTC 

Secretariat presented its Summary Report on level of Compliance, including the conclusions 

on Oman 2022 Compliance Report. 

The Oman Delegation requested you as Chairman to accept the submission of written 

comments to this presentation of the 2022 Summary Report in relation to Oman and also in 

relation to comments raised by some Contracting Parties. 

You accepted and we are thankful for it and request that this written statement will be 

included in the Minutes of the Report of this 20th Session. 

IOTC-2023-CoC20-INF02 - Information from Oman to the IOTC Compliance Committee



 

 

 

 

 

******* 

First of all, the Sultanate of Oman wishes to express its gratitude to the IOTC Secretariat for 

this new Summary Report on the level of Compliance. 

As a responsible Contracting Party, and as developing coastal State, Oman is committed to 

address and implement the IOTC Conservation and Management Measures (CMMs) the 

IOTC Resolutions and Conservation Measure to protect the tuna stocks in the Indian Ocean, 

which are vital to set up a sustainable tuna fishery in the common interest of the livelihood 

of thousands of fisheries communities and related actors (fishing industries, supply services, 

ports, etc).  

In relation to our 2022 Compliance Report, Oman, as responsible CPC, wants to formally 
commit to improving its current compliance rate reflected in the Summary Report. 
 
Having said that however, Oman wants to respectfully provide some of the reasons why this 
score is not as good as any CP wants to expect to avoid alleged repeated and non-repeated 
lack of compliance requirements: 
 

1. Oman has stated that some IOTC CMMs have not been formally implemented into 

its national law, however,  it has included most of the requirements of those CMMs 

in the terms and conditions of each and every fishing licence granted to the fishermen 

and, in particular, to shipowners operating largest fishing vessels, both inside and 

outside the EEZ of Oman within the IOTC Regulatory Area.  

2. Oman has fully implemented CMMs on VMS, the systems operate well and there 

have not been relevant incidensts to report last year. However, Oman has not been 

able to prepare the annual report to IOTC, simply for lack of some support services 

in the Minister to handle this task. 

3. Missing pages of logbooks. To solve this problem, we have requested shipowners 

not to take pages out from the logbook and to use the approved format of the 

logbook. 

4. Scientific Report, this year Oman was unable to provide this report because of the 

person in charge has been moved to other Department within the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Water Resources. Please note that in the past, every year 

the Scientific Report has been submitted. 

For those and other reasons, the Minister of Fisheries has taken this seriously and recently 

decided the creation of a Task Force to handle all the matters related to IOTC with top 

officers of the Ministry, duly supported by representatives of the stakeholders (including 

shipowners of the tuna purse seiners) and external legal & regulatory and technical experts 

with international background.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This  would  remove  much  of the  uncertainty  in  the  Sultanate's  non-compliance  with  the  

requirements  of  the  Commission  .As  it  is  no  secret  to  everyone  that  the  lack  of  human  

capacity  may  be  a  major  reason  for  not  sending  reports  on  time  ,and  this  is  what  many  

countries suffer . 
 

***** 

During the 20th Session that took place yesterday, some Contracting Parties raised some 
general comments on Oman’s compliance that to some extent where absolutely misplaced 
and, with ue respect, has nothing to do with the level of implementation of CMMs: 
 

- COMMENT NUMBER 1: Considering that Oman was one of the largest 
harvester and keeps on increasing their catches (we understand, referred to 
YF catches), and that has reported catches when there was not increase of 
exports and no increase of number of fishermen. In other words raising 
doubts about the solidity of their latest annual catches reports  submitted to 
the IOTC. 

 

Oman has already tackled this matter of alleged over catch reporting. Based on Article IX of 

the IOTC Agreement, Oman submitted a Statement and Commitments that were included 

in the Report of the 26th Session that was duly notified to all Parties concerned. 

Oman reiterates that in recent years it has not significantly increased the yellowfin catches.  

On the contrary, what has substantially increased in recent years has been the reporting of 

catches. As explained in Oman Statement S26, sharp increases in the yellow fin catch 

corresponds to improved data collection and increased catches from the artisanal sector.  

The Ministry of Fisheries of the Sultanate of Oman has not always had the tools and human 

resources to report the date. It is not difficult to find relevant disparities in the reporting of 

catches to the IOTC, both on decreases and increases. For instance, Oman has also had 

sharp decreases, such as in 2009, (21,045 mt in 2008 and just 7,991 mt in 2009). 

Across the years, and for a wide number of reasons, other CPs have also substantially 

increased or decreased the reporting of catches, for instance Maldives within two-year time, 

Maldives increased more than 100% its reported catches (2010: 21,068 mt and in 2012 44,261 

mt). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In recent years, other CPs have sharply increased the reporting of catches too. 

The below table is self-explanatory: 
 

 
 
 
 
As reported by Oman, and reflected in the Minutes of the 19th Session of the Compliance 
Committee (page 54), there have been increase of yellowfin catches from the artesanal fleet 
and an improvement of data collection which was the replay received from Oman Statistical 
department which was forwarded to Secretariat earlier that year.  
 
Oman continues strengthening data collection and reporting for IOTC species which have 
increased in recent years.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to confirm that Oman Fisheries statistic program has been established since 
1984 and developed all the way in cooperation with international well-known institutes, for 
example not limited to FAO, and this system is nowadays considered a valuable tool system 
in the region. 
 
 
In fact, Oman is continuosly working to: 
 
a) Improve the understanding of the composition and characteristics of Omani fisheries 
catching tuna and tuna-like species and ensure these are mapped correctly to the standard 
fishery classifications. 

d) Provide clarification on any outstanding aspects of the IOTC data reporting process and 
proposing improvements to increase the efficiency of data reporting to IOTC, including the 
tools and methodologies being used by our Fisheries administration to also produce official 
catch estimates.  

To this respect, please also note that Oman has agreed to hire the services of external 
consultants to provide support to our Fisheries Department team dealing with IOTC species. 

Oman is fully committed on those tasks, propse you an Open Dialogue and, in any event, 
will continue reporting to the CPC and Secretariat in forthcoming meetings. 
 

 
- COMMENT NUMBER 2: Considering that Oman’s rejected a mission  to 

investigate the way the data is collected by Oman. 
 
In relation to this comment, please respectfully note that Oman already answered to the 
IOTC by letter dated 24 August 2022 under the Ref.  IOTC REF: IOTC2022-217 - 
PROPOSAL FOR AN IOTC DATA SUPPORT MISSION TO OMAN, which again was 
self-explanatory: 
 

We thank you for your letter dated 22th July 2022 (IOTC2022-217), where you  
refer to the “recent request by the Commission for the Secretariat to offer to send a 
data support mission to Oman”. 

 
As you state, this offer of mission and its related activities fall in the context of the 
actions identified by the IOTC working parties and Scientific Committee (2019-
2021); and by the Commission at its 26th session (2022). 

 
However, to the best of my knowledge,  the 26th Annual Meeting of the 
Commission did not specificaly agree to offer to send a data support mission to  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oman or to other Contracting Parties. Point 100 of the Minutes only states that 
“The Commission REQUESTED that a Heads of Delegations meeting be convened by the 
second week of July 2022 to agree on a process to convene a series of meetings with the Contracting 
Parties objecting to Resolution 21/01 on an Interim plan for rebuilding the Indian Ocean 
yellowfin stock and other interested Contracting Parties to explore ways to address their concerns”. 

 
 
To this respect, Contracting Parties such as Seychelles made a formal statement 
where it is stated that “clearly understand the critical importance of effective conservation and 
management measures to restrict catches of yellowing tuna to sustainable levels, while at the same 
time recognizing the rights of coastal States and, in particular, developing coastal States and Small 
Island Developing States, to develop their fisheries”. 

 
 

As reported by Oman, and reflected in the Minutes of the 19th Session of the 
Compliance Committee (page 54), there have been increase of yellowfin catches 
from the artisanal fleet and an improvement of data collection.  

 
For these reasons, please note that Oman continues strengthening data collection 
and reporting for IOTC species which have increased in recent years.  

 
Most of the objectives of that mission stated in your letter have already been 
presented by Oman Delegation in the 26th Meeting of the Commission with clear 
explanations and justifications. 

 
I would like to confirm that Oman Fisheries statistic  program has been established 
since 1984 and developed all the way in cooperation with international well-known 
institutes, for example not limited to FAO, and this system is nowadays considered 
a valuable tool system in the region. 

 
In fact, Oman is continuously working to: 

 
a) Improve the understanding of the composition and characteristics of Omani fisheries 
catching tuna and tuna-like species and ensure these are mapped correctly to the standard 
fishery classifications. 

d) Provide clarification on any outstanding aspects of the IOTC data reporting process and 
proposing improvements to increase the efficiency of data reporting to IOTC, including 
the tools and methodologies being used by our Fisheries administration to also produce 
official catch estimates.  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To this respect, please also note that Oman has agreed to hire the services of external 
consultants to provide support to our Fisheries Department team dealing with IOTC species. 

Oman is fully committed on those tasks, propose you an Open Dialogue and, in any event, 
will continue reporting to the CPC and Secretariat in forthcoming meetings. 
 
Based on the above mentioned points, Oman thanks again the Secretariat for the proposed 
offer to carry out a mission 8n data reporting, but decline the invitation. 
 
 

*****                                                                    
 
 
Oman request to record and/or to refer to this Written Statement in the Minutes of the 20th 
Session of the Compliance Committee. 
 

I thank you for your usual co-operation. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 Mr Abdulaziz Al Marzuqi  
Head of Delegation to IOTC  
SULTANATE OF OMAN 

CC: FAO Representative to Oman (FAO-OM@fao.org)  
Alternate Commissioner to IOTC 

  


