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• Oman is ready to move forward to lift its
objection to Resolution 21/01, subject to
certain conditions, to adopt and implement
not merely an INTERIM but a PLURIANNUAL 
REBUILDING PLAN ON YF,  seeking the
consensus of this Commission.

• With this purpose, it has submitted to IOTC a 
Letter that CPs and Observers can find as 
“Reference Documents” of this S27.

• It is not a proposal of draft Resolution to
amend Res.21/01,  it has the intention to
open a frank discussion with CPs.
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Oman respectfully requests to this Commission to reopen the dialogue with objected CPS of 
Resol 21/01 wishing to explore ways to address their concerns, as indicated in the 
Communication dated 20 July 2022 (IOTC ref. IOTC2022-210), the DameChair stated:

In your letter you also stated that …”IOTC Heads of  Delegations met on 19 July 2022 and agreed to the below process to 
collect information from objectors and hold a series of  meetings with objecting Contracting Parties (CPs) and interested 
CPs to explore ways to address concerns”.

Unfortunately, to date, these meetings with IOTC Secretariat and other interested CPS have not
taken place yet.



Currently, no catch limits apply for Madagascar, Oman and Somalia, as confirmed
every year by the IOTC Secretariat:



Sultanate of Oman – Statement letter to IOTC S27

• However, regardless the scope of Resolution 19/01, Oman INFORMS 
to this Commission that is willing to rapidly and progressively
implement catch limitations of YF, in line with Resolution 21/01, 
subject to certain conditions.
• In the Letter submitted to IOTC, Oman announces the preparation, 

adoption and implementation of a Fleet Restructuring Plan with a 
view to reduce YF catches.
• To this respect, Ministry of Fisheries of Oman has recently created a 

Task Force focus exclusively on IOTC matters, composed by fisheries
officers, stakeholders and supported with external consultants. 
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Striving to become a developed country, the Sultanate of Oman is building a productive and diversified
economy, founded on innovation, integration of roles, and equal opportunities; to ultimately achieve inclusive
and sustainable development. Source: Oman 2040 Vision Plan https://www.oman2040.om/vision-en.html

The Sultanate of Oman overlooks a coastline that extends for 3,165km

The fisheries sector is one of the most important economic sectors and among the key sources of income for
the national economy. It is natural therefore to find that fishing is the main source of income for a considerable
number of Omani individuals and companies in the coastal areas.

On top of that there is an emerging industry fishing sector including processing and canning factories, and also
aquaculture projects.

Fishermen are becoming more professional, and there is a need to modernise the fleet sector without losing
the main principle of implementing a solid sustainable fishing activity.

https://www.oman2040.om/vision-en.html
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The main obstacle to support the current version of Resol 21/01 is that
imposes set catch limits mainly based solely of a period of time (2014) and, 
for others, 2015 (with due respect, Seychelles had just 25,000 MT in 2014 
versus 41,500 MT in 2015), that clearly discriminates to some CPs like Oman. 
Others CPs , with relevant diplomatic efforts, were granting time to “build
up” its YF quota, accepting this Commission to consider YF of other period of 
reference 2017.
Oman, as Coastal Developing State, respecfully requests to consider a 
different average period of reference, accepting the reported YF catches of 
the period 2020-2022 (considering that a relevant % of catches are made by
small vessels of les than 10 meters lenght).
The Maximum Sustainable Yield (Resol 21/01 set up 405,000 MT) will need
to be reviewed to update unreported estimated catches by artisanal fleet of 
Oman for period 2017-2018-2019. Similar exercice is being undertaken with
Indonesia. 
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• In this regard, since 2006 (by Letter 24 May 2006 ref. CoC08 [E]-add4 Sultanate of Oman Fleet Development
Plan) Oman has continuously reported in different meetings to the IOTC Oman’s plans to restructure the
artisanal fleet and to develop an industrial fleet that would be completed before 2025.

• As coastal State it has the right to develop an industrial tuna fishing and has a plan to carry out investments
in farming, canneries (which is already under construction).

• To this respect, it has plans to register just a few purse seiners. IOTC has already recorded in June 2022 one
purse seiner in the RAV -Authorized Vessels List. And a second newly state of the art purse seiner owned by
State Omani company shall be delivered by the shipyard soon, and has plans to start fishing operations in
November this year.

• In any event, these addition to the Omani fleet shall never increase the total catches of YF to be agreed in by
this Commission, under a new Resol.
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• Oman is fully committed to accept catch limits based on period of reference
2020-2022, that will progressively implement across a maximum period of three
years.
• To accept the 12,5% reduction based 21/01 Development CPs (Oman is in this

category) but under different period of reference

• Measures will apply to the whole fleet, including artisanal fletes, that will
implement an Artisanal Fleet Restructuring Plan shall relevant measures such as:

- reduction of structural effort
- new ATF fishing licences to new vessels units subject to withdraw older units
- limitation of YF catches per vessel
- review registry of active vessels
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• The implementation of the Artisanal Restructuring Plan and the support to Oman to an
amended Resol of Resol 21/01 will provide benefits to

• fishermen, 
• shipowners, 
• processing fishing industries, traders, canning industries both inside and outside Oman,
• quality of fish, 
• retail chain, 
• consumers and more important, 
• the environment and the Oceans respecting a sustainable fisheries of YF by the whole

Omani fleet.
• The industrial fleet will be monitored 100% with EMS, and all the related IOTC RMCM
• Oman remains available to engage with CPs and also with NGOs to provide more details

and receive comments to this proposal


