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The designations employed and the presentation of material in this publication and its lists do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) or the Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations concerning the legal or development status of any 
country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 

This work is copyright. Fair dealing for study, research, news reporting, criticism or review is permitted. 
Selected passages, tables or diagrams may be reproduced for such purposes provided acknowledgment of the 
source is included. Major extracts or the entire document may not be reproduced by any process without the 
written permission of the Executive Secretary, IOTC. 

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission has exercised due care and skill in the preparation and compilation of the 
information and data set out in this publication. Notwithstanding, the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission, 
employees and advisers disclaim all liability, including liability for negligence, for any loss, damage, injury, 
expense or cost incurred by any person as a result of accessing, using or relying upon any of the information 
or data set out in this publication to the maximum extent permitted by law. 

 
 

Contact details: 
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission  
PO Box 1011 
Victoria, Mahé, Seychelles  
Ph: +248 422 5494 
Email: IOTC-secretariat@fao.org  
Website: http://www.iotc.org 

mailto:secretariat@iotc.org
http://www.iotc.org/
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 Acronyms 

CDS catch documentation scheme 
CMM Conservation and Management Measure (of the IOTC; Resolutions and 

Recommendations) 
 CoC Compliance Committee 
CPC contracting Party (Member) or cooperating non-contracting Party  
EU European Union 
EEZ exclusive economic zone 
FAD fish aggregating device 
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations  
IOTC Indian Ocean Tuna Commission 
LSTLV large-scale tuna longline vessel 
MCS monitoring, control and surveillance 
SDP statistical document programme 
TBD to be determined 
VMS vessel monitoring system 
WP work plan 
WPICMM Working Party on the Implementation of Conservation and Management Measures 
WWF World Wide Fund for Nature 
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HOW TO INTERPRET TERMINOLOGY 

CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT 

This report has been written using the following terms and associated definitions so as to 
remove ambiguity surrounding how particular paragraphs should be interpreted. 

Level 1: From a subsidiary body of the Commission to the next level in the structure of the 
Commission: 

RECOMMENDED, RECOMMENDATION: Any conclusion or request for an action to be 
undertaken, from a subsidiary body of the Commission (Committee or Working Party), which is to 
be formally provided to the next level in the structure of the Commission for its 
consideration/endorsement (e.g., from a Working Party to the Scientific Committee; from a 
Committee to the Commission). The intention is that the higher body will consider the 
recommended action for endorsement under its own mandate, if the subsidiary body does not 
already have the required mandate. Ideally this should be task specific and contain a timeframe 
for completion. 

 

Level 2: From a subsidiary body of the Commission to a Contracting Party or 
Cooperating Non-Contracting Party (CPC), the IOTC Secretariat, or other body (not the 
Commission) to carry out a specified task: 

REQUESTED: This term should only be used by a subsidiary body of the Commission if it does 
not wish to have the request formally adopted/endorsed by the next level in the structure of 
the Commission. For example, if a Committee wishes to seek additional input from a CPC on a 
particular topic, but does not wish to formalize the request beyond the mandate of the 
Committee, it may request that a set action be undertaken. Ideally this should be task specific 
and contain a timeframe for the completion. 

 

Level 3: General terms to be used for consistency: 

AGREED: Any point of discussion from a meeting which the IOTC body considers to be an agreed 
course of action covered by its mandate, which has not already been dealt with under Level 1 or 
level 2 above; a general point of agreement among delegations/participants of a meeting which 
does not need to be considered/adopted by the next level in the Commission’s structure. 

NOTED/NOTING: Any point of discussion from a meeting which the IOTC body considers to be 
important enough to   record in a meeting report for future reference. 

 
 

Any other term: Any other term may be used in addition to the Level 3 terms to highlight to the 
reader of the IOTC report, the importance of the relevant paragraph. However, other terms used 
are considered for explanatory/informational purposes only and shall have no higher rating 
within the reporting terminology hierarchy than Level 3, described above (e.g., CONSIDERED; 
URGED; ACKNOWLEDGED). 
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Background information 

The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) Performance Reviews (2009 and 2015) contained 
recommendations that the IOTC should develop a comprehensive monitoring, control and 
surveillance (MCS) system, including a Catch Documentation Scheme (CDS). In particular: 

i. IOTC should develop a comprehensive monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS) system 
through the implementation of the measures already in force, and through the adoption of 
new measures and tools such as possible on-board regional observers’ scheme, a possible 
catch documentation scheme as well as a possible system on boarding and inspection. 
Recommendation 51, IOTC-2009-PRIOTC01-R - 56 pp. 

ii. the IOTC should continue to develop a comprehensive MCS system through the 
implementation of the measures already in force, and through the adoption of new 
measures and tools such as a possible catch documentation scheme, noting the process 
currently being undertaken within the FAO. Paragraph 149 (a), IOTC– 2016–PRIOTC02–R: 86 pp. 

These recommendations were adopted by the Commission and were the basis for an in-depth 
appraisal for the development of an electronic CDS (e-CDS) for the IOTC, and the results of the 
appraisal were presented at a workshop in Maputo, Mozambique, on 12 February 2019. This 
workshop recommended that a Working Group be constituted to guide the development of a CDS 
Strategy. The recommendation was subsequently endorsed by the second meeting of the Working 
Party on the Implementation of Conservation and Management Measures (WPICMM02), the 
Compliance Committee (CoC16) and the Commission (S23). 

Subsequently, eight Catch Documentation Scheme Working Group (CDSWG) meetings have been 
held. In response to a recommendation from the third meeting of the CDSWG, the Commission endorsed 
the Terms of Reference in November 2020. The fourth meeting of the CDSWG (CDSWG04) was the 
first meeting after the endorsement of the Terms of Reference. This report provides a record of the 
Ninth CDSWG (CDSWG09), as agreed to by the participants of that meeting. 

https://www.iotc.org/sites/default/files/documents/2014/04/IOTC-2009-PRP-R%5BE%5D.pdf
https://www.iotc.org/sites/default/files/documents/2016/04/IOTC-2016-PRIOTC02-RE_-_FINAL_0.pdf
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1. OPENING OF THE MEETING 

1. The meeting was held online, via Zoom, on 28 September 2023. 

2. The List of Participants is presented in Appendix 1. A total of 34 participants attended the 
meeting. The meeting was chaired by Dr Indra Jaya (IDN). 

 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 
MEETING  

i. The CDSWG09 ADOPTED the agenda provided in Appendix 2. 
 

3. ADMISSION OF OBSERVERS 

4. The CDSWG09 NOTED the admission of observers from Sustainable Fisheries and Community 
Trust (SFACT), PEW Charitable Trusts (PEW), World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and Invited 
Experts and FURTHER NOTED that there was no objection to their attendance. 

5. The CDSWG09 NOTED the presence of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) through the Team Leader of the Tuna Project of the Common Oceans Program. 

 

4. REVIEW OF STATUS OF MEMBERSHIP TO THE CDS WG  

6. The CDSWG09 NOTED that there are 109 nominees to the CDS Working Group, comprising as 
follows:  

• 24 CPCs with 96 nominees; 

• Four observers with ten nominees; and 

• Three Invited Experts. 
 

5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF THE CDS STRATEGY DOCUMENTS 

7. The CDSWG09 NOTED paper IOTC-2023-CDSWG09-02b on IOTC Catch Documentation Scheme 
Strategy (v3) and paper IOTC-2023-CDSWG09-03 on IOTC Catch Documentation Scheme - IOTC 
CDS Strategy Companion (v1). 

8. The CDSWG09 NOTED the presentation from the Chair on the mandate of the Working Group, 
the progress made to date and its agreed timeline of work and FURTHER NOTED the following 
three points for discussions: 

i. Revision of the IOTC Catch Documentation Scheme Strategy (v3): in order to resolve the 
outstanding issues highlighted by the Compliance Committee (CoC20) and incorporate 
any additional edits from the Working Group; 

ii. Elaboration of the e-CDS Concept paper;  

iii. Drafting of a proposal for an IOTC Resolution on Catch Documentation Scheme. 

9. The CDSWG09 NOTED that the e-CDS Concept paper will be commissioned to a consultant due 
to its technical nature and FURTHER NOTED that the e-CDS Concept paper may not be ready for 
the next CDSWG meeting of February 2024.  

10. The CDSWG09 NOTED the challenges that transitioning from a trade-based CDS to a fisheries-
based CDS may pose and AGREED not to determine a date for implementing the transition, but 
to initiate discussion in 2026-2029 as indicated in the Timeline Table of the CDS Strategy. 

https://iotc.org/documents/iotc-catch-documentation-scheme-strategy-clean-version
https://iotc.org/documents/iotc-catch-documentation-scheme-strategy
https://iotc.org/documents/iotc-catch-documentation-scheme-strategy
https://iotc.org/documents/iotc-catch-documentation-scheme-iotc-cds-strategy-companion-0
https://iotc.org/documents/iotc-catch-documentation-scheme-iotc-cds-strategy-companion-0
https://iotc.org/documents/iotc-catch-documentation-scheme-iotc-cds-strategy-companion-0
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11. The CDSWG09 NOTED changes to the IOTC CDS Strategy (v3) proposed by members during the 
meeting relating to: 

i. Deleted paragraph 2.9 on “Monitor and evaluate as per 0.7”, in V2 to be reinstated and 
renumbered as 2.8; 

ii. Ensure that the Timeline table activity numbers are aligned with the content of the 
narrative in the body of the document. 

12. The CDSWG09 AGREED that discussions on section 4, on the implications of a port State or 
importing State not being party to the IOTC, be discussed and implemented at the time/year 
indicated in the Timeline Table of the CDS Strategy. 

13. The CDSWG09 AGREED to present the IOTC CDS Strategy v4 for the information of the 
Commission.  

14. The CDSWG09 NOTED that a proposal for an IOTC Resolution on CDS, extracted from the 
consultant report on “Developing a comprehensive MCS system and an electronic Catch 
Documentation Scheme for IOTC” of December 2018, is available at Annex IV of the Strategy 
Companion. 

15. The CDSWG09 NOTED that the proposal for an IOTC Resolution on CDS needs to be aligned 
with the IOTC CDS Strategy documents and FURTHER NOTED that other RFMOs have already 
adopted CMMs on CDS that could be used as reference for the proposal of an IOTC Resolution 
on CDS. 

16. The CDSWG09 AGREED to commission the development of the e-CDS Concept Paper to a 
consultant. 

17. The CDSWG09 REQUESTED the IOTC Secretariat to work with the consultant and the Chair on 
updating the proposal for an IOTC Resolution on CDS with due consideration to other existing 
CMMs on CDS adopted by other RFMOs. 

18. The CDSWG09 AGREED that any comments concerning the drafting of an IOTC Resolution on 
CDS be communicated to the IOTC Secretariat with the Chair in copy. 

 

6. DATES OF THE NEXT CDSWG MEETINGS 

19. The CDSWG09 NOTED that the next meeting of the CDSWG had been set by the Commission 
for 12 February 2024, back-to-back with the meetings of the VMSWG and the Seventh Working 
Party on the Implementation of Conservation and Management Measures (WPICMM07). 

20. The CDSWG09 AGREED that the next CDSWG meeting be held virtually, if no CPC offers to host 
the WPICMM07. 

 

7. ANY OTHER MATTERS 

21. The CDSWG09 DISCUSSED the possibility of combining both the VMSWG and CDSWG into a one 
single group with the objectives of attracting wider participation, save resources and reduce 
the number of meetings.  The CDSWG09 AGREED that a proposal will need to be made to the 
Compliance Committee and Commission for that. 

22. The Report of the meeting was adopted by correspondence on 20 October 2023. 
 

http://www.iotc.org/sites/default/files/documents/2023/09/IOTC-2023-CDSWG09-02_-_IOTC_CDS_Strategy%20v4.pdf
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APPENDIX 1  
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 
CHAIRPERSON 
 

Mr Indra JAYA 
Head of National 
Committee on Fish Stock 
Assessment 
Indonesia 
indrajaya123@gmail.com 
 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON 
 
Mr Ansuman DAS 
Department of Fisheries 
India 
ansuman@fsi.gov.in  
 
PARTICIPANTS  
 
Mrs. Julie BIBI 
Seychelles Fishing 
Authority 
jjean@sfa.sc  
 
Ms Supinda 
CHONGSUEBSUK  
Department of Fisheries  
Thailand 
supindac@dof.mail.go.th  
 
Mme Coralie MICHAUD 
France (OT) 
coralie.michaud@mer.gou
v.fr 
 
Ms Loreen ESTHER 
Seychelles Fisheries 
Authority 
Seychelles  
llesther@sfa.sc  
 
Ms Maleeha HALEEM 
Ministry of Fisheries, 
Marine Resources and 
Agriculture 
Maldives 
maleeha.haleem@fishagri
.gov.mv 
 

Ms Riana HANDAYANI 
Ministry of Marine Affairs and 
Fisheries 
Indonesia 
daya139.rh@gmail.com 

 
Mr Kimiyoshi HIWATARI 
Fisheries Agency 
Japan 
kimiyosi_hiwatari190@maff.go.j
p  

 
Mr Shakeel Sen MAHADOO 
Fisheries Division 
Mauritius 
smahadoo@hotmail.com 

 
Mr Marcus M 
Department of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources 
Sri Lanka  
mmallikage67@gmail.com 
 
Ms Laura MAROT 
European Commission 
DG Maritime Affairs and 
Fisheries 
European Union 
Laura.marot@ec.europa.eu  

 
Mr Stefan MAY  
Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs 
United Kingdom 
Stefan.May@defra.gov.uk 

 
Mr. Thanaphon MEETAWEE 
Department of Fisheries  
Thailand 
thanaphon.m@dof.mail.go.th  

 
Ms Lucie OROZCO 
France (OT) 
lucie.orozco@mer.gouv.fr  
 
 
 

Sri PATMIARSIH 
Ministry of Marine Affairs and 
Fisheries 
Indonesia  
sripatmiarsih@gmail.com  
 
Mr Marolova Antoine 
RASOLOMAMPIONONA  
Direction générale de la pêche et 
de l’aquaculture 
Madagascar 
lovastat.mrhp@gmail.com 

 
Mr Patrick SACHS 
Fisheries Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry 
Australia  
Patrick.Sachs@aff.gov.au 
 
Ms Chidchanok SANGNITIDAJ  
Department of Fisheries  
Thailand 
fishlanding60@gmail.com  

 
Mr. Beverly SAN JUAN 
Philippines  
beyessanjuan@gmail.com  

 
Ms Mathilde SBINNE 
France (OT) 
mathilde.sbinne@mer.gouv.fr  

 
Ms Chutima SITTIWONG 
Department of Fisheries 
Thailand 
chusittiwong@gmail.com 
 
Ms Ririk K SULISTYANINGSIH  
Ministry of Marine Affairs and 
Fisheries 
Indonesia 
rk.sulistyaningsih11@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Isidro TANANGONAN 
Philippines 
itanangonan@bfar.da.gov.ph 

mailto:indrajaya123@gmail.com
mailto:ansuman@fsi.gov.in
mailto:jjean@sfa.sc
mailto:supindac@dof.mail.go.th
mailto:coralie.michaud@mer.gouv.fr
mailto:coralie.michaud@mer.gouv.fr
mailto:llesther@sfa.sc
mailto:maleeha.haleem@fishagri.gov.mv
mailto:maleeha.haleem@fishagri.gov.mv
mailto:daya139.rh@gmail.com
mailto:kimiyosi_hiwatari190@maff.go.jp
mailto:kimiyosi_hiwatari190@maff.go.jp
mailto:smahadoo@hotmail.com
mailto:mmallikage67@gmail.com
mailto:Laura.marot@ec.europa.eu
mailto:Stefan.May@defra.gov.uk
mailto:thanaphon.m@dof.mail.go.th
mailto:lucie.orozco@mer.gouv.fr
mailto:sripatmiarsih@gmail.com
mailto:lovastat.mrhp@gmail.com
mailto:Patrick.Sachs@aff.gov.au
mailto:fishlanding60@gmail.com
mailto:beyessanjuan@gmail.com
mailto:mathilde.sbinne@mer.gouv.fr
mailto:chusittiwong@gmail.com
mailto:rk.sulistyaningsih11@gmail.com
mailto:itanangonan@bfar.da.gov.ph
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Australian Fisheries 
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Ms. Sepalika WICKRAMASINGHE 
Department of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources 
Sri Lanka 
sepalikawic@gmail.com 

 
Ms Sirikan YEAMUBON 
Department of Fisheries  
Thailand 
june_div@hotmail.com 

 
  

 
INVITED EXPERTS 

 
Mr Ken Chien-Nan LIN 
Fisheries Agency 
chiennan@ms1.fa.gov.tw 

 
Mr David LEE 

 
 
 

 
OBSERVERS 

 
FAO 
Mr Kim STOBBERUP 
FAO 
kim.friedman@fao.org  
 
NGOs 
Mr Nikolas EVANGELIDES 
Pew Charitable Trusts 
nevangelides@pewtrusts.org  

 
Ms Beatrice KINYUA 
Sustainable Fisheries and 
Communities Trust 
beatrice.kinyua@sfact.org 

 
Mr Umair SHAHID 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
ushahid@wwf.org.pk  

 
Mr Eduardo VIDEIRA 
Wold Wide Fund for Nature 
evideira@wwf.org.mz  

 
 

 
 IOTC SECRETARIAT 

 
Mr José Antonio ACUÑA BARROS 
Jose.Acuna@fao.org 

 
Mr Gerard DOMINGUE 
Gerard.Domingue@fao.org 

 
Mr Florian GIROUX 
florian.giroux@fao.org 

 
Ms Mirose GOVINDEN 
mirose.govinden@fao.org  
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APPENDIX 2  
AGENDA OF THE MEETING 

 

ADOPTED AGENDA: NINTH MEETING OF THE CATCH DOCUMENTATION 
SCHEME WORKING GROUP 

 

Date: 28 September 2023 

Location: Online 

Platform: Zoom 

Time: 1100–1500 hrs Seychelles time 

Chair: Dr Indra Jaya (Indonesia) Vice-chair: Dr Ansuman Das (India) 
 

1. OPENING OF THE MEETING (Chair) 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MEETING (Chair/Plenary) 

3. ADMISSION OF OBSERVERS (Chair) 

4. REVIEW OF STATUS OF MEMBERSHIP TO THE CDSWG (Chair/Secretariat) 

5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF THE IOTC CDS STRATEGY DOCUMENTS, AS AMENDED BY 
CoC20 (Chair/Secretariat) 

6. DATE OF NEXT CDSWG MEETING (Plenary) 

7. ANY OTHER MATTERS (Plenary) 

 


