If a turtle become inactive, keep the rear
flippers raised about 20 cm off the deck. Keep
the turtle covered with wet cloth, in a shaded
area until it recovers.

After the turle recovers gently release it back to
the water, then record the identified species.

Do not place turtles upside down on the deck or
expose turtles to direct sunshine or lift turtles by
their flippers.

Do not place the
turtle upside down.
Turtles cannot breathe
in this position.

’ Do not lift
Do not expose the them by the
turtle to the sun. flippers.

Guidelines for gillnet fishing

If a turtle gets entangled in a gillnet, stop hauling
the net, then gently take the turtle onboard with
the net

Once the turtle is safely onboard, cut the net
with a net cutter to untangle the turtle. Then,
gently release the turtle back to the water.
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International best practices for
the safe handling and live
release of sea turtles

Five species of sea turtle - loggerhead
turtle, green turtle, hawksbill turtle,
leatherback turtle and olive ridley turtle -
are commonly found in Sri Lankan
waters. Sea turtles are protected under Fauna and
Flora Protection (Amendment), No.22 of 2009 and
the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act, No 2 of
1996. Sea turtles are protected under Appendix | of
the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
Agreement.

These guidelines have been prepared for Sri Lankan
fishermen by the Fishing Operations Division of the
Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources to
promote international best practices for the safe
handling and live release of sea turtles and in
accordance with Indian Ocean Tuna Commission
Resolution 12/04, on the conservation of sea turtles.

The species and condition upon release of every
sea turtle caught must be recorded in the catch
datasheet

For further information or details please contact
" Director General, Department of Fisheries and
gp'ﬁg Aquatic Resources (dg@fisheriesdept.gov.lk)
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Guidelines for Iongline fIShlng If the turtle can be lifted safely onboard Use a l?olt cutter to cu.t the'the hook, before
removing the hook using pliers.
Lift the turtle onboard by using a dip-net or an

If the turtle cannot be lifted safely animal sling.
onboard

Remove the hook by using a long-handled ‘pig
tail’ de-hooker. Use a long-handled line cutter to
cut and untangle the line.

Use a short-handled de-hooker or deep-hooked

Once onboard, place the turtle in a car tire to de-hooker to remove the hook from inside the
keep it calm. Always hold the turtle by the side mouth or throat.
of the shell.

,

If it is not possible to de-hook the turtle, cut the
line as close to the turtle as possible, using a
long-handled line cutter.

Open the mouth of the turtle using a piece of

wood or a mouth gag.
If the point of insertion of the hook is not clear,

then cut the line as close to the hook as possible,
using a line cutter
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