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REQUEST TO DELETE A VESSEL FROM THE IUU VESSELS LIST 

Prepared by IOTC Secretariat, 06 April 2024 

PURPOSE 

To provide information and evidence received by the IOTC Secretariat to the Compliance Committee to assist it 

in taking a decision on: 

• A request to delete a vessel from the IUU Vessels List. 

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with Paragraph 22 of IOTC Resolution 18/03 On establishing a list of vessels presumed to have 

carried out illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in the IOTC Area: 

The flag State of a vessel included in the IUU Vessel List may request the removal of the vessel from 

the list at any time, including during the inter-sessional period, by providing information to the IOTC 

Executive Secretary to demonstrate that: 

a) i) it has adopted measures such that the vessel Owner and all other nationals employed on 

that vessel that engage in fishing and fishing related activities within the IOTC Area for 

species covered by the IOTC Agreement comply with all IOTC Conservation and 

Management Measures; and 

ii) it is effectively assuming and will continue to effectively assume its flag State 

responsibilities with regard to the monitoring and control of the fishing activities of this 

vessel; and 

iii) it has taken effective action against the Owner, Operator and Master (where appropriate) 

in response to the IUU fishing activities that resulted in the vessel’s inclusion in the IUU 

Vessel List including prosecution and imposition of sanctions of adequate severity; 

or 

b) The vessel has changed ownership and that the new Owner can establish that the previous 

Owner no longer has any operational, legal, financial or real interests whether direct or 

indirect in the vessel or exercises control over it and that the new Owner has not participated 

in any IUU fishing activities in the preceding 5 years; or 

c) The vessel has been sunk or scrapped; or 

d) Any prosecution and/or sanctions regarding the vessel that conducted IUU fishing activities 

has been concluded by both the nominating CPC and the flag State of the vessel 

It should be noted that the information and evidence were received by the Secretariat more than 55 days before 

the annual Compliance Committee meeting which, under normal circumstances, would have qualified the matter 

to be dealt with through the intersessional delisting process. However, it was agreed between the Thai authority 

and the IOTC Secretariat that the request will be presented at the Compliance Committee (CoC21) meeting since 

Thailand is not the flag State of the CHOTCHAINAVEE 35. 

INFORMATION REPORTED TO THE IOTC SECRETARIAT 

Information and evidence have been received concerning the flagless vessel, CHOTCHAINAVEE 35, which was 

included in the IOTC IUU Vessels List in June 2019.  The information and evidence have been submitted by 

Thailand, who was the proponent for the IUU listing of this vessel.  As adduced by the evidence available, the 

matter relating to the CHOTCHAINAVEE 35 was the subject of a criminal case before the Supreme Court of 

Thailand, whereby the Court ruled that that non-Thai vessel, CHOTCHAINAVEE 35, had legally fished in 

Puntland’s waters in accordance with the law of the Federal Republic of Somalia. 

RECOMMENDATION/S 

That the CoC21: 
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1) NOTE the information provided in document IOTC–2024–CoC21–07b, which will assist it in its 

deliberations for considering the request to delete the vessel, CHOTCHAINAVEE 35, from the IOTC 

IUU Vessels List. 

2) NOTE that the ruling of the Supreme Court of Thailand, that the vessel, CHOTCHAINAVEE 35, was 

duly authorised to fish in the waters of Puntland. 

3) NOTE that the proponent of the request to delete the CHOTCHAINAVEE 35 from the IOTC IUU Vessel 

List is not the flag State of the vessel. 

4) Make a RECOMMENDATION, for the consideration of the Twenty-eight Session of the Commission. 
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