	Proposal
	PropA. On management of drifting fish aggregating devices (DFADs) in the IOTC area of competence (cf Res 19/02) – Korea
	PropK – On management of drifting fish aggregating devices (FADS) in the IOTC area of competence (cf Res 19/02) - European Union
	PropR - On management of drifting fish aggregating devices (DFADs) in the IOTC area of competence (cf. Res 19/02) – (Indonesia, Pakistan, Somalia and South Africa)

	Application
	Applies to Contracting Party and Cooperating Non-Contracting Party (CPC) flag purse seine vessels fishing on DFADs aggregating target tuna species in the IOTC area of competence as well as associated supply or support vessels
	Applies to Contracting Parties and Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties (CPCs) having vessels fishing on DFADs aggregating tuna species in the IOTC area of competence
	Applies to CPC flag purse seine vessels fishing on DFADs aggregating target tuna species in the IOTC area of competence as well as associated supply or support vessels

	DFAD Limits
	Maximum operational buoys followed per vessel:
280 as of January 1, 2025
Reduced to 260 as of January 1, 2026
Limit on annual acquisition: Not to exceed 500 per purse seine vessel.
	Maximum instrumented buoys followed per vessel:
Reduced to 260 from January 1, 2026
Further reduced to 240 from January 1, 2028
Limit on annual acquisition: Not more than 400 per purse seine vessel.
	Maximum instrumented buoys registered per vessel:
Capped at 250 as of January 1, 2025
Reduced to 200 as of January 1, 2026
Limit on annual acquisition: CPCs must ensure that no more than 300 instrumented buoys are acquired annually for each flag purse seine vessel.

	DFAD register
	· Specifies requirements for CPCs to submit information for inclusion in the DFAD Register.
· Outlines details such as unique DFAD and buoy reference numbers, vessel and buoy owner names, vessel register numbers, flag state, buoy manufacturer, and model name.
	· Describes the development and maintenance of an electronic register for instrumented buoys by the IOTC Secretariat.
· Specifies the timeline for testing and implementation of the electronic register, as well as access and verification procedures.
· Includes provisions for registration of buoys deployed before the implementation of the register, activation and deactivation notifications, and confidentiality of data.
	· Highlights the responsibility of the WGFAD and Scientific Committee to provide guidelines and technological tools for the DFAD Register.
· Contains similar information requirements as Texts 1 and 2, including unique reference numbers, vessel and buoy owner names, vessel register numbers, flag state, buoy manufacturer, and model name.

	DFAD Management
	· Specifies obligations for CPCs regarding the use and deployment of DFADs.
· Covers aspects such as exclusive deployment of registered instrumented buoys, prohibition of non-compliant buoys, retrieval of non-compliant DFADs, and recording deployment activities in logbooks.
· Emphasizes the role of flag CPCs in ensuring compliance and reporting violations to the IOTC Executive Secretary.
	· Outlines reporting obligations and restrictions on DFAD usage and deployment.
· Requires daily reporting of information on active DFADs, including position and buoy ID, with monthly compilation and submission to the Secretariat.
· Focuses on measures for enforcing compliance, such as exclusive deployment of registered buoys and submission of annual reports on deployed buoys.
	· Provides detailed measures for CPCs to enforce compliance with DFAD regulations.
· Covers various aspects, including exclusive usage by purse seine vessels, deployment of registered instrumented buoys, retrieval of non-compliant DFADs, and recording deployment activities.
· Requires annual submission of reports on deployed buoys and recording of fishing activities associated with DFADs.

	DFAD Management Plan
	· Requires CPCs to submit DFAD Management Plans annually in their Annual Implementation Report.
· Specifies the inclusion of initiatives or surveys to minimize the capture of juvenile tropical tuna and non-target species, as well as guidelines to prevent abandonment, discarding, and loss of DFADs.
· Mandates analysis of the Management Plans by the IOTC Compliance Committee and Scientific Committee, with results reported to the Commission.
	None explicitly mentioned, but Res does note that the proposal supersedes Res 19/02 Procedures on a fish aggregating devices (FADs) management plan
	· Similar to PropA, requires CPCs to submit DFAD Management Plans annually in their Annual Implementation Report.
· Specifies the inclusion of initiatives or surveys to minimize the capture of juvenile tropical tuna and non-target species, along with guidelines to prevent abandonment, discarding, and loss of DFADs.
· Mandates analysis of DFAD Management Plans by the IOTC Compliance Committee and Scientific Committee, with results reported to the Commission.

	DFAD Monitoring System
	· Requires daily reporting of information on active DFADs by the instrumented buoy supplier company or their vessels, with monthly compilation and submission to the IOTC Executive Secretary.
· Proposes the establishment of a real-time DFADs Monitoring System (DFAD-MS) by January 1, 2027, with the development of administrative arrangements and terms of reference or regulation.
· Tasks the WGFAD and IOTC Scientific Committee with providing technical and scientific advice on developing the DFAD-MS.
	· Mandates that CPCs ensure their vessels do not deploy instrumented buoys on non-compliant DFADs, requiring immediate retrieval unless impeded for justified reasons.
· Requires CPCs to report cases of non-compliance to the IOTC Executive Secretary, who will contact the flag CPC with relevant information.
	· Similar to PropA, requires daily reporting of information on active DFADs by the instrumented buoy supplier company or their vessels, with a time delay of 30 to 60 days.
· Proposes the establishment of a real-time DFAD Monitoring System (DFAD-MS) by January 1, 2026, with the development of rules of procedure, including data standards, polling rules, cost arrangements, tampering prevention, and geofencing capabilities.

	Recovery and Reporting of Abandoned, Lost or Discarded DFADs

	· Encourages CPCs to combat, minimize, and eliminate abandoned, lost, or discarded DFADs deployed by their vessels.
· Encourages CPCs to attempt retrieval of abandoned, lost, or discarded DFADs discovered by their vessels.
· Mandates reporting of any loss of DFADs or parts thereof within 72 hours, including detailed information, to the flag CPC and the IOTC Executive Secretary.
· Requires vessels to attempt retrieval of lost DFADs before reporting the loss and record additional information for all lost, discarded, and abandoned DFADs.
	· Requires buoy owners to declare the end of use of DFADs deployed with their instrumented buoy.
· Prohibits vessels from discarding any DFAD or associated instrumented buoy and ensures that a DFAD is retrieved if its instrumented buoy is retrieved.
· Mandates inspections at sea and port to ensure compliance with marking requirements and reporting of DFADs found without required markings.
· Requires reporting of any factual information showing suspicion of violations of the resolution.
	· Prohibits deliberate discarding or abandonment of DFADs by flag vessels, except in cases of force majeure, and requires reasonable precautions to prevent accidental loss.
· Mandates reporting of any loss of DFADs or parts thereof within 72 hours, including detailed information, to the flag CPC and the IOTC Executive Secretary.
· Requires vessels to attempt retrieval of lost DFADs before reporting the loss and mandates reporting to relevant coastal CPCs if an active DFAD enters their EEZ.
· Requires recording additional information for all lost, discarded, and abandoned DFADs.

	DFAD Marking 
	· Mandates that the instrumented buoy attached to the DFAD contains a physical, unique reference number marking and clearly visible vessel’s unique IOTC registration number.
· Requires each DFAD to be permanently marked with a specific IOTC DFAD unique identifier, separate from the instrumented buoy, starting from January 1, 2026.
· Specifies requirements for marking the raft and sub-surface structure of DFADs with the vessel's unique IOTC registration number.
· Mandates inspections at sea and at port to ensure compliance with marking requirements and reporting of deployed DFADs found without required markings.
	· Requires the instrumented buoy attached to the DFAD to be permanently marked with a physical tag containing the unique reference number and the vessel's IOTC registration number.
· Mandates that each DFAD be permanently marked with a specific IOTC DFAD unique identifier, separate from the instrumented buoy, starting from January 1, 2026.
· Specifies requirements for marking DFADs and associated equipment with vessel's unique IOTC registration number.
· Mandates inspections at sea and at port to ensure compliance with marking requirements and reporting of DFADs found without required markings.
	· Requires the instrumented buoy attached to DFADs used by flag vessels to contain a physical, unique reference number marking and vessel’s unique IOTC registration number.
· Mandates each DFAD carried or used by flag vessels to be permanently marked with a specific IOTC DFAD unique identifier, starting from January 1, 2025.
· Specifies requirements for marking DFADs and associated equipment with vessel's unique IOTC registration number.
· Mandates inspections at sea and at port to ensure compliance with marking requirements and reporting of DFADs found without required markings.

	DFAD Closure
	None
	None
	· CPCs shall, as of 2025, take all necessary measures to ensure that their flag purse seine vessels fishing for bigeye, yellowfin and skipjack tunas do not fish on, deploy or maintain DFADs in the IOTC area of competence between 00:00hrs (UTC+4) of 1 July and 00:00hrs (UTC+4) 11 September (72 days) each year (DFAD Closure Period).
· The IOTC Scientific Committee shall assess the impact of the DFAD Closure Period on the biomass and fishing mortality of tropical tunas  at its session in 2028.
· CPCs shall take all measures necessary to ensure that, if their flag purse seine vessels and associated supply and support vessels retrieve the electronic equipment on their DFADs during the DFAD Closure Period, they retrieve the entire DFAD and keep it on board the vessel until landed in port or until the end of the DFAD Closure Period.
· CPCs shall take all measures necessary to ensure that their flag vessels do not deploy or maintain DFADs during a period of 15 days prior to the beginning of the DFAD Closure Period.
· CPCs shall take all measures necessary to ensure that during the DFAD Closure Period, their flag vessels do not conduct any part of a set within five nautical miles of a DFAD, meaning that at no time may the vessel or its fishing gear or tenders be located within five nautical miles of a DFAD while a set is being conducted.
· CPCs shall take all measures necessary to ensure that during the DFAD Closure Period their flag purse seine vessels or associated supply or support vessels are not used to aggregate fish, or move aggregated fish, including by underwater lights and chumming.

	Supply and Support Vessels
	· Mandates a gradual reduction in the number of supply and support vessels to one per flag CPC by July 1, 2025.
· Requires flag CPCs to report on the status of reducing the use of supply and support vessels in their annual Implementation Report.
· Imposes restrictions on flag CPCs with more than two supply/support vessels operating in the IOTC area after July 1, 2025, prohibiting them from deploying, maintaining, or using DFADs.
	Partially included under reporting obligations
	· Requires flag CPCs to ensure that no supply or support vessels are supporting purse seine vessels in the IOTC area of competence by July 1, 2025.
· Mandates reporting on the status of reducing the use of supply and support vessels in the annual Implementation Report.

	Data and Science
	· Mandates CPCs to submit data elements provided in Annex II to the Commission, following IOTC standards for catch and effort data provision.
· Specifies that data will be made available for analysis to the IOTC Scientific Committee, adhering to confidentiality rules.
· Outlines the responsibilities of the IOTC Scientific Committee, including analyzing data to provide advice on DFAD management options for consideration by the Commission.
· Emphasizes the use of all available data on abandoned, lost, and discarded DFADs when assessing the impact of DFADs on fish stocks and the ecosystem.
	· Requires stratified data submission by fleet, year, month, and grid, expressed as the average daily number of active instrumented buoys in each stratum.
· States that data on DFAD trajectories shall be made available to the IOTC Scientific Committee upon justified request for specific scientific analysis, subject to flag CPC agreement and confidentiality rules.
· Specifies the responsibilities of the IOTC Scientific Committee, including providing advice on FAD management options and assessing the impact of fishing gears on juvenile mortality and stock size.
	· Mirrors PropA in mandating CPCs to submit data elements to the Commission and making them available for analysis to the IOTC Scientific Committee.
· Similar to PropA, outlines the role of the IOTC Scientific Committee in analyzing data and providing advice on DFAD management options.
· Emphasizes the use of all available data on abandoned, lost, and discarded DFADs when assessing the impact of DFADs on fish stocks and the ecosystem.

	Non-entangling and Biodegradable DFADs
	· Mandates compliance with specific design specifications for DFADs to reduce entanglement risks.
· Imposes restrictions on the use of synthetic materials for DFADs, categorizing them based on biodegradability.
· Encourages CPCs to share experiences and knowledge on biodegradable materials in DFADs.
· Requires observers on flag purse seine vessels to collect detailed information on DFAD designs prior to deployment.
	· Sets forth similar measures to reduce entanglement risks and synthetic marine debris, including the use of non-synthetic and bio-based materials.
· Provides a timeline for transitioning to DFADs of higher biodegradability categories.
· Encourages CPCs to share experiences and continue trialing biodegradable FAD designs.
· Specifies reporting requirements to the IOTC Scientific Committee and consideration of assistance to developing CPCs.

SEE PROP_E

· Emphasizes compliance with design specifications to reduce entanglement risks and synthetic marine debris.
· Establishes a timeline for transitioning to DFADs of higher biodegradability categories.
· Encourages CPCs to share experiences and knowledge on biodegradable materials with the Scientific Committee.
· Requires observers to collect detailed information on DFAD designs prior to deployment.

	· Resembles PropA  and PropE in mandating compliance with design specifications to reduce entanglement risks and synthetic marine debris.
· Provides a timeline for transitioning to DFADs of higher biodegradability categories.
· Encourages CPCs to share experiences and knowledge on biodegradable materials with the Scientific Committee.
· Requires observers to collect detailed information on DFAD designs prior to deployment.

	Entry into force
	· Specifies the entry into force date of the resolution as January 1, 2025.
· Outlines a review process by the Commission at its 2027 session based on recommendations from the IOTC Scientific Committee.
· Grants a 6-month exemption period to CPCs not yet involved in purse seine fisheries using DFADs from the application of the resolution.
· Mandates annual reports from the IOTC Executive Secretary to the IOTC Compliance Committee on CPC compliance.
· Supersedes Resolution 19/02 on Procedures on a Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) Management Plan.
	· Declares the entry into force date of the resolution as January 1, 2025.
· Repeals Resolution 23/02 on the Management of Drifting Fish Aggregating Devices (DFADs).
· Supersedes Resolution 19/02 on Procedures on a Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) Management Plan.
	· Sets the entry into force date of the resolution as January 1, 2025.
· Indicates a review process by the Commission at its 2029 session based on recommendations from the IOTC Scientific Committee.
· Provides a 6-month exemption period to CPCs not yet involved in purse seine fisheries using DFADs from the application of the resolution.
· Requires annual reports from the IOTC Executive Secretary to the IOTC Compliance Committee on CPC compliance.
· Supersedes Resolution 19/02 on Procedures on a Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) Management Plan.
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