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INFORMATIO®NFISHERIEBESEARGKNDSTATISTICS

In accordance with IOTC Resolution 15/02 (3 YES
other data related CMMs as noted below), fir
scientific data for the previous year wel 30/06/2024
provided to the IOTC Secretariat by 30 June of
current year, for all fleets other than longlin
[e.g., for a NationBReport submitted to the IOT
Secretariat in 2024, final data for the 20]
calendar year must be provided to the Secretal
by 30 June 2024)
In accordance with IOTC Resolution 15/ YES
provisional longline data for the previous year w
provided tothe IOTC Secretariat by 30 June of | 30/06/2024
current year [e.g., for a National Report submitt
to the IOTC Secretariat in 2024, preliminary d
for the 2023 calendar year were provided to t
IOTC Secretariat by 30 June 2024).

REMINDER: Final longline data for the prev
year are due to the IOTC Secretariat by 30 Dg Revisedeport senton 30/12/2024
the current year [e.g., for a National Repq
submitted to the I0OTC Secretariat in 2024, fi
data for the 2023 calendar year must be provig
to the Secretaat by 30 December 2024).
If no, please indicat¢he reason(sandintendedactions:
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ExecutiveSummary

Total catch of marine fish from Malaysian waters in 2023 were In@llion mt, a slight decreased 2.9%
compared to 1.308 million in 2022. The total landing in 2023 were attributed to the catch from 49,173
registered vessels with trawlers, purse seines, drift nets contributed large percentage of the céitches
2023, marine fish production from the west coast of Peninsular Malaysia (Malacca Straits) contributed
670,137 mt (52.8%) out of the total catch.

TunafisheriesO2 Y G NA 6 dzi Sa c dp>Zcdun Yi 6podp:0 2F alfleail Qa
the main fishing gears in neritic tuna fisheries, especially th6319 GRT (Zone C) and >70 GRT (Zone

C2) vessel size, with longtail tuna dominated the landingevied by kawakawa and frigate tuna. In

2023, neritic tuna landings in west coast Peninsular Malaysia amounted to3iifbihcreasing by 37%
compared to 12,336 mt in 202R1eanwhile landings of neritic tuna the wholeMalaysia ranged fim

56,736 mt to 74,489 mt (2018023)where 55,233 mt neritic tuna catch recorded in 20Z8e highest

catch was recorded in 2017 with 74,489, irandings of neritic tuna in Malaysia appear to have stabilized

from 2016 to 2023.

The catch of oceanic tuna from the Indian Ocean increased 39.5% from 1,701.20 mt in 2022 to 2,816.02
mt in 2023. Albacore landings increased from 1,258.50 mt in 2022 to 1,970.65 mt in 2023. Albacore tuna
formed nearly 70% of the total catches in the forrh whole frozen tuna meanwhile, Yellowfin
contributed 25% and Bigeye 5% of total catches in frozen and gutted forms.

Malaysia have updated the national logbook to include all the species as requested in Resolution 19/04.
Monitoring of tuna landing and inspection by Port Inspector is ongoing. DOFM monitored and tracked
the deepsea and tuna vessels using National VMS .ND@dve installed CCTV on tuna vessels as a tool
for EMS.
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1. BACKGROUNIGENERAEISHERNMFORMATION

Malaysiaasatropical country consistof multi-speciesand multi-gearsfishery. Thereareover

100 commercial marine fish species in Malaysian waters and 15 type of figgding. Two

most efficient fishing gears are trawls and purse seines. The trawlers and purse seiners
contributed more than 75% of total marine catch and the rest of the catches are from
traditional gears.Intunafishery,the purseseinesandtrawlerscatch99%of neritic tuna and

the rest by traditional gears sucls,ahook and lines and gill netShe traditional gears
however caught more tunike species§combridag55% then trawls and purseine.Tuna
speciesrepresented nearly 5% of the totedarine catch in Malaysian waters. The Malacca
Straitsand the South China Sea are the two main fishing areas which contribute most to
catchesand a small portion from the fishing areas in Sulu and Sulawesi Sea, east coast of
SabaHhBorneaocontinent).Thereareoceanidunafishingactivitiesby the traditionalhookand

lines gear in the Sulawesi Seas. There are oceanic tuna species found in Malaysian waters,
the SouthChinaSeaand SulawesBea.Themainspeciesare yellowfintuna, bigeye,albacore

and skipjack.Theoceanidunais caughtby handlinewith smalltraditionalinboardboats,4-5

days per trip.

From 20122023, Malaysia continue to develop their tuna fleetslalaysiaopen two
designatedtuna portin February2016 (PenandPort& LangkawPort). A total of 16 vessel

have been licensed as authorized fishing vessel (AFV) by the Department of Fisheries
Malaysia to operates in Indian Ocean. A company based in Penang operates 4 tuna vessels in
the East Indian Ocean targeting yellowfin tuAdleet ofl2tuna longlinevessels and 1 carrier
vessel from a fishing compamperates in the West Indian Oceatargeting albacoe tuna
andthey unloadthe catches at the Port Louis,Mauritius. DOFMalaysiaare committed on
managinghe fleet andcomplyingwiththe conservatiorand managemenmeasure§CMM),

but due to the recentevised compliance assessment criteftalaysiamanageto get49.3%0n
compliane levelin 202.

2. HEEBTRUCTURE

12from 16tuna longline vessels are operating in Southwest Indian Ocean (WIO) and another
4 tuna longline vessels operating in the East of Indian Ocean (EIO). For vessels operating in
EIO, their target species are tropical tuna namely yellowfin and bigeye tuna and land their
catchesn Penand?ortmonthly. Meanwhilethe vesseloperatingin WIOtheir target species

is albacore. The vessels normally undertake a long fishing trips and all their catches were
transportedbackto the designatedoort in PortLouis Mauritius bycarriervessels.

One(1)carriervesselvasregisteredunderMalaysiaFlagandoperatedin areaof WestIndian
Ocean served for thg2longline vessels fishing in the area. UnBesolution23/05, Malaysia
longliners transhipmenat sea monitor by the IOTC observer under ROP.

The size of fishing vessels operating in the IOTC area of competence varies in LOA and gross
tonnage (GTjrom 25m-36mand70GTg 204GT respectively.
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Table 1: Number of authorised fishing vessels(AFV) operating in the I0TCarea of
competence, by gedype andsize

Year <24m >24m | Registeredvessels Geartype

2012 - 5 5 Longline(LL)
2013 - 5 5 Longline(LL)
2014 - 10 10 Longline(LL)
2015 - 5 5 Longline(LL)
2016 - 10 10 Longline(LL)
2017 - 19 19 Longling(LL)
2018 - 19 19 Longling(LL)
2019 - 17 17 Longling(LL)
2020 - 19 19 Longling(LL)
2021 - 20 20 Longling(LL)
2022 - 20 20 Longling(LL)
2023 - 16 16 Longling(LL)

3. CATCHANDEFFOR(BYSPECIESNDGEAR

Catch of tuna and tuntike species by Malaysian fishing vessels were based on the fishing
operations in the EastIndian Ocean (EIO)and West Indian Ocean (WIO). The efforts
represented by the number of berthing of the vessels at the fishing port and fishing hooks.
InWIO,the vesseldberthingat the port were carriervesselvherethey pooledthe catchfrom

several fishing vessels (6 vessels) at the fishing grounds before they returned to the fishing
port in Mauritius. For fishingperation in EIO, the fishing vessels berthing at Penang port
everymonth for tunalandingwith the averagdandingof 60 ¢ 80 metric tonnesmonthly. For

fishing hooks, based on the logbook records, one vessel usedc18000 hooks for each
fishingoperations.

Table2a. Annualcatchandeffort by gearandprimaryspeciesn the IOTGireaof competence
(High Seas)

Year ALB YFT BET MARL SWO SFA  SKJ SHK  MISC
2013 107.5 107.5 32.3 315 22.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.9
2014 713.9 77.3 60.1 254 93.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 76.3
2015 1049.1 161.7 60.0 24.6 116.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 126.7
2016 1330.6 155.9 1240 335 41.6 0.0 0.0 4.7 107.2
2017 1607.2 383.6 172.5 0.0 82.3 1.7 16.2 0.0 281.9
2018 1792.5 446.3 228.6 0.0 1122 20.7 135 0.0 2479
2019 1618.0 419.6 2353 721 169.7 16.1 14.8 6.1 2429
2020 1821.4 374.4 2509 106.2 148.7 9.3 7.4 0.0 286.6
2021 1277.1 390.8 3025 754 240.7 9.1 0.8 0.0 226.3
2022 1258.5 338.7 102.8 45.2 123.7 4.6 1.2 0.5 161.6
2023 1,970.6¢ 716.01 128.61 42.02 13559 1091 0.76 0.0 183.15
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Table2b. Annualcatchandeffort by gearandprimaryspeciesn the IOTGareaof competence
(Malaysia EEZ).

LOT KAW FRI BLT SKJ COM GUT
5180.8 6657.26 675.4 0.13 3.83 4707.36 828.77

Figurela. Historicalannual catchfor the Malaysiantuna fleet, usinglonglineand
primaryspeciesfor the IOTC areaf competence (High Seds)m 2013¢ 2023
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Figurelb. Historicalannualcatchfor the Malaysiantuna fleet, using purseseine and
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Figure2a(i). Map of the distribution of 2023 fishing effort by LONGLINE (DL.DF[IN]MS) for the
national fleet in the IOTC area of competence for the year 2023.
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Figure2a(ii). Map of the distribution of 2023 fishing effort by LONGLINE (DL.DF[IN]SW) for the
national fleet in the IOTC area of competence for the year 2023
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Figure2a(iii). Map of the distribution of 2023 fishing effort by LONGLINE (DL.DF[IN]TM) for
the national fleet in the IOTC area of competence for the year 2023
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Figure2a(iv). Map of the distribution of 2023 fishing effort by LONGLINE (DL.DF[IN]TR) for the
national fleet in the IOTC area of competence for the year 2023
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Figure2b(i). Map of the distribution fishing effort by LONGLINE (DL.DF[IN]MS) for the national
fleet in the IOTC area of competence from year average of 5 previous year22239
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Figure2b(ii). Map of the distribution fishing effort by LONGLI{IE.DF[IN]SW) for the national
fleet in the IOTC area of competence from year average of 5 previous year22239
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Figure2b(iii). Map of the distribution fishing effort by LONGLINE (DL.DF[IN]TM) for the national
fleet in the IOTC area of competence from year average of 5 previous year22239
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Figure2b(iv). Map of the distribution fishing effort by LONGLINE (DL.DF[IN]TR) for the national
fleet in the IOTC area of competence from year average of 5 previous year22@39
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Figure3a. Map of distribution of fishingcatch by speciedor the nationalfleet, in the IOTC
areaof competencdor the year2023.

YELLOWFINRUNACATCHDISTRIBUTIOR2D23

20.0°E 25.0°E 30.0°E 35.0°E 40.0°E 45.0°E 50.0°E 55.0°E 60.0°E 65.0°E 70.0°E 75.0°E 80.0°E 85.0°E 90.0°E 95.0°E 100.0°E105.0°E110.0°E115.0°E120.0°E125.0°E )

BIGEYEUNACATCHDISTRIBUTIORD23

20.0°E 25.0°E 30.0°E 35.0°E 40.0°E 45.0°E 50.0°E 55.0°E 60.0°E 65.0°E 70.0°E 75.0°E 80.0°E 85.0°E 90.0°E 95.0°E 100.0°E105.0°E110.0°E115.0°E120.0°E125.0°E ]

Page9 of 36



Indian Ocean Tuna Commission
Commission des Thons de 'Ocean Indien

\V/ Food and Agriculture
Q\‘/@ Organization of the

United Nations ioEc rtl)

IOTE2024cSC2ZNRxx

ALBACOREATCHDISTRIBUTIORD23
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SWORDFISEBATCHDISTRIBUTIOR2D23
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BLACKMARLINCATCHDISTRIBUTIO2D23
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INDOPACIFIGAILFISBATCHISTRIBUTIO2023
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Figure3b. Map of distribution of fishingcatch by speciedor the nationalfleet, in the IOTC
areaof competenceaverageof the 5 previousyear2019;2023.
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BIGEYEUNA(BETAVERAGEATCHDISTRIBUTIO20192023
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