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RESUME DE LA CONFORMITE AUX PLANS DE GESTION DES DISPOSITIFS DE 

CONCENTRATION DE POISSONS ANCRES ET DE LEUR COLLECTE  

Préparé par : Secrétariat de la CTOI, 5 mars 2025 

OBJECTIF 

Ce document résume les informations reçues des CPC de la CTOI conformément à la Résolution 23/01 Sur la 
gestion des dispositifs de concentration de poissons ancrés (DCPA). 

Le paragraphe 2 décrit l’application de la Résolution 23/01 : 

Paragraphe 2. La présente Résolution s’applique à toutes les CPC qui déploient des DCPA afin de pêcher 
des thons et des espèces apparentées relevant du mandat de la CTOI, à l’exception des 
pêches récréatives, et sans préjudice ou atteinte du droit souverain des États côtiers et de 
leurs réglementations nationales existantes. 

CONTEXTE 

En 2023, à sa 6ème Session extraordinaire, la Commission a adopté la Résolution 23/01 Sur la gestion des 

dispositifs de concentration de poissons ancrés (DCPA). 

Les exigences de déclaration prévues par la Résolution 23/01 sont incluses au paragraphe 4 et aux 
paragraphes 8 et 9. Le paragraphe 5 de la Résolution charge le Comité d’Application et le Comité Scientifique 
de la CTOI d’examiner les informations fournies et de soumettre un avis aux CPC sur les domaines à améliorer. 

Paragraphe 4. Les CPC développeront un Plan de gestion des DCPA conformément aux Directives de 
l’Annexe I et soumettront ce Plan de gestion des DCPA au Secrétaire exécutif de la CTOI avant 
le 1er janvier 2024. 

Paragraphe 5. Le Comité d’Application de la CTOI et le Comité Scientifique de la CTOI, chacun dans son 
rôle respectif, examineront les Plans de gestion des DCPA par rapport aux Directives de 
l’Annexe I afin de soumettre un avis aux CPC sur les domaines à améliorer. 

Paragraphe 8. Les informations détaillées sur les nouveaux DCPA déployés dans la ZEE des CPC (date de 
déploiement, position GPS et numéro INU) seront transmises à la CTOI dans les 21 jours 
suivant le déploiement des DCPA, et la confidentialité de ces données sera préservée par le 
Secrétariat. Les CPC tiendront également à jour un registre des DCPA déployés, perdus, 
abandonnés et rejetés et transmettront ces données au Secrétaire exécutif de la CTOI dans 
leur Rapport de mise en œuvre annuel. 

Paragraphe 9. Les CPC réaliseront des inspections en mer afin de s'assurer que les bouées des DCPA sont 
clairement marquées et de façon permanente avec un numéro INU. Les CPC ayant une 
capacité limitée pour réaliser des inspections en mer pourront mettre en œuvre des 
inspections au port afin de s’assurer que les DCPA déployés sont fabriqués et marqués 
conformément aux exigences précisées dans la présente Résolution. Les CPC indiqueront le 
nombre et les conclusions des inspections (en mer ou au port) dans leur Rapport de mise en 
œuvre annuel. 

 

  

https://iotc.org/cmm/resolution-2301-management-anchored-fish-aggregating-devices-afads
https://iotc.org/cmm/resolution-2301-management-anchored-fish-aggregating-devices-afads
https://iotc.org/cmm/resolution-2402-management-drifting-fish-aggregating-devices-fads-iotc-area-competence
https://iotc.org/meetings/special-session-indian-ocean-tuna-commission-ss6
https://iotc.org/cmm/resolution-2301-management-anchored-fish-aggregating-devices-afads
https://iotc.org/cmm/resolution-2301-management-anchored-fish-aggregating-devices-afads
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DISCUSSION 

Le présent document : 

• Inclut les soumissions des plans de gestion des DCPA de 2025 reçus pendant la période intersessions 
2024/2025 de l’Union européenne (France La Réunion/Mayotte; 2024 2025), de l’Indonésie (2024 
2025), de Maurice (2024 2025), des Maldives (2024 2025), tel que présenté au Tableau 1. 
L’Annexe 2 inclut le recueil des plans de gestion des Dispositifs de Concentration de Poissons Ancrés. 

• Présente une mise à jour du résumé de la conformité aux Plans de gestion des DCPA de 2025 (Tableau 
3), et l’Annexe 1 comporte les évaluations détaillées des plans de gestion des DCPA de 2025. 

HISTORIQUE DES SOUMISSIONS DES PLANS DE GESTION DES DCPA 

Le Tableau 1 présente l’historique des soumissions des plans de gestion des DCPA. 

Tableau 1: Historique des soumissions des plans de gestion des DCPA (2024 et 2025). 

Année EU MYT EU RUN IDN MDV MUS 

2024 N/S 14.03.2024 30.12.2023 01.01.2024 13.02.2024 

2025 N/S 18.12.2024 30.12.2024 29.12.2024 31.12.2024 
 

Remarque : 

Soumis 
 

Union européenne : A déclaré : « Le plan de gestion des DCPA de La Réunion soumis pour 2024 reste valide 

pour 2025. Pas de mise à jour requise » ET « Le plan de gestion des DCPA de Mayotte est toujours manquant 

et sera transmis à une date ultérieure ». 

Indonésie: Plan des DCPA conformément à l’Annexe 1 de la Résolution 23/01 et valide de 2024 à 2028. 

Maldives : Plan des DCPA conformément à l’Annexe 1 de la Résolution 23/01. 

Maurice : Plan des DCPA conformément à l’Annexe 1 de la Résolution 23/01. 
 

N/A Non applicable 
 

D’autres CPC de la CTOI (12) ont indiqué soit :  

- Rapport nul/Non applicable : La CPC N’a PAS de pêcherie sur DCPA dans la ZEE pêchant des thons et 

des espèces apparentées relevant du mandat de la CTOI, soit: 

- Rapport nul/Non applicable : - La CPC a UNIQUEMENT des pêcheries sur DCPA dans la ZEE pour les 

pêches récréatives. 

Cinq (5) CPC : CHN, JPN, KOR, LBR et PHL sont exclues de cette exigence de déclaration car elles ne sont pas 

des États côtiers de l’océan Indien. 

Soumission 
manquante 

 

Les soumissions sont manquantes pour 4 CPC États côtiers: EU-MYT, PAK, SOM, SDN et YEM. 
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• Informations requises : Plans de gestion des DCPA de 2025 

    

Figure 1. Taux de conformité de la Commission (CdA22, 2025) - Plans de gestion des DCPA de 2025. 

Conforme 3 IDN, MDV, MUS 

Partiellement conforme 1 EUR 

Non conforme 1 1 PAK 

Non conforme 2 3 SOM, SDN, YEM 

Non applicable 17 
AUS, BDG, COM, FRAOT, IND, IRN, KEN, MDG, MYS, MOZ, OMN, 
ZAF, LKA, SYC, THA, TZA, GBR 

Non applicable par exclusion 5 CHN, JPN, KOR, LBR, PHL 

CPC rencontrant des problèmes de conformité répétés 

Problèmes de conformité répétés 3 SOM, SDN, YEM 

 

• Obligation : Les DCPA doivent être marqués 

    

Figure 2. Taux de conformité de la Commission (CdA22, 2025) - Les DCPA doivent être marqués. 

Conforme 1 MDV 

Partiellement conforme 2 IDN, MUS 

Non conforme 1 5 EUR, PAK, SOM, SDN, YEM 

Non conforme 2 0  

Non applicable 17 
AUS, BDG, COM, FRA(OT), IND, IRN, KEN, MDG, MYS, MOZ, OMN, 
ZAF, LKA, SYC, THA, TZA, GBR 

Non applicable par exclusion 5 CHN JPN KOR LBR PHL 
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CPC rencontrant des problèmes de conformité répétés 

Problèmes de conformité répétés Néant 

 

Parmi les quatre (4) CPC qui ont soumis un plan de gestion des DCPA en 2025, une (1) seule, MDV, est 
conforme par rapport à l’exigence relative au marquage des DCPA. 

• Obligation : DCP ancrés déployés, perdus, abandonnés, rejetés et inspectés. 

    

Figure 3. Taux de conformité de la Commission (CdA22, 2025) - DCP ancrés déployés, perdus, abandonnés, 

rejetés et inspectés. 

Conforme 1 MDV 

Partiellement conforme 2 EU, MUS 

Non conforme 1 7 COM, IDN, KEN, PAK, SOM, SDN, YEM 

Non conforme 2 0  

Non applicable 15 
AUS, BDG, FRA(OT), IND, IRN, MDG, MYS, MOZ, OMN, ZAF, LKA, 
SYC, THA, TZA, GBR 

Non applicable par exclusion 5 CHN, JPN, KOR, LBR, PHL 

CPC rencontrant des problèmes de conformité répétés 

Problèmes de conformité répétés Néant 
 

Parmi les quatre (4) CPC qui ont soumis un plan de gestion des DCPA en 2025, une seule, MDV, est conforme 
par rapport à l’exigence relative aux DCP ancrés déployés, perdus, abandonnés, rejetés et inspectés. 

 

L’Union européenne a déployé 50 DCPA dans la ZEE ; 3 en 2024 (d’autres en 2023 rétrospectivement). 

Données obligatoires manquantes : Numéro INU, Type de DCPA, date de déploiement, position GPS. 

26 DCPA ont été déclarés perdus, abandonnés ou rejetés en raison de cyclone(s). 

13 DCPA ont été inspectés en 2024 ; aucune information soumise sur la « Date d’inspection » et les 
« Résultats de l’inspection ». 

 

Pour l'Indonésie, le rapport/les données obligatoires sur les DCPA ne sont pas fournis. L’Indonésie a déclaré: 
L’Indonésie est toujours en phase de discussion des réglementations nationales concernant les DCP avec les 
parties prenantes concernées, notamment aux services provinciaux/des districts/des villes, qui affirment que 
l'Indonésie a encore besoin de temps pour mettre pleinement en œuvre la Résolution sur les DCPA 
(notamment en ce qui concerne la collecte des données sur les DCPA). 

 

Pour Maurice: Toutes les données/rapports obligatoires sur les DCPA en 2024 sont fournis et complétés. Les 

DCPA déployés en 2024 ont été déclarés après 21 jours de déploiement. 
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DCPA déployés dans la ZEE : 26; 3 en 2024 (d’autres en 2023 rétrospectivement). PAS déclarés dans les 21 
jours suivant le déploiement des DCPA. 

3 DCPA ont été perdus, abandonnés ou rejetés. 

8 DCPA ont été inspectés en 2024. 
 

CONFORMITE DES PLANS DE GESTION DES DCPA 

Le Secrétariat de la CTOI soumet un résumé de la conformité aux plans de gestion des DCPA au Tableau 3. 

Les directives pour l’élaboration d’un plan de gestion des DCPA se composent de 21 sections/éléments qui sont 

évalués en appliquant la méthodologie suivante : Oui (O) : indique que le sujet est couvert dans le plan de gestion 

des DCPA ; Non (N) indique que le sujet n’est pas couvert dans le plan de gestion des DCPAD. 

Tableau 3: Résumé des évaluations pour chaque plan de gestion des DCPA soumis. 

PLANS DE GESTION DES 
DCPA (2025) 

EU FRA 
MYT 

EU FRA 
RUN 

IDN MDV MUS 

Année de soumission 2025 2025 2025 2025 2025 

Sujets couverts (O) 0 21 21 21 21 

Sujets non couverts (N) 21 0 0 0 0 

% de sujets couverts 0% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
 

 

Figure 1 : Niveaux de conformité des plans de gestion des DCPA par rapport aux directives, exprimés en 

pourcentage de sujets couverts (Annexe I - Résolution 23/01). 

 

CONCLUSION 

Les plans de gestion des DCPA de 2025 disponibles se rangent dans les différentes catégories suivantes : 

1. Plans de gestion des DCPA soumis ; 100 % des sujets couverts : Union européenne (EU FRA RUN), 

Indonésie, Maldives et Maurice. 

2. Plans de gestion des DCPA non soumis ; tous les éléments absents/non couverts : Union européenne 

(MYT). 
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Annexe 1: Informations détaillées sur les évaluations de la conformité des plans de gestion des DCPA de 2025. 

Remarque : Oui (O) : Indique que le sujet est couvert dans le Plan de gestion des DCPA ; Non (N) : Indique que le sujet n’est pas couvert dans le Plan de gestion des 
DCPA. 

 

PLANS DE GESTION DES DISPOSITIFS DE 
CONCENTRATION DE POISSONS ANCRÉS 

(DCPA) (2025) 
EU (FRA-MYT) EU (FRA-RUN) IDN MDV MUS 

Date de soumission Non soumis 18.12.2024 30.12.2024 29.12.2024 31.12.2024 

1. Un objectif N O O O O 

2. Portée       

- types de navires N O O O O 

- nombre de DCPA et/ou nombre de 
balises de DCPA à déployer (par type de 
DCPA) 

N O O O O 

- procédures de déclaration et/ou 
d’enregistrement pour le déploiement 
des DCPA 

N O O O O 

- plans pour le suivi et la récupération des 
DCPA perdus 

N O O O O 

- déclaration ou politique concernant la « 
propriété des DCPA » 

N O O O O 

3. Arrangements institutionnels pour la gestion des Plans de gestion des DCPA      

responsabilités institutionnelles N O O O O 

réglementation applicable pour le 
déploiement et l’utilisation des DCPA 

N O O O O 

politique de maintenance, de réparation 
et de remplacement des DCPA en mer 

N O O O O 

système de collecte de données N O O O O 

obligations de déclaration N O O O O 

3. Spécifications et conditions pour la construction des DCPA:      

caractéristiques de conception des DCPA 
(description) 

N O O O O 
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PLANS DE GESTION DES DISPOSITIFS DE 
CONCENTRATION DE POISSONS ANCRÉS 

(DCPA) (2025) 
EU (FRA-MYT) EU (FRA-RUN) IDN MDV MUS 

marquages et identifiants des DCPA, y 
compris des balises de DCPA, le cas 
échéant 

N O O O O 

exigences d’illumination, le cas échéant N O O O O 

réflecteurs radars, le cas échéant N O O O O 

radiobalises, le cas échéant (exigence 
relative aux numéros de série) 

N O O O O 

transmetteurs satellite, le cas échéant 
(exigence relative aux numéros de série) 

N O O O O 

écho-sondeur, le cas échéant N O O O O 

4. Zones concernées 

informations sur toute zone fermée, par 
exemple les voies maritimes, les aires 
marines protégées, les réserves etc. 

N O O O O 

5. Moyens de suivi et d’examen de la mise 
en œuvre du PG-DCPA 

N O O O O 

6. Méthodologies pour l’enregistrement et 
la déclaration des données indiquées à 
l’Annexe II 

N O O O O 

Nombre de sujets couverts et non-
couverts 

21 N 21 O 21 O 21 O 21 O 

Commentaires généraux du Secrétariat Plan de gestion des DCPA 
non soumis. 

Tous les éléments 
figurent dans le Plan 
de gestion des DCPA 

Tous les éléments 
figurent dans le 

Plan de gestion des 
DCPA 

Tous les éléments 
figurent dans le Plan 
de gestion des DCPA 

Tous les éléments 
figurent dans le 

Plan de gestion des 
DCPA 



Annex 2 

Collection of 2025 AFADs 
management plans 

CPC Date received 

European Union (FRA MYT) 18.12.2024 

European Union (FRA RUN) 18.12.2024 

fgiroux
Typewritten text
The 2025 ADFAD management plans are provided below as submitted in the original language

fgiroux
Typewritten text
Indonesia							30.12.2024

fgiroux
Typewritten text
Maldives							29.12.2024

fgiroux
Typewritten text
Mauritius							31.12.2024



European Union (France Mayotte) 2025 AFADs Management Plan 



 

 

 

Dispositifs de concentration de poissons (DCP) ancrés 
Mise à jour : 1er septembre 2022 

 

  

Nom du DCP Date de pose 
Date où l’agrégation 

sera effective 
Latitude Longitude 

Rayon d’évitage 
(en m) 

Longoni 05/11/2021 05/05/2022 12°35.719' S 45°12.565' E 1 469 

Majicavo 3 05/11/2021 05/05/2022 12°42.638' S 45°21.216' E 1 072 

Bandrélé 28/10/2021 28/04/2022 12°54.626' S 45°18.782' E 2 170 

Bambo 28/10/2021 28/04/2022 12°57.434' S 45°17.051' E 1 069 

Saziley 3 28/10/2021 28/04/2022 13°00.614' S 45°18.186' E 2 170 

Tsingoni 2 11/11/2021 13/05/2022 12°48.676' S 44°55.667' E 1 201 

Acoua 2 11/11/2021 13/05/2022 12°44.776' S 44°56.573' E 2 223 

Morne 11/11/2021 13/05/2022 12°41.475' S 44°56.182' E 1 940 

Vigie 3 01/08/2022 02/02/2023 12°44.88’ S 45°21.81’ E 1 763 

Vigie 10 01/08/2022 02/02/2023 12°50.16’ S 45°32.17’ E 3 749 

Dapani 2 03/08/2022 04/02/2023 13°04.62’ S 45°13.93’ E 2 933 

Dapani 10 03/08/2022 04/02/2023 13°08.58’ S 45°22.63’ E 3 930 

Longoni 10 05/08/2022 06/02/2023 12°30.367’ S 45°22.742’ E 3 875 

Iris 08/08/2022 09/02/2023 12°30.186’ S 44°56.16’ E 750 



N’hésitez pas à contacter directement le Parc naturel marin pour avoir plus 

d’informations ou bien effectuer un signalement relatif aux DCP.  

 

Règles d’utilisation des DCP par les pêcheurs de loisirs : 
- Uniquement les samedi, dimanche et jours fériés 
- Interdiction d’approche des flotteurs à moins de 10 m, interdiction de s’amarrer 

- Chasse sous-marine interdite dans un rayon de 1 MN autour du DCP 

- Au maximum, 5 grands pélagiques (familles des thons et des porte épée) 

- Pas plus de deux lignes gréées (avec au maximum 12 hameçons simultanément en action de 

pêche) 

 

L’ensemble des poissons pêchés dans le cadre de la pêche de loisir doivent-être marqués et leur vente 

est formellement interdite. 

 

 

 

Règles d’utilisation des DCP par les pêcheurs professionnels : 
- Interdiction d’approche des flotteurs à moins de 10 m, interdiction d’amarrage  

- Pas de restriction d’utilisation pour les professionnels mais les pêcheurs de loisirs ne peuvent pêcher autour 
des DCP que les week end et jour férié. 

- Interdiction de mouiller plus de 2 palangres verticales autour du DCP (1 MN autour des flotteurs) 

 

Un entretien annuel des DCP est prévu mais comme les équipes du Parc ne peuvent pas aller chaque semaine sur les 
DCP, nous demandons à tous les utilisateurs de ces dispositifs d’effectuer une veille sur leur état. Pouvez-vous me 
tenir informé le plus rapidement possible si l’un des capitaines de vos bateaux aperçoit un DCP abimé ? 

 

Nous demandons également aux pêcheurs de déclarer aux agents en charge de la collecte de données de pêche les 
captures effectuées sous DCP afin de pouvoir évaluer le rendement de chaque DCP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ce document ne contient qu’une partie de la réglementation « pêche de loisir » 

La réglementation complète (arrêté n°2018/DMSOI/601) se trouve sur le site internet : 

http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation- 
locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html 

https://parc-marin-mayotte.fr/editorial/quand-je-peche
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
http://www.dm.sud-ocean-indien.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/la-reglementation-locale-arretes-prefectoraux-r200.html
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Indonesia 2025 AFADs Management Plan 



 MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR  
ANCHORED FISH AGGREGATING DEVICE  

INDONESIA 2024-2028 
(1st January 2024 – 31st December 2028)  

 
 
1. Objective 

 
The objectives of fisheries management in Indonesia are outlined in Article 3 of Law No. 
31 of 2004 on Fisheries, as amended by Law No. 45 of 2009. These objectives aim to 
achieve optimal and sustainable utilization of fish resources and the fish resource 
environment. One of the key objectives is to enhance the management of fish resources, 
including the implementation of effective management strategies for Anchored Fish 
Aggregating Devices (AFADs) within the Fisheries Management Areas (FMAs) of the 
Republic of Indonesia and the High Seas for Indonesian fishing vessels. 
 
To support these objectives, there are two Ministerial Decrees issued by the Ministry of 
Marine Affairs and Fisheries. The first is Regulation of the Minister of Marine Affairs and 
Fisheries number 36 year 2021, which addresses the placement of fishing gear and 
auxiliary fishing gear in Indonesia's FMAs and High Seas, as well as the arrangement of 
fishing andons. The second is Regulation of the Minister of Marine Affairs and Fisheries 
number 10 year 2021, which focuses on business activity and product standards for the 
implementation of risk-based business licensing in the marine and fisheries sector. These 
ministerial decrees provide guidelines and regulations to ensure the proper management 
and utilization of AFADs and other fishing activities in Indonesia. 
 

2. Scope - Description of its application, concerning: 
 

a. Vessel types 
 

Fishing vessels that are authorized to utilize Anchored Fish Aggregating Devices 
(AFADs) for fishing purposes include those that use the following fishing gears:  
1. Small pelagic purse seiner operated by a single vessel; 
2. Large pelagic purse seiner operated by a single vessel; 
3. Handline/dropline (non tuna); 
4. Tuna handline/dropline; 
5. Rod, hook, and line (include tuna); 
6. Pole and line; and 
7. Mechanized pole and line. 

 
These fishing gears represent a range of methods used by fishing vessels to catch fish 
in conjunction with AFADs. They encompass various techniques and equipment 
tailored to different fishing methods and target species. 

 
 
 
 



b. AFAD numbers and/or AFAD beacon numbers to be deployed (per AFAD type) 
 

The FAD numbering code is applied to individual FAD owned by Indonesian fishing 
vessels whether they are deployed within Indonesian Fisheries Management Areas 
(FMAs) or in the high seas respectively. This numbering system is based on the 
provisions outlined in the Surat Izin Penempatan Rumpon (SIPR) or FAD Placement 
Permit. The assigned numbers are unique to each FAD unit, which is placed at a specific 
geographic location for a particular fishing vessel.  

 
The FAD numbering scheme consists of a combination of numbers and letters, 
arranged in a specific format, for example: 

a a . b b . c c c . d d d d . e e e e e 

 
For FADs placed within Indonesian FMAs, there is no requirement for them to be 
equipped with a specific electronic beacon. However, for AFADs placed by Indonesian 
vessels on the high seas, particularly in the Indian Ocean, additional requirements 
imposed by the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) should be followed, in addition 
to adhering to Indonesian regulations. 

 
c. reporting and/or recording procedures for AFAD deployments 
 

Fishing vessels that have obtained a FAD Placement Permit or SIPR are required to 
submit a report regarding the placement of AFAD. This reporting obligation falls upon 
the fishing vessel owners who have obtained the FAD Placement Permit, whether the 
AFAD is placed within Indonesia FMAs or in the High Seas of the Indian Ocean. The 
placement report must be submitted to the Director General of Capture Fisheries 
within a maximum of 5 (five) working days after the anchored FAD has been placed. In 
addition to government regulations, fishing vessel owners should also follow Res. 23-
01, as follows:  
 
“The details of the new AFADs deployed within the EEZ of the CPCs (date of 
deployment, GPS position, and the UNI number) shall be reported to the IOTC within 
21 days of deployment of the AFADs, and its data confidentiality shall be maintained 
by the Secretariat. CPCs shall also maintain a register of deployed, lost, abandoned, 
and discarded AFADs and report this data to the IOTC Executive Secretary in their 
annual Implementation Report.” 

 
d. plans for monitoring and retrieval of lost AFADs 
 

Monitoring activities for the maintenance and utilization of AFAD (Anchored Fishing 
Aggregation Devices) are carried out by fishing vessel owners according to their 
capabilities and needs. The government conducts monitoring and supervision of AFAD 
utilization by assessing the validity of documents, the duration of validity, and 
compliance with the provisions outlined in the documents. This supervision can be 
conducted on a routine or ad hoc basis. Routine monitoring or supervision is carried 
out by reviewing relevant reports provided by AFAD owners. Ad hoc supervision 
involves field inspections and may be initiated based on public complaints. 



 
To facilitate public complaints, the government has established an SMS Gateway at the 
number 0858-8888-417 and an email address at pengaduanpsdkp@kkp.go.id. 
Individuals can also send information or reports directly to the Directorate General of 
Marine Resources and Fisheries Supervision or the Technical Implementation Unit of 
Marine and Fisheries Resources Supervision. Additionally, they can report directly to 
the designated Service Officer in Charge of Fisheries in the Provincial Government. 

 
The government does not provide specific regulations regarding the retrieval of lost 
AFADs or components of AFADs from various causes. However, a similar obligation can 
be linked to provisions requiring fishing vessel owners who do not extend the validity 
period of their SIPR (FAD Placement Permit)  licenses to dismantle their AFADs. 

 
e. statement or policy on “AFAD ownership” 
 

There are no provisions relating to the declaration or policy of ownership of AFAD.  
 

3. Institutional arrangements for management of the AFAD Management Plans: 
 
a. institutional responsibilities 

 
In regards to the management of the AFAD, these institution/legal entity/person has 
been assigned with the responsibility to: 
1) Directorate General of Capture Fisheries  

• Receiving and processing applications up to the issuance or rejection of a Fish 
Aggregation Device (FAD) Placement Permit submitted by fishing vessel 
owners. 

• Receiving and evaluating reports submitted by fishing vessel owners who 
deploy and utilize FADs. 

 
2) Directorate General of Marine Spatial Management 

• Receive and undertake the processing of applications for Surat Persetujuan 
Kesesuaian Kegiatan Pemanfaatan Ruang Laut (SPKKPRL) or a Conformity 
Approval Letter for Marine Spatial Utilization Activities, which serves as one of 
the prerequisites for obtaining a SIPR  permit. 

 
3) Directorate General of Surveillance for Marine and Fisheries Resources 

• Monitoring and supervising fishing activities including fishing activities that 
utilize FAD. 

 
4) Owner of Fishing Vessel 

• Submitting an application to obtain a SIPR (FAD Placement Permit) 
• Placement of Anchored FAD according to the coordinate provided in SIPR 
• Utilize the AFADs in accordance with the existing regulations 
• Dismantling AFADs that have expired SIPR 
• Submitting placement reports, utilization reports, and dismantled reports. 

 



b. regulations applicable to the setting and use of AFADs 
 

The government does not establish provisions related to fishing gear setting 
procedures for fishing vessels utilizing anchored FAD for fishing operations. 
 

c. at-sea AFAD repairs, maintenance rules, and replacement policy 
 

The government does not establish provisions related to at-sea AFAD repairs, 
maintenance, and replacement procedures for fishing vessels utilizing anchored FADs 
for fishing operations. 

 
d. data collection system 

 
The collection of data on fishing activities conducted by fishing vessels that deploy, and 
utilize fish aggregating devices (FADs) is facilitated through reporting requirements 
imposed on ship owners. 

 
e. reporting obligations 
  

Fishing vessels that have obtained FAD Placement Permit are required to submit the 
following reports: 
1. For fishing vessel owners who possess FAD Placement Permit in both the WPPNRI 

and the High Seas of the Indian Ocean and have deployed their AFADs, a 
placement report must be submitted to the Director General of Capture Fisheries 
within 5 (five) working days after the FADs have been deployed. 

2. Fishing vessel owners who possess a FAD Placement Permit and have conducted 
the placement and utilization of FADs within the WPPNRI must submit a report on 
the utilization of AFADs to the Director General of Capture Fisheries during the 
extension process of their FAD Placement Permit. 

3. Fishing vessel owners who possess a FAD Placement Permit and have deployed 
and utilized FADs in the Indonesia FMA which are part of the IOTC competence 
area and high seas of the Indian Ocean are required to submit a report on the 
usage of AFADs to the Director General responsible of Capture Fisheries during the 
renewal of their SIPR, and following the provisions set by the Indian Ocean Tuna 
Commission (IOTC) accordingly. 

4. Fishing vessel owners who have obtained FAD Placement Permit but have not 
extended their permit, are required to dismantle deployed AFADs and must submit 
a report on the dismantling FAD to the Director General of Capture Fisheries. 

 
4. AFAD construction specifications and requirements: 

 
a. AFAD design characteristics (a description) 
 

Anchored Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) must consist of four essential components, 
namely buoys, lures or attractors, mooring ropes, and ballast or anchors. These 
components are governed by the following basic criteria: 
 



1. AFAD Buoys: 
Buoys used for AFADs should meet the following criteria: a) They can be made of 
natural or artificial materials. b) Buoys are horizontally mounted and float on the 
water's surface. c) Buoys are painted with contrast and durable colors. d) They 
are designed as floating structures that cannot be occupied or inhabited. [not 
covered by net material] 

2. AFAD Lures or Attractors with Sinkers: 
The lures or attractors attached to AFADs should meet the following criteria: a) 
They can be made of natural materials. b) Alternatively, they can be made of 
artificial materials that are not from fishing gear (net) or part of fishing gear 
(net). 

3. AFAD Mooring Rope: 
The mooring rope used for AFADs should meet the following criteria: a) It is 
made of durable material. b) It possesses strong resistance to the forces acting 
on the FAD. 

4. AFAD Ballast or Anchor: 
The ballast or anchor used for FADs should have the capability to sink and 
effectively hold a series of AFAD components in a fixed position. 
 
Illustration of the arrangement of AFADs essential components: 

 
Ilustration-1 Ilustration-2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 
b. AFAD markings and identifiers, including AFAD beacons, if any 
 

The identification of Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) is facilitated by utilizing the AFAD 
number listed in the FAD Placement Permit (SIPR). The AFAD number serves as the 
unique identifier since it is designed for each FAD unit and for a particular fishing 
vessel. The numbering system for AFADs is structured as follows: 
 

a a . b b . c c c c . d d d . e e e e e 

 
In the fisheries management areas of the Republic of Indonesia (IFMAs), there is no 
mandatory requirement for AFADs to be equipped with specific electronic markers. 
However, FADs deployed by Indonesian vessels in the seas off the Indian Ocean will 
adhere to the regulations set by both the Indonesian government and the Indian 
Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC). 

 
Following national provisions, every AFAD placed in IFMAs in Sea and High Seas Waters 
must be equipped with a FAD identification board and radar reflector. The obligation 
to install a radar reflector is to provide visibility of FAD by the radar system. FAD 
identification board must be made of strong and durable material measuring at least 
40 (forty) centimeters high and 60 (sixty) centimeters wide with a yellow base color 
installed upright on top of the FAD buoy. The information provided in the marking 
includes (a) the owner's name; (b) the SIPR number; and (c) the coordinates of the 
center point (latitude and longitude) of the location of the FAD placement. 

 
The construction and placement of FAD identification marks and radar reflectors is 
solely the responsibility of the SIPR owner. The shape and placement of FAD 
identification or marking, and radar reflector radars are as follows: 

 
SHAPE AND PLACEMENT OF FAD IDENTIFICATION MARK AND RADAR REFLECTOR 
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ttd. 

SAKTI WAHYU TRENGGONO 

Illustration of pole  

FAD Identification Mark 

Illustration of attractor 

Illustration of mooring rope 

Buoy made from metal or other artificial 
materials should be coated with a durable quality 
of white colour paint.  
Buoy made from 100% natural material  no need 
to be coated with paint 



c. lighting requirements, if any 
 

The government does not establish provisions related to the use of lights as part of the 
marking of AFADs deployed at sea.  

 
d. radar reflectors, if any 
 

The radar reflector is an essential component that must be installed as part of the 
marking system for Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs). It is highly recommended to use 
a round-shaped radar reflector, arranged like the picture provided. The radar reflector 
is typically made of metal material, chosen for its effective ability to reflect radar 
signals. While there are no specific regulations regarding the exact height at which the 
radar reflector should be placed, it is strongly advised to position it no less than 150cm 
above the water's surface. 

 
e. radio buoys, satellite transceivers, echo sounder, if any 
 

The government does not establish provisions related to the mandatory use of radio 
buoys, satellite transceivers, and echo sounders as part of the marking of AFADs 
deployed at sea. 

 
5. Applicable areas: 

 
The specific locations for Anchored Fish Aggregating Devices (FAD) within the Waters of 
the Exclusive Economic Zone of the Republic of Indonesia (IEEZ) have been regulated by 
the government through the Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries Ministerial Decree 
No. 7 of 2022. This decree outlines that fishing activities utilizing appropriate fishing gear 
are permitted within Line III of WPPNRI. The approved fishing gear includes (1) Small 
pelagic purse seine operated by one vessel; (2) Large pelagic purse seine operated by one 
vessel; (3) Handline; (4)  Handline Tuna; (5) Rod, hooks, and line; (6) Pole and line; and (7) 
Mechanized pole and line. Furthermore, the number of Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) 
allowed to be placed in WPPNRI, which is a part of the Indian Ocean, is set at 1909 units. 
Map indicates AFAD placement provide are below: 
 



 
 

 
 

FMA 
571 

 
AFAD 

Allocation 
47 

FMA 
572 

 
AFAD 

Allocation 
1130 



 
 
6. Means for monitoring and reviewing the implementation of the AFAD–MP. 

 
The monitoring and evaluation activities for the implementation of the Indonesia 
Anchored Fish Aggregating Device (AFAD) Management Plan involve the assessment of 
various aspects, which include: 
 
(a) Evaluation of AFADs deployment: 

This involves examining the progress and development of AFAD placement within 
Indonesia FMAs and the high seas. It will be conducted through data and information 
available within the licensing system. 
 

(b) Review of AFADs Management Provisions: 
The review of AFADs management will encompass any additions, subtractions, or 
changes made to the regulations and guidelines governing FAD management in 
Indonesia and those established by the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC). This is 
to ensure that the management approaches remain up-to-date and effective. 
 

(c) AFADs Coordination Meetings and Stakeholder Consultations: 
To enhance the management of AFADs for future periods, coordination meetings and 
consultations conducted with relevant stakeholders will be provided. These sessions 
facilitate discussions, collaboration, and the exchange of ideas and feedback from all 
involved parties. 

 
7. Methodologies for recording and reporting data specified in Annex II 

 
Currently, there is no specified data collection methodology for collection of data 
outlined in Annex II: Data Collection for AFAD deployed in Indonesian FMAs. However, 
data collection for AFADs deployed in IOTC area of competence is conducted through 
reporting by fishing vessels as specified in the said Annex II, which consist as follows: 

FMA 
573 

 
AFAD 

Allocation 
732 



 
Annex II: DATA COLLECTION FOR AFADS 
a)  Any fishing activity around an AFAD including catch and bycatch, whether retained 

or discarded dead or alive. 
b)  For each activity on an AFAD (including repair, intervention consolidation, etc.), 

whether followed or not by a set or other fishing activities, the, 
i.  Position (as the geographic location of the event (Latitude and Longitude) in 

degrees and minutes) 
ii.  Date (as DD/MM/YYYY, day/month/year) 
iii.  AFAD identifier (i.e. AFAD national identification number, beacon ID, or any 

information allowing to identify the owner). 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
(end of words) 
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Anchored Fish Aggregating Device (AFAD) Management Plan  

of Republic of Maldives 
 

 

 

Introduction  

The use of Anchored Fish Aggregating Devices (AFADs), locally known as Oivaali Kandhufathi, is very 

popular among the fishers of the Maldives. The AFAD project which started as an experimental project 

funded by the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations has proven to be successful 

and expanded into to a country wide AFAD installation programme. 

This AFAD Management Plan is prepared on a condition under Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) 

Resolution 23/01 “On The Management Of Anchored Fish Aggregating Devices (AFADS)”. 

 

AFAD in the Maldives 

AFADs are an important aspect of the Maldivian pole and line fishery. AFADs are intended to be used 

only by pole and line fishery targeting skipjack tuna and are deployed in oceanic waters some 8 – 20 

nautical miles from the shore.  

Experiments with AFADs began in the Maldives in 1981. The first attempt was an FAO-assisted 

experimental project (1981-82) to study the effectiveness and demonstrate the possible use of AFADs. 

Thereafter, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) sponsored the installation of AFADs 

during 1985- 1988. From the very first trials, AFADs have been a great success in the Maldives and since 

their deployment there have been a marked increase in catch. Due to the favourable outcomes of the two 

projects, government decided to implement a countrywide programme of FAD construction, installation 

and maintenance programme. 

Since skipjack tuna fishery in the Maldives is based on live-bait pole and line fishing, fishermen often 

spend long time searching for surface-swimming schools of fish. AFAD helps not only to reduce searching 

time and fuel costs, but they also have significantly contributed to increase in production. It has now 

become normal practice and routine for the small-scale fishermen to visit the closest AFAD first thing in 

the morning after collecting live bait. Only if fishing were poor around the AFADs would they search for 

free swimming schools. The larger fishing vessels generally venture further into the sea in search of large 

free swimming fish schools and mostly stop at the AFADs if the catch is bad. This is because the 

http://www.fisheries.gov.mv/
mailto:admin@fisheries.gov.mv
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guaranteed fish catch at the AFAD, though in small numbers, facilitated to cover the day’s fuel and other 

running cost of the vessel. Thereby, AFADs in the Maldives plays a vital role in the sustainability of 

fisheries and fisher’s livelihood for small scale fishers and larger fishing boats. 

The first few AFADs were installed on a cost shared basis with government and the fishermen based on 

the finance of fishermen and government. Later, private companies funded 50 percent of the total cost, 

while the other 50 percent was financed by the government. Now the government fully funds the 

construction, installation and maintenance cost of the AFADs. All this work is carried out from the start 

till now by the Ministry. The government of Maldives takes the sole ownership of AFADs installed in the 

Maldives. Since the Ministry is the only allowed institution to construct, maintain and deployment of 

AFADs, it ensures that the AFADs are not deployed in protected areas, reserves and shipping lanes.  

Ministry announces the deployment of AFAD (new or repaired) through various media channels, and it 

will be published in Ministry website. The Ministry maintains an inventory of the AFAD deployment, 

their geographic coordinates, dates of deployment and lost and other information. This information is also 

regularly updated and is available for public upon request. The anchored FADs are clearly numbered by 

the AFAD number and labelled “Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture, Republic of Maldives”. 

If there are damages or if AFADs are lost, the fishermen report it to MOFA or the island councils about 

the incident. In some cases, the AFADs are retrieved by the fishermen and are brought back to the island. 

 

Objective 

The major objectives of the AFAD Management Plan are:  

1. Improvement of the design of AFADs to reduce incidence of entanglement of marine turtles, 

sharks and other species. 

2. Improvement in information dissemination of deployment and lost AFADs. 

3. Strengthening monitoring, control and surveillance of fishing activities near AFADs. 

 

Scope 

The AFAD management plan will apply to all licensed fishing vessels operating under Fisheries Act of 

the Maldives, fishing for tuna near AFADs installed by the government in the Maldivian waters.  

http://www.fisheries.gov.mv/
mailto:admin@fisheries.gov.mv
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Since the Ministry is the only legal binding body to construct, install and maintain AFADS in the Maldives 

under Article 20 of the General Fisheries Regulation of the Maldives (Regulation No: 2020/R-75), most 

of the actions in the management plan falls under their jurisdiction. 

At present there are 65 AFADs installed for the purpose of pole and line fishing. The Ministry plans to 

increase this network to 100 AFADs.  

 

Institutional arrangements for management of the AFAD Management Plans 

The Ministry is responsible for managing and maintaining the AFAD network, and all AFAD positions 

are made public via the Ministry’s website. Recovering and bringing the buoy on to the closest inhabited 

island has a reward of USD 325 (MVR 5000). The Ministry keeps record of recovered buoys.  

As stated in Article 20 of the General Fisheries Regulation of the Maldives (Regulation No: 2020/R-75) 

any type of FADs within the maritime zones of the Maldives for the purposes of fishing may only be 

installed by the Ministry or a party designated by the Ministry. 

Since, under the General Fisheries Regulation of the Maldives, construction, maintenance and deployment 

of AFADs lies under the responsibility of Ministry of Fisheries and Ocean Resources, most of the 

implementation of actions and objectives in the management plan lies with the Ministry. They also are 

responsible to collect data and analyse the distribution and pattern of catches in AFADs and responsible 

for creating awareness and the development of AFAD fishery in the Maldives. 

Maldives Marine Research Institute (an institution under the umbrella of the Ministry) is responsible for 

the collection of scientific data from the AFAD associated catch.  

Fishermen and Island councils assist the Ministry to monitor the status of AFADs in the country. It is also 

the responsibility of the fishermen and fishing vessel owner to ensure the logbook data are reported to the 

Ministry.  

Ministry, Coast Guard and Marine Police are responsible to investigate and identify illegal fishing 

activities near AFADs and take legal action against it. 

Regulatory measures regarding the use of AFADs are outlined in Chapter 8 (Installation of FADs and 

management of FAD fishery) of the General Fisheries Regulation of the Maldives (Regulation No: 

2020/R-75). The relevant articles are as follows: 

 

http://www.fisheries.gov.mv/
mailto:admin@fisheries.gov.mv


 

 

 | 5 1   

Velaanage, 7th Floor                                                                                                                        

Ameer Ahmed Magu, Male', 20096 Republic of Maldives                                                           

 (+960) 33322625                   www.fisheries.gov.mv                   admin@fisheries.gov.mv                          MFORmv 

Article 20 - Installation of FADs 

(a) Any type of FADs within the maritime zones of the Maldives for the purposes of fishing 

may only be installed by the Ministry or a party designated by the Ministry. 

(b) A list of FADs installed by the Ministry (including their positions and other details) 

pursuant to Subsection (a) herein, shall be published and kept up to date on the website of 

the Ministry. 

(c) Release and use of Drifting Fish Aggregating Devices (DFADS) within the maritime zones 

of the Maldives is prohibited. 

Article 21 - Vandalising FADs 

Causing any wilful destruction or damage or removing any part of or bringing any alterations 

to a FAD installed pursuant to Section 20 (a) herein is prohibited.  

Article 22 - Fishing near FADs 

(a) Conducting any form of fishing other than pole-and-line tuna fishing within 3 (three) 

nautical miles from any FAD specifically designated for pole and line fishing is prohibited.  

(b) Conducting pole-and-line and handline tuna fishing within 1 (one) nautical mile from any 

FAD specifically designated for sports fishing is prohibited.  

(c) Carrying out the following activities within 3 (three) nautical miles of a FAD specifically 

designated for pole and line fishing as stipulated in Subsection (a) herein is prohibited. 

(1) Use of weighted line with live bait; 

(2) Trolling and use of weighted line with an artificial lure; 

(3) Any other form of Line fishing; 

(4) Use of Samoan silverside as bait; 

(5) Tying the vessel to FAD buoy or mooring line; 

(5) Committing any act that may harm or affect FAD; 

(6) SCUBA diving. 

Violation of any measure stated in the regulation is subjected to a fine. 

http://www.fisheries.gov.mv/
mailto:admin@fisheries.gov.mv
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Regular observation and monitoring of AFADs is tasked to nearby islands fishing communities. 

Designated expert team of the Ministry conducts repair and maintenance based on the report provided by 

fishermen.  

Information on the lost AFAD is obtained from fishermen. The replacement work is carried out by the 

Ministry. 

The Ministry maintain all data related to AFAD including position, depth, tether used, AFAD 

identification, installation and lost date for each AFAD deployed. Data related to the AFAD fishery such 

as fish catch near AFAD is collected through logbook reporting.  

Under the Maldives Tuna Fishery Regulation (Regulation No. 2022/R-139) it is mandatory for all vessels 

to report fish catch information through fishery logbook reporting. 

 

AFAD construction specifications and requirements 

The AFADs has four functional elements: float or main buoy, attractors – small set of floats, the mooring 

line and anchor. The float is a bright red buoy (2 m in diameter) built with a fibre glass shell 

and is filled with foam.  

The attractors are a set of small floating buoys (350 of them threaded to form squared mesh with floats on 

each side) with netting fixed to lay horizontally underneath the floats. The net is not hanging or submerged 

underneath and therefore highly unlikely to contribute to entanglement. Its function is to create a shade 

underneath the floats to give some sense of “protection” to the attracted fish. 

The length of the rope used for anchoring varies from 1800 m to 3000 m depending on the depth. The 

suitable location for deployment of the AFADs are decided based on information gathered from fishing 

community consultations and conducting bathymetric survey echosounder surveys. New AFADs 

replacing the old lost AFADs are almost always deployed at the same position. 

Each buoy is marked with the name “Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture, Republic of Maldives” and a 

unique serial number for each AFAD printed at time of deployment. 

The anchoring section consists of sixteen individually reinforced concrete blocks are arranged to form 

two large anchor slabs, each weighing approximately 1200 – 1300kgs. The individual blocks are designed 

to lock onto each other. Furthermore, corrugated iron bars are driven through prefabricated holes in the 

http://www.fisheries.gov.mv/
mailto:admin@fisheries.gov.mv
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individual blocks and welded to further hold the blocks together. These anchor slabs weigh enough to 

hold the FAD in position. 

The mooring section consists of 15% nylon rope, 75% polypropylene rope, 10% wire rope (plastic 

jacketed). Both these ropes are 20mm in diameter. In addition, long link chains, which are approximately 

15mm in diameter, are applied at the bottom of the mooring line to prevent the synthetic rope from 

touching the bottom sediments.  

To avoid accidents with maritime ships and travelling vessels AFADs installed within 5NM from atolls 

or AFADs deployed at the vicinity of a commonly used maritime route are equipped with a solar powered 

beacon light and radar reflector. 

 

Applicable areas 

AFADs are not installed in any Marine Protected Areas or marine reserves. In selecting location for AFAD 

installation, it is strongly recommended to avoid shipping lanes.  

 

Monitoring and reviewing implementation of the AFAD Management Plan  

Ministry and Maldives Marine Research Institute shall monitor the level of implementation of actions 

prescribed in the management plan and report to the Tuna Fisheries Management Advisory Board 

annually. The issues identified in the report shall be addressed and the management plan will be reviewed 

under the guidance of the Tuna Fisheries Management Advisory Board. 

 

Methodologies for recording and reporting data specified in Annex II of the Resolution 23/01 

The AFAD management section of the Ministry maintains all information and data collected related to 

the deployment, repair and maintenance. AFAD management section is responsible for maintaining the 

records of all AFAD installed across the Maldives and these include geographical position, depth, tether 

used, AFAD identification and history of installed and lost date for each AFAD deployed.   

 

http://www.fisheries.gov.mv/
mailto:admin@fisheries.gov.mv
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IOTC resolution 23/01  

Annex 1: AFAD Management Plan in Mauritius 

1. Objective 

Anchored Fish Aggregating Device (AFAD), commonly known as “Radeau” or “Bouée” in 

Mauritius, is a floating structure placed intentionally in the open sea to attract migratory 

pelagic species. The aim of the FAD fishery is to increase and diversify the income of fishermen 

as catch rate is higher as compared to lagoon fishing. Concurrently fishing effort is diverted 

from the heavily exploited lagoon to the outer lagoon, allowing the marine ecosystems to 

rehabilitate and increase the supply of fresh fish on the market.   

The main objectives of this AFAD Management Plan is to conserve the tuna stocks in the 

Indian Ocean,  control the use and deployment of AFADs to protect the marine environment 

and also to contribute to the collection of data on AFADs for scientific purposes.  

2. Scope 

Presently there are 28 confirmed sites where FADs are located around Mauritius. 21 FADs are 

currently active while 7 needs replacement.  Currently 4 SMART FADs (single buoy FADs with 

satellite sensors) have been deployed thus replacing the traditional rosary type FADs. 

Operational work to replace all traditional rosary type FADs is in progress. 7 new SMART FADs 

are envisaged to be deployed around the island as outer ring FADs and 1 new SMART FAD is 

to be placed at Poste de Flacq. 

a) Vessel types 

Small (Wooden/FRP) pirogues about (8-9 m) equipped with outboard motor engines 

and boat less than from 24 m LOA equipped with inboard motor engine from tourism 

sector. 

b) AFAD numbers and/or AFAD beacon numbers to be deployed (per AFAD type) 

Table 1 is a list of AFAD with ID number of all Single Buoy FAD (SBF) currently deployed 

at sea. 

c) Reporting and/or recording procedures for AFAD deployments 
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A monthly status of AFAD is prepared as a reporting process and subsequently a work 

plan is prepared for any required deployment of AFAD. Following approval works for 

maintenance and deployment is carried at sea. 

d) Plans for monitoring and retrieval of lost AFADs 

AFAD are regularly monitored by the research/training boat of the Ministry during sea 

trips. There is an informal inter-agency cooperation established with National Coast 

Guard, Fisheries Protection Services & Mauritius Port Authority agencies to assist in 

the retrieval of lost AFADs. Information is also received from various Non-

governmental organisation such as fishermen association & sport fishery clubs. The 

research/training boat of this Ministry very often conducts retrieval operations of 

AFADs.  

e) Statement or policy on “AFAD ownership”  

Section 25 of Fisheries Act 2023 of Mauritius, prohibits deployment and ownership of 

AFAD to general public, hence only the Fisheries Division deploys and manages AFAD 

program. 

3. Institutional arrangements for management of the AFAD Management Plans: 

a) Institutional responsibilities 
The Fisheries Division of Ministry of Blue Economy, Marine Resources, Fisheries and 
Shipping is responsible for matters with regard to AFADs in Mauritius. 
 

b) Regulations applicable to the setting and use of AFADs 
Section 25 of Fisheries Act 2023 of Mauritius applies 
 

c) At-sea AFAD repairs, maintenance rules and replacement policy. 
This is done in consultation with the artisanal fishermen community after sharing of 
information. 
 

d) Data collection system 
The Fisheries Protection Service (FPS) collects data on fishing activities around AFAD. 
 

e) Reporting obligations 
As per Fisheries Act 2023 of Mauritius (Sections 46 and 123)   
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4. AFAD Construction specifications and requirements: 

a) AFAD design characteristics (a description) (2 types currently in use) 

(i) Mauritian designed rosary type AFAD 

A typical Mauritian designed AFAD is made of 70 pressure resistant plastic floats of 

200mm diameter and mounted on a polyamide rope in the form of a rosary.  The floats 

are anchored in the oceanic sea by a polypropylene mooring rope and about one 

tonne of scrap iron as anchoring weight. FADs are set at depths varying from 400 m to 

3000 m and distances from 2 – 12 nautical miles from the shore. They however need 

constant maintenance and repairs to compensate for the wear and tear. 

(ii) Single Buoy AFAD 

Further innovations lead to the development of a  Single Buoy AFAD made of fiberglass 

reinforced plastic (FRP) about 600 litres in volume. The single buoy FAD would be 

moored primarily with composite rope (steel wire and synthetic fibre) for the first 200 

metres. The FAD would be fitted with satellite tracking system and echo-sounder 

technologies with real-time imagery data, salinity, sea surface temperature, position, 

biomass associated with FADs, etc, hence may be termed as a smart FAD. 

 

b) AFAD markings and identifiers, including AFAD beacons, if any 

Mauritian designed AFAD has a flag for detection by marine vessels during coastal 

navigation. The sites are identified in the navigational chart of Mauritius. Single Buoy 

AFAD are clearly named as “FAD DCP” for identification and institution body as 

“Fisheries Mauritius”,  contact details as “ +230 234 7207” & fitec@govmu.org.  

    

c) Lighting requirements, if any 

Single Buoy AFAD is equipped with a solar charged white flash light for night detection. 

 

d) Radar reflectors, if any 

Mauritian designed AFAD is equipped with 12’’ aluminium octahedral metal radar 

reflector on a pole and in the Single Buoy AFAD an Aluminium Tube Type Radar 

Reflector 4 x 23 Inches – 40 SQF Reflective Area is fixed in the central mast. 

e) radio buoys, if any (requirement for serial numbers): NIL 

mailto:fitec@govmu.org
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f) Satellite transceivers, id any (require for serial numbers) 

Currently four (4) Single Buoy AFAD is equipped with Marine Satellite Buoys and can 
be monitored by MSB+ software remotely by acquiring data transmitted such 
location, temperature, wind direction, sounding amongst others by inbuilt 
instruments. M3iGo117044, M3iGo117089, M3iGo127095, M3iGo117105 
  

g) Echo sounder, if any 

Depth sounding is carried out with two frequencies (50 kHz and 200 kHz at 3 m and 

150 m respectively). Moreover sounding analysis may be carried by using AI available 

with M3iGo buoys. 

5. Applicable areas: 

a) Details of any closed areas e.g. shipping lanes, Marine Protected areas, reserves etc. 

  

6. Means for monitoring and reviewing implementation of the AFAD-MP. 

Consultative meeting will be held as per Section 9 of Fisheries Act 2023 of Mauritius. 

7. Methodologies for recording and reporting data specified in Annex II 

Annex II: DATA COLLECTION FOR AFADs 

a) Any fishing activity around an AFAD including catch and bycatch, whether 
retained or discarded dead or alive. 

The AFAD Fishery is a small fishery involving artisanal fishermen who use small boats 
of 6-8 metres. They usually unload their catch on Fish Landing Stations and the 
Fisheries Protection Officers who are posted in Fisheries Posts along the coast record 
the data during unloading of the fishing boats.  

b) For each activity on an AFAD (including repair, intervention consolidation, etc.), 
whether followed or not by a set or other fishing activities, the,  

(i) Position (as the geographic location of the event (latitude and longitude (in degrees 
and minutes) 

AFAD are re-deployed in consultation with the artisanal fishermen community and 
site location is more or less the same. 

(ii) Date (as DD/MM/YYYU, day/month/year).   

As per Table 1 
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(iii) AFAD identifier (i.e. AFAD national identification number, beacon ID or any 
information allowing to identify the owner. 

Single Buoy AFAD are clearly named as “FAD DCP” for identification and institution 
body as “Fisheries Mauritius”,  contact details as “ +230 234 7207” & 
fitec@govmu.org. 

 

Table 1 

 

mailto:fitec@govmu.org
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