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FAO work in fisheries and aquaculture statistics
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Uniqueness

Since its foundation, FAO is the only 
source of global fisheries and 
aquaculture statistics, which 
represent a unique global asset for 
sector analysis and monitoring

 

Mandate

Art. 1 FAO Constitution
1. The Organization shall collect, analyse, 
interpret and disseminate information 
relating to nutrition, food and agriculture. 
In this Constitution, the term "agriculture" 
and its derivatives include fisheries, 
marine products, forestry and primary 
forestry products (…)
3. It shall also be the function of the 
Organization: (a) to furnish such technical 
assistance as governments may request; 
(b) to organize, in cooperation with the 
governments concerned, such missions as 
may be needed to assist them to fulfil the 
obligation arising from their acceptance 
of the CONSTITUTION

Mission

To produce and provide access to 
global and regional statistics and 
analysis on the fisheries and 
aquaculture sector and to enhance 
the capacity of FAO members and 
partners on fishery and aquaculture 
statistics to better support evidence-
based policy and science-based 
decision-making 



What’s behind FAO fishery & aquaculture statistics
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• Based primarily on official statistics from member countries, who have primary 
responsibility for data collection, through questionnaires, but also from other 
sources such as trade (from Comtrade/Eurostat) and regional fisheries bodies 
(tunas and tuna-like species)

• Complemented or replaced by data from other sources (e.g. RFMOs, Distant 
water fleets in EEZs, etc.) as per standards of the Coordinating Working Party on 
Fishery Statistics (CWP)

• FAO provides estimates in case of no reporting 

• FAO data also depend upon the accuracy and reliability of the statistics collected 
nationally and provided to FAO

• FAO works with countries to revise their data when appropriate

• About 2/3 of the over 230 countries and territories included in the database are 
revised in every annual update 



FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture statistics

• Quantity (Since 1950), in the future value as well

Global capture fisheries production

• Quantity (Since 1950), Value (Since 1984)
Global aquaculture production

• Quantity and Value (Since 1976)

Global aquatic trade

• Since 1950

Fishing Fleet

• Since 1970

Employment

• Since 1961

CECAF (Eastern Central Atlantic)

• Quantity (Since 1970)

Regional Commission for Fisheries 
(RECOFI)

• Quantity (Since 1986)

Southeast Atlantic (SEAFO)

• Quantity (Since 1975)

General Fisheries Commission for the 
Mediterranean (GFCM)

• Quantity (Since 1970)

Regional capture production

GLOBAL REGIONAL

• Quantity (Since 1950)
Global fisheries and aquaculture production

FAO Fish Price Index

• Quantity (Since 1976)
Global aquatic processed production

Consumption (incl. utilization)

• Quantity (Since 1961)
Global utilization of production
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Dissemination

FishstatJ

Online query tool

Yearbook

FBS also under FAOSTAT

Analysis

CSV files

Statistics+
tools and 

fish 
model

https://www.fao.org/fishery/en/fishstat



Aquaculture production
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Statistics by
• 208 countries, territories and areas

• Aquaculture production areas (= FAO Major Fishing Areas)

• Culture environments: 3 types of water (freshwater, brackish water and marine water)

• 731 species items (564 species + 7 hybrids + 160 species groups)

• Data coverage
▪ Production quantity: from 1950

▪ Fame-gate value:  from 1984

• Unit: quantity: tonnes (live weight + wet weight for algae); value: USD 1 000 (nominal value)

• Production data (basic data) released in March

• Data collected through questionnaire FISHSTAT-NS-AQ & FISHSTAT-AQ (which includes also 
information on methods, farming systems)

Unit value of aquaculture species production 
for all countries – published



Global capture fisheries production
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Statistics by:

• About 240 countries and territories and FAO major fishing areas

• About 3 400 species items including species, genus, family or higher levels 
of aggregation such as 'nei' (not elsewhere included) categories.

• Unit: quantity: tonnes (live weight+wet weight for algae), but numbers for 
whales, seals and crocodiles and kilograms for corals, pearls and sponges.

• Value: Unit value in national currency

• Yearly coverage from 1950

• Data are annually released in March

• Data are collected with FISHSTAT-NS1-9 questionnaires + Statlant

Unit value of capture species production for 
selected countries only - unpublished



Employment – primary sector - data
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Statistics by:

• About 220 countries, territories and areas
• Unit: number of people
• Divided by working domain, working status and sex
• Divided by inland, coastal fisheries, deep sea, other marine nei, aquaculture and 

subsistence
• Yearly coverage from 1970 (revision carried out from 1995)
• Database not publicly available at present. Aggregated data disseminated in FAO 

Yearbook of Fishery and Aquaculture Statistics and FAO SOFIA
• Data collected through questionnaire FISHSTAT-FM
• 53 countries collected jointly with the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD), also with data on processors

Not publicly available at detailed level



Fishery fleet
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Statistics by:

• About 190 countries, territories and areas

• Number of vessels, tonnage (Gross Tonnage - GT), power (kilowatt - kW)

• Yearly coverage from 1950 (current revision from 1995)

• Categories by length, vessel type, motor, deck, zone of operation – if available

• Database not publicly available at present. Aggregated data disseminated in FAO 
Yearbook of Fishery and Aquaculture Statistics and SOFIA

• Data collected through questionnaire FISHSTAT-FF

Not publicly available at detailed level



Trade of aquatic products
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Statistics by:

• About 220 countries, territories and areas 

• About 1 100 commodities (species/product forms)

• Imports, exports, re-exports

• From 2019 data also statistics by trading partners available

• Yearly coverage and release from 1976 to 2022, but 2023 to be released soon

• Unit: quantity: tonnes (product weight); value: USD 1000. 

• Data collated from Comtrade and Eurostat

• Usually released in June-July

Unit value available for all countries
From 2019 data, also statistics by trading 
partners



Utilization of fisheries and aquaculture production
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Statistics by:

• About 200 countries, territories and areas

• Eight different product forms, for food and non-food purposes

• Unit: quantity: tonnes (live weight)

• Yearly coverage from 1961

• Data not officially released, except estimates at world level, but crucial data for the 
calculation of food balance sheets (apparent consumption statistics) of aquatic animal 
products

• Data collected through questionnaire FISHSTAT-DNC

Not publicly available at detailed level



Global processed production of aquatic products
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Statistics by:

• About 150 countries, territories and areas

• About 900 commodities (species/product forms)

• Processed production (from raw material of domestic production and imports)

• Unit: quantity: tonnes (product weight)

• Yearly coverage from 1976

• Usually released in June-July

• Data on processed production collected through questionnaire FISHSTAT-FC1

Published, but only quantities



Consumption - FBS
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• Apparent consumption of aquatic food products = amount of 
aquatic food available for apparent human consumption 

• Differs from the concept of edible consumption

• Result of production (capture+aquaculture)-non-food uses-
exports+imports +/- stocks= all in live weight equivalent for 
eight groups of species (freshwater&diadromous, demersal 
fish, pelagic fish, other marine fish, crustaceans, cephalopods, 
other molluscs, other aquatic animals)

• Data available also with additional nutrients than before, 
available in the FAO Food & Diet Domain in FAOSTAT

Publicly available, with new nutritional data



FAO Fish Price Index 

15 prices

• Salmon  (1 price)

• Tuna (3 prices)

• Other pelagic (2 prices)

• Whitefish (6 prices)

•  Shrimp  (3 prices)

Composition

• From 1990
• Base period (2014-2016)
• Five species groups

• Salmon
• Tuna
• Other pelagic fish
• Whitefish
• Shrimp

• pelagic, salmon, shrimp, tuna, and 
whitefish—

Coverage



FAO Fish Price Index 

• INFOFISH

• INFOPESCA

• EUMOFA

• Statistics Norway

• Danish Fisheries Agency

• Wholesale

• Auction

• Trade (Export/Import)

Type of prices Source



Fish price index webpage

https://www.fao.org/fishery/en/fishstat/fishpriceindex

https://www.fao.org/fishery/en/fishstat/fishpriceindex


FAO Food and Fish Price Indices

- Are you satisfied with the course contents?
- Level of detail?
- Accuracy?
- Target audience?

- How would you improve the lessons?
- Content
- Presentation of materials

FAO Food and Fish Prices Indices (2014-16=100)

Source: FAO.
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FAO Fish Price Index

- Are you satisfied with the course contents?
- Level of detail?
- Accuracy?
- Target audience?

- How would you improve the lessons?
- Content
- Presentation of materials

FAO Fish Prices Index (2014-16=100) – Monthly and Annual series

Source: FAO.
Source of the raw data for the FAO Fish Price Index: EUMOFA, INFOFISH, INFOPESCA, Statistics Norway, Danish Fisheries Agency.
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Capture and aquaculture sub-indices

Source: FAO.
Source of the raw data for the FAO Fish Price Index: EUMOFA, INFOFISH, INFOPESCA, Statistics Norway, Danish Fisheries Agency.

FAO Capture and Aquaculture sub-price indices (2014-16=100)
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GLOBEFISH and FISH 
INFO Network (FIN) 
facilitate trade and 
market analysis 

81 member countries 

GLOBEFISH : FISHINFO Network (FIN)



GLOBEFISH : Chinese fish price report



GLOBEFISH : European price report



GLOBEFISH European Price Dashboard
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Food Price Monitoring and Analysis (FPMA) tool
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https://fpma.fao.org/giews/fpmat4/#/dashboard/tool/internationalFor Fish meal and fish oil prices

https://fpma.fao.org/giews/fpmat4/#/dashboard/tool/international


FAOSTAT
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https://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#data

https://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#data


Illuminating Hidden Harvests
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https://www.fao.org/voluntary-guidelines-small-scale-fisheries/ihh/en

Illuminating
Hidden 
Harvests
The contributions of small-scale
fisheries to sustainable
Development.

Collection from case studies 
utilizing secondary data+surveys.

Data mainly covering 2013-2017



Fish-Statistics-Inquiries@fao.org

https://www.fao.org/fishery/en/fishstat

mailto:Fish-Statistics-Inquiries@fao.org
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