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Indian Ocean Tuna Commission is responsible 

for the management of tuna and tuna-like 

species in the Indian Ocean since 1996



IOTC AREA OF COMPETENCE



IOTC AREA OF COMPETENCE

29 Contracting Parties (Members)

1 Cooperating Non-Contracting Party (CNCP) 

Over 50 registered observers



IOTC SPECIES

16 tuna and tuna-like species under management mandate

Yellowfin tuna                           Swordfish                             Longtail tuna 
Bigeye Tuna                               Black marlin                         Kawakawa 
Skipjack tuna                             Blue marlin                          Frigate tuna 
Albacore                                     Striped marlin                     Bullet tuna 
Southern bluefin tuna             Indo-Pacific sailfish             Narrow-barred Spanish mackerel 
                                                                                                    Indo-Pacific king mackerel 

 
All other species are termed ‘bycatch’ regardless of their fate and status (target / non-target)



IOTC CATCH TRENDS



2.2 millions tonnes

IOTC CATCH TRENDS











CURRENT STATUS OF THE IOTC  STOCKS

Species Status

Albacore 85%*

Bigeye tuna 79%

Skipjack tuna 70%

Yellowfin tuna 89%

Species Status

Swordfish 97%*

Black marlin 62%

Blue marlin 72%*

Striped marlin 100%*

Indo-Pacific 
Sailfish

54%

Species Status

Bullet tuna ND

Frigate tuna
ND

Kawakawa 27%

Longtail tuna 35%

Indo-Pacific king 
mackerel

27%

Narrow-barred 
Spanish mackerel

31%

*Estimated probability that the stock is in the respective quadrant of the Kobe 
plot, derived from the confidence intervals associated with the current stock 
status
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Compliance 
Committee

Technical 
committees

Scientific 
Committee

SC WP & 
WG

CoC WP & 
WG

IOTC STRUCTURE

WP Neritic tuna
WP Temperate tuna
WP Billfish
WP Ecosystem & Bycatch
WP Tropical Tunas
WP on Methods
WP on Socioeconomics
WP Data collection & Statistics
WG on FADs
WG on EMS

WP Implementation of 
Management Measures

TC on Allocation Criteria
TC on Management Procedures
Standing Committee on 
Administration and Finance
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www.iotc.org

IOTC-Secretariat@fao.org

Thank you for your attention!
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