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Meeting dates and venue 

The WPEB will be held from 9-13 September 2025, from 09:00 to 17:00 daily. The WPB will be held 
from 15-18 September, from 09:00 to 17:00 daily. 

 

The venue of the meetings will be 

STATION IFREMER 

 

Station Ifremer is located at 87 Avenue Jean Monnet 34200 Sète, France. See map below for the 
location. 

IMPORTANT: There are security requirements to enter the Ifremer building so if you plan to attend 
the meeting in person, please let the Secretariat know as soon as possible and no later than September 
1st – please contact Lauren at Lauren.Nelson@fao.org 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/Yqdb88W6Ja3FiViCA
mailto:Lauren.Nelson@fao.org


 

Contacts 
The contacts at the IOTC Secretariat are:               IOTC-Secretariat@fao.org  
    Dan Fu  Dan.Fu@fao.org   

Lauren Nelson Lauren.Nelson@fao.org  

The contact points at the venue will be Mariana Travassos Tolotti mariana.travassos@ird.fr and 

Philippe Sabarros philippe.sabarros@ird.fr 

 

Arrival and entry formalities 
You will need the following if you wish to visit France: 
  

❖ A valid and acceptable passport or travel document for your intended stay 
❖ At least one blank page in your passport for endorsements 
❖ A valid visa, if required 
❖ Sufficient funds to pay for your day-to-day expenses during your stay 
❖ A return or onward ticket 

For further information follow this link. 

 

Sète City  

Sète, a vibrant port city of 45,000 residents, lies in the southeastern French region of 
Occitanie. Nestled between the biodiverse Étang de Thau — a saltwater lagoon teeming with 
marine life — and the Mediterranean Sea, Sète is connected to the coast by a narrow isthmus 
lined with sandy beaches. Just 30 kilometers from Montpellier, the city benefits from its 
proximity to one of France’s major academic and research hubs. 

Visit the tourism office website for more information about Sète and its surroundings: 
https://en.tourisme-sete.com 

 

mailto:IOTC-Secretariat@fao.org
mailto:Dan.Fu@fao.org
mailto:Lauren.Nelson@fao.org
mailto:mariana.travassos@ird.fr
mailto:philippe.sabarros@ird.fr
https://france-visas.gouv.fr/en/your-arrival-in-france
https://en.tourisme-sete.com/


Transportation 

Montpellier Méditerranée (MPL) is the closest airport to Sète. Flying to Montpellier’s airport 
from outside France usually involves a flight connection in Paris. Another option to reach Sète 
is by train from Paris train station Gare de Lyon. Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport (CDG) also has 
a train station (Charles de Gaulle Airport 2 TGV), although direct trains to Sète form this station 
are less frequent. A train ride between Paris and Sète takes about 3.30 hours with direct high 
speed TGV trains. Train schedules can be consulted at https://www.sncf-connect.com/en-en/. 

No transportation will be provided to and from the meeting venue. 

The city center and conference venue are 4.0 km apart (a 50’ walk). Bus line 3 runs between 
downtown Sète (and the train station) and Station Ifremer. A city map and a bus network map 
can be found at the end of this information document. 

All bus routes and timetables: https://www.mobilite.agglopole.fr/fiches-horaires/ 

Local taxis:  
• 06 09 36 60 32 / 09 75 28 29 59 
• 04 67 51 50 00 / 06 10 20 22 88 
• 06 07 31 06 00 
• 06 09 15 01 24 / 06 07 39 36 54 
• 06 68 88 65 31 

 
Accommodation  

Sète offers several accommodation options, from hotels to short rental apartments, in the city 
center or close to the meeting venue. Short rental apartments can be found in the usual 
platforms (booking.com • Airbnb). Some hotel options are listed below. 
 

City center: 

LE GRAND HOTEL *** 
17 Quai de Tassigny, 34200 Sète 
Phone: +33 4 67 74 71 77 
Email: info@sete-hotel.com 
https://www.legrandhotelsete.com/en/home 
 
HOTEL L’ORQUE BLEUE 
10 Quai Aspirant Herber, 34200 Sète 
https://www.orquebleue.fr 
Phone: +33 4 67 74 72 13 
Email: contact@orquebleue.fr 
 
HOTEL DE PARIS *** 
2 Fue Frédéric Mistral, 34200 Sète 
Phone: +33 4 67 18 00 18 
Email: contact@hoteldeparis-sete.com 
www.hoteldeparis-sete.com 
 

https://www.sncf-connect.com/en-en/
https://www.mobilite.agglopole.fr/fiches-horaires/
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en-gb.html?ss=Sète%2C+Languedoc-Roussillon%2C+France&efdco=1&label=gen173nr-1BCAEoggI46AdIM1gEaE2IAQGYAQm4AQfIAQ3YAQHoAQGIAgGoAgO4Au7G3MEGwAIB0gIkODRmMTE5NDEtNTZkMi00MjEzLThkZGUtYWI5YmY3M2ZhNGYz2AIF4AIB&sid=a24e5d579cfd1bfbacaf811ded6cf390&aid=304142&lang=en-gb&sb=1&src_elem=sb&src=index&dest_id=-1470743&dest_type=city&place_id=city%2F-1470743&ac_position=1&ac_click_type=b&ac_langcode=en&ac_suggestion_list_length=5&search_selected=true&search_pageview_id=dd9868b76a64041b&ac_meta=GhBkZDk4NjhiNzZhNjQwNDFiIAEoATICZW46AlNlQABKAFAA&checkin=2025-09-07&checkout=2025-09-19&group_adults=2&no_rooms=1&group_children=0
https://www.airbnb.com/s/Sète/homes?refinement_paths%5B%5D=%2Fhomes&place_id=ChIJa8cuUJY1sRIRAmYnNvfhb5o&location_bb=Qi24kUBv43ZCLU3gQGNkYw%3D%3D&acp_id=c42ee3f9-5e00-42f3-b995-0281db2d2c5d&date_picker_type=calendar&checkin=2025-09-07&checkout=2025-09-19&source=structured_search_input_header&search_type=autocomplete_click
mailto:info@sete-hotel.com
https://www.legrandhotelsete.com/en/home
https://www.orquebleue.fr/
mailto:contact@orquebleue.fr
mailto:contact@hoteldeparis-sete.com
http://www.hoteldeparis-sete.com/


Near Ifremer station: 

CIT’HÔTEL IMPERIAL 
84 Pl. Edouard Herriot, 34200 Sète 
Phone: +33 4 67 53 28 32 
Email: contact@hotelimperialsete.com  
https://www.hotel-imperial-sete.com/ 
 
LE VENISE – HÔTEL DE LA PLAGE 
64a Corniche de Neuburg, 34200 Sète 
Phone: +33 4 67 18 97 12 
https://hoteldelaplagesete.com/en/ 
 

Dress code 
The dress code for the meeting is Smart Casual. 
 

Electricity 
In France, power plugs and sockets (outlets) of type C and type E are used. The standard voltage is 230 
V at a frequency of 50 Hz. 
 

 

mailto:contact@hotelimperialsete.com
https://www.hotel-imperial-sete.com/
https://hoteldelaplagesete.com/en/
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