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13 November 2025 

IOTC CIRCULAR 

2025–36 

 
Dear Madam / Sir 

 

VESSELS CHARTERING IN THE IOTC AREA OF COMPETENCE: KENYA - OMAN 

 

Pursuant to paragraph 5 of IOTC Resolution 19/07, please find attached documents which I have received in relation 
to vessel chartering in the IOTC area of competence in 2025.  The documents submitted by Oman as the chartering 
Contracting Party (Received 10 November 2025), as required under paragraph 4.1, are provided in Appendix 1 and 2; 
and the documents submitted by Kenya as the flag Contracting Party (received 11 November 2025) as required under 
paragraph 4.2, are provided in Appendix 1 and 3. 

 

Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
Paul De Bruyn 
Executive Secretary  

 

Attachments: 

• Appendix 1: Chartering agreement Oman/Kenya 

• Appendix 2. Documents submitted by Oman. 

• Appendix 3. Documents submitted by Kenya. 
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Charter Agreement under IOTC CMM 19/07 

of purse seiner 

MFV "TXORI GORRI" 

concluded between 

UNITED CROWN INTERNATIONAL SPC (Oman) 

and 

ATON FISHERIES LIMITED (Kenya) 

Muscat, 3n1 November 2025 
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Appendix 1: Chartering agreement Oman/Kenya



Between 

UNITED CROWN INTERNATIONAL SPC a limited liability company incorporated under the laws of 

the Sultanate of Oman CR number 1202209 having its postal address at P.O. Box 17, Postal Code 113, 

GhalaAI Sanaiah/Bousher, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman (the "UNITED "or Licensor or the "Charterer"); 

And 

ATUN FISHERIES LIMITED, a limited liability company incorporated under the laws of the Republic 

of Kenya, having its registered address Upper Hill offChyulu Road, Nairobi, Kenya, with CR number PVT­

DLUL58Q7; represented by Mr Jon Ander Extebarria, hereinafter referred to as the "ATUN FISHERIES 

LTD" or "Licensee" or the "Shipowner"). 

Collectively referred to as the "Parties". 

WHEREAS, !OTC Resolution 19/07 acknowledges (i) the needs and interests of all States to develop their 

fishing fleets to enable them to fully utilize the fishing opportunities available to them under relevant !OTC 

Conservation and Management Measures; and also (ii) the important contribution of chartered vessels to 

sustainable fisheries development in the Indian Ocean. 

WHEREAS, both parties recognize the importance of sustainable fishing practices for the economic 

development and food security of the Sultanate of Oman (hereinafter, "Oman"). 

WHEREAS, ATUN FISHERIES LTD is a tuna fishing Company that can contribute with its expertise to 

the technological development of Oman's fishing industry. 

WHEREAS the "Chartering CP" refers to Oman that holds the fishing possibilities and the "Flag CP" refers 

to the Republic of Kenya (hereinafter, "Kenya"), the CP in which the chartered vessel is registered. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties hereby agree as follows, to conclude this Time Charter Agreement. 

Article 1. Condition Precedent 

This Charter Agreement is subject to the prior's approval of both, Kenya as flag CP, and Oman as chartering 

CP. Pursuant to !OTC res 19/07 (4.1) Before flag CP grants the consent, the Chartering CP ought to have 

consented to the charter and committed to licensing the vessel upon finalisation of this charter. 



Article 2. Scope of the Agreement 

The Shipowner shall operate under this charter arrangement under time charter the tuna purse seiner MFV 

TXORl GORRI in favour of UNITED, as Licensor of the fishing opportunities of tuna and tuna like species 

that granted by the competent authorities of Oman. 

As Annex I, it is attached the shareholding structure of UNITED, as the Charterer. 

Details of the Chartered vessel: 

Name of Vessel TXORI GORRI 

IMO number 9383156 

Gross Tonnage (GT) 2937 

Total Volume (m3) 2253 

MMSI 634168000 

Hull type Fishing Vessel 

Length 95.80 

Width 14.70 

Port of Registry MOMBASA. 
KENYA 

Year of Construction 2007 

Call Sign 5ZAD2 

!OTC No. IOTC008281 

The vessel is owned by ATUN FISHERIES LTD, and during the period of operations of this Charter 

Agreement shall continue registered in the Kenyan Ship Registry, as well as in the !OTC-Vessels List. 

Further, the MFV TXORI GORRI will be allowed under this time charter agreement to operate with all its 

fishing gear and support equipment. 

This agreement is reached with the aim of contributing to the maintenance and conservation of tuna in the 

Indian Ocean by optimising resources as well as, to the development of the Omani fisheries, in accordance 

with IOTC applicable Conservation and Management Measures, in particular, IOTC CMM 19/07 on 

Chartering Agreements (hereinafter, "IOTC Resolution 19/07"). 



Article 3. Duration 

This Charter Agreement will begin from signing date of signature till 31 st December 2029. However, the 

duration of the fishing operations under the Charter Agreement to target the fishing opportunities granted 

by Oman to this Vessel, shall not exceed 12 months cumulatively in any calendar year. 

In relation to the current 2025 year, the duration of the fishing operations will take place during any time 

since the signature of this agreement and shall lapse on the 31 st December 2025. 

The Parties will meet periodically to evaluate the performance of this agreement and will discuss its future 

developments. 

Article 4. Conditions 

a) ATUN FISHERIES LTD has informed the Kenyan Fisheries Service about this agreement and has 

already requested their consent to fulfil the requirements stated in the !OTC Resolution 19/07. 

b) UNITED shall make all the arrangements with Oman Fishing Authorities in order to inform the 

IOTC about this charter arrangement under IOTC Resolution 19/07. 

c) The Kenya Fisheries Service, as flag State, shall effectively exercise its duty to control the fishing 

vessel to ensure compliance with Applicable !OTC CMM. 

d) The vessel is included in the !OTC-Vessels List authorized to operate in its Area of Competence 

in accordance with !OTC Resolution 19/04. 

e) All catches, including by-catches of MFV TXORl GORRI, made in Oman EEZ and in the 

international waters of the Indian Ocean, and only during the periods that this Charter Agreement 

will be active, will be counted as Oman during the fishing periods that the Vessel operates under 

this Charter Agreement 

f) The chartered vessel shall report VMS and catch data to both the CPs (chartering and flag) and to 

the IOTC Secretariat. All catches (historical and current/future), including bycatch and discards, 

taken pursuant to the Charter Agreement (including pursuant to a Charter Agreement that existed 

prior to the !OTC Resolution 18/10), shall be counted against the quota or fishing possibilities of 

the chartering CP. 

g) In the event of catching the agreed fishing opportunities covered by this agreement, the Vessel can 

be used to fish for the flag country's quota, or such other quota as may be available. 

h) In accordance with the above, Oman, shall report to the [OTC all catches, including bycatch and 

discards, and other information required by the !OTC. 

i) Vessel Monitoring Systems (VMS) and, as appropriate, tools for differentiation of fishing areas, 

shall be used, according to the relevant !OTC Conservation and Management Measures, for 

effective fishery management. 

j) There shall be 100% observer coverage in line with FMDA CAP 378 (99. c), as measured in the 

manner specified in paragraph 2 of Resolution 11/04 [superseded by Resolution 22/04, then by 

Resolution 24/04, then by Resolution 25/06] (or any subsequent superseding resolution), for 

chartered vessels. All other provisions of Resolution 11/04 apply mutatis mutandis in the case of 



chartered vessels. The observer coverage (historical, current/future) on board such vessels shall 

also be counted against the coverage rate of the chartering CP for the duration that the vessel fishes 

under the Charter Agreement. 

k) The vessel will be exclusively managed by ATUN FISHERIES LTD as Shipowners, being solely 

responsible for the costs related to the operation, inc1uding the fishing licences, and of any liability 

arising out ofor in connection with Shipowner's operations. The Vessel shall operate with a valid 

fishing license issued by the competent Fishing Authorities of Oman to operate only during the 

fishing periods of operations of the Vessel under this Charter Agreement. 

I) The catches made by the Vessel will be owned by the SHIPOWNER and shall be unloaded at the 

port which is operationally most convenient for her, as well as at those ports where the Vessel is 

authorised. 

m) Pre-landing and Offloading Inspections. Landings of the catches without an observer on board 

during the fishing expedition will be under direct supervision of Kenyan inspectors in order to 

assure that the activities of the chartered vessels do not undermine IOTC Conservation and 

Management Measures. 

Article 5. Cooperation with Oman 

In accordance with the spirit of cooperation of the Agreement and the principles governing IOTC 

Resolution 19/04, the Shipowner shall, to the extent possible, contribute with the support of the 

CHARTERER to the development of the Oman fishing industry by means of the following proposals: 

a) Providing with fishing material as well as other technological equipment to support in the 

innovation of the local fleet. 

b) Providing technical training to fishermen on board the vessel. 

c) Supporting education for seafarers in order to professionalise the coastal fisheries sector. 

d) Transmission of expertise in tuna fishing gear to strengthen and promote this type of fishing in the 

country. 

These contributions shall be made based on the needs expressed by the Charterer and shall be evaluated in 

advance. 

Article 6. Termination 

Following an Event of Default, the Non-Defaulting Party may by written notice ("Default 

Notice") serve on the Defaulting Party, notify the Defaulting Party of the Event of Default and 

require the same to be remedied within Fifteen (15) days of the Defaulting Party's receipt of such 

Default Notice. If the Event of Default has not been remedied within Fifteen (15) days of the date 

of the Defaulting Party receipt of the Default Notice, this Agreement shall terminate. 



Any of the following events shall constitute an "Event of Default": 

Either of the Parties is in breach of any of the terms of this Agreement, or in the events 

that the concerned authority denied the issuance of the quota licenses to United. 

Either of the Parties does or omits to be done any act whereby the other Party is prevented 

from exercising any of the rights vested in it under this Agreement; or 

Either of the Parties has become insolvent, suffers or incurs the appointment ofa receiver 

or liquidator for its assets, or a petition in bankruptcy or insolvency or any such or other 

similar procedure is commenced against it. 

Article 7. Language 

This Agreement has been drafted in English. 

Article 8. Notices 

All notices required to be given, or information supplied by any of the Parties to the other pursuant 

to the provisions of this Agreement must be in writing and shall be sent: 

Either by email or by registered post. 

+ For UNITED CROWN INTERNATIONAL SPC 

Mr. Omar Al Murshidi 

Email: Omar Al Murshidi <o.almurshidi@crown-om.com> 

+ For ATUN FISHERIES LTD 

Mr. Jon Ander Etxebarria 

Email: jonanderetxebarrianpesca.com 

Article 9. Governing Law 

This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with English Law, but in 

relation to Fisheries aspects, the Parties agree that this Agreement is subject to the Applicable 

!OTC CMM. UNITED and ATUN FISHERIES will ensure that the Vessel, their complete 

operations, crew's activities and all other aspects of the business under this Agreement or generally 

by UNITED and ATUN FISHERIES will always fully comply with Applicable Law. 



Article 10. Variation and Amendments 

The terms and conditions of this Agreement shall only be capable of being varied or amended by 

agreement in writing executed by or on behalf of all the Parties. 

Article 11. Jurisdiction - Dispute resolution 

In case of any dispute arising between the Parties in respect of this Agreement (the "Dispute"), a 

disputing Party may give notice in writing to the other Parties that in its opinion there exists a 

Dispute ("Dispute Notice"). 

For a period of30 days following receipt of the Dispute Notice the Parties shall enter into bona 

fide negotiations with the intent that the Parties shall agree on the terms on which the disagreement 

giving rise to the Dispute can be resolved. 

If at the end of this period, the Parties have not reached any agreement pursuant, then during the 

next 30 days any Party may serve an Arbitration Notice in accordance with Clause 11. lfboth 

Parties serve an Arbitration Notice, only the first Arbitration Notice to be served shall be effective. 

Article 12. Arbitration 

Provided that the provisions of Clause l O have been complied with, a Party may give the other 

Parties ten (10) Business Days' no~ce (an "Arbitration Notice") of its intention to commence 

arbitration proceedings under this Clause 11 in respect of a Dispute. 

Any Disputes settled by arbitration under this Clause 11 shall be finally settled under arbitration 

by a single arbitrator in accordance with the Omani Arbitration law which clauses are incorporated 

under this clause. 

The place of arbitration shall be Muscat, Sultanate of Oman the language of the arbitration shall 

be English. 

The Parties hereby consent in respect of any proceedings to the giving of any relief or the issue of 

any process in connection with such proceedings and to the making, enforcement or execution 

against any property whatsoever (irrespective of its use or intended use) of any order, award or 

judgment which may be made or given in such proceedings against them in connection with this 

Agreement. 



Notwithstanding a Dispute arising pursuant to Clauses 9 and 10, the Parties shall continue to 

comply with their obligations and be bound by the provisions of this Agreement to the extent that 

such provisions are not disputed. 

These contributions shall be made based on the needs expressed by the CHARTERER and shall be 

evaluated in advance. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto bY,J their principals, have signed 

this Agreement on this date of 3rd November 2025. 

I 
Signed by: Signed by: 

Signature Signature 

Name 

For and on behalf of: For and on behalf of 
UNITED CROWN INTERNATIONAL SPC. ATUN FISHERIES IMITED ( enya) 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Director General of Fisheries Resources Development 

 

 

Commercial Fishing Vessel License No.1560 
 

 

Owner Name:  ATUN FISHERIES LIMITED (Kenya) Nationality: Kenya 

Address: MUSCAT Commercial Registration 

No:1202209 

Tenant Name:  UNITED CROWN INTERNATIONAL SPC Record No:-- 

Vessel's Name: TXORI GORRI Vessel Type: COMMERCIAL 

Date of Issue: 09/11/2025  Date of Expiry: 31/12/2025 

Marine Registration Number:  101265 

Call Sign:  5ZAD2 

Date of Expiry: 31/12/2025 

Ship Length:95.8 M Country of Manufacture: Spain  Manufacture Date: 2007 

Engine Type: MAK Engine Power: 4500 Depth: - 

Fish species: Tuna Load Capacity: 2253 Net Tonnage:2937Tons 

Fishing AREA: IOTC Area Latitude:-- 

Fishing Type:  Purse seiner Endorsement 
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Appendix 2. Documents submitted by Oman - License



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

09-11-2025 

 

 

 

INDIA OCEAN TUNA COMMISSION 

Mr Paul de Bruyn 

Victoria Mahé – 

Seychelles 

 

 

CC: Mr Daniel Mungai 

Director General  

Kenya Fisheries Service 

Kefs@kilimo.go.ke 
 

 

 

 

 

BY EMAIL ONLY 

 

 

 

Dear Executive Secretary, 

 

Ref. Chartering Agreement MFV TXORI GORRI  

 

In accordance with paragraph 4.1. of IOTC Resolution 19/07, on vessel chartering in the 

IOTC area of competence, the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Water Resources 

of the Sultanate of Oman, as Chartering CP, hereby consents and notifies the attached 

Chartering Agreement with the Republic of Kenya for the above referred purse 

seiner  (registered in Kenya).  

 

The Charter Agreement has been concluded between Atun Fisheries Limited (a company 

registered in Kenya) acting as Shipowner or Licensee, and United Crown Internation 

SPC (a company registered in Oman) acting as Charterer or Licensor. 

United Crown International SPC is the beneficial owner of the fishing opportunities 

granted by Oman to operate this tuna purse seiner MFV Txori Gorri under this Charter 

Agreement. 
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 - Consent



 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that Kenya, as Flag CP, by separate Letter, has also consented this 

Chartering Agreement. 

Details of the Chartered vessel:  

 

Name of Vessel TXORI GORRI 

IMO number 9383156 

Gross Tonnage (GT) 2937 

Total Volume (m3) 2253 

MMSI 634168000 

Hull type Fishing Vessel 

Length 95.80 

Width 14.70 

Port of Registry MOMBASA. 

KENYA 

Year of Construction 2007 

Call Sign 5ZAD2 

IOTC No. IOTC008281 

You will also find attached a copy of the fishing licence issued by our Fisheries 

Department. 

In accordance with the above mentioned IOTC Resolution, Oman would like to reiterate 

its commitment to implement and fully comply with IOTC Conservation and 

Management Measures applicable to Oman. The measures adopted to implement these 

provisions are as follows: implementation of licensing conditions for tuna, conduct 

briefings prior to fishing activities and vessel monitoring through VMS. 

 

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 

 

Abdulaziz Al Marzouqui (PhD) 

Head of the Oman Delegation to the IOTC 

General Director of 

Fisheries Resources Development 

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Water Resources  

Tel: +968-24953255 

Fax: +968- 24737782 
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Appendix 3. Documents submitted by Kenya - Consent





II!:\.'. '"' REPUBUC OF KENYA 
KENYA FISHERIES SERVICE 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL 
Email: kefs@kilimo.go.ke 
Telephone:2716103 
When replying please quote; 

KeFS/ LC/VOL.X/ (060) 

Mr. Paul de Bruyn 
Executive Secretary 
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) Secretariat 
Blend Seychelles Building (2nd floor) 
Providence 
P. 0. Box 1011 
Victoria Mahe - SEYCHELLES 
Tel: +248 4225494 
E-mail: IOTC-Secretariat@fao.org 

SHA Building, 13th Floor 
RAGATI ROAD 

P.O. Box 48511-00100 
NAIROBI 

10th November, 2025 

RE: NOTIFICATION BY FLAG CONTRACTING PARTY OF KENYAN FLAGGED 
PURSE SEINE VESSEL FV TXORI GORRI (IOTC008281) 

This is In reference to the above subject. 

Pursuant to Article 4.2 of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) Resolution 19/07, 
Kenya notifies the Executive Secretary of her consent to charter agreement between 
Kenyan Party Atun Fisheries Ltd (Shipownet') and of the Sultanate of Oman party United 
Crown International SPC (Charteret'). The subject vessel details are as follows: 

Name of Vessel TXORIGORRI 

IMO number 9383156 

Gross Tonnage (GT) 2937 

Total Volume (M3) 2253 

MMSI 634168000 

Hull type Fishing Vessel 

Length 95.80 

Width 14.70 

Port of Registry MOMBASA. KENYA 

Year of Construction 2007 
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Kenya - Notification



I Call Sign 

IOTC No. 
I 5ZA02 

IOTC008281 

In view of the foregoing, we have attached the following documents for your further 
consideration. 

1. Signed Charter agreement between the charterer and shipowner; and 
2. Consent from the flag Contracting Party (CP) 
3. Consent from the chartering CP 
4. Fishing licence issued by the chartering CP up to 31st December 2025 

The flag CP on its part shall fully assume its duty as a flag state pursuant to the national 
fisheries laws and regulations. In addition, Kenya shall ensure compliance to all the IOTC 
Conservation and Management Measures that Kenya is party to. 

~ bungu (Mrs) 
Ag. Director General 

Copy to: 
Abdulaziz Al Marzouqui (PhD) 
Head of the Oman Delegation to the IOTC 
General Director of Fisheries Resources Development 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Water Resources 
Sultanate of Oman 

Principal Secretary 
State Department for the Blue Economy and Fisheries 
14th Floor NHIF Building, Ragati Road 
NAIROBI 

Director 
capture Fishery 
NAIROBI 

Deputy Director 
Marine and Coastal Regional Office 
MOMBASA 
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