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SUMMARY REPORT ON THE LEVEL OF COMPLIANCE 

PREPARED BY: IOTC SECRETARIAT, 20 AVRIL 2026 

PURPOSE 

This document intends to provide the Compliance Committee with a summary of compliance to reporting 
obligations for a selection of IOTC Conservation and Management Measures (CMMs) that, at face value, 
seems to present more challenge for some CPCs to comply with the reporting deadlines. 

Note: The statistics expressed in this document are sourced from the e-MARIS application. 

BACKGROUND 

Throughout the intersessional period, between annual meetings, CPCs have to report information and data 
in support of their implementation of CMMs adopted by the Commission.  In addition to reporting against 
CMMs, CPCs are also required to submit to the Commission an annual statement of the actions they have 
taken under their national legislation, including the imposition of adequate penalties for violations, as may 
be necessary to make effective the provisions of the IOTC Agreement and to implement conservation and 
management measures which becomes binding on them under paragraph 1 of Article IX, of the IOTC 
Agreement. 

The bulk of the reporting requirements are made through the specially developed application, the IOTC’s 
electronic Monitoring and Reporting Information System (e-MARIS).  The reporting requirements are 
automatically and individually assessed by e-MARIS for timeliness against their defined deadlines.  The 
compliance status of implementation of the obligation are individually assessed for each CPC by Secretariat’s 
staff of the Compliance Section.  The assessment criteria for each requirement that is assessed is developed 
by the Secretariat, reviewed and endorsed by the Working Party on the Implementation of Conservation and 
Management Measures (WPICMM), endorsed by the Compliance Committee and approved by the 
Commission.  The assessed reporting requirements are automatically compiled into CPCs’ Reports of 
Implementation and CPCs’ responses to the Compliance Questionnaire, depending on the reporting 
requirements’ designation. 

In view of the chronic shortage of staff in the Compliance Section in the lead up to CoC23, as announced 
through IOTC Circular 2026-14, complete compliance assessments cannot be performed under such 
condition.  Therefore, this meeting document seeks to inform the Compliance Committee on the level of 
compliance with submissions of a selection of reporting requirements.  These are presented in the Appendix 
of this document. 

For the campaign related to CoC23 there are 109 reporting requirements, of which 14 are not assessed since 
CPCs are only required to report on those if they have information.  An example of this is, the submission of 
information on vessels to be included in the draft IUU Vessels List.  Only CPCs with such information are 
expected to submit under this reporting requirement.  Of the remaining 95 requirements, not all of them will 
be equally applicable to all CPCs.  Some measures are applicable only to vessels in the IOTC Record of 
Authorised Vessels, therefore, CPCs without vessels in the Record will have far less reporting requirements.  
Where the Secretariat is able to predetermine which reporting requirement is not applicable to a CPC, that 
CPC is excluded from it.  This removes the “Not applicable” reporting burden on the CPC, and the Secretariat 
from having to assess that particular requirement for the CPC. 

A notable change in the compliance assessment was introduced in the Rules of Procedure, which governs the 
work of the Compliance Committee, in May 2023.  For the first time, timeliness of reporting became one of 
the criteria that determines the outcome of an assessment.  A reporting requirement submitted between 1 
- 15 days after the deadline automatically is assigned a compliance status of “Partially compliant.  Any 
submission made after more than 15 days after the deadline is automatically assigned a compliance status 
of “Non-compliant category 1”.
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DISCUSSIONS 

A few cross-cutting issues emerge from this assessment: 

• Persistent delays by China and Korea. 
o This is uncharacteristic for these two CPCs, and interactions that the Secretariat had with 

them during the buildup period for the submissions of the Compliance Questionnaire and 
Implementation Report, we were made aware of exceptional circumstances in both 
administrations which were resulting in the delays. 

• Chronic non-reporting from Sudan and recurring gaps from Yemen’ 
o Both Sudan and Yemen have consistently failed to engage in the work of the Compliance 

Committee.  However, for this reporting campaign Yemen has shown a remarkable level of 
improvement in its reporting; from 12% in the campaign for CoC22 (2025) to 73% for the 
CoC23 (2026) campaign. 

• Administrative inaccuracies, especially incorrect deadline settings, affecting the credibility of 
timeliness assessments 

o For some deadlines the time applied on the day of the deadline was 00:00 hrs and others 
were set at 23:59 hrs on the day of the deadline.  In the first scenario submissions done 
during the day of the deadline were assessed as late, whereas in the second case only 
submissions done after 00:00 hrs on the day after the deadline were assessed as late.  This 
analysis presented the Secretariat with the opportunity to scrutinise the deadline settings 
and, where applicable, these have now been corrected (set at 23:59 hrs Seychelles time, on 
the day of the deadline). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Overall, there has been marked improvements in CPCs meeting their reporting obligations by the deadline 
of reporting requirements.  While some delays were found to be attributable to administrative errors in 
setting deadline times, consistent patterns of non-reporting remain evident for at least one CPC.  The impact 
of the noticeable improvements in submissions rate by Yemen will only be known after the full compliance 
assessments have been conducted, but the increased level of engagement by Yemen is encouraging. 

RECOMMENDATION/S 

That the CoC23: 

• NOTE document IOTC-2026-CoC23-03. 

• ENCOURAGE CPCs to assure the timely submissions of their reporting obligations. 

• RECOMMEND the Secretariat to apply the correct deadline time settings for reporting requirements, 
for future compliance campaigns. 

• RECOMMEND that Yemen optimise further its efforts to meet its reporting obligations. 

• RECOMMEND that the Executive Secretary of the IOTC engage with the Permanent Representative 
of Sudan to the FAO to understand the constraints of Sudan to participate in the work of the 
Commission. 
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Appendix 
 

Requirement 1.3 National (SC) Report 

 

Exclusion: None 

Late: China, Korea and United Kingdom 

Missing: Sudan and Yemen 

 

Requirement 1.4 Compliance Action Plan 

 

Exclusion: Panama 

Late: Comoros, Korea, Maldives, Pakistan, 
Seychelles, Sudan and Yemen. 

Detailed information available in IOTC-2026-
WPICMM09-07 2025 Compliance Action Plan – 
Reporting on compliance issues N/C2 identified in 
2025 at the Twenty-ninth Session of the 
Commission (S29) 

The WPICMM09 (Para 65) encourage CPCs when 
providing their Compliance Action Plans, to fully 
address the compliance issues identified (N/C2), the 
compliance elements leading to the N/C2 
assessment (System/procedure, standard, 
legislation), and to be more descriptive and detailed 
in terms of the corrective actions and its 
implementation schedule. 

Requirement 2.4 Fishing logbook onboard 

 

Exclusion: Bangladesh, Comoros, France (OT), 
Liberia, Mozambique, Pakistan, Panama, 
Philippines, Somali, Sudan, United Kingdom and 
Yemen. 

Late: China and Korea 

 

https://iotc.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026/01/IOTC-2026-WPICMM09-07-ReportingCAP2025_0.pdf
https://iotc.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026/01/IOTC-2026-WPICMM09-07-ReportingCAP2025_0.pdf
https://iotc.org/documents/report-9th-session-iotc-working-party-implementation-conservation-and-management-measures


IOTC-2026-CoC23-03 [E] 

Requirement 2.5 Template ATF for ABNJ 

 

Exclusion: Bangladesh, Comoros, France (OT), 
Liberia, Mozambique, Pakistan, Panama, Somalia, 
Sudan and Yemen. 

Late: China and Korea 

ATF Updated for (Information for MCS HERE) : IDN, 
IRN, JPN, MYS, MUS, SYC, LKA. 

Requirement 2.6 
Fishing logbooks template 

 

Exclusion: Bangladesh, Comoros, France (OT), 
Liberia, Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, Somalia, 
Sudan, United Kingdom and Yemen. 

Late: China and Korea 

Logbook updated for (Information for MCS HERE) : 
IDN, IRN, KEN, MDG, MDV, MOZ, OMN, PAK*. 

Pakistan submitted their logbook template under 
Requirement 2.7. 

Requirement 2.7 Catch recording system for coastal fisheries 

 

Exclusion (not IOTC coastal State/developing State): 
China, European Union, France (OT), Japan, Korea, 
Liberia, Panama, Philippines and United Kingdom  

Missing: Sudan 

 

Requirement 2.23 Prohibition from intentionally fishing within 1 
nautical mile of or interacting with data buoy – 
Resolution 11/02 

 

Exclusion: Liberia and Panama 

Missing: Sudan  

Late: China 

 

https://iotc.org/compliance/authorizations-templates-samples
https://iotc.org/compliance/authorizations-templates-samples
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Requirement 2.24 Prohibition from taking on board a data buoy – 
Resolution 11/02 

 

Exclusion: Liberia and Panama 

Missing: Sudan  

Late: China 

 

Requirement 3.7 List of foreign vessels licensed by coastal States – 
Resolution 14/05 

 

Exclusion: China, Japan, Korea, Liberia, Panama and 
Philippines 

Missing: Sudan  

Late: Comoros, European Union and Mozambique 

Requirement 3.10 Submission of official coastal State fishing License – 
Resolution 14/05 

 

Exclusion: China, Japan, Korea, Liberia, Panama and 
Philippines 

Missing: Sudan 

 

Requirement 3.11 List of vessels that caught yellowfin tuna in the 
previous year – Resolution 21/01 

 

Objection: India, Iran, Madagascar, Oman, and 
Somalia. The measure is not applicable to them. 

Exclusion: Liberia and Panama 

Missing: Sudan 

Late: Comoros, Korea and Pakistan 
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Requirement 5.6 Geo-referenced size frequencies for all fisheries – 
Resolution 15/02 

 

Exclusion: Liberia and Panama 

Missing: Sudan and Yemen  

Late: China and Iran 



IOTC-2026-CoC23-03 [E] 

Requirement 6.1 Prohibition on sharks finning - Resolution 17/05 

 

Exclusion: Liberia, Panama, Philippines and United 
Kingdom 

Missing: Sudan  

Late: China 

 

Requirement 6.2 Prohibition on oceanic thresher sharks - Resolution 
12/09 

 

Exclusion: Liberia, Panama, Philippines and United 
Kingdom 

Missing: Sudan 

Late: China 

 

Requirement 6.3 Prohibition on oceanic whitetip sharks - Resolution 
13/06 

 

Exclusion: Bangladesh, Comoros, France (OT), 
Liberia, Mozambique, Pakistan, Panama, 
Philippines, Somalia, Sudan, United Kingdom and 
Yemen 

Late: China 

 

Requirement 6.6 Carry and employ line cutters and de-hookers on 
board Longliners- Resolution 12/04 

 

Exclusion: Bangladesh, Comoros, France (OT), 
Liberia, Mozambique, Pakistan, Panama, 
Philippines, Somalia, Sudan, United Kingdom and 
Yemen 

Late: China 
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Requirement 6.8 Implementation of seabirds’ mitigation measures - 
Resolution 23/07 

 

Exclusion: Bangladesh, Comoros, France (OT), 
Liberia, Maldives, Mozambique, Pakistan, Panama, 
Philippines, Somalia, Sudan, Thailand, United 
Kingdom and Yemen 

Late: China 

 

Requirement 6.9 Report on progress of implementation of Resolution 
12/04 – Marine turtles 

 

Exclusion: Liberia and Panama 

Missing: Sudan 

Late: Korea  

 

Requirement 6.10 Prohibition to retain on board, tranship, land, any 
Striped Marlin, Black Marlin, Blue Marlin, Indo-
pacific Sailfish smaller than 60 cm Lower Jaw Fork 
Length - Resolution 18/05 

 

Exclusion: None 

Missing: Sudan  

Late: China 
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Requirement 6.11 Retention of target tuna species on board for 
vessels on the RAV - Resolution 24/06 

 

Exclusion: Bangladesh, Comoros, France (OT), 
Liberia, Mozambique, Pakistan, Panama, 
Philippines, Somalia, Sudan, United Kingdom and 
Yemen 

Late: China and Korea 

Requirement 6.12 Retention of non target species on board for vessels 
on the RAV - Resolution 24/06 

 

Exclusion: Bangladesh, Comoros, France (OT), 
Liberia, Mozambique, Pakistan, Panama, 
Philippines, Somalia, Sudan, United Kingdom and 
Yemen 

Late: China and Korea 

 

Requirement 8.4 List of Authorised carrier vessels - Resolution 25/05 

 

Inclusion: China, Japan, Korea, Liberia, Malaysia, 
Mauritius, Oman, Seychelles and Panama 

Late: China 

 

Requirement 9.1 5% Observer coverage mandatory at sea (all 
vessels) - Resolution 24/04 

 

Exclusion: Bangladesh, Comoros, France (OT), 
Liberia, Mozambique, Pakistan, Panama, 
Philippines, Somalia, Sudan, United Kingdom and 
Yemen 

Late: China, India, Korea and South Africa 
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Requirement 9.2 5% landings coverage from artisanal fishing vessels 
- Resolution 24/04 

 

Exclusion: China, Japan, Korea, Liberia, Panama and 
Philippines 

Missing: Sudan and Yemen  

Late: Comoros, India, Mozambique, Pakistan and 
South Africa 

 

Requirement 9.3 At sea observer reports - Resolution 24/04 

 

Exclusion: Bangladesh, Comoros, France (OT), 
Liberia, Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, Somalia, 
Sudan, United Kingdom and Yemen 

Late: China, India, South Africa and Oman 

 

Requirement 11.6 Denial of use of port for foreign vessel and 
withdrawal of denial of use of port for a foreign 
vessel - Resolution 25/11 

 

Exclusion: China, Comoros, France (OT), Japan, 
Korea, Liberia, Panama, Philippines and United 
Kingdom 

Missing: Sudan  

 

 


