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Data Collection Framework

✓ The EU member states (MS) collect fisheries data to support the Common Fisheries 
Policy (CFP) through a scientific advice. The data collection framework (DCF) exists 
since 2000, set out in Regulation (EU) 2017/1004 and a multiannual programme (EU 
MAP).

✓ The MS collect the data following the national work plans and report annually on the 
implementation. They coordinate their activities in regional coordination groups (RCGs) 
which may also prepare regional work plans.

✓ The MS upload some of the collected data to JRC databases, in response to data 
calls issued by DG MARE. The data is analysed by the experts of the Scientific, Technical 
and Economic Committee for Fisheries (STECF). It underpins STECF scientific opinions 
and recommendations that are used in the CFP decision-making process.

✓ Other end users also base their scientific advice on the DCF data: The International 
Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES), regional fisheries management 
organisations (RFMOs), sustainable fisheries partnership agreements (SFPAs), and 
more.

       See: Home - Data Collection Framework - DCF - European Commission

https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp_en
https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/fisheries/scientific-input/scientific-advice-and-data-collection_en
https://dcf.ec.europa.eu/wps-and-ars/work-plans_en
https://dcf.ec.europa.eu/wps-and-ars/annual-reports_en
https://www.fisheries-rcg.eu/
https://dcf.ec.europa.eu/data-calls_en
https://dcf.ec.europa.eu/data-calls_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/maritime-affairs-and-fisheries_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/
http://www.ices.dk/
https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/fisheries/international-agreements/regional-fisheries-management-organisations-rfmos_en
https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/fisheries/international-agreements/sustainable-fisheries-partnership-agreements-sfpas_en
https://dcf.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://dcf.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://dcf.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://dcf.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://dcf.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://dcf.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://dcf.ec.europa.eu/index_en
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1. Biological data 

( recreational catches, surveys 
at sea, stock related variables, 

etc.) 

2. Marine ecosystem 

(incidental by catch of birds, 
mammals etc.)

3. Fishing activity data 

(transversal – effort, landings, 
capacity) 

4. Economic and social 
data 

(Fishery and Aquaculture, 
optional Processing)

Coordination, data 
management and 
quality assurance

DCF components 

Main modules of DCF/EUMAP



STECF Institutional setup, workflow, data flow

JRC - DCF

Aggregated data

Aggregation, processing

National institutes

Raw data

DCF data call

JRC - STECF

Commission - DG MARE
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Data Dissemination - STECF - Scientific, Technical and 
Economic Committee for Fisheries

Commission - DG MARE
Policy proposals

Council 
EP 

DCF implementation cycle and organisation of reporting

STECF shall be consulted on matters pertaining to the conservation and management of living marine resources, including biological, economic, environmental, social and 
technical considerations.STECF shall be consulted on matters pertaining to the conservation 

and management of living marine resources, including biological, 
economic, environmental, social and technical considerations.

20 EWG 
meetings
3 plenaries
per year

https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/data-dissemination_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/data-dissemination_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/data-dissemination_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/data-dissemination_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/data-dissemination_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/data-dissemination_en
https://stecf.jrc.ec.europa.eu/


Main objectives of economic data collection

→ Provide information for regular assessments of the management of living 
aquatic resources
→ improve scientific knowledge of the sector
→ bio-economic modeling
→ observe and explain price formation 
→ facilitate an assessment of the economic situation of fishing, aquaculture 
and the processing industry, and of employment trends in these sectors
→ Implement ecosystem based approach to fisheries management (collection 
of data in order to assess the effects of fisheries on the marine ecosystem).

Economic data for fleet (objectives)



Var. group Variables Unit

Income
Gross value of landings

Euro

Income from leasing out quota or other 
fishing rights

Euro

Other income Euro

Operating 
costs

Personnel costs Euro

Value of unpaid labour Euro

Energy costs Euro

Repair and maintenance Euro

Other variable costs Euro

Other non-variable costs Euro

Lease/rental payments for quota or other 
fishing rights

Euro

Subsidies Operating subsidies Euro

Subsidies on Investments Euro

Capital costs Consumption of fixed capital Euro

Investments Investments in tangible assets (net purchase 
of assets)

Euro

Var. group Variables Unit

Financial 
position (assets 
and liabilities 

Total assets Euro
Value of physical capital Euro

Value of quota and other fishing 
rights

Euro

Gross debt Euro
Employment Paid Labour Number

Unpaid labour Number
Full-time equivalent (FTE) Number
Total hours worked per year Number

Fleet Number of vessels Number
Mean LOA Metres
Total GT GT
Total kW kW
Mean age Years

Effort Days at sea Days
Energy consumption Litres

Number of 
enterprises

Number of fishing enterprises/units
Number

Production value 
by specie

Value of landings by specie Euro
Average price per specie Euro/kg

Economic data for fleet (variables)

Economic variables for fleet, EUMAP Table 7 (previously Table 5A)

Economics Issues (RCG ECON) - Regional Coordination Groups for Fisheries Data Collection

https://fisheries-rcg.eu/rcg-econ/
https://fisheries-rcg.eu/rcg-econ/
https://fisheries-rcg.eu/rcg-econ/


Economic data for fleet (variables)

Fleet segmentation

✓ Based on combination 
of fishing technique and 
vessel length classes + 
Supraregion

✓ Vessels are allocated to 
fishing techniques 
based on to gear used 
and effort during the 
year.



Economic data availability

• Observation unit is vessel
• Aggregated to fleet 

segments

Openly Available

EU Fleet Register

STECF Fisheries 
Dependent data

STECF Economic and 
Social data

Data resolution

Fleets defined based on supra-
regions

Effort and landings data is 
aggregated by species/FAO areas 

/gears

Econ/soc data is aggregated by 
vessel length and dominant gear

No VMS on <12 m vessels

Countries level data

Fleet and license registers

Logbooks and landing 
declarations

Sales notes

Economic / social sample 
data

VMS / AIS

Regional 
databases 
(ICES, GFCM



STECF reports and indicators

AER - STECF - Scientific, Technical and 
Economic Committee for Fisheries

Balance between capacity and fishing opportunities -
STECF - Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee 
for Fisheries

https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/data-dissemination/aer_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/data-dissemination/aer_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/data-dissemination/aer_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/data-dissemination/aer_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/data-dissemination/aer_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/data-dissemination/aer_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/reports/balance-between-capacity-and-fishing-opportunities_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/reports/balance-between-capacity-and-fishing-opportunities_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/reports/balance-between-capacity-and-fishing-opportunities_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/reports/balance-between-capacity-and-fishing-opportunities_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/reports/balance-between-capacity-and-fishing-opportunities_en
https://stecf.ec.europa.eu/reports/balance-between-capacity-and-fishing-opportunities_en


ICES WGECON 
✓ Building additional capacity for 

economic science and links with 
international institutions  

✓ Identifying and reporting on economic 
data-related needs and priorities for 
short and longer-term economic data 
collection, access, and analysis  

✓ Demonstrating the approaches, 
methods, tools and information flow 
needed to provide analysis of trade-offs 
relating to science-based fisheries 
management advice  

✓ Assessing and reporting on economic 
aspects of fisheries systems and their 
management  

✓ Coordinating the provision of economic 
analysis as part of integrated socio-
ecological evaluations in support of 
EBFM.

Integrating economics into fisheries science and advice: progress, needs, and future opportunities - International Council for the Exploration of 
the Sea 

https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/journal_contribution/Integrating_economics_into_fisheries_science_and_advice_progress_needs_and_future_opportunities/24056088?file=42188193
https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/journal_contribution/Integrating_economics_into_fisheries_science_and_advice_progress_needs_and_future_opportunities/24056088?file=42188193
https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/journal_contribution/Integrating_economics_into_fisheries_science_and_advice_progress_needs_and_future_opportunities/24056088?file=42188193
https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/journal_contribution/Integrating_economics_into_fisheries_science_and_advice_progress_needs_and_future_opportunities/24056088?file=42188193
https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/journal_contribution/Integrating_economics_into_fisheries_science_and_advice_progress_needs_and_future_opportunities/24056088?file=42188193


UK reports and indicators

Fleet Enquiry Tool | 
Tableau Public

UK Economic Fleet 
Estimates and Fleet 
Enquiry Tool -
Methodology Report 
— Seafish

2024 Economics of 
the UK Fishing Fleet 
— Seafish

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/seafish/viz/FleetEnquiryTool/1Overview
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/seafish/viz/FleetEnquiryTool/1Overview
https://www.seafish.org/document/?id=35384
https://www.seafish.org/document/?id=35384
https://www.seafish.org/document/?id=35384
https://www.seafish.org/document/?id=35384
https://www.seafish.org/document/?id=35384
https://www.seafish.org/document/?id=35384
https://www.seafish.org/document/?id=35384
https://www.seafish.org/document/?id=36534
https://www.seafish.org/document/?id=36534
https://www.seafish.org/document/?id=36534
https://www.seafish.org/document/?id=36534


Here to give the UK seafood sector the support it needs to thrive. 

Thank you

Arina.Motova@seafish.co.uk
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