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30 July 2026 

IOTC CIRCULAR  

2026-32 

 

Dear Madam / Sir 

 

OBJECTION FROM SOMALIA TO IOTC RESOLUTIONS 26/01, 26/02, 26/06 AND 26/08 

 

Please find attached a communication from Somalia regarding its objections, in accordance with Article IX (5) of the 
IOTC Agreement, to: 
 

• Resolution 26/01 On establishing interim catch limits for yellowfin tuna in the IOTC Area of 
Competence [download here] 

• Resolution 26/02 On establishing interim catch limits for swordfish in the IOTC Area of Competence [download 
here] 

• Resolution 26/06 Mandatory statistical reporting requirements for IOTC Contracting Parties and 
Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties (CPCs) [download here] 

• Resolution 26/08 On promoting the objectives of IOTC through cooperation with the BBNJ agreement 
(The agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and 
sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction) [download here] 

 
which were adopted at the 30th Session of the IOTC.  
 

 
An extension period of 60 days will therefore be applied to the entry into force of Resolutions 26/01, 26/02, 26/06 and 
26/08. Thus they will now enter into force on the 18 November 2026, unless a total of more than one-third of the 
members also object before this time.  

 

The relevant paragraphs (5, 6 and 7) of Article IX on the ensuing process are reproduced herein for your reference.  

5. Any Member of the Commission may, within 120 days from the date specified or within such other period as may be 
specified by the Commission under paragraph 4, object to a conservation and management measure adopted under 
paragraph 1. A Member of the Commission which has objected to a measure shall not be bound thereby. Any other 
Member of the Commission may similarly object within a further period of 60 days from the expiry of the 120-day 
period. A Member of the Commission may also withdraw its objection at any time and become bound by the measure 
immediately if the measure is already in effect or at such time as it may come into effect under this article.  

6. If objections to a measure adopted under paragraph 1 are made by more than one-third of the Members of the 
Commission, the other Members shall not be bound by that measure; but this shall not preclude any or all of them from 
giving effect thereto.  

http://www.iotc.org/
https://iotc.org/cmm/resolution-2601-establishing-interim-catch-limits-yellowfin-tuna-iotc-area-competence
https://iotc.org/cmm/resolution-2602-establishing-interim-catch-limits-swordfish-iotc-area-competence
https://iotc.org/cmm/resolution-2602-establishing-interim-catch-limits-swordfish-iotc-area-competence
https://iotc.org/cmm/resolution-2606-mandatory-statistical-reporting-requirements-iotc-contracting-parties-and
https://iotc.org/cmm/resolution-2608-promoting-objectives-iotc-through-cooperation-bbnj-agreement
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7. The Secretary shall notify each Member of the Commission immediately upon receipt of each objection or withdrawal 
of objection. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Paul de Bruyn  
Executive Secretary  
 
Attachment: 

• letter from Somalia  
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