
Page 1 of 6 

e-RAV Quick Start series for CPCs: 
The Active Vessels List in a nutshell 
Updated: 13/11/2025 14:22:00 
 

What is this guide about? 

This quick start guide will give you a short overview of the high level e-RAV process regarding 
the Active Vessels List (AVL). 
 
The main workflows described in this manual are: 

• Declaring vessels as Active for a given year. 

• Updating non-RAV vessels reported as part of the AVL 
 

Each individual process overviewed here is described in details in the dedicated manual: “e-RAV 
Quick Start series for CPCs: Submitting vessels updates for CPCs.”. 
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Background 
Under Resolution 10/08 Concerning a Record of Active Vessels Fishing for Tunas and Swordfish in the 
IOTC Area, “All IOTC Contracting Parties and Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties (CPCs) with vessels 
fishing for tunas and swordfish in the IOTC area of competence (hereinafter referred to as “the 
Area”), shall submit to the IOTC Executive Secretary by 15 February every year a list of their respective 
vessels that were active in the Area during the previous year and that are: a) larger than 24 metres in 
length overall; or b) in case of vessels less than 24m, those operating in waters outside the economic 
exclusive zone of the flag state.” 
 
The Active Vessels List (AVL) is now integrated in the IOTC e-RAV, and Active Vessels are declared by 
their Flag States using the e-RAV. 
 
This short guide will explain how you as an IOTC CPC can fulfil the obligations laid out by this 
Resolution. 

Lear more about the e-RAV process for the AVL 

You can find more details about this process, including how to revoke declarations, in the 
relevant user guide, available on the IOTC website. 

 

Declaring vessels as having been active during a given year: global 
workflow 
Below is the overall workflow for declaring vessels as having been active during a given year. 

STEP 1:  Fill out the AVL Declarations bulk upload template,  
STEP 2:  Submit the completed template in the e-RAV. 
STEP 3:  The IOTC Secretariat staff will review and publish your submission 
STEP 4:  The AVL declarations for the relevant vessels are now available in the e-RAV. 

 

Declaring vessels as having been active during a given year: detailed 
workflow 
Follow the workflow below: 
1. For each Vessel, find out whether it is already in the e-RAV (see how further down) 

1.1. YES, the vessel already exists in the e-RAV: note its IOTC NUMBER. 
1.2. NO, the vessel is not in the e-RAV, and: 

1.2.1. it is eligible to the e-RAV: it needs to be added as any normal RAV vessel; once the 
vessel has been added to the e-RAV, note its IOTC NUMBER; or 

1.2.2. it is not eligible to the e-RAV: it needs to be added as an External vessel (see below). 
2. Fill in the AVL Declarations template (see further down) with, for each vessel, the information 

below, to provide in the relevant tab of the template (resp. “List of RAV vessels” and “List of non-
RAV vessels”). 
2.1. RAV Vessels: 

• the IOTC NUMBER of the vessel; 

• the main target species for that vessel during the year of activity; 

• year for which the activity is reported; 

• the name and address of the charterer, if any. 
2.2. External vessels: 

• the IOTC NUMBER of the vessel, if it already exists in the e-RAV; if it is the first time 
reporting the vessel to the AVL, leave blank and an IOTC number will be assigned. 

• All the vessel details as required by the AVL Resolution. 
 

https://iotc.org/e-rav
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The main target species 

Resolution 10/08 requires flag CPCs to report the “main target species” for each vessel Active in a 
given year. Please refer to the list of “Target species” provided in the “Codes” tab of the 
submission template, or consult/download it on the IOTC Reference Data Catalogue. 

 
3. Do a new e-RAV submission of type “AVL Declarations”, upload the above filled template and 

submit it. 
4. Once the submission has been published by the Secretariat, the AVL Declarations will appear  in 

the “Years Active” tab of the vessel’s details page. 
 

Finding out whether a vessel is already in the e-RAV 
If you already know the IOTC number of the relevant vessel, it means it is in the e-RAV (as a RAV or 
external vessel). 
If you do not have its IOTC number, you can search for the vessel using the e-RAV search tool, for 
example using its IMO number, name etc. (you can filter to return only RAV vessels, External vessels 
or All vessels by using the mode filter in the query panel). 
 

 
 

Filling out the AVL Declarations template 
The AVL Declarations template is named “Res 10 08 - Active Vessels List declaration.xlsx” and is 
available on the IOTC website. 

RAV vessels 
The following fields must be provided when declaring RAV vessels on the AVL: 

• IOTC Record Number: note the full IOTC number of the vessel (e.g. IOTC008449) 

• the main target species for that vessel during the year of activity (use a single code, as per 
the “Codes” tab in the template); 

• year for which the activity is reported; 

• the name and address of the charterer, if any. 
 

 

 

https://data.iotc.org/reference/latest/domain/fisheries/#Target_Species
https://iotc.org/e-rav
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Non-RAV vessels (“External”) 
The following fields should be provided (mandatory fields in bold) when declaring External vessels on 
the AVL: 

• the IOTC NUMBER of the vessel, if it already exists in the e-RAV; if it is the first time 
reporting the vessel to the AVL, leave blank and an IOTC number will be assigned. 

• Vessel name 

• National vessel registration number or EU registration number (CFR) 

• IMO number (use NE if not eligible, PENDING if IMO registration pending) 

• Previous vessel name(s), if any 

• Previous vessel flags (if any) 

• International radio call sign 

• Port of Registration 

• Vessel type 

• Gear type 

• Vessel LOA (m) 

• Vessel tonnage (GT) 

• Total volume of fish holds (m3) 

• Name of owner 

• Address of owner 

• Name of operator 

• Address of operator 

• Name of beneficial owner 

• Address of beneficial owner 

• Name of company operating the vessel 

• Address of company operating the vessel 

• Registration number of the company operating the vessel 

• Photograph of Starboard side of the vessel, showing the whole structure 

• Photograph of Portside of the vessel, showing the whole structure 

• Photograph of Bow of the vessel 

• Main target species 

• Active in year 

• Name of charterer (use N/A if not applicable) 

• Address of charterer (use N/A if not applicable) 

 

Submitting the AVL Declarations template 

1. Log in to the e-RAV; 
2. Go to the Submissions page; 
3. Create a new Submission of type “AVL Declarations”; 
4. Upload your template file; 
5. Review your submission including any potential issue reported; 
6. Submit. 
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Note: if you created new External vessels as part of this submission, make sure to note down the 
IOTC numbers that they were assigned, as you will need them for any future reporting. 

Consulting AVL declarations 
List of years for which a given vessel was declared Active 
If you want to consult the list of years for which a given vessel was declared Active, search for the 
vessel using the e-RAV, and open its details page. 
You will see a “Active Years” tab on the vessel’s details page. 
Click on that tab and you will see a list of all the years for which the vessel has been declared Active, 
including by which CPC. 

 

List of all vessels that were Active in a given year 
If you want to consult a list of all vessels that were Active in a given year (e.g. to compile your own 
AVL for a given year), you can add the “Active Vessels” filter to your query, and select the year(s) you 
are interested in. 

 
Then select one or more criteria for your search: 

• Active year: the year for which the vessel was declared active by its Flag State. 

• Target species: the main species targeted by the vessel for the relevant year. 

• Charterer name and address: details about the charterer as reported with the Active Vessel 
declaration for the relevant year. 
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Note: you should activate Historical mode for these queries, as that will also return vessels that 
have since been delisted, or have changed details (name, flag etc). 

 
This will return a list of vessel active in the selected years (plus whatever other filters you might have 
defined). 
Example: To compile the list of Australian vessels (RAV and non-RAV) declared active for 2024, 
configure your query as follows: 

 
 

Updating External Vessels 

Resolution 10/08 requires only yearly reporting on Active Vessels. 
But if, sometime during a given year, you wish to update some information about an External 
vessel, you can do the following: 

• Update authorisations (using the Authorisations Only template) 

• Update photographs (using the Photographs Only template) 

• Delist the vessel (using the Delisting template of interactively) 
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