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ABSTRACT 

The European Union has initiated a Data Collection and Management Programme for the period 2002 – 2006. One 
of the actions to be performed within this programme are trips of observers on tuna purse-seiners, in the Indian and 
Atlantic Oceans, so as to obtain information about tuna discards and species associated with this fishing. A manual 
has been drawn up for data collection with precise instructions for observers and with identification cards of the 
various species of tuna and species associated with this fishing. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The European Union has initiated a Data Collection and Management Programme for the period 2002 – 2006. This 
programme is aimed at procuring information on catch, effort and biological parameters of all the fisheries undertaken in 
European waters and/or by fleets flying the flags of community countries. One of the actions to be performed within this 
programme are trips of observers on tuna purse-seiners, in the Indian and Atlantic Oceans, so as to obtain information about 
tuna discards and species associated with this fishing, namely, cetaceans, sharks, swordfish, and turtles. 

OBSERVER PLAN 
Although the observer programmes are national, that is, performed independently by each country, the programme project: 
definition of forms, selection criteria, training course content, trip planning, etc, has been carried out in a coordinated fashion 
between European countries with a tropical purse-seine fleet (France and Spain), through their corresponding research 
institutes (AZTI, IEO and IRD).  

METHODS 
In this document, we refer only to the Spanish national programme. 12 trips are foreseen throughout 2003, and attempts will 
be made to concentrate observations in the months when fishing over floating objects takes place. The calendar is included in 
the following table: 

Table 1 Distribution of trips on Spanish purse-seiners in 2003. 
Month 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
N.trips 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 1  

 

After 2004, attempts will be made to increase coverage to 10% of total trips undertaken by the fleet (around 20 trips).  

A manual has been drawn up for data collection with precise instructions for observers and with identification cards of the 
various species of tuna and species associated with this fishing.  

The information has been divided into four sections: 

• Information about the route and activity of the vessel and environmental parameters  
• Information about fishing tuna and species associated with tropical tuna fishing  
• Biological sampling of tuna and associated species  
• Information about floating objects 

Figures 1 to 5 show a series of forms designed to collect this information  
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Figure 1 Form for the route and environmental parameters 
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Figure 2 Fishing form 
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Figure 3 Tuna sampling form  
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Figure 4 Associated species sampling form  

 

 
Figure 5. Floating object form 

 


