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 I present my lecture in 3 sections: 

1- A brief description about 
fishing status in Iran 
 

2- Tuna fishing trends in Iran with 
emphasis on Tropical Tuna 
 

 3- Data collection and processing 
system in Iran 
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Vessel No :  In 2010 
Total :  11893 

Boats :  8682  

Dahws :  3160 

Ships : 45 Trawlers, 

5 Purse siners , 1 Long liner .  
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Fisherman : 
Total :  143,436 

North :  12,494  

South :  130,942 
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 Total Fish production (2001-2010)
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Nominal catches from southern Waters 

(Persian Gulf & Oman Sea) 
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Nominal catches from southern Waters(Persian Gulf & Oman Sea) 
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Nominal catches of Tuna by  Species 
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Nominal catches of Tuna & Tunalike by  Species 
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Amount of Skipjack by month in  2010 
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Amount of Yellowfin by month in 2010 
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Number of fishing vessels to separate the different classes of 
Tuna & Tunalike in 2010 
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Nominal catches of Tuna & Tunalike by  Species 
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efforts to separate the different classes of 

Tuna & Tunalike in 2010 (Day) 
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Nominal catches of Tuna by  Species in 2010 
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Species Composition (in percent) of tuna catches 

by province in 2010.  

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

khozestan Boshehr Hormozgan Sis & Bluch

indo-pacific

Sailfish

Yellowfin

Skipjack 

kawa kawa

longtail tuna

narrow-barred

spanish mackerel

indo-pacific king

mackerel

frigate tuna



21 

Number of Tuna Can factories 
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Tuna can production 
(million cans per year) 
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Fisheries Statistical 
Data collection 

system and Data 
processing method in 

Iran  
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Data Collecting System 
(Statistics)  

  

There are 4 coastal provinces in southern 
waters which are  fishing in their territorial 
waters with about 11000 vessels. 

 All of them needs fish license (permit) 
when they are going to see for fishing 

operation. 

There are 63 basic landing centers in  
southern coastal waters. All of which, 
issue, fishing permit for all the vessels.  
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Fishing Permit form which is also used for total 
enumeration at all landing sites for statistics on 

effort 
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Fish permit include information about 

 fishing ground code, landing center code, vessel 
code,captain code, vessel capacity , permit serial 
no. , 

 date of issue for permit  , permitted  duration of 
fishing operation at sea, fishing methods , 

 number of fishing gears, fishing gears period at 
sea(per hours), 

 also at the back of license the exact date for 
vessel departure and entrance will be endorsed. 

 All of these information will be computerized by 
20 operators in  above mentioned provinces.  

However vessel activities and effort information 
is available by total enumeration.  
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sampling methods for catch 

For collecting catch data in those landing 

centers we use sampling method with a 

classification in two stages. 

 

 First stage is the classification of landing 

centers and choosing the sample landing 

centers. 
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The selection of sample landing sites is performed 

based on following provisions:  

--Diversification of fishing methods 

-High landings amount 

-Vessels with different capacities 

-Diversification of catch composition. 

-Locating at main and common fishing grounds 

region  

Selected landing sites 
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sampling methods for catch 
 

Considering these points for each landing 
center, 35 out of 63 were have been 
choosen and can be used to raise 
information to other landing centers. 

 

 In each landing centers (42) there is one 
enumerator. 
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Second stage is the classification of 

landing centre in accordance with the 

capacity of different vessels in each 

landing centre. 

 

 because the importance of vessel 

capacity in catch amount for different 

species . 
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The size of artisanal vessels 
 

Measured in GRT and they are classified in 

four categories for sampling purposes. 
  

1-vessels less than 3 tonnes (Boats) 

2-vessels from 3 to 20 tonnes  

3-vessels from 21 to 50 tonnes 

4-vessels >50 tonnes  
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Questionnaire  sampling form used at landing sampling sites 

for statistics on catch and effort data for 51 species 
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Content of questionnaire form  

Vessel Code, vessel Capacity 

Landing Centre Code 

Fishing ground code (26 fishing ground) 

Date of departure 

Date of arrival 

Fish permit serial No 

Information related to Fishing method and 

gear (number and duration of the gear set 

in water) 

Name of 51 Species and amount of catch 
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Species 
51 categories of species/families are 

identified in the landings of artisanal 

vessels.  
 

Further classified as demersal , large 

pelagic, small pelagic , myctophidae , 

shrimp and crustacean categories. 
 

9 species of tuna and tuna-like species are 

identified in the Big pelagic category. 
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Sampling for estimating the amount 

of catches  

Landing surveys are undertaken to obtain 

data on catches in the artisanal fisheries.  

The methodology involves the sampling of 

10% of the fleet according to taking into 

account, 

 Landing site, Vessel type with the type of 

gear they used.  

Fishing area,  



39 

Forms for data collection 
 

Fishing permit 

Questionnaire form for sampling site 

A staff of 63 are involved in the activities 

related to licensing, control and 

monitoring,  

42 sampler(enumerator) permanently 

stay on landing sites which they collect 

the data and fill out the form, and also 

length frequency,  
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Calculating total catch 
Based on questionnaire sampling form 
and the permit form the catches will be 

raised. 

To increase accuracy, raising will be 
done based on month and per each 
landing centre and per vessel class  



41 

= x 

Sampling for estimating the 

amount of catches, 

CATCH CPUE EFFORT 

Questionnaire 

sampling form 

Fishing 

permit form 



42 

industrial vessels  

Complete enumeration procedure was 
adopted in order to obtain all relevant 
information on catch and effort.  

These vessels, mostly trawlers, are required 
to submit daily fishing logbooks on their 
operations 

Inspections are undertaken at landing sites 
and observers are placed on board the 
vessels in order to obtain independent 
information as well as biological data on the 
species.  
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Verification of the data 

Control of Permit form and 

Questionnaire form by the Head of 

statistical unit in relevant city 

This kind of control will then be done in 

province centre through computer 

Again this will be repeated in 

Headquarter in tehran 

Cross Check by total census in one or 

two landing site . 
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Finalizing the Total catch 
Set A Scientific Committee (one in 

province and one in Tehran), 

Including, 

1-Fishing Manager 

2-The head of fishery satatistic 

3-Fishery research Centre 

representative 

4- Planning & Programing office 

representative 
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Reporting time 
 

Three , six , nine month and yearly 

reporting will ready maximum two 

months later (for south) 
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software 
 

The software is called AMAR,  

Which developed for the compilation, 

processing and reporting of statistics.  

AMAR is based on FoxPro  

The database for fisheries catch and effort 

statistics is available since 1997.  

We are managing to use AMAR software 

under DELFI in near further. 
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The type of report 
Normaly, possibility of 50 kind of routine 

report, for example: 

Catch amount, based on landing site, 

province, 

 fishing ground, vessel class, different 

duration, 

 fishing method, species, Cpue (catch per day), 

 cpue (catch per gear days), Cpue (catch per 

vessel) and etc . 
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Length Frequency data 

collection 

Biometry collection procedures 
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Ways of collecting biometry data 

 
 landing places biometry 
 
 At-sea Biometry 

 

Collected data includes: 

 

 Length frequency (measuring Fork length) 

 

 Weight frequency 
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Sampling Landing centers in each coastal Provinces   

 

Bushehr province 

-Daylam port 

-Jofreh port 

-Bandargah port 

-dayer port 

Khozestan province  :  

-Choebdeh port 

-Hendijan port 

Hormozgan province 

-Javad’al’aemeh port 

-Kong port 

-Salakh(Qeshm Island) port 

-Jask port 

 

S & B province 

-Pozm port 

-Ramin port 

-Beris port 

 

Caspian sea 
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Sampling station distribution along 2000 km coastline 
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Tuna species 
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After data collection : 
Input data into some statistical 
softwares like: 
 Spss 
Excel 
Fisat 
Minitab 
 
and the data will be processed & 
analyzed. 
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Southern fishes 

kilka fishes 

northern fishes 
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Thank you for your 

attention 




